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National symbols acquire their greatest value when citizens and public institutions understand the responsibilities
they represent. Within the Kenya Defence Forces, flags carry an especially solemn meaning because they connect
national sovereignty, constitutional authority, military service, sacrifice and professional discipline.

Volume VI of the ONE47 National Civic Education Manual Series focuses on the Kenya Defence Forces flag
system. It explains the relationship between the National Flag and authorised Defence Forces ensigns, the
symbolism of military colours, flag hierarchy and precedence, ceremonial practice, unit colours and standards,
military funerals, international operations, care and maintenance, security, training and reference materials.

The volume is designed to support consistent civic education and ceremonial understanding while preserving the
principle that the National Flag remains the supreme symbol of the Republic. The Defence Forces serve one
Constitution, one Republic and all forty-seven counties equally.

Readers should use this manual together with applicable law, Defence Forces regulations, Government protocol
and authorised technical standards.

FOREWORD
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ONE47 is founded on the principle of Diversity in Unity and on the conviction that Kenya's national identity is
strengthened when every county and community is recognised within a shared constitutional framework.

This sixth volume applies that principle to Defence Forces flags and military ceremonial practice. It treats military
flags not as decorative objects, but as institutional symbols carrying duties of loyalty, discipline, respect,
accountability and service.

The manual brings together constitutional context, military values, symbolism, precedence, display rules,
ceremonial procedures, unit colours, remembrance practice, international representation, maintenance, security
and training. The forty-seven-segment unity concept is used throughout to reinforce equal national service and the
indivisibility of the Republic.

Where the manual discusses proposed flag designs or proposed legal provisions, those passages should be
understood in that status. Operational use remains subject to lawful authority and approved Defence Forces
procedure.

PREFACE
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This volume draws on constitutional, legislative, military, technical and international sources identified in the
Reference List and throughout the manual. Their availability makes it possible to place the ONE47 Defence
Forces Flag proposal within a wider framework of constitutional service, national-symbol practice, military
professionalism and civic education.

ONE47 acknowledges the role of Kenya's public institutions, Defence Forces personnel, veterans, educators,
protocol practitioners, designers, manufacturers, historians and citizens whose knowledge and experience
contribute to the responsible understanding of national and military symbols.

Particular recognition is given to the importance of lawful public process. National symbols and Defence Forces
standards must be adopted, regulated, manufactured, displayed and protected through the competent institutions of
the Republic.
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CHAPTER 1: PURPOSE OF THE MANUAL

Military flags are among the oldest and most respected symbols in human civilization. Across centuries, they
have represented the authority of the state, the unity of armed forces, the honour of military service, and the
sacrifices made in defence of the nation. They are carried into battle, displayed during ceremonies, saluted by
service members, and preserved as treasured national heritage. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Within the Republic of Kenya, the Kenya Defence Forces (KDF) perform their constitutional mandate under
the authority of the Constitution of Kenya and in service to the people. Every military flag displayed by the
Defence Forces therefore represents not only a military institution but also the sovereignty, unity, dignity, and
constitutional order of the Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The ONE47 National Flag System provides a unified framework for national and Defence Forces flags. It
preserves Kenya's national colours while integrating the forty-seven-segment unity ring, the central handshake
emblem and a coherent family of authorised derivative flags. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

This manual guides the interpretation, ceremonial use, display, protection and training associated with Defence
Forces flags within that national framework. It is intended for military personnel, defence institutions, military
academies, ceremonial units and protocol officers. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

1.1 Purpose of the Manual
The principal purpose of this manual is to establish a comprehensive and uniform system governing the use,

display, symbolism, protection, and ceremonial application of Defence Forces flags within the Republic of Kenya.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027) It provides standardized guidance that ensures consistency across all branches of the Kenya
Defence Forces while preserving military customs, traditions, and constitutional principles. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The manual seeks to ensure that every military flag is displayed with the dignity, precision, and respect
befitting a national symbol.

1.2 Why This Manual Was Developed
Military organizations rely heavily on symbols to reinforce identity, discipline, and cohesion.

Without clear standards governing these symbols, inconsistencies may arise in ceremonial practice, protocol,
and public understanding. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag
Manual has therefore been prepared to:

• establish official standards;

Prescribed handshake emblem and colour classification The central handshake shall depict two hands in
prescribed light-brown and dark-brown shades, representing human diversity, equality, mutual respect, unity and
cooperation among the people of Kenya.

The light-brown and dark-brown shades shall form an integral part of the approved central emblem. Their
purpose shall be to distinguish the two hands, preserve the recognisable appearance of the handshake and
communicate its intended symbolism.

The two shades shall be classified as prescribed emblem-specific colours and not as additional official national
colours. Their use within the central emblem shall not alter the five official national colours of black, white, red,

ONE47 NATIONAL CIVIC EDUCATION MANUAL SERIES | VOLUME VI

ONE47 National Civic Education Manual Series | Volume VI | 1



green and gold (yellow).

These prescriptions apply wherever the approved handshake emblem appears, including the National Flag,
County Flags and Ceremonial Flag Standard. Defence Forces ensigns instead display their prescribed service
insignia within the segmented ring; their designs shall not be described as containing a central handshake unless
the approved flag artwork actually incorporates one. The forty-seven equal ring segments represent the counties
and use the five national colours, not the two brown emblem shades.

• eliminate uncertainty regarding military flag protocol;

• support constitutional civic education;

• modernize ceremonial practice;

• preserve military traditions;

• strengthen national unity.

The manual also supports the lawful framework governing official flag standards throughout the Republic.

1.3 Relationship with the ONE47 National Flag System
The Defence Forces Flag Manual forms part of the wider ONE47 National Civic Education Manual Series,

which explains the philosophy, symbolism, technical standards and application of the ONE47 Flag System.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027) Within that broader framework:

• Volume I explains the history and symbolism of the National Flag.

• Volume II explains official flag protocol.

• Volume III establishes technical construction standards.

• Volume IV provides civic education materials.

• Volume V explains county and institutional flag systems.

• Volume VI focuses specifically on the Kenya Defence Forces.

This volume therefore serves as the military application of the national framework.

1.4 Scope of the Manual
This manual applies to all authorised Defence Forces flags recognised under the applicable legal framework.

It provides guidance on:

• military ensigns;

• ceremonial colours;

• regimental standards;

• command flags;

• official military displays;

• military funerals;

• international deployments;

• educational institutions;

• training establishments;
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• official parades;

• military memorials;

• state ceremonies involving Defence Forces.

1.5 Intended Users
The manual has been prepared for a broad range of users within the defence and national security sectors.

Primary users include:

• Kenya Defence Forces Headquarters;

• Kenya Army;

• Kenya Air Force;

• Kenya Navy;

• The manual also supports the national legal framework governing official flag standards

throughout the Republic.

• Kenya Military Academy;

• Recruits undergoing basic military training;

• Officer Cadets;

• Non-Commissioned Officers;

• Commissioned Officers;

• Protocol Officers;

• Parade Commanders;

• Military Chaplaincies;

• Military Historians;

• Defence Attachés;

• Military Museums;

• Defence Education Institutions.

1.6 Supporting National Unity
The Kenya Defence Forces exist to defend every part of the Republic equally.

The ONE47 Flag System reinforces this constitutional principle through the symbolism of the forty-seven
interconnected segments that represent every county. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

No county occupies a superior position.

No community receives greater prominence.

Every county forms part of one united Republic.

For military personnel, this symbolism reinforces impartial service to the entire nation.
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1.7 Promoting Constitutional Loyalty
Members of the Defence Forces swear allegiance not to individuals, political parties, or regions but to the

Constitution and the Republic of Kenya.

Military flags therefore symbolize constitutional authority rather than personal authority. This manual
emphasizes that every salute to the National Flag is simultaneously a salute to:

• the Constitution;

• democratic governance;

• lawful authority;

• national sovereignty;

• the people of Kenya.

1.8 Preserving Military Heritage
Military traditions develop over generations.

Ceremonies surrounding colours, standards, and military ensigns carry deep historical meaning.

The proposed Defence Forces Flag System does not seek to erase this heritage.

Instead, it preserves:

• ceremonial traditions;

• parade customs;

• regimental identity;

• military honours;

• historical continuity.

The manual therefore combines tradition with constitutional modernization.

1.9 Establishing Uniform Standards
Uniformity is fundamental to military discipline.

The same principle applies to military flags.

This manual establishes uniform guidance regarding:

• dimensions;

• proportions;

• colours;

• authorized symbols;

• methods of display;

• raising procedures;

• lowering procedures;

• storage;

• transportation;
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• ceremonial handling;

• retirement.

Every military installation should apply these standards consistently.

1.10 Strengthening Professional Military Identity
Military identity extends beyond uniforms and ranks.

Flags embody:

• institutional honour;

• collective sacrifice;

• shared values;

• national commitment.

Through education on military symbols, personnel develop deeper appreciation for the institution they serve.

The manual therefore contributes to professional military development.

1.11 Supporting Military Ceremonial Excellence
Ceremonies communicate discipline to both military personnel and the public.

Every flag movement during a parade reflects professionalism.

The manual standardizes ceremonial procedures for:

• parade formations;

• guard mounting;

• colour escorts;

• state receptions;

• commissioning parades;

• remembrance ceremonies;

• command handovers.

Uniform ceremonial practice enhances institutional credibility.

1.12 Civic Education within the Defence Forces
Military education extends beyond combat training.

Service members must understand:

• constitutional governance;

• democratic institutions;

• national values;

• public service ethics;

• national symbols.

This manual contributes to civic education by explaining the constitutional significance of military flags.
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1.13 Promoting Respect for National Symbols
Respect for military flags reflects respect for the Republic itself.

Accordingly, the manual encourages:

• careful handling;

• proper display;

• dignified ceremonies;

• responsible custody;

• lawful use.

Disrespect toward official military colours undermines institutional dignity and national pride.

1.14 Clarifying Flag Hierarchy and Precedence
Clear precedence rules protect ceremonial order and the dignity of every official flag.

The overall order of precedence is:

• the National Flag;

• the Presidential Standard;

• the State Flag;

• County Flags;

• Defence Forces Flags;

• the Ceremonial Flag Standard.

• Within the Defence Forces category, the Kenya Defence Forces Ensign, service ensigns,

unit colours and regimental standards are displayed according to authorised military command and ceremonial
protocol. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

• No Defence Forces flag takes precedence over any higher category in the national order.

This hierarchy applies consistently across official military functions.

1.15 Supporting International Recognition
Kenyan Defence Forces participate in:

• African Union missions;

• United Nations operations;

• multinational exercises;

• regional security initiatives.

Clear national flag standards enhance Kenya's professional image internationally.

The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System provides a consistent visual identity recognized across international
deployments.

1.16 Encouraging Institutional Pride
Military symbols inspire confidence and belonging.
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When personnel understand the meaning behind their colours, ceremonies become more than routine
obligations.

They become expressions of:

• honour;

• commitment;

• professionalism;

• patriotism.

This manual seeks to strengthen that sense of belonging.

1.17 Educational Objectives
Upon completing instruction based on this manual, military personnel should be able to:

• explain the symbolism of Defence Forces flags;

• identify official military ensigns;

• understand flag hierarchy;

• apply ceremonial procedures correctly;

• display flags according to protocol;

• preserve military colours appropriately;

• educate others regarding military symbolism.

1.18 Guiding Principles
The manual is guided by several foundational principles.

These include:

• constitutional supremacy;

• national unity;

• professionalism;

• discipline;

• equality;

• impartial service;

• respect for diversity;

• military excellence;

• accountability;

• preservation of heritage.

These principles shape every chapter of this manual.

1.19 Integration with Military Training
The manual is intended for integration into:

• recruit training;
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• officer commissioning courses;

• senior command programmes;

• military history instruction;

• civic education programmes;

• ceremonial training;

• protocol courses.

Training institutions should incorporate practical demonstrations alongside classroom instruction.

1.20 Relationship with Other National Institutions
Although primarily intended for the Kenya Defence Forces, this manual also supports coordination with:

• National Intelligence Service;

• National Police Service;

• Kenya Coast Guard Service;

• National Youth Service (where appropriate);

• County ceremonial units;

• diplomatic protocol offices;

• Parliament during military ceremonies.

Consistent flag practice strengthens inter-agency cooperation.

1.21 Legal and Regulatory Foundation
The guidance contained in this manual is intended to support implementation of the applicable legal framework

governing:

• national flags;

• official emblems;

• military ensigns;

• ceremonial standards;

• state protocol.

Future regulations may provide additional technical specifications while maintaining the principles established
herein.

1.22 Expected Outcomes
Implementation of this manual is expected to achieve:

• standardized military ceremonies;

• improved civic understanding;

• stronger constitutional awareness;

• consistent flag protocol;

• enhanced institutional professionalism;

• preservation of military heritage;
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• strengthened national identity;

• increased public confidence in military institutions.

1.23 Key Messages
Every member of the Kenya Defence Forces should remember that:

• the National Flag belongs to every Kenyan;

• military flags symbolize constitutional authority;

• discipline begins with respect for national symbols;

• every county enjoys equal protection under the Republic;

• military service is service to the Constitution;

• ceremonial excellence reflects operational excellence.

This opening chapter establishes the foundation for the ONE47 Kenya Defence Forces Flag Manual. It explains
the purpose, scope, guiding principles, and intended application of the manual while situating it within the broader
ONE47 National Civic Education Manual Series. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

By promoting standardized practices, constitutional literacy, and professional military traditions, the manual
seeks to ensure that every Defence Forces flag is treated as a living symbol of the Republic's sovereignty, unity,
and democratic values. It affirms that the Kenya Defence Forces serve all forty-seven counties equally under one
Constitution and one National Flag, strengthening the bond between military service, national identity, and
constitutional governance.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Governing precedence clarification. For any joint display of official flag categories, the order prescribed by the
National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027 is: National Flag; Presidential Standard; State Flag; County Flags;
Defence Forces Flags; Ceremonial Flag Standard. The Defence Forces category is fifth, below County Flags and
above the Ceremonial Flag Standard. Lists identifying types of flags, operational participation, service formations,
or ceremonial activities are not alternative rankings. Where a ceremonial description suggests a different sequence,
the statutory order governs. Internal ordering among military ensigns does not change the ranking of the Defence
Forces category.
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CHAPTER 2: CONSTITUTIONAL ROLE OF THE KENYA DEFENCE
FORCES

The Kenya Defence Forces (KDF) constitute the principal military institution of the Republic of Kenya.
Established under the Constitution and governed by statute, the Defence Forces exist to safeguard the sovereignty,
territorial integrity and constitutional order of the nation. Every member of the Kenya Defence Forces serves under
the authority of the Constitution and owes allegiance to the Republic rather than to any individual, political
organisation or sectional interest. Within the proposed ONE47 National Flag System, the National Flag and the
authorised Defence Forces ensigns are not merely ceremonial objects. They are constitutional symbols that
embody the authority of the Republic, the unity of its fortyseven counties and the solemn responsibilities entrusted
to the military profession. This chapter explains the constitutional mandate of the Kenya Defence Forces, the legal
significance of military flags and the relationship between military service, national unity and constitutional
governance. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

2.1 Constitutional Foundation
The Kenya Defence Forces derive their authority from the Constitution of Kenya, which establishes the

Defence Forces as the national military organisation responsible for protecting the Republic. The Constitution
affirms that: the Kenya Defence Forces are a national institution; they shall remain subordinate to civilian
authority; they shall operate in accordance with constitutional principles;

they shall exercise their functions professionally and impartially. The authority exercised by the Defence
Forces therefore originates from the sovereign will of the people as expressed through the Constitution.

The National Flag carried by the Kenya Defence Forces symbolises this constitutional authority and reminds
every service member that military power exists solely to defend the Republic and uphold constitutional
governance. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

2.2 Mission of the Kenya Defence Forces
The Kenya Defence Forces exist to fulfil several fundamental national responsibilities. These include: (a)

Defence of Sovereignty The Defence Forces protect Kenya against external aggression and preserve the
independence of the Republic. (b) Protection of Territorial Integrity They safeguard Kenya's land, airspace and
territorial waters from unlawful intrusion or occupation. (c) Defence of the Constitution The Defence Forces
defend the constitutional order established by the people of Kenya and protect democratic institutions against
unlawful threats. (d) Support to Civil Authorities Where authorised by law, the Defence Forces may assist civil
authorities during emergencies, disasters, humanitarian operations and other exceptional circumstances. (e)
International Peace Support Kenya contributes to regional and international peace through participation in
peace-support operations under authorised international mandates. Each of these responsibilities is undertaken in
service of the Republic as represented by the National Flag. (Constitutive Act of the African Union, 2000)
INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised
KDF/Government protocol prevail. The guidance contained in this manual is intended to support the applicable
legal framework governing:

The Kenya Defence Forces belong to the entire Republic. They are not the military institution of:

one county; one community; one religion; one political ideology; one generation. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)
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Rather, they represent the collective defence capability of all Kenyans. The proposed ONE47 National Flag
reinforces this constitutional reality by incorporating the symbolic representation of all forty-seven counties within
a single unified national design. The forty-seven-segment circular ring reminds every service member that the
Defence Forces defend: every county equally; every citizen equally; every constitutional institution equally.
(Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to
the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

2.3 Constitutional Values Reflected in Military Service
Military service is founded upon constitutional values rather than personal authority. These values include:

patriotism; national unity; human dignity; equality; integrity; accountability; professionalism;

respect for the rule of law. Every official military ceremony involving the National Flag therefore becomes an
affirmation of these constitutional principles. When military personnel salute the National Flag, they salute: the
Constitution; the Republic; the people of Kenya; the democratic institutions established under law.

2.4 Civilian Control of the Military
One of the defining characteristics of constitutional democracy is civilian control of the armed forces. The

Kenya Defence Forces operate under lawful civilian authority exercised through constitutional institutions. This
principle ensures that: military authority remains accountable; democratic governance is preserved; national
security serves constitutional objectives; military force is exercised only under lawful authority. The National Flag
symbolises this constitutional relationship by representing the sovereignty of the Republic rather than the authority
of any individual office-holder. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

2.5 The National Flag as a Constitutional Symbol
For members of the Kenya Defence Forces, the National Flag possesses both constitutional and professional

significance. It represents: the Republic of Kenya; national independence; constitutional legitimacy; democratic
governance; national unity; collective sacrifice. Unlike military unit colours, the National Flag represents the entire
nation. Consequently: it always occupies the highest position of honour; it shall never be subordinated to military
insignia; it remains the supreme symbol displayed by the Defence Forces.

2.6 Relationship Between the National Flag and Defence Forces
Ensigns The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System recognises the authorised Defence Forces flag family.

The principal Defence Forces ensigns are the Kenya Defence Forces Ensign, Army Ensign, Air Force Ensign
and Naval Ensign. Each identifies a joint or service institution while remaining subordinate to the National Flag
and to the national order of precedence. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

2.7 Defence of All FortySeven Counties
The proposed ONE47 National Flag introduces an important constitutional message for the Kenya Defence

Forces. The forty-seven equal segments symbolise that every county forms an equal and permanent part of the
Republic. Accordingly, members of the Defence Forces swear to defend: every county; every community; every
region; every citizen. No county is represented as greater or lesser than another. The equal angular construction of
the forty-seven segments visually reinforces the constitutional principle that all counties are equal components of
one sovereign Republic. This symbolism strengthens the Defence Forces' role as a truly national institution.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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2.8 Loyalty to the Republic
Military loyalty is directed to:

the Constitution; the Republic; the people of Kenya. It is not directed to: political parties; ethnic interests;
regional interests; individual leaders. This distinction is fundamental to constitutional democracy. The National
Flag serves as the visible reminder of this professional obligation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

2.9 Defence Forces and National Unity
The Kenya Defence Forces constitute one of the most nationally integrated public institutions.

Personnel serve together regardless of: county of origin; ethnicity; religion; language; social background.

The ONE47 National Flag reflects this integration by visually representing all counties within one continuous
circle. The uninterrupted ring symbolises that: national security cannot be divided; sovereignty is shared
collectively; unity is permanent. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

2.10 Representation During International Missions
During international peace-support operations, humanitarian deployments and multinational exercises, the

National Flag identifies Kenyan personnel as representatives of the Republic. (Charter of the United Nations,
1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43) Its display signifies: constitutional legitimacy; national sovereignty; professional military
conduct;

commitment to international peace. The consistent use of authorised military ensigns alongside the National
Flag promotes international recognition while preserving the primacy of Kenya's national identity.

2.11 Public Confidence in the Defence Forces
Public confidence in the Kenya Defence Forces depends not only upon operational capability but also upon

visible adherence to constitutional principles. Proper observance of military flag protocol demonstrates:
professionalism; discipline; respect for democratic governance; accountability; institutional integrity. Every
military ceremony therefore contributes to strengthening public trust in the Defence Forces.

2.12 Educational Importance
Military education should ensure that every service member understands: the constitutional basis of military

service; the symbolism of the National Flag; the relationship between military authority and civilian governance;
the importance of respecting national symbols; the constitutional meaning of the ONE47 National Flag System.
Such education reinforces professional ethics and strengthens constitutional culture throughout the Defence
Forces.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The Kenya Defence Forces exist to defend the sovereignty, territorial integrity and constitutional order of the
Republic of Kenya. Their authority derives from the Constitution, and their loyalty is owed to the Republic and its
people. Within the proposed ONE47 National Flag System, the National Flag and the authorised Defence Forces
ensigns serve as enduring symbols of this constitutional mandate. The incorporation of the forty-seven equal
county segments reinforces the principle that the Defence Forces protect every part of Kenya equally, without
distinction or preference. By faithfully displaying and honouring these national symbols, members of the Kenya
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Defence Forces reaffirm their commitment to professionalism, constitutional governance, national unity and the
enduring duty to defend one sovereign Republic composed of forty-seven equal counties.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

For purposes of interpretation, this volume shall distinguish clearly between national symbols, state or
constitutional office flags, county flags, Defence Forces flags and ceremonial standards. Defence Forces flags
identify military institutions and commands; they do not replace the National Flag, alter county equality or
diminish the authority of other official symbols. This distinction should guide all ceremonial, training, operational
and public-education uses of the manual. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)
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CHAPTER 3: MILITARY VALUES

The Ethical Foundation of Military Service Military organisations derive their strength not solely from
advanced weapons, sophisticated technology or operational capability, but from the character and values of the

Figure 3.1  Proposed ONE47 National Flag
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men and women who serve within them. Throughout history, disciplined and value-driven armed forces have
proven to be more resilient, more effective and more trusted than those relying only upon material superiority. For
the Kenya Defence Forces (KDF), military values provide the moral compass that guides every decision, every
operation and every act of service. These values ensure that military power is exercised lawfully, professionally
and in accordance with the Constitution of Kenya. Within the proposed ONE47 National Flag System, military
values are inseparable from the symbolism of the National Flag and the authorised Defence Forces ensigns. Every
salute rendered to the National Flag is not merely a ceremonial gesture-it is a solemn affirmation of loyalty to the
Republic, respect for constitutional governance and commitment to the people of Kenya. This chapter explores the
ethical principles that define military professionalism and demonstrates how the ONE47 Flag System reinforces
those principles through its symbolism and national significance.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

3.1 Meaning of Military Values
Military values are the enduring principles that govern the conduct of members of the Kenya Defence Forces

both in peace and during armed conflict. They define: professional behaviour; leadership;

operational decision-making; relationships within the military; relationships with civilians; commitment to
constitutional service. Unlike regulations, which prescribe specific actions, values shape judgment and character.
They influence how military personnel respond when faced with difficult decisions, uncertainty or danger. Military
values therefore represent the ethical foundation upon which the effectiveness and legitimacy of the Defence
Forces depend. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

3.2 Why Military Values Matter
The Kenya Defence Forces operate in circumstances that often require extraordinary courage, discipline and

restraint. Personnel may be required to: defend national borders; respond to armed conflict;

support humanitarian operations; protect civilians; assist during national emergencies; participate in
international peace-support missions. In every circumstance, military values ensure that force is exercised
responsibly, lawfully and proportionately. Without shared values: (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2
and 43) discipline deteriorates; public confidence declines; operational effectiveness weakens;

constitutional legitimacy is undermined. Consequently, military values are not optional ideals but essential
operational requirements. (Kenya Defence Forces Act,

1. INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised
KDF/Government protocol prevail.

3.3 Constitutional Foundation of Military Values
The Kenya Defence Forces are established under the Constitution and exist to defend the sovereignty and

territorial integrity of the Republic. Military values therefore originate not from tradition alone but from
constitutional principles. These include: patriotism; national unity; human dignity;

equality; integrity; transparency; accountability; respect for the rule of law. Every member of the Kenya
Defence Forces is expected to embody these principles in both professional and personal conduct. The National
Flag serves as the visible representation of these constitutional ideals. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)
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3.4 Military Service as a Public Trust
Military authority is exercised on behalf of the people of Kenya. Every soldier, sailor and airman is entrusted

with powers that carry significant responsibility. Military service therefore constitutes a public trust requiring:
honesty; impartiality; (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) professionalism; accountability. Members of the Defence
Forces do not exercise authority for personal benefit but solely for the protection of the Republic and its citizens.
This principle distinguishes professional armed forces operating within constitutional democracies from military
organisations serving private or political interests. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

3.5 The ONE47 National Flag and Military Values
The proposed ONE47 National Flag reinforces military values through its symbolism. The FortySeven

Segment Circle The equal circular arrangement of the forty-seven county segments reminds every service member
that military service is rendered equally to all parts of the Republic. No county is: more important; less important;
more deserving of protection; politically privileged. Every Kenyan receives equal constitutional protection.
National Colours The preserved national colours continue to express values central to military service: Black -
resilience and the people of Kenya. Red - sacrifice in defence of the Republic. Green - the land and prosperity
protected by the Defence Forces. White - peace achieved through constitutional order. Gold - honour, excellence
and national achievement. Together these elements visually reinforce the ethical responsibilities of military
service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.6 The Military Oath
Upon joining the Kenya Defence Forces, every service member undertakes a solemn oath or affirmation of

allegiance.

This oath signifies commitment to: the Constitution; the Republic of Kenya; lawful authority;

faithful military service. The oath establishes a lifelong professional obligation to place the interests of the
Republic above personal considerations. The National Flag serves as the enduring reminder of this solemn
commitment. Prescribed handshake emblem and colour classification The central handshake shall depict two
hands in prescribed light-brown and dark-brown shades, representing human diversity, equality, mutual respect,
unity and cooperation among the people of Kenya.

The light-brown and dark-brown shades shall form an integral part of the approved central emblem. Their
purpose shall be to distinguish the two hands, preserve the recognisable appearance of the handshake and
communicate its intended symbolism.

The two shades shall be classified as prescribed emblem-specific colours and not as additional official national
colours. Their use within the central emblem shall not alter the five official national colours of black, white, red,
green and gold (yellow).

These prescriptions apply wherever the approved handshake emblem appears, including the National Flag,
County Flags and Ceremonial Flag Standard. Defence Forces ensigns instead display their prescribed service
insignia within the segmented ring; their designs shall not be described as containing a central handshake unless
the approved flag artwork actually incorporates one. The forty-seven equal ring segments represent the counties
and use the five national colours, not the two brown emblem shades.
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3.7 Military Identity
Military values shape the identity of every member of the Kenya Defence Forces. That identity is characterised

by: honourable conduct; disciplined service; respect for constitutional authority;

commitment to national unity. The Defence Forces therefore represent more than an armed institution.

They represent a national community united by shared principles and common purpose. The ONE47 National
Flag strengthens this identity by symbolising one united Republic composed of forty-seven equal counties.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) (Explanatory Memorandum to the
National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.8 Relationship Between Military Values and Public Confidence
The effectiveness of the Kenya Defence Forces depends upon the confidence placed in them by the people of

Kenya. Public confidence grows when military personnel consistently demonstrate:

integrity; discipline; professionalism; respect for civilians; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

lawful conduct. Improper behaviour by individual service members can undermine the reputation of the
institution as a whole. Accordingly, military values contribute directly to maintaining the trust upon which
constitutional military service depends. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

3.9 Military Values and Leadership
Leadership within the Kenya Defence Forces is founded upon example rather than authority alone.

Commanders are expected to demonstrate the values they require from those under their command.

Effective leadership therefore includes: personal integrity; courage; fairness; accountability; professional
competence. The consistent display of military values by leaders promotes discipline, cohesion and operational
effectiveness throughout the Defence Forces.

3.10 Military Values in Peace and Conflict
Military values apply equally during: peacetime duties; training; ceremonial functions;

humanitarian operations; armed conflict; international deployments. Their application does not change
according to operational circumstances. Rather, challenging situations increase the importance of ethical conduct.

The National Flag reminds military personnel that constitutional principles remain constant regardless of
operational conditions.

Military values constitute the ethical foundation upon which the Kenya Defence Forces fulfil their
constitutional responsibilities. They guide professional conduct, strengthen operational effectiveness and sustain
public confidence in one of Kenya's most important national institutions. The proposed ONE47 National Flag
System reinforces these values by visually expressing the principles of equality, unity, sacrifice and constitutional
loyalty. Through its forty-seven equal county segments and preserved national colours, the Flag reminds every
member of the Kenya Defence Forces that military service is dedicated to protecting the whole Republic, every
county and every citizen. This ethical foundation provides the basis for the specific military values explored in the
following sections of this chapter. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)
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Loyalty, Patriotism and Service Before Self Among all military values, loyalty occupies a position of
fundamental importance. It is the value that binds every member of the Kenya Defence Forces to the Republic, the
Constitution and the lawful chain of command. Without loyalty, discipline weakens, cohesion deteriorates and
military effectiveness cannot be sustained. Closely connected to loyalty are the principles of patriotism and service
before self.

Together, these values ensure that members of the Kenya Defence Forces place the interests of Kenya above
personal, ethnic, political or sectional interests. Within the ONE47 National Flag System, these principles are
visibly reinforced by the equal representation of all forty-seven counties, reminding every service member that
their allegiance is to one united Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.11 Loyalty to the Constitution
The highest loyalty of every member of the Kenya Defence Forces is owed to the Constitution of Kenya. This

constitutional loyalty requires members to: uphold the rule of law; defend constitutional institutions; respect
democratic governance; obey lawful authority; reject unlawful orders; preserve constitutional order. Military
power exists only within the constitutional framework established by the people of Kenya. Accordingly, the
Constitution-not any individual or political organisation-forms the ultimate foundation of military allegiance. The
National Flag serves as the visible symbol of this constitutional commitment. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

3.12 Loyalty to the Republic
Military loyalty extends beyond institutions to the Republic itself. The Republic represents: the sovereignty of

Kenya; the unity of its people; (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) the territorial integrity of the nation; its
constitutional system of government. Every soldier, sailor and airman serves the Republic as a whole. This means
that military service shall never favour: a particular county; a specific community; a political interest; an economic
group; a religious affiliation.

The Defence Forces remain a national institution serving every Kenyan equally. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

3.13 Loyalty to Lawful Authority
The Kenya Defence Forces operate under a clearly defined chain of command. Military loyalty therefore

includes obedience to lawful orders issued by authorised commanders. This obedience is essential for: operational
efficiency; coordinated action; discipline; national security. However, loyalty to lawful authority does not require
obedience to unlawful orders. Every member of the Kenya Defence Forces has a professional responsibility to act
within: the Constitution; military law; international humanitarian law; applicable regulations. This distinction
protects both the Republic and the integrity of the Defence Forces.

3.14 Patriotism
Patriotism is the deep and enduring commitment to the welfare, security and prosperity of the nation. Military

patriotism differs from emotional nationalism. It is demonstrated through: faithful service;

constitutional loyalty; professional conduct; personal sacrifice; respect for national symbols; protection of all
citizens. True patriotism places the long-term interests of the Republic above personal recognition or advantage.
The ONE47 National Flag embodies this form of patriotism by symbolising one nation composed of forty-seven
equal counties. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag,
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Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.15 Service Before Self
The principle of service before self lies at the heart of military professionalism. Every member of the Kenya

Defence Forces accepts that national service may require: personal hardship; separation from family; dangerous
deployments; physical sacrifice; continual readiness. This principle reflects the understanding that military service
exists for the protection of others rather than personal benefit. The National Flag reminds every service member
that these sacrifices are made in defence of the Republic and its people.

3.16 Commitment to National Unity
The Kenya Defence Forces are drawn from every region of the Republic.

This diversity strengthens the institution while reflecting the national character of Kenya.

Members of the Defence Forces therefore have a duty to promote: national cohesion; mutual respect;

equal service; constitutional equality. The forty-seven equal segments of the ONE47 National Flag symbolise
that no county or community is superior to another. For military personnel, this symbolism reinforces the
obligation to defend every part of Kenya without favour or discrimination. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.17 Impartiality in Military Service
Professional military service requires complete political neutrality. Members of the Kenya Defence Forces shall

not allow personal preferences relating to: politics; ethnicity; religion; social status;

regional interests; to influence the performance of official duties. Impartiality ensures that the Defence Forces
remain trusted by all Kenyans and continue to operate as a constitutional institution rather than a partisan body.

3.18 Respect for National Symbols
Loyalty and patriotism are expressed through respect for Kenya's national symbols. These include:

the National Flag; the Coat of Arms; the National Anthem; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99)

the Presidential Standard; authorised Defence Forces ensigns. Military personnel shall: salute the National Flag
in accordance with protocol; handle flags with dignity; prevent misuse of official military symbols; educate junior
personnel on proper flag etiquette. Respect for national symbols reflects respect for the Republic itself. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.19 Loyalty During International Operations
Members of the Kenya Defence Forces frequently participate in: United Nations missions;

African Union operations; regional peace-support deployments; multinational exercises. While serving
internationally, military personnel continue to represent: the Constitution of Kenya; the Republic of Kenya; the
people of Kenya. The National Flag and authorised Defence Forces ensigns identify Kenyan personnel and remind
them that their conduct reflects upon the nation as a whole. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)
(Constitution of Kenya, 2010, arts. 10, 238-241)
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3.20 Leadership and Loyalty
Military leaders play a central role in cultivating loyalty throughout the chain of command.

Effective leaders promote loyalty by: demonstrating integrity; acting fairly; respecting subordinates;

enforcing standards consistently; (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) upholding constitutional values.
Leadership based upon mutual trust strengthens cohesion and reinforces commitment to the Republic.

3.21 The ONE47 Flag as a Symbol of Shared Service
The proposed ONE47 National Flag provides a powerful visual reminder of military loyalty. The continuous

ring of forty-seven equal segments signifies: shared national identity; equal constitutional protection; common
purpose. Every salute to the National Flag therefore becomes an affirmation that military service is dedicated
equally to all counties and all citizens of Kenya. This symbolism strengthens the ethical foundation of loyalty,
patriotism and service before self. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

Loyalty, patriotism and service before self are indispensable military values that sustain the professionalism
and constitutional legitimacy of the Kenya Defence Forces. By placing the Constitution, the Republic and the
welfare of the people above personal interests, every member of the Defence Forces contributes to the stability,
unity and security of Kenya. The ONE47 National Flag reinforces these ideals by visually expressing the equality
of all forty-seven counties and the shared responsibility of every service member to defend the Republic without
favour or prejudice. Through these values, the Kenya Defence Forces continue to embody the principles of
constitutional service, national unity and unwavering INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual
only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised KDF/Government protocol prevail. commitment to one sovereign
nation. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory
Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Ethical decision-making. Stewardship of
public resources. The relationship between honour, integrity and the symbolism of the ONE47 National Flag.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Honour, Integrity and Accountability Honour, integrity and accountability are among the most enduring values
of professional military service. Together they define the moral character of the Kenya Defence Forces and
distinguish disciplined constitutional armed forces from organisations that rely solely on coercive power. These
values ensure that military authority is exercised responsibly, transparently and in accordance with the
Constitution of Kenya. They preserve public confidence in the Defence Forces and strengthen the legitimacy of
military institutions both nationally and internationally. Within the ONE47 National Flag System, these values are
symbolically reinforced through the National Flag, which represents the collective trust placed in the Kenya
Defence Forces by all forty-seven counties and the people of Kenya. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.22 Honour
Honour is the unwavering commitment to conduct oneself with dignity, courage and ethical responsibility in

every circumstance. For members of the Kenya Defence Forces, honour is reflected in:

faithful service to the Republic; respect for lawful authority; adherence to military discipline; commitment to
truth; protection of the vulnerable; respect for military traditions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Honour cannot be purchased, inherited or conferred permanently by rank. It is earned continuously through
consistent ethical conduct and professional excellence. Every action performed while in uniform contributes either
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to strengthening or diminishing the honour of the Kenya Defence Forces.

3.23 Honour and Military Reputation
The reputation of the Kenya Defence Forces depends upon the honourable conduct of its members. Public

confidence is strengthened when military personnel demonstrate: discipline; fairness;

restraint; professionalism; respect for civilians; lawful conduct. Conversely, acts of misconduct by individual
service members can damage the reputation of the institution as a whole. Every member therefore bears personal
responsibility for preserving the honour of the Defence Forces. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.24 Integrity
Integrity is the quality of consistently acting according to ethical principles, regardless of personal advantage or

external pressure. Military integrity requires: honesty; truthfulness; consistency; reliability; moral courage.
Personnel with integrity perform their duties correctly even when: (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

unsupervised; under operational pressure; facing personal risk; confronted with difficult decisions.

Integrity is therefore essential to maintaining trust within the chain of command and between the Defence
Forces and the public.

3.25 Integrity in Leadership
Military leaders are expected to exemplify integrity in every aspect of command. This includes:

making impartial decisions; treating subordinates fairly; accepting responsibility for mistakes; avoiding abuse
of authority; upholding professional standards. Leadership founded on integrity promotes confidence, cohesion
and operational effectiveness. Subordinates are more likely to follow leaders whose conduct consistently reflects
the values expected of the institution. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.26 Accountability
Accountability means accepting responsibility for one's decisions, actions and omissions. Within the Kenya

Defence Forces, accountability operates at several levels: individual accountability; command accountability;
institutional accountability; constitutional accountability. Every member is responsible for ensuring that their
conduct complies with: the Constitution; military law; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

service regulations; lawful orders; international humanitarian law. No rank or appointment exempts an
individual from accountability.

3.27 Accountability to the Constitution
The Kenya Defence Forces exist under constitutional authority. Consequently, every member is accountable

not only to military commanders but also to the constitutional principles governing military service. This
accountability requires: respect for civilian authority; obedience to lawful orders; rejection of unlawful conduct;
protection of constitutional institutions; commitment to democratic governance. The National Flag symbolises this
constitutional accountability and reminds service members that their authority is exercised on behalf of the
Republic. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)
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3.28 Ethical DecisionMaking
Military personnel frequently encounter situations requiring careful ethical judgment. Examples include:

protection of civilians; use of force; treatment of detainees; safeguarding military property;

allocation of limited resources. Ethical decision-making requires personnel to consider: legality;

proportionality;

necessity; fairness; long-term consequences. Military values provide the framework within which such
decisions should be made.

3.29 Stewardship of Public Resources
The Kenya Defence Forces are entrusted with significant public resources. These include: military equipment;

infrastructure; vehicles; weapons; uniforms; ceremonial flags; financial resources. Integrity requires that these
resources be: used only for authorised purposes; properly maintained; safeguarded against loss or misuse;
accounted for accurately. Misuse of public resources undermines public confidence and weakens institutional
integrity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.30 Accountability in Command
Command responsibility is a fundamental principle of military leadership. Commanders are accountable for:

the lawful conduct of their units; enforcement of discipline; operational decisions;

training standards; welfare of personnel; proper use of official military symbols. Effective commanders
establish a culture in which accountability is understood, encouraged and consistently applied.

3.31 Integrity During International Operations
Members of the Kenya Defence Forces serving abroad represent the Republic of Kenya. Their conduct

influences Kenya's international reputation. Accordingly, personnel deployed on: United Nations missions;
African Union operations; regional peace-support missions; multinational exercises; shall maintain the highest
standards of: honesty; professionalism; discipline; accountability. The National Flag and authorised Defence
Forces ensigns displayed during such missions remind personnel that they represent the entire Republic.
(Constitutive Act of the African Union, 2000)

3.32 Honour and the ONE47 National Flag
The proposed ONE47 National Flag reinforces the values of honour, integrity and accountability through its

symbolism. The forty-seven equal county segments signify that every service member is accountable to the whole
Republic rather than to sectional interests. The preserved national colours further reinforce: sacrifice; resilience;
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027) peace; prosperity; national excellence. Every salute rendered to the National Flag is therefore an
affirmation of honourable service and constitutional responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

Honour, integrity and accountability form the ethical foundation of military professionalism within the Kenya
Defence Forces. These values sustain discipline, preserve institutional credibility and ensure that military authority
is exercised lawfully and responsibly. The ONE47 National Flag strengthens these principles by symbolising the
shared constitutional trust placed in the Defence Forces by all fortyseven counties and the people of Kenya.
Through honourable conduct, unwavering integrity and consistent accountability, every member of the Kenya
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Defence Forces contributes to the defence of a united Republic governed by the rule of law. (Kenya
INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised
KDF/Government protocol prevail. Defence Forces Act, 2012) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
(Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Courage, Discipline and
Professionalism The operational effectiveness of any professional military force depends upon three inseparable
qualities: courage, discipline and professionalism. These values enable members of the Kenya Defence Forces
(KDF) to perform demanding duties under conditions of uncertainty, hardship and danger while remaining faithful
to the Constitution and the rule of law. Courage inspires decisive action in the face of adversity. Discipline ensures
that such action is controlled, coordinated and lawful. Professionalism guarantees that military knowledge, skills
and conduct meet the highest national and international standards. Within the ONE47 National Flag System, these
values are symbolically represented through the unity of the forty-seven counties, reminding every member of the
Defence Forces that courage and discipline are exercised not for personal recognition but in service to the Republic
of Kenya. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.33 Courage
Courage is the ability to act honourably despite fear, danger or uncertainty. Military courage is not the absence

of fear. Rather, it is the determination to perform one's duty despite personal risk. The Kenya Defence Forces
recognise two complementary forms of courage: Physical Courage Moral Courage Together, these qualities enable
military personnel to fulfil their constitutional responsibilities under the most demanding conditions. (Kenya
Defence Forces Act, 2012)

3.34 Physical Courage
Physical courage is demonstrated through the willingness to face danger while carrying out lawful military

duties. Examples include: defending national territory; responding to armed attacks; rescuing civilians; conducting
humanitarian operations in hazardous environments; participating in peace-support missions;

protecting fellow service members during combat. Physical courage is strengthened through:

rigorous training; physical fitness; operational preparedness; confidence in military skills; trust within the chain
of command. The Kenya Defence Forces cultivate physical courage not for aggression but for the lawful defence
of the Republic. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

3.35 Moral Courage
Moral courage is the strength to uphold ethical principles even when doing so is difficult or unpopular. It

includes the willingness to: report misconduct; refuse unlawful orders; protect civilians;

speak truthfully; accept responsibility for mistakes; defend constitutional values under pressure. Moral courage
is often more demanding than physical courage because it requires personal integrity and ethical conviction rather
than physical endurance alone. The Constitution of Kenya and the values embodied in INTERNATIONAL
REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised KDF/Government protocol
prevail. the National Flag require every member of the Defence Forces to exercise moral courage whenever
necessary.

3.36 Discipline
Discipline is the consistent observance of military standards, lawful orders and professional responsibilities. It

is the foundation upon which effective military organisations are built. Military discipline ensures:
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unity of command; coordinated action; operational efficiency; personal accountability; public confidence.
Discipline is not merely obedience. It reflects self-control, respect for authority and commitment to the lawful
execution of duty. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

3.37 SelfDiscipline
The highest form of discipline is self-discipline. Self-disciplined personnel: maintain professional standards

without constant supervision; complete assigned duties conscientiously; respect military regulations; demonstrate
reliability and consistency. Self-discipline strengthens unit cohesion because every member can depend upon the
professionalism of others. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.38 Discipline in Military Ceremonies
Military ceremonies reflect the traditions and dignity of the Kenya Defence Forces. Accordingly, ceremonial

discipline requires: precise drill movements; uniform timing; correct saluting procedures;

disciplined handling of military flags; strict adherence to ceremonial protocol. Ceremonial precision
demonstrates institutional professionalism and reinforces public respect for the Defence Forces. The proper
display of the ONE47 National Flag and authorised Defence Forces ensigns is therefore an important expression of
military discipline. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.39 Professionalism
Professionalism is the commitment to maintaining the highest standards of military competence, ethics and

service. Professional military personnel: possess specialised knowledge; maintain operational readiness;
continuously improve their skills; respect military traditions; uphold constitutional values.

Professionalism requires lifelong learning and continual adaptation to evolving security challenges.

3.40 Professional Competence
Every member of the Kenya Defence Forces is expected to develop and maintain professional competence

appropriate to their responsibilities. Competence includes: technical knowledge; tactical proficiency; leadership
ability; physical fitness; communication skills; decision-making capability.

Operational effectiveness depends upon continual education, training and practical experience.

3.41 Continuous Professional Development
Military professionalism is sustained through continuous learning. Professional development includes: recruit

training;

specialist instruction; command courses; joint-service education; international exchanges;

academic study; leadership development programmes. The Kenya Defence Forces encourage continual
improvement to ensure readiness for future operational challenges. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)
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3.42 Professional Conduct
Professional conduct requires personnel to: respect colleagues and civilians; perform duties impartially; avoid

conflicts of interest; maintain confidentiality where required; uphold the reputation of the Defence Forces.
Professional behaviour extends beyond official duties and includes conduct within the community, recognising
that members of the Kenya Defence Forces remain representatives of the Republic at all times.

3.43 Courage and the ONE47 National Flag
The ONE47 National Flag reinforces the value of courage by symbolising the shared responsibility of the

Defence Forces to protect every county and every citizen. The forty-seven equal segments remind military
personnel that courage is exercised in defence of the entire Republic. The preserved national colours further
reinforce: sacrifice; resilience; peace; constitutional order. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Every display of the National Flag serves as a reminder that courage and discipline are exercised in service to a
united nation rather than to sectional interests. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.44 Professionalism in International Operations
During multinational operations, members of the Kenya Defence Forces represent Kenya before the

international community. Professionalism requires: adherence to international law; respect for host nations;
cooperation with allied forces; cultural sensitivity; disciplined conduct. The National Flag displayed during such
operations identifies Kenyan personnel and reflects the professional standards expected of the Republic.

Courage, discipline and professionalism are indispensable qualities that enable the Kenya Defence Forces to
fulfil their constitutional mandate effectively and honourably. These values ensure that military power is exercised
responsibly, ethically and in accordance with the rule of law. The ONE47 National Flag reinforces these principles
by symbolising the unity of the Republic and the equal responsibility of the Defence Forces to protect all
forty-seven counties. Through courageous action, disciplined conduct and unwavering professionalism, members
of the Kenya Defence Forces uphold the dignity of the Republic and strengthen public confidence in one of
Kenya's most important national institutions.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual
only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised KDF/Government protocol prevail. Respect for diversity within the
Kenya Defence Forces. Constitutional ethics and civil-military relations. The role of the ONE47 National Flag in
promoting unity and cohesion. Practical application of these values in military service. (Kenya Defence Forces
Act, 2012) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027) Respect,
Teamwork, Leadership, Diversity and Constitutional Ethics The Kenya Defence Forces (KDF) are a national
institution composed of men and women drawn from every region, county, community and cultural background
within the Republic of Kenya. The effectiveness of such a diverse force depends upon mutual respect, teamwork,
ethical leadership and unwavering commitment to constitutional values. Modern military operations increasingly
require close cooperation among the Kenya Army, Kenya Navy, Kenya Air Force, National Security Agencies and
international partners. Success therefore depends not only on technical capability but also on the ability of
personnel to work together professionally while respecting human dignity and the constitutional rights of others.
The ONE47 National Flag System reinforces these principles by symbolising the equal status of all forty-seven
counties and the unity of the Kenyan people under one Constitution. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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3.45 Respect for Human Dignity
Respect for human dignity is a constitutional obligation and a fundamental military value. Every member of the

Kenya Defence Forces shall respect: the inherent dignity of every individual; the constitutional rights of citizens;
the lawful rights of fellow service members; the dignity of civilians; the dignity of persons affected by military
operations.

Respect for human dignity strengthens public confidence and reflects Kenya's commitment to constitutional
governance and international humanitarian law. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.46 Respect Within the Chain of Command
Military discipline is strengthened when respect exists throughout the chain of command. Senior officers shall:

treat subordinates fairly; provide professional guidance; recognise merit; maintain impartiality; avoid abuse of
authority. Junior personnel shall: respect lawful authority; observe military courtesy; perform duties faithfully;
contribute positively to unit cohesion. Mutual respect creates an environment in which discipline and operational
effectiveness flourish. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.47 Teamwork
Modern defence operations require coordinated effort among numerous individuals and specialised units.

Effective teamwork enables personnel to: combine diverse skills; solve complex operational problems; maintain
mutual support; achieve common objectives; respond effectively during emergencies. No single individual can
fulfil the constitutional responsibilities of the Kenya Defence Forces alone. Success depends upon cooperation and
trust. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.48 JointService Cooperation
The Kenya Defence Forces consist of: the Kenya Army; the Kenya Navy; the Kenya Air Force.

Although each service possesses specialised capabilities, national defence increasingly requires integrated
operations. Joint-service cooperation includes: combined planning; shared intelligence; coordinated logistics;
integrated communications; unified command structures. The Kenya Defence Forces Ensign symbolises this
institutional unity while the ONE47 National Flag reminds every service that all operations serve one Republic.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

3.49 Leadership as Service
Military leadership is fundamentally an act of service rather than privilege. Leaders are entrusted with

responsibilities that include: safeguarding personnel; maintaining discipline; developing professional competence;
making lawful decisions; protecting constitutional values. Leadership requires personal example. The most
effective commanders inspire confidence through: integrity; courage; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

competence; humility; fairness. Leadership is therefore measured by service to the mission and to those under
command.
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3.50 Respect for Diversity
The Kenya Defence Forces reflect the diversity of the Kenyan nation. Personnel represent: all forty-seven

counties; different cultural communities; varied languages; diverse educational backgrounds;

different religious traditions. Military professionalism requires that every member be treated equally regardless
of: ethnicity; county of origin; religion; gender; social status; political opinion. The Defence Forces derive strength
from this diversity while remaining united by shared constitutional values.

3.51 Constitutional Equality
The Constitution guarantees equality before the law. Within the Kenya Defence Forces this principle requires:

equal opportunity; impartial treatment; objective promotion systems; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

merit-based recognition; respect for professional competence. The forty-seven equal segments of the ONE47
National Flag visually reinforce this constitutional principle. Every county contributes equally to the Republic and
every citizen deserves equal constitutional protection. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.52 CivilMilitary Relations
Professional armed forces operate in partnership with the society they protect. Healthy civilmilitary relations

require: respect for civilian authority; constitutional accountability; cooperation with public institutions; protection
of democratic governance; public trust. The Kenya Defence Forces serve the people of Kenya and remain
accountable through the constitutional framework established by the Republic.

3.53 Constitutional Ethics
Military ethics extend beyond operational conduct. Personnel are expected to demonstrate ethical behaviour by:

obeying lawful orders; rejecting corruption; protecting public resources; respecting confidential information;
avoiding abuse of office; acting impartially. Constitutional ethics ensure that military authority is exercised solely
for legitimate public purposes. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.54 The ONE47 National Flag as a Symbol of Unity
The proposed ONE47 National Flag strengthens military cohesion through its powerful symbolism. The

continuous circle of forty-seven equal segments reminds every member of the Kenya Defence Forces that: all
counties are equal; every citizen deserves protection; national unity transcends regional identity; military service
belongs to the whole Republic. The absence of a first or last segment symbolises that no county occupies a
privileged position within the Republic. This reinforces the Defence Forces' obligation to serve all Kenyans
equally. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

3.55 Ethical Behaviour During International Operations
While serving in multinational operations, members of the Kenya Defence Forces shall demonstrate: respect for

host communities; cultural sensitivity; professionalism; impartiality; adherence to international humanitarian law;
cooperation with allied forces. Such conduct strengthens Kenya's international reputation and reflects positively
upon the Republic. The National Flag displayed during these missions identifies personnel as representatives of
Kenya and its constitutional values. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43) (Kenya Defence Forces
Act, 2012)
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3.56 Building Public Confidence
The long-term effectiveness of the Kenya Defence Forces depends upon the confidence and trust of the Kenyan

people. Public confidence is strengthened when military personnel consistently demonstrate:

respect; fairness; professionalism; constitutional loyalty; ethical conduct. Every interaction between members
of the Defence Forces and the public contributes to the reputation of the institution.

Military values therefore remain essential both on and off duty. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027) Respect, teamwork, leadership, diversity and constitutional ethics are essential values that sustain the
professionalism and unity of the Kenya Defence Forces. These principles enable personnel from diverse
backgrounds to work together effectively while remaining faithful to the Constitution and the democratic ideals of
the Republic. The ONE47 National Flag reinforces these values through its equal representation of all forty-seven
counties, reminding every member of the Defence Forces that national service is founded upon equality, mutual
respect and shared responsibility. By embodying these principles in daily conduct, the Kenya Defence Forces
strengthen public confidence, institutional cohesion and the constitutional foundations of Kenya's national
security.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Military Values Under the ONE47 National Flag System, Education, Practical Application and
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CHAPTER 4: OFFICIAL DEFENCE FORCES FLAGS

Figure 4.1  Proposed Kenyan flag standards
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Figure 4.2  Proposed Kenya Defence Forces military ensigns
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Military flags occupy a unique position within the constitutional, ceremonial and operational life of the
Republic. Within the ONE47 National Flag System, the authorised Defence Forces flags form a coherent military
family subordinate to the National Flag and consistent with the national flag framework.

Figure 4.3  ONE47 National Flag symbolism and colours
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They support command identification, protocol, diplomacy, state ceremonies, military education, international
operations and public representation. Their design, manufacture, display and use therefore require precise
technical and ceremonial standards. This chapter defines the Defence Forces flag family and explains the
symbolism and authorised use of each principal ensign. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) (Explanatory Memorandum to the
National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.1 Purpose of the Defence Forces Flag System
The Defence Forces Flag System has been developed to provide a coherent visual identity for the Kenya

Defence Forces while reinforcing the constitutional values represented by the ONE47 National Flag. Its principal
objectives are to: establish officially recognised military flags; strengthen military identity within a unified
national framework; preserve military heritage and ceremonial traditions;

standardise military flag protocol across all services; reinforce constitutional loyalty and national unity;

improve consistency in military ceremonies; provide clear engineering and manufacturing specifications;

facilitate military education and civic awareness. By integrating the ONE47 symbolism into the Defence Forces
Flag System, every service member is reminded that military service is rendered equally to every citizen and every
county of the Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.2 Constitutional Basis
The Kenya Defence Forces derive their authority from the Constitution of Kenya and operate under civilian

control in accordance with the rule of law. The official Defence Forces flags therefore represent constitutional
institutions rather than independent military authority. Their display signifies:

lawful command; constitutional legitimacy; national sovereignty; democratic governance; professional military
service. Accordingly, the Defence Forces flags remain subordinate to the National Flag, which continues to
represent the Republic itself. No Defence Forces flag shall assume precedence over the National Flag under any
circumstance. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.3 Principles Governing Military Flags
The Defence Forces Flag System is founded upon six guiding principles.

INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised
KDF/Government protocol prevail. Prescribed handshake emblem and colour classification The central handshake
shall depict two hands in prescribed light-brown and dark-brown shades, representing human diversity, equality,
mutual respect, unity and cooperation among the people of Kenya.

The light-brown and dark-brown shades shall form an integral part of the approved central emblem. Their
purpose shall be to distinguish the two hands, preserve the recognisable appearance of the handshake and
communicate its intended symbolism.

The two shades shall be classified as prescribed emblem-specific colours and not as additional official national
colours. Their use within the central emblem shall not alter the five official national colours of black, white, red,
green and gold (yellow).

These prescriptions apply wherever the approved handshake emblem appears, including the National Flag,
County Flags and Ceremonial Flag Standard. Defence Forces ensigns instead display their prescribed service
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insignia within the segmented ring; their designs shall not be described as containing a central handshake unless
the approved flag artwork actually incorporates one. The forty-seven equal ring segments represent the counties
and use the five national colours, not the two brown emblem shades.

4.3.1 Constitutional Supremacy
The National Flag remains the supreme symbol of the Republic. Every military ensign derives its authority

from the National Flag. Military identity shall never supersede national identity. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

4.3.2 National Unity
The Defence Forces exist to defend the whole Republic. Accordingly, the proposed ONE47 fortyseven-

segment circle reminds every member of the Kenya Defence Forces that their duty extends equally to: all counties;
all communities; all citizens; all constitutional institutions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

(Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.3.3 Military Professionalism
Military flags represent disciplined service rather than personal authority. Every display of an official military

flag shall reflect: professionalism; precision; dignity; discipline; honour. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

4.3.4 Uniformity
All military flags shall comply with one national engineering standard. Uniformity ensures:

consistent manufacture; consistent protocol; consistent inspection; consistent education.

4.3.5 Authenticity
Only officially approved designs shall constitute authorised Defence Forces flags. Unauthorised alterations-

including changes to colours, proportions, emblems or inscriptions-are prohibited. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

4.3.6 Respect
Every military flag shall be handled with the same dignity expected of the National Flag. Respect extends to:

display; transport; storage; ceremonial handling; retirement. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.4 Relationship Between the National Flag and Military Flags
The National Flag occupies a unique constitutional position within the Republic. It represents: the sovereignty

of Kenya; the Constitution; the unity of the people; the authority of the State. Military flags serve a different
purpose. They identify: military command; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

individual services; operational formations; ceremonial institutions. Consequently: the National Flag represents
the nation; military flags represent institutions serving the nation. This distinction shall always be maintained
during official ceremonies. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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4.5 Categories of Official Defence Forces Flags
For national protocol, the official flag family is ordered as National Flag, Presidential Standard, State Flag,

County Flags, Defence Forces Flags and Ceremonial Flag Standard. This chapter focuses on the Defence Forces
category: the Kenya Defence Forces Ensign, Army Ensign, Air Force Ensign, Naval Ensign, authorised Unit
Colours and authorised Regimental Standards. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.6 National Flag
The National Flag remains the highest military flag. Within Defence Forces establishments, it symbolises:

constitutional authority; national sovereignty; the Republic; unity of all forty-seven counties.

The National Flag shall:

occupy the highest position of honour; precede every military ensign; be saluted during military ceremonies;
accompany official national occasions. No Defence Forces flag replaces the National Flag.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.7 Presidential Standard
The Presidential Standard represents the constitutional office of the President of the Republic as Commander-

in-Chief of the Kenya Defence Forces. It shall be displayed only: when authorised; at official presidential
functions; in accordance with Government protocol. The Presidential Standard is not a military flag but a
constitutional standard associated with the Office of the President. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.8 Kenya Defence Forces Ensign
The Kenya Defence Forces Ensign uses a tricolour field of blue tones and red, a combined anchor, wings and

crossed-weapons emblem, and a black upper-hoist canton containing a miniature National Flag.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) The Kenya Defence Forces Ensign represents unified
command and joint Defence Forces identity.

It visually integrates the Kenya Army, Kenya Air Force and Kenya Navy within one national defence
framework. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.9 Army Ensign
The Army Ensign uses a green field, central crossed swords within the forty-seven-segment ring, a laurel

insignia on the fly side, and a black upper-hoist canton containing a miniature National Flag.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) The Army Ensign represents the land service of the Kenya
Defence Forces and its constitutional duty to protect Kenya's sovereignty and territorial integrity. It remains
subordinate to the National Flag and the national order of precedence. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

4.10 Naval Ensign
The Naval Ensign uses a white field, central crossed swords within the forty-seven-segment ring, an anchor

insignia on the fly side, and a black upper-hoist canton containing a miniature National Flag.
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(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) The Naval Ensign identifies the maritime service of the Kenya
Defence Forces and represents maritime security, naval professionalism and defence of Kenya's territorial waters
and maritime interests.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.11 Air Force Ensign
The Air Force Ensign uses a light-blue field, central crossed swords within the forty-sevensegment ring, an

eagle insignia on the fly side, and a black upper-hoist canton containing a miniature National Flag. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) The Air Force Ensign identifies the air service of the Kenya Defence Forces and
represents vigilance, aerospace capability, rapid response and defence of Kenya's airspace. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

national defence. It shall be displayed only in accordance with authorised Air Force ceremonial regulations.

Kenya Defence Forces: Authorised Military Ensigns

4.12 Unit Colours and Regimental Standards
Unit Colours and Regimental Standards preserve the traditions and history of authorised military formations.

They represent unit identity, historical achievement, esprit de corps and ceremonial heritage.

They do not represent the Republic itself and shall be displayed only in accordance with authorised military
protocol. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Having established the constitutional foundation,
hierarchy and categories of the official Defence Forces Flag System, the following sections examine each
authorised military flag individually.

Subsequent parts of this chapter provide comprehensive guidance on their design specifications, symbolism,
engineering standards, authorised display, ceremonial application and operational use, ensuring that every Defence
Forces flag is produced and displayed with complete uniformity, precision and dignity throughout the Republic of
Kenya. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The Kenya Defence Forces Ensign The Kenya Defence Forces (KDF) Ensign is the principal military flag
representing the unified command of the Kenya Defence Forces. While the National Flag remains the supreme
symbol of the Republic, the Kenya Defence Forces Ensign serves as the highest military identifier for the Defence
Forces as a single constitutional institution. The Ensign represents the collective strength, professionalism and
unity of the Kenya Army, Kenya Navy and Kenya Air Force operating under one command structure and one
Constitution. It symbolises that, although the services possess distinct operational responsibilities, they function
together in defence of one sovereign Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory

Memorandum, 2027)

4.13 Constitutional Significance
The Kenya Defence Forces Ensign derives its authority from the Constitution of Kenya and the legislation

governing the ONE47 National Flag System. Its display signifies: lawful military authority;

constitutional service; national defence; operational unity; loyalty to the Republic. The Ensign does not
represent independent military power. Rather, it reflects the Defence Forces' constitutional role as a national
institution operating under civilian authority. Whenever displayed, the Ensign shall reinforce the constitutional
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principle that military power exists solely to protect the Republic and uphold the Constitution. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.14 Purpose of the Kenya Defence Forces Ensign
The Kenya Defence Forces Ensign is intended to: identify the unified command of the Kenya Defence Forces;

distinguish Defence Headquarters from individual service commands; represent joint military operations; serve as
the principal military flag during Defence Forces ceremonies; reinforce institutional unity; (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027) promote recognition of the Kenya Defence Forces nationally and internationally. The Ensign serves as the
official military identity of the Defence Forces while remaining subordinate to the National Flag. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.15 Symbolism of the Ensign
Every element of the Kenya Defence Forces Ensign carries constitutional and institutional meaning.

4.15.1 National Colours
The authorised national colours represent: Black - the people of Kenya and national resilience.

Red - sacrifice made in defence of the Republic. Green - the land, prosperity and national heritage. White
peace, justice and constitutional order. Gold (where authorised) - excellence, honour and national achievement.
These colours preserve the symbolism of the National Flag while expressing military professionalism.

4.15.2 The FortySeven Segment Ring
The forty-seven equal segments remain central to the Ensign. They represent: all forty-seven counties; equality

of representation; national cohesion; collective responsibility. For the Kenya Defence Forces, the ring conveys that
military service is rendered equally to every part of the Republic without distinction. It reminds every service
member that their oath extends to every citizen and every county.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.15.3 Central Military Emblem
The central Defence Forces emblem represents:

unified command; operational integration; institutional identity; constitutional military authority.

The emblem shall be reproduced only in its officially approved form and proportions. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

4.16 Institutional Representation
The Kenya Defence Forces Ensign represents: Defence Headquarters; Office of the Chief of the Defence

Forces; Joint Service Command; Joint Operations Headquarters; official Defence Forces delegations;
multinational military representation where authorised. It shall not replace the National Flag during constitutional
or State functions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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4.17 Authorised Places of Display
The Kenya Defence Forces Ensign may be displayed at: Defence Headquarters; Joint Service Headquarters;

authorised Defence installations; official command buildings; military academies; Defence colleges; Defence
exhibitions; Defence museums; military conferences; authorised ceremonial grounds.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Its display shall always conform to the hierarchy established in
this Manual.

4.18 Ceremonial Use
The Kenya Defence Forces Ensign may be carried during: Defence Forces Day; command handover

ceremonies; commissioning parades; passing-out parades; investiture ceremonies; military anniversaries;
international military events; official State ceremonies involving Defence Headquarters.

During all such ceremonies, the National Flag shall occupy the place of highest honour. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.19 Operational Use
The Kenya Defence Forces Ensign may be used operationally for: headquarters identification;

ceremonial headquarters display; authorised command facilities; official documentation; military publications;
Defence protocol. It shall not be used for tactical battlefield identification unless specifically authorised by
operational directives. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.20 International Representation
During multinational operations, the Kenya Defence Forces Ensign may accompany the National Flag in

accordance with: international military protocol; (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43) (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) host nation regulations; United Nations requirements; African Union
directives; authorised bilateral agreements. Its use promotes recognition of the Kenya Defence Forces while
preserving Kenya's INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and
authorised KDF/Government protocol prevail. national identity. (Constitutive Act of the African Union, 2000)

4.21 Engineering Specifications
The Kenya Defence Forces Ensign shall conform to the engineering standards prescribed in:

Volume III - Technical Standards and Construction Manual; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The Army Ensign The Army Ensign is the official military flag of the Kenya Army, the land component of the
Kenya Defence Forces. It serves as the principal identifying flag for Army formations, establishments and
ceremonial functions while affirming the Army's constitutional responsibility to defend the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of the Republic. Although it represents the land forces specifically, the Army Ensign remains
firmly anchored within the ONE47 National Flag System and derives its authority from the National Flag. It is
therefore both a military symbol and a constitutional emblem, expressing the Army's commitment to serve every
county, every community and every citizen of Kenya. The Army Ensign embodies the traditions, discipline and
operational readiness of the Kenya Army while reinforcing its loyalty to the Constitution and the Republic.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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4.22 Constitutional Role of the Kenya Army
The Kenya Army forms the largest service within the Kenya Defence Forces and is principally responsible for

land-based defence operations. Its constitutional responsibilities include: defending Kenya against external
aggression; protecting territorial integrity; supporting civil authorities when lawfully authorised; participating in
peace-support operations; safeguarding strategic national assets; (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2
and 43) contributing to humanitarian and disaster response. The Army Ensign represents these responsibilities and
shall be displayed only in a manner consistent with the constitutional mission of the Kenya Army. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.23 Purpose of the Army Ensign
The Army Ensign exists to: identify the Kenya Army as a distinct service within the Kenya Defence Forces;

represent Army Headquarters and subordinate formations; distinguish Army installations from those of other
services; serve as the official ceremonial flag of the Kenya Army; reinforce military heritage and esprit de corps;
symbolise constitutional service and professional excellence. It shall never replace the National Flag but shall
complement it as the official symbol of the land forces. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised
KDF/Government protocol prevail.

4.24 Symbolism of the Army Ensign
The design of the Army Ensign incorporates elements of the ONE47 National Flag System together with

officially approved Army insignia. Each element conveys specific institutional meaning.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

4.24.1 National Colours
The colours retain their established national symbolism: Black - the people of Kenya and resilience. Red -

sacrifice and courage. Green - the land defended by the Army. White - peace secured through constitutional order.
Gold (where authorised) - honour, distinction and excellence. These colours emphasise that the Army's mission is
inseparable from the national interest. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.24.2 FortySeven Segment Circle
The forty-seven equal segments represent the forty-seven counties of Kenya. For the Kenya Army this

symbolism carries particular significance. It reminds every soldier that: every county is equally important; no
region receives greater protection than another; military service is impartial; national unity transcends geography,
ethnicity and political affiliation. The Army defends the entire Republic, not selected regions. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.24.3 Official Army Insignia
The authorised Army insignia identifies the flag as belonging specifically to the Kenya Army. Its placement

shall comply precisely with the master engineering drawings. No alternative insignia, badges or unit emblems may
replace the official Army insignia on the Army Ensign. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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4.25 Authorised Display
The Army Ensign may be displayed only at authorised Army establishments, including: Army Headquarters;

brigade headquarters; battalion headquarters; regimental headquarters; training schools;

military academies; Army barracks; Army museums; ceremonial parade grounds; official Army conferences.
Its display shall always conform to the prescribed order of precedence. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

4.26 Ceremonial Use
The Army Ensign may be carried during: passing-out parades; commissioning ceremonies;

command assumption parades; regimental anniversaries; Army Day celebrations; military commemorations;
official inspections; presentation of colours; investiture ceremonies. During such occasions, the Ensign shall be
carried with military precision and treated with the utmost respect.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.27 Operational Use
Operationally, the Army Ensign may be used to identify: Army Headquarters; authorised command locations;

official Army delegations; ceremonial command vehicles; approved Army documentation. Its use in operational
theatres shall be subject to applicable operational security directives.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.28 Engineering Specifications
The Army Ensign shall be manufactured strictly in accordance with the official engineering standards

established in: Volume III - Technical Standards and Construction Manual; (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

The Naval Ensign and Air Force Ensign The Kenya Navy and the Kenya Air Force constitute the maritime and
aerospace components of the Kenya Defence Forces. While each service possesses specialised operational
responsibilities, both remain integral parts of the unified constitutional command established under the Kenya
Defence Forces.

The official Naval Ensign and Air Force Ensign distinguish these services while maintaining complete
alignment with the ONE47 National Flag System. Their designs preserve Kenya's national colours and incorporate
approved service insignia, thereby reinforcing that each service exists to defend one sovereign Republic under one
Constitution. These ensigns serve as official military identifiers during operational deployments, ceremonial
occasions, international engagements and institutional functions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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The Naval Ensign

4.29 Constitutional Role of the Kenya Navy
The Kenya Navy is responsible for protecting Kenya's maritime interests and exercising military authority

within the Republic's territorial waters and maritime domain. Its constitutional responsibilities include: defending
Kenya's territorial waters; protecting maritime sovereignty; securing ports and naval installations; safeguarding
maritime resources; supporting regional maritime security; participating in multinational naval operations;
contributing to humanitarian and disaster response at sea. The Naval Ensign symbolises these responsibilities and
represents the professionalism of Kenya's naval service.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.30 Purpose of the Naval Ensign
The Naval Ensign serves to: identify naval vessels of the Republic; distinguish naval headquarters and

establishments; represent the Kenya Navy during ceremonial functions; provide official naval identity during
multinational exercises and operations; reinforce institutional heritage and maritime professionalism. It shall be
displayed only in accordance with authorised naval regulations and national protocol. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

4.31 Symbolism of the Naval Ensign
The Naval Ensign incorporates the principles of the ONE47 National Flag System while expressing the distinct

identity of the naval service. National Colours The official colours retain their established meaning: (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027) Black - the people of Kenya. Red - sacrifice in defence of the nation. Green - national prosperity and
heritage. White - peace and constitutional order. Gold - honour and excellence (where authorised).

Forty-Seven Segment Circle The forty-seven equal segments remind naval personnel that their responsibility
extends to safeguarding the maritime interests of the entire Republic and all forty-seven counties. Although many
counties are inland, maritime security supports national trade, economic development and territorial sovereignty
for every Kenyan. Naval Insignia The official Kenya Navy insignia identifies the flag as belonging specifically to
the naval service and shall not be altered or replaced.

4.32 Authorised Display
The Naval Ensign may be displayed: aboard commissioned naval vessels; at Kenya Navy Headquarters; at

naval bases; at dockyards; during naval parades; at maritime ceremonies; during official naval visits; at authorised
naval training institutions. When flown aboard a naval vessel, the Ensign shall be positioned in accordance with
recognised naval traditions and Government protocol. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.33 Maritime Protocol
When a commissioned vessel is in service: the Naval Ensign shall identify the vessel as an official military ship

of the Republic;

the National Flag shall retain constitutional precedence; foreign port regulations shall be respected;
international maritime customs shall be observed. During ceremonial departures and arrivals, the Ensign shall be
handled with the same dignity afforded the National Flag. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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4.34 International Naval Operations
During multinational deployments, the Naval Ensign may be displayed: during joint exercises;

humanitarian missions; anti-piracy operations; regional security patrols; international naval ceremonies.

Its display identifies the vessel as an authorised military asset of the Republic of Kenya. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The Air Force Ensign

4.35 Constitutional Role of the Kenya Air Force
The Kenya Air Force protects Kenya's airspace and provides aerial capabilities in support of national defence.

Its constitutional responsibilities include: defending Kenyan airspace; providing air surveillance; supporting land
and naval operations; transporting personnel and equipment; participating in humanitarian operations; contributing
to peace-support missions; supporting disaster response. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)
The Air Force Ensign symbolises these national responsibilities.

4.36 Purpose of the Air Force Ensign
The Air Force Ensign exists to: identify Air Force establishments; represent the Air Force during official

ceremonies; distinguish Air Force headquarters; provide official identity during international aviation
engagements; reinforce institutional professionalism. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.37 Symbolism of the Air Force Ensign
The Air Force Ensign reflects both national identity and aerospace capability. National Colours The colours

preserve the symbolism established in the ONE47 National Flag. Forty-Seven Segment Circle The circular
arrangement signifies that the Kenya Air Force protects the skies above every county equally.

The uninterrupted ring reflects: national unity; equal constitutional protection; integrated air defence. Air Force
Insignia The authorised Air Force insignia identifies the flag as belonging specifically to the Air Force. Its
proportions shall comply with the official engineering drawings. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

(Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.38 Authorised Display
The Air Force Ensign may be displayed: at Air Force Headquarters; air bases;

aviation training institutions; military airports; ceremonial parade grounds; official Air Force conferences;
international aviation exhibitions. Its display shall always respect the hierarchy established in this Manual.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.39 Aviation Protocol
The Air Force Ensign shall: identify authorised Air Force establishments; accompany official aviation

ceremonies; be displayed during command handovers; be flown during official commemorations.

It shall not be used for unofficial purposes. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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4.40 International Air Operations
During international deployments, the Air Force Ensign may accompany the National Flag during:

peace-support missions; multinational exercises; humanitarian airlift operations; official diplomatic aviation
activities. Its use identifies Kenyan military aviation assets while preserving national identity.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Common Engineering Standards INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable
Kenyan law and authorised KDF/Government protocol prevail.

4.41 Engineering Requirements
Both the Naval Ensign and Air Force Ensign shall comply with:

Volume III - Technical Standards and Construction Manual;

Defence Forces Flag Hierarchy, Engineering Standards and Official Display Protocol The effectiveness of a
military flag system depends not only upon the design of individual flags but also upon the existence of clear rules
governing their precedence, display and technical construction.

Uniform standards ensure that military flags communicate authority consistently, preserve ceremonial dignity
and maintain constitutional order. The proposed ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System establishes a unified
framework applicable throughout the Kenya Defence Forces. Every authorised military flag shall conform to
common engineering standards and shall be displayed according to an established order of precedence that reflects
the constitutional hierarchy of the Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.42 Principles of Flag Hierarchy
Flag hierarchy is founded upon the principle that constitutional authority precedes institutional identity.

Accordingly: the Republic takes precedence over every institution; constitutional offices take precedence over
administrative offices; national symbols take precedence over military symbols; unified command takes
precedence over individual service commands. This hierarchy ensures that the Defence Forces remain visibly
subordinate to the constitutional authority of the Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.43 Official Order of Precedence
Whenever official Defence Forces flags are displayed together, the following order shall apply:

Order Official Flag 1 National Flag of the Republic of Kenya Order Official Flag 2 Presidential Standard (when
the President is present in an official capacity) 3 Kenya Defence Forces Ensign 4 Army Ensign 5 Air Force Ensign
6 Naval Ensign 7 Authorised Unit Colours 8 Regimental Standards No deviation from this order shall be permitted
unless specifically authorised by Government protocol.
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4.44 Position of Honour
The position of honour shall always belong to the National Flag. Depending upon the configuration: Indoor

Display The National Flag shall occupy: the observer's left when viewed from the audience; the centre when
displayed among multiple institutional flags; the highest position where vertical display is used. Outdoor Display
The National Flag shall occupy: the highest flagpole where flagpoles differ in height; the central position where
flagpoles are equal; the leading position in ceremonial formations. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.45 Combined Military Displays
During Defence Forces ceremonies, all authorised military flags may be displayed simultaneously.

In such cases: the National Flag shall always remain central; service ensigns shall be arranged according to the
prescribed hierarchy; spacing shall remain uniform; flagpole heights shall be equal unless protocol requires
otherwise. This arrangement visibly demonstrates constitutional order and institutional unity.

4.46 Display at Defence Headquarters
Defence Headquarters shall normally display: National Flag; Kenya Defence Forces Ensign.

Where appropriate: Presidential Standard (during Presidential visits); official guest nation flags; United Nations
flag (where authorised for international events). The Kenya Defence Forces Ensign shall never replace the
National Flag. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.47 Display at Service Headquarters
Service Headquarters may display: Kenya Army Headquarters Kenya Defence Forces Ensign Army Ensign

Kenya Navy Headquarters Kenya Defence Forces Ensign Naval Ensign Kenya Air Force Headquarters (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Kenya Defence Forces Ensign Air Force Ensign No additional unofficial
flags shall be displayed.

4.48 Display During Military Ceremonies
The following ceremonies require official flag protocol: Passing-out parades; Commissioning parades;

Command handovers; Defence Forces Day; National celebrations; Military funerals; Memorial services;
Investiture ceremonies; Official inspections. Flags shall be carried only by authorised colour parties trained in
military ceremonial drill. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.49 Display on Military Installations
Military installations shall display authorised flags only. Permanent display locations include:

headquarters; parade grounds; administration buildings; command offices; ceremonial halls; military
academies. Flags shall be raised and lowered according to prescribed ceremonial procedures. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES:
comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised KDF/Government protocol prevail.
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4.50 Display on Military Vehicles
Official military flags may be mounted only upon vehicles authorised for: the President; Cabinet Secretary

responsible for Defence (where prescribed); Chief of the Defence Forces; authorised senior commanders; official
ceremonial vehicles. Vehicle-mounted flags shall comply with Government protocol concerning: dimensions;
mounting brackets; positioning; authorised occasions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.51 Display on Naval Vessels
Naval display shall follow established maritime protocol. The Naval Ensign shall identify commissioned naval

vessels. When entering foreign ports: international maritime customs shall be respected; courtesy flags may be
displayed where appropriate; the National Flag shall continue to represent Kenyan sovereignty. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.52 Display at Air Bases
Air Force establishments shall display: National Flag; Kenya Defence Forces Ensign; Air Force Ensign.

Display locations include:

headquarters; ceremonial squares; air operations centres; aviation academies.

4.53 Engineering Standards Common to All Defence Forces Flags
Every authorised Defence Forces flag shall comply with common engineering requirements.

These include: Aspect Ratio 2:3 Construction Grid 20 × 30 Units Official Construction Centre (15,10)
Measurement System All dimensions shall derive from the approved master engineering drawings.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.54 Standard Manufacturing Requirements
Official Defence Forces flags shall: use Government-approved fabrics; employ authorised stitching methods;

comply with official colour standards; reproduce only approved insignia; conform to Government quality
assurance procedures. Manufacture by uncertified organisations is prohibited.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.55 Government Certification
Before entering service, every Defence Forces flag shall undergo Government inspection.

Certification shall confirm: dimensional accuracy; colour conformity; emblem positioning; fabric quality;
stitching quality; overall workmanship. Only certified flags may be supplied to Defence establishments. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.56 Operational Restrictions
Official Defence Forces flags shall not be: modified; commercially exploited; reproduced without

authorisation; used for political campaigning; displayed in advertising without approval; incorporated into
unofficial logos. Their use shall remain confined to authorised governmental and military purposes.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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4.57 Preservation of Dignity
Every authorised Defence Forces flag shall be treated as an official national symbol. Accordingly:

it shall never touch the ground; it shall not be flown when severely damaged; it shall not be displayed upside
down except where internationally recognised distress protocols apply; it shall be protected from unnecessary
deterioration. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) The Defence Forces Flag Hierarchy establishes the constitutional framework
through which military identity is expressed while preserving the supremacy of the National Flag. By clearly
defining precedence, display protocol and engineering standards, the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System ensures
consistency throughout the Kenya Defence Forces and reinforces the constitutional relationship between military
institutions and the Republic they serve. Through disciplined observance of these standards, every military
ceremony visibly demonstrates professionalism, respect for constitutional authority and the enduring unity of all
forty-seven counties under one sovereign Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

(Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Legal Protection, Inspection,
Maintenance and Chapter Conclusion The official flags of the Kenya Defence Forces are not merely ceremonial
articles or decorative emblems. They are protected constitutional symbols representing the authority, honour and
operational identity of the Republic of Kenya. Their manufacture, display, maintenance and retirement therefore
require the highest standards of legal protection, technical integrity and institutional accountability.

The effectiveness of the proposed ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System depends upon ensuring that every
authorised military flag is genuine, accurately manufactured, properly maintained and displayed only in
accordance with the law. This final part of the chapter establishes the safeguards necessary to preserve the dignity
and authenticity of these national symbols. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory

Memorandum, 2027)

4.58 Legal Status of Defence Forces Flags
The Kenya Defence Forces Ensign, Army Ensign, Naval Ensign and Air Force Ensign shall be recognised as

official military flags of the Republic of Kenya under the proposed National Flag legislation. Accordingly, these
flags shall enjoy legal protection equivalent to other official State symbols. They shall be regarded as:
constitutional symbols; official Government property where issued for public service; protected military insignia;
authorised representations of the Republic in military contexts. No individual or organisation may claim ownership
over the official designs except as provided by law. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.59 Intellectual Property Protection
The official artwork, engineering drawings and specifications for Defence Forces flags shall remain the

intellectual property of the Government of Kenya. Protection extends to: engineering drawings;

digital master files; CAD coordinates; vector artwork; embroidery templates; manufacturing specifications;
official colour standards. Unauthorised reproduction, modification or commercial exploitation shall constitute an
infringement of Government intellectual property rights. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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4.60 AntiCounterfeit Measures
To protect the integrity of official military flags, Government-certified manufacturers shall incorporate

approved security features where appropriate. These may include: official certification labels;

serial numbering; woven authentication tags; traceable production records; approved manufacturer
identification codes; Government inspection stamps. These measures assist procurement authorities in
distinguishing authentic products from counterfeit reproductions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.61 Authorised Manufacturers
Only manufacturers licensed and certified by the designated Government authority shall produce official

Defence Forces flags. Certification shall require demonstration of compliance with: approved engineering
specifications; authorised colour standards; quality assurance systems; production capability;

inspection procedures. Manufacturers shall be subject to periodic audits to ensure continued compliance.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.62 Government Inspection Procedures
Before acceptance into service, every official Defence Forces flag shall undergo inspection by authorised

Government inspectors. Inspection shall verify: overall dimensions; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

aspect ratio; stripe proportions; colour accuracy; emblem positioning; stitching quality; fabric integrity;
reinforcement; finishing. Inspection findings shall be documented and retained as part of the procurement record.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.63 Acceptance Certification
Following successful inspection, the inspecting authority shall issue an acceptance certificate confirming that

the flag complies with official standards. The certificate shall include: manufacturer's details; production batch
number; inspection date; approving authority; compliance declaration. Only certified flags shall enter official
military service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.64 Responsibilities of Commanding Officers
Commanding officers are responsible for ensuring that flags under their custody are: authentic;

correctly displayed; properly maintained; securely stored; regularly inspected; replaced when necessary.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) They shall designate responsible officers for ceremonial
colours and ensure compliance with this Manual.

4.65 Maintenance Programme
Every Defence Forces establishment shall implement a maintenance programme for official flags.

Maintenance shall include: scheduled inspections; cleaning using approved methods; repair where authorised;
proper drying after exposure to moisture; protection against ultraviolet degradation; secure storage. Maintenance
records should be retained for accountability and replacement planning. (ISO 105B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014)
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4.66 Storage Requirements
Official military flags shall be stored: in clean, dry conditions; away from direct sunlight; free from excessive

humidity; protected against insects and rodents; folded in accordance with approved procedures. Ceremonial flags
shall be stored in protective cases or display cabinets where appropriate.

(ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014)

4.67 Retirement Procedures
When a Defence Forces flag becomes unserviceable through age, damage or fading, it shall be respectfully

retired. Retirement shall occur where: colours no longer conform to official standards; (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO
105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027and Schedules I-II) structural integrity has been
compromised; repairs would alter official dimensions or appearance;

ceremonial dignity would be diminished by continued use. Retired flags shall not be discarded as ordinary
waste. Approved methods of retirement may include: ceremonial destruction; archival preservation of historically
significant flags; disposal under authorised military procedures. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4.68 Historical Preservation
Flags associated with significant historical events, distinguished military operations or notable commanders

may be preserved for educational and heritage purposes. Such flags should be transferred, where appropriate, to:
Defence museums; military academies; authorised historical archives; national museums. Preserved flags shall be
clearly identified as historical artefacts and shall not re-enter active ceremonial service. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

4.69 Training Requirements
Personnel responsible for handling official Defence Forces flags shall receive formal instruction covering:

constitutional significance; symbolism; engineering standards; inspection procedures;

ceremonial drill; folding techniques; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
display protocol; maintenance procedures; retirement requirements. Training shall form part of:

recruit instruction; officer education; ceremonial training; protocol courses. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

4.70 Public Representation
Whenever Defence Forces flags are displayed before the public, they communicate the professionalism and

discipline of the Kenya Defence Forces. Accordingly, all displays shall reflect:

precision; dignity; constitutional loyalty; institutional excellence. Improper display may undermine public
confidence and diminish the symbolic value of the flags.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)
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4.71 Relationship to the ONE47 National Flag System
The Defence Forces Flag System forms an integral component of the broader ONE47 National Flag framework.

Together, the National Flag and the authorised military ensigns express: one Constitution; one Republic; one
sovereign people; one unified Defence Force; equal protection of all forty-seven counties. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The Defence Forces flags therefore reinforce the central philosophy of ONE47: unity through equal
representation and shared national responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

This chapter has established the complete framework governing the official Defence Forces flags of the
Republic of Kenya. It has: identified the authorised military flags; explained their constitutional significance;
defined their symbolism; established engineering and manufacturing standards; prescribed display and ceremonial
protocol; outlined inspection and certification procedures; provided maintenance and retirement requirements;
reinforced the supremacy of the National Flag. Together, these provisions ensure that the Defence Forces Flag
System operates with consistency, professionalism and constitutional integrity throughout the Kenya Defence
Forces. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) (Explanatory Memorandum to
the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) The official Defence Forces flags constitute enduring symbols
of the professionalism, unity and constitutional mandate of the Kenya Defence Forces. While each service
maintains its own distinct identity through its authorised ensign, all remain visibly and legally subordinate to the
National Flag, the supreme symbol of the Republic of Kenya. The integration of the ONE47 National Flag System
into the Defence Forces Flag framework reflects the principle that every member of the Kenya Defence Forces
serves one Constitution, one sovereign Republic and all forty-seven counties equally. Through disciplined
observance of engineering standards, ceremonial protocol and legal safeguards, these flags become more than
military identifiers-they become living symbols of honour, sacrifice, constitutional loyalty and national unity. By
preserving the dignity, authenticity and proper use of these official military flags, the Kenya Defence Forces
strengthen public confidence, uphold the traditions of military excellence and visibly reaffirm their unwavering
commitment to protect the Republic of Kenya with courage, integrity and professionalism. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Act-aligned flag precedence The order of precedence under the National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027 is: National Flag; Presidential Standard; State Flag; County Flags; Defence Forces
Flags; Ceremonial Flag Standard. The list of flag categories must not be mistaken for the legally prescribed order
of precedence.

Governing precedence clarification. For any joint display of official flag categories, the order prescribed by the
National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027 is: National Flag; Presidential Standard; State Flag; County Flags;
Defence Forces Flags; Ceremonial Flag Standard. The Defence Forces category is fifth, below County Flags and
above the Ceremonial Flag Standard. Lists identifying types of flags, operational participation, service formations,
or ceremonial activities are not alternative rankings. Where a ceremonial description suggests a different sequence,
the statutory order governs. Internal ordering among military ensigns does not change the ranking of the Defence
Forces category.
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CHAPTER 5: SYMBOLISM OF THE DEFENCE FORCES FLAGS

Defence Forces flags represent one of the highest expressions of national identity, constitutional duty, and
institutional honour. They are not merely visual identifiers of military organizations; they are symbols that
communicate the relationship between the nation, its people, and those entrusted with the responsibility of
protecting its sovereignty. Throughout history, military flags have served as rallying symbols during conflict,
instruments of unity during national ceremonies, and enduring representations of sacrifice, discipline, and service.
A Defence Forces flag carries the collective memory of generations of service members who have defended the
nation, participated in peace operations, responded to national emergencies, and upheld constitutional order. Under
the ONE47 National Flag System, Defence Forces flags are developed within a unified national symbolism
framework. The system recognizes that the military is not separate from the nation but an institution established by
the Constitution to serve the people. Therefore, Defence Forces flags must express both national unity and military
identity. The design philosophy integrates Kenya’s historical national colours with modern principles of equality,
inclusion, and constitutional governance. The 47- segment unity circle, representing the forty-seven counties of
Kenya, establishes the foundation that every soldier, sailor, and airperson serves the entire Republic and all its
communities equally. The Defence Forces flag system therefore communicates three fundamental ideas: The
Defence Forces belong to the Republic and its people. The Defence Forces protect national sovereignty, peace, and
constitutional order. The Defence Forces unite diverse communities through a common national purpose. A
military flag is consequently both a symbol of authority and a symbol of responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

5.1 THE ROLE OF DEFENCE FORCES FLAGS IN NATIONAL
IDENTITY National identity is created through shared symbols, institutions, and collective experiences.

Among these symbols, military flags occupy a unique position because they represent the commitment of
individuals who accept extraordinary responsibilities in service of the nation. A Defence Forces flag performs
several important functions: (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.1.1 A Symbol of Sovereignty
The primary responsibility of a defence force is the protection of national sovereignty. The flag carried by

defence institutions represents the authority of the Republic and the constitutional mandate granted to the armed
forces. When displayed at military installations, international missions, state ceremonies, and operational
environments, the Defence Forces flag communicates that the institution acts on behalf of the nation. It represents:
Protection of territorial integrity; Defence of national independence;

Preservation of constitutional governance; Protection of citizens and national interests. The flag therefore
serves as a visible declaration that national sovereignty is protected through lawful institutions.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Prescribed handshake emblem and colour classification The
central handshake shall depict two hands in prescribed light-brown and dark-brown shades, representing human
diversity, equality, mutual respect, unity and cooperation among the people of Kenya.

The light-brown and dark-brown shades shall form an integral part of the approved central emblem. Their
purpose shall be to distinguish the two hands, preserve the recognisable appearance of the handshake and
communicate its intended symbolism.

The two shades shall be classified as prescribed emblem-specific colours and not as additional official national
colours. Their use within the central emblem shall not alter the five official national colours of black, white, red,
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green and gold (yellow).

These prescriptions apply wherever the approved handshake emblem appears, including the National Flag,
County Flags and Ceremonial Flag Standard. Defence Forces ensigns instead display their prescribed service
insignia within the segmented ring; their designs shall not be described as containing a central handshake unless
the approved flag artwork actually incorporates one. The forty-seven equal ring segments represent the counties
and use the five national colours, not the two brown emblem shades.

5.1.2 A Symbol of Service and Sacrifice
Military service requires commitment beyond ordinary civic responsibility. Members of the Defence Forces

accept the possibility of personal sacrifice in fulfilment of their duty. The Defence Forces flag honours: Those
currently serving; Veterans who previously served; Those who lost their lives in service; Families who support
military personnel. During remembrance ceremonies, military funerals, and national commemorations, the flag
becomes a symbol of collective gratitude and national memory. The flag does not glorify conflict; rather, it
honours the responsibility to preserve peace through disciplined service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

5.1.3 A Symbol of Unity
Modern defence forces are composed of citizens from every region, community, and background.

The military institution demonstrates that national service transcends individual differences. Within the ONE47
framework, the representation of Kenya’s forty-seven counties reinforces the principle that: Every county
contributes equally to the defence and protection of the Republic. No region, community, or group is represented
as superior or subordinate. The Defence Forces flag reflects the equality of all citizens under the Constitution. The
flag therefore becomes a visual expression of: National integration; Shared responsibility; Collective belonging;
Unity in diversity.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

5.2 CONSTITUTIONAL AND INSTITUTIONAL MEANING OF
MILITARY FLAGS The Defence Forces operate within a constitutional framework. Their authority does not

originate from military power alone but from the Constitution and the democratic institutions of the Republic.

Therefore, military flags must reflect constitutional principles. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.2.1 Defence Forces as Servants of the Republic
A Defence Forces flag does not represent an independent military authority. It represents a constitutional

institution established to serve the Republic. The symbolism communicates that: The military serves the people;
Military power is exercised lawfully; Defence institutions remain accountable to constitutional authority; National
security exists to protect citizens. The flag is therefore a symbol of service rather than dominance. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.2.2 Relationship Between Military Identity and National Identity
Defence Forces flags must balance two identities: Institutional Identity This represents: Military tradition;

Operational capability; Professional pride; Service heritage. National Identity This represents:

The Republic of Kenya; The Constitution; The people; National values. A successful Defence Forces flag
system ensures that institutional identity strengthens rather than competes with national identity. The soldier
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carries the military flag, but serves under the national flag. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.3 RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE NATIONAL FLAG AND
DEFENCE FORCES FLAGS The national flag is the highest symbol of the Republic. All Defence Forces flags

derive their legitimacy and symbolism from the national identity represented by the national flag. The relationship
between the two follows a principle of hierarchical unity: (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.3.1 The National Flag as the Supreme Symbol
The National Flag represents: The entire Republic; All citizens; All institutions; National sovereignty. It is the

common symbol under which all state institutions operate. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.3.2 Defence Flags as Extensions of National Purpose
Defence Forces flags are specialized expressions of national service. They communicate the specific role of

defence institutions while remaining connected to the broader national identity. The Defence Forces flag system
therefore incorporates: National colours; National symbolism; Constitutional values; Military traditions. The
purpose is not to create separate identities but to express different functions within one Republic. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.3.3 Unity Between Civil Authority and Defence Service
The relationship between the national flag and Defence Forces flags reflects the principle that national security

is a collective responsibility. The flag displayed by the military represents: The authority entrusted by citizens; The
responsibility to protect peace; The commitment to constitutional order. It reminds service members that their
loyalty is ultimately to: The Constitution, the Republic, and the People of Kenya. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

The symbolism of Defence Forces flags is founded upon the connection between national identity,
constitutional responsibility, and military service. Under the ONE47 National Flag System: The Defence Forces
flag represents national unity and sovereignty. It honours sacrifice while promoting peace. It reflects equality
among all counties and communities. It connects military tradition with constitutional governance. It reinforces
that the Defence Forces exist to serve the Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

(Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) The Defence Forces flag is
therefore not simply a military emblem. It is a national symbol of duty, honour, unity, and commitment to Kenya.

Colours, and the Symbolism of the 47-Segment Unity Circle in Defence Context.

5.4 PHILOSOPHY OF DEFENCE SYMBOLISM
Defence symbolism is the language through which military institutions communicate values, traditions,

responsibilities, and national purpose. Unlike ordinary visual designs, military symbols carry institutional
authority and historical meaning. Every colour, shape, proportion, and emblem must communicate principles that
guide service members in the execution of their constitutional responsibilities. The philosophy behind Defence
Forces flags under the ONE47 National Flag System is founded on five interconnected principles: National Unity
Constitutional Service Peace Through Strength Honourable Sacrifice Professional Excellence These principles
ensure that Defence Forces flags do not merely represent military power but represent disciplined service in
pursuit of national stability and peace.
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(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.4.1 National Unity as the Foundation of Defence Symbolism
A defence force exists because a nation exists. Its primary purpose is to protect the collective identity, territory,

and aspirations of the people. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The ONE47 Defence Forces flag philosophy recognizes that Kenya is a nation composed of diverse
communities united under one constitutional order. The forty-seven counties represented in the ONE47 system
symbolize: Equal citizenship; Equal contribution to national defence; Shared responsibility for national security;
Permanent unity among all regions. The Defence Forces flag therefore communicates that every member of the
military serves the entire Republic rather than an individual region, community, or political interest. The flag
becomes a reminder that: National defence is a responsibility shared by all Kenyans. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

5.4.2 Constitutional Service
Military symbols must always reflect lawful authority. In a constitutional democracy, the armed forces are

instruments of the Republic and not independent centres of power. The symbolism of Defence Forces flags
therefore emphasizes: Loyalty to the Constitution; Respect for democratic institutions;

Protection of citizens; Commitment to lawful orders; Defence of national sovereignty. The flag represents a
solemn commitment that military capability exists for the protection of peace, stability, and constitutional
governance. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.4.3 Peace Through Strength
Historically, military symbols have often been associated exclusively with conflict. However, modern defence

institutions exist primarily to preserve peace. The Defence Forces flag philosophy adopts the principle: Strength
exists to prevent conflict and protect peace. The symbolism communicates that:

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum,

1. Preparedness discourages aggression; Professional discipline prevents misuse of power; Defence capability
protects national development; Peace allows citizens to prosper. Therefore, the Defence Forces flag is not a
symbol of war but a symbol of responsibility for maintaining peace. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.4.4 Honourable Sacrifice
Military service requires exceptional commitment. Defence symbols recognize that national security depends

on individuals willing to place public duty above personal comfort. The flag honours:

Courage under difficult circumstances; Service in dangerous environments; Protection of vulnerable
communities; Contributions of veterans; Sacrifice of fallen personnel. During military ceremonies, the flag acts as
a bridge between past, present, and future generations of service members. It carries the memory of those who
served before and inspires those who continue the mission. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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5.4.5 Professional Excellence
A Defence Forces flag must represent the highest standards of military professionalism. The symbolism

reinforces values including: Discipline; Integrity; Competence; Accountability; Continuous improvement. The flag
represents an institution committed not only to strength but also to ethical conduct and responsible service.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

5.5 THE MEANING OF MILITARY COLOURS
The colours incorporated within the Defence Forces flag system originate from Kenya’s national identity. Their

interpretation within the military context expands their meaning to reflect defence responsibilities, operational
values, and institutional traditions. The colours are not decorative elements.

They form a visual language communicating the purpose and character of the Defence Forces. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.5.1 BLACK THE PEOPLE AND NATIONAL IDENTITY
Black represents the people of Kenya, who are the foundation of the Republic and the ultimate source of

constitutional authority. Within Defence Forces symbolism, black represents: (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

2. The Citizens Protected by the Defence Forces The military exists to protect the Kenyan people. The colour
reminds service members that their mission begins and ends with public service.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

3. Strength and Resilience Black symbolizes: Endurance; Determination; Strength under pressure; National
resilience. Military personnel are expected to demonstrate these qualities during both peaceful and challenging
circumstances. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

4. The Foundation of National Unity As the foundational colour, black represents the people from whom
national identity emerges. It reinforces the principle: The Defence Forces protect the nation because they belong to
the nation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.5.2 RED SACRIFICE, COURAGE AND DEFENCE OF SOVEREIGNTY
Red is one of the strongest colours in military symbolism because it represents sacrifice and courage.

Within Defence Forces flags, red communicates:

5. The Sacrifice of Service Red honours those who have given their time, effort, and lives in defence of the
Republic. It represents: Service beyond self; Commitment to duty; Courage in adversity. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027) 6. Courage and Operational Readiness Red symbolizes
the determination required to defend national interests. It reflects: Bravery; Resolve; Alertness; Commitment.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7. Defence of Sovereignty The colour reminds the Defence Forces of their constitutional responsibility to
protect: Territorial integrity; National independence; Security of citizens. Red therefore represents both the cost of
defence and the courage required to maintain peace. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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5.5.3 GREEN LAND, ENVIRONMENT AND NATIONAL RESOURCES
Green represents Kenya’s land, natural environment, and resources. Within military symbolism, green carries

additional meanings:

8. Protection of National Territory The Defence Forces are responsible for safeguarding the physical territory of
the Republic. Green represents: Borders; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Landscapes; Natural heritage; National resources.

9. Peace and Stability Green is associated with growth and renewal. It represents the environment necessary for
national development. A secure nation allows: Agriculture; Investment;

Education; Economic advancement. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
10. Future Generations Green reminds the Defence Forces that their mission is not only present security but

preservation of a peaceful future. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.5.4 WHITE PEACE, DISCIPLINE AND ETHICAL CONDUCT
White represents peace and purity of purpose. Within Defence Forces symbolism, white communicates: Peace

The ultimate objective of defence is the preservation of peace. Discipline White represents order, professionalism,
and controlled conduct. Ethical Responsibility It reflects: Integrity;

Honesty; Respect for human dignity; Lawful service. White ensures that military strength remains guided by
moral responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.5.5 GOLD HONOUR, EXCELLENCE AND SERVICE ACHIEVEMENT
Gold represents distinction, achievement, and national pride. Within Defence Forces flags, gold symbolizes:

Honour earned through service; Excellence in performance; Military tradition; National achievement. Gold also
represents the aspirations of the Republic: Progress; Prosperity; Innovation; A successful future. The colour
reminds personnel that military service is a profession of honour requiring the highest standards. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

5.6 THE SYMBOLISM OF THE 47SEGMENT UNITY CIRCLE
IN DEFENCE CONTEXT The defining feature of the ONE47 Defence Forces flag system is the incorporation

of the 47segment unity circle. The circle represents Kenya’s forty-seven counties, each receiving equal visual
representation. Each segment symbolizes: Equal citizenship; Equal dignity; Equal contribution; Shared national
responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.6.1 Equality of All Counties
The equal segmentation ensures that no county appears more important than another. The design rejects

symbolism based on:

Population size; Economic influence; Geographic area; Political power. Every county contributes to the
Republic’s defence and therefore receives equal representation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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5.6.2 Continuous National Connection
The circular arrangement represents permanent connection among all counties. The circle communicates: No

beginning; No ending; No superior region; No excluded community. It symbolizes a defence force united around
one national mission. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.6.3 Military Meaning of the Circle
Within defence symbolism, the circle represents: Unity of command; Collective protection;

Complete national coverage; Continuous vigilance. Just as a circular formation provides collective protection,
the 47-segment circle represents the Defence Forces standing together with all parts of the Republic. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

5.7 KENYA DEFENCE FORCES FLAG SYSTEM UNDER THE
ONE47 FRAMEWORK The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System establishes a structured family of military

flags that expresses both institutional identity and national unity. The system recognizes that the Defence Forces
consist of different services and formations, each with specialized responsibilities, while operating under one
constitutional mandate. The purpose of the Defence Forces flag system is to: Create a unified visual identity across
all defence institutions; Preserve military traditions and service distinctions; Strengthen national pride and public
understanding; Ensure consistency in military ceremonies and official representation; Reflect the constitutional
role of the Defence Forces. The system is based on the principle:

One Republic. One Defence Force. One National Purpose. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory

Memorandum, 2027) Although the Kenya Defence Forces comprise distinct services, all military flags
originate from the same national foundation and remain connected to the sovereignty of Kenya. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.7.1 Principles Guiding the Defence Flag System
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System follows six fundamental principles:

A. Unity Within Diversity The Defence Forces contain different operational branches with unique histories,
skills, and traditions. The flag system allows each service to maintain its identity while remaining part of a unified
national institution. The Army, Navy, and Air Force represent different capabilities, but their ultimate mission is
identical: Protect Kenya; Defend sovereignty; Preserve peace; Serve the people. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

B. National Supremacy All Defence Forces flags derive their legitimacy from the National Flag. Military flags
cannot replace or compete with the National Flag. They represent specialized functions performed on behalf of the
Republic. The National Flag remains the highest symbol of: State authority; National unity;

Citizenship; Sovereignty. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
C. Institutional Honour Each Defence Forces flag represents the history, achievements, and traditions of its

institution.

Military flags preserve: Battle honours; Operational achievements; Service traditions; Institutional memory.
They provide a connection between past generations of service members and those currently serving. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027) D. Professional Identity A military flag
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communicates the standards expected from those who serve under it. It represents:

Discipline; Readiness; Professional conduct; Excellence. Personnel are reminded that carrying the flag carries
responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) E. Constitutional Responsibility Defence Forces flags symbolize service under
constitutional authority. They represent: Loyalty to the Republic; Respect for civilian authority; Protection of
democratic institutions; Commitment to lawful service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

F. Public Trust Military institutions depend on public confidence. The Defence Forces flag system reinforces
the relationship between the armed forces and citizens by communicating: (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

Transparency; National service; Protection; Unity. The flag belongs not only to those who wear the uniform but
to the entire nation they serve. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.8 OFFICIAL DEFENCE FLAG CATEGORIES
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System establishes a hierarchy of official military flags. Each category has a

distinct purpose, level of authority, and ceremonial application. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.8.1 Kenya Defence Forces Joint Flag
The Kenya Defence Forces Joint Flag represents the collective identity of the entire Defence Forces. It

symbolizes: Unity of all military services; Common constitutional mandate; National defence responsibility;
Cooperation between military branches. The Joint Flag is used during: National military ceremonies; Defence
headquarters events; Joint operations; Defence commemorations; International military engagements. Its
symbolism emphasizes that the Defence Forces function as one institution despite having different branches.

5.8.2 Army Ensign
The Army Ensign represents the land component of national defence.

Its symbolism reflects responsibilities including: Protection of national territory; Land-based security
operations; Support to national emergencies; Defence of communities and infrastructure. The Army tradition
emphasizes: Courage; Endurance; Operational discipline; Ground-based service. The flag represents personnel
who operate across diverse geographical environments, from urban areas to remote landscapes. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

5.8.3 Naval Ensign
The Naval Ensign represents maritime defence and protection of Kenya’s waters and maritime interests. It

symbolizes: Protection of territorial waters; Maritime security; Coastal defence; Protection of marine resources.
The Navy flag reflects values including: Vigilance; Navigation; Professional seamanship; Strategic awareness. The
maritime environment requires constant readiness because national security extends beyond land boundaries.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.8.4 Air Force Ensign
The Air Force Ensign represents the aerial defence capability of the Republic. It symbolizes:

Airspace protection; Technological capability; Rapid response; Operational precision. The Air Force flag
reflects values including: Innovation; Technical excellence; Speed; Accuracy; Professional competence. It
represents the responsibility of protecting the nation from above while supporting other defence operations.
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(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

5.8.5 Defence headquarters or command flag
The Defence headquarters or command flag represents the command and coordination authority responsible for

integrating defence capabilities. It symbolizes: Strategic leadership; Unity of command;

Planning; Coordination; National defence policy implementation. The flag represents the institutional
framework that allows different services to operate together effectively. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

5.8.6 Service Command Flags
Service Command Flags represent specific leadership structures within the Defence Forces. They

communicate: Command responsibility; Authority; Accountability; Operational leadership. These flags are used in
official command environments and ceremonial occasions where military leadership is represented. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

5.8.7 Unit and Formation Flags
Unit and Formation Flags represent smaller operational organizations within the Defence Forces.

They preserve: Unit identity; Historical achievements; Collective pride; Professional traditions. Examples
include: Brigades; Regiments; Battalions; Squadrons; Naval formations. These flags strengthen teamwork and
belonging among personnel. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.8.8 Ceremonial and Parade Standards
Ceremonial flags represent the highest traditions of military honour. They are used during:

National celebrations; Military parades;

State ceremonies; Memorial events; Official commemorations. Ceremonial standards may include: Enhanced
materials; Gold fringe; Decorative finishing; Special presentation formats. Their purpose is to express dignity,
respect, and institutional pride. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.9 PRESERVATION OF MILITARY HERITAGE AND
CONTINUITY Military institutions are built upon history. Every generation inherits traditions established by

those who served before them. A Defence Forces flag acts as a historical record. It preserves: Institutional
achievements; Service sacrifices; National memories; Professional traditions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

5.9.1 Connecting Past, Present and Future
A military flag connects three generations: Past Honouring those who established and defended the institution.

Present Representing those currently serving. Future Inspiring future generations to continue the mission. The flag
therefore becomes a symbol of continuity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.9.2 Respect for Military Traditions
The ONE47 system modernizes Defence Forces symbolism while respecting established military traditions.

Modernization does not mean abandoning history. Instead, it means: Preserving valuable traditions; Aligning
symbols with constitutional values; Creating inclusive national representation.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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5.9.3 Defence Flags as Historical Documents
Beyond ceremonial use, military flags serve as historical documents. They record: Institutional identity;

National missions; Periods of service; Contributions to peace and security. The preservation and proper custody of
Defence Forces flags ensures that future generations understand the sacrifices and achievements of those who
served. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.10 SYMBOLISM OF THE KENYA DEFENCE FORCES JOINT
FLAG UNDER THE ONE47 FRAMEWORK The Kenya Defence Forces Joint Flag represents the collective

identity, constitutional responsibility, and unified purpose of Kenya’s defence institution. While individual
services possess distinct traditions and operational roles, the Joint Flag expresses the principle that all defence
capabilities exist under one national command structure and one constitutional mandate. The Joint Flag is therefore
the primary symbol of: Defence unity; National sovereignty; Constitutional service; Collective responsibility;
Peace and security. It communicates that the Army, Navy, and Air Force are not separate institutions competing
for identity but complementary forces operating together in service of the Republic.

5.10.1 The National Foundation of the Joint Flag
The foundation of the Kenya Defence Forces Joint Flag is the national identity of Kenya.

The flag incorporates national symbolism to emphasize that: The Defence Forces belong to the Republic; The
military derives authority from the Constitution; Defence personnel serve all citizens equally; National security is
a collective responsibility. The Joint Flag is therefore not merely a military emblem; it is a representation of the
relationship between the State, citizens, and the Defence Forces.

5.10.2 Symbolism of the Central Unity Emblem
The central emblem within the ONE47 Defence Forces flag system represents the unifying purpose of national

defence. Its symbolism communicates: A. Protection of the Republic The emblem represents the protective
responsibility entrusted to the Defence Forces. It symbolizes: Defence of sovereignty; Protection of territorial
integrity; Preservation of peace. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027) Explanatory

Memorandum, 2027) B. Unity of Military Services The emblem reflects the integration of: Land capability;
Maritime capability; Air capability.

Together, these capabilities create a complete national defence system. No single service represents the entire
Defence Forces; unity creates strength. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

C. Service to the People The emblem reminds military personnel that their ultimate responsibility is public
service.

It represents: Protection of citizens; Support during national emergencies; Assistance during humanitarian
operations; Commitment to national wellbeing. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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5.10.3 Symbolism of the 47Segment Circle on the Defence Flag
The 47-segment circle is the defining feature of the ONE47 Defence Forces symbolism. Each equal segment

represents one of Kenya’s forty-seven counties. The design communicates that: Every county contributes to
national defence; Every community is part of the Republic; Every citizen deserves equal protection. The circle
transforms the Defence Forces flag from a purely institutional symbol into a national unity symbol. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027) Equality Among Counties The equal segmentation ensures that no county receives symbolic preference.
Representation is not determined by: Population size; Economic contribution; Geographic area; Political influence.
Every county occupies an equal position within the national defence identity. This reflects the constitutional
principle that all Kenyans are equal members of one Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Continuous Protection of the Nation The circular form represents continuity and completeness. It symbolizes:

Continuous national vigilance; Permanent commitment to defence; Collective protection of all regions. There
is: No beginning; No end; No superior segment; No excluded community. The Defence Forces stand around the
entire Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.10.4 Symbolism of the Military Colours in the Joint Flag
The colours of the Joint Flag carry expanded defence meanings.

BLACK - THE PEOPLE AND THE FOUNDATION OF SERVICE Black represents the citizens of Kenya,
who are the foundation of the Republic. Within military symbolism, black communicates: Public trust; National
identity; Strength; Resilience. The Defence Forces exist because the people entrust them with the responsibility of
protection. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

RED - SACRIFICE AND COURAGE Red represents the sacrifices made in defence of Kenya. It honours:
Fallen service members;

Courage under danger; Commitment to duty;

Defence of sovereignty. Red reminds personnel that military service requires courage and dedication.

GREEN - TERRITORY AND NATIONAL RESOURCES Green represents the land and natural wealth of
Kenya. Within the Defence Forces context, it symbolizes: Protection of national territory; Security of resources;
Environmental responsibility; Support for national development. The Defence Forces protect the physical
foundation upon which society exists.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum,

11. WHITE - PEACE AND DISCIPLINED SERVICE White represents the ultimate objective of defence:
peace. It communicates: Ethical conduct;

Discipline; Lawful service; Respect for human dignity. Military strength is directed toward maintaining peace
rather than creating conflict. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

GOLD - HONOUR AND EXCELLENCE Gold represents: Military achievement; Honour; Professional
excellence; National pride. It reflects the high standards expected from those entrusted with national defence.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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5.11 SYMBOLISM OF SERVICE FLAGS
While the Joint Flag represents the entire Defence Forces, individual service flags communicate specialized

roles and traditions. Each service flag must maintain a connection with the national symbolism while expressing
its unique mission. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.11.1 Army Ensign Symbolism
The Army Ensign represents the land-based defence capability of the Republic. Its symbolism reflects:

Territorial Protection The Army protects Kenya’s land borders, communities, and strategic locations. The flag
represents: Ground presence; Endurance; Operational readiness. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Courage and Resilience Army service requires personnel to operate in challenging environments. The flag
symbolizes:

Determination; Adaptability; Physical and mental strength. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
National Service Across All Regions Because Army personnel operate throughout the country, the flag represents
service to every county and community.

5.11.2 Naval Ensign Symbolism
The Naval Ensign represents maritime security and the protection of Kenya’s maritime interests.

It symbolizes: Protection of Maritime Sovereignty The Navy safeguards: Territorial waters; Maritime routes;
Coastal security. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Vigilance and Navigation The maritime environment requires constant awareness. The flag represents:
Strategic observation; Precision; Professional seamanship.

Protection of Future Resources The Navy contributes to the protection of marine resources that support national
development.

5.11.3 Air Force Ensign Symbolism
The Air Force Ensign represents aerial defence and technological capability. It symbolizes:

Airspace Protection The Air Force protects the nation’s skies and supports defence operations. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Innovation and Excellence The flag represents: Advanced technology; Technical
expertise;

Precision operations.

Rapid Response Air capability represents speed and flexibility in addressing national security requirements.

5.11.4 Unity of the Three Services
Although Army, Navy, and Air Force flags represent different capabilities, they are connected by a common

purpose. Together they represent: Land; Sea; Air; One Republic. The ONE47 framework ensures that service
identity strengthens national unity rather than creating separation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.12 MILITARY VALUES REPRESENTED THROUGH FLAG
DESIGN A Defence Forces flag is a visual expression of the values expected from those who serve under it.
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Every element of the flag - its colours, symbols, arrangement, and ceremonial use -communicates principles
that guide military conduct. Under the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System, the flag represents not only an
institution but a moral commitment. It communicates that military service requires: Loyalty;

Duty; Courage; Discipline; Honour; Integrity; Service; Sacrifice; Professional excellence. These values form
the foundation upon which public trust in the Defence Forces is built. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

5.12.1 Loyalty
Loyalty is the foundation of military service.

The Defence Forces flag represents loyalty to: The Constitution; The Republic of Kenya; The people of Kenya;
The lawful command structure; Fellow service members. The flag reminds personnel that loyalty is not directed
toward individuals but toward national principles and constitutional responsibility. The colours and symbols of the
flag represent the nation that service members have committed themselves to protect. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

5.12.2 Duty
Duty represents the obligation accepted by every member of the Defence Forces. The flag symbolizes the

commitment to: Perform assigned responsibilities; Protect national interests; Serve during times of peace and
crisis; Place public responsibility above personal convenience. When the flag is carried during military
ceremonies, it represents the collective duty of all personnel who have served before and those currently serving.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

5.12.3 Courage
Courage is central to military identity. The Defence Forces flag represents different forms of courage: Physical

Courage The willingness to face danger while protecting others. Moral Courage The ability to uphold ethical
principles and lawful conduct. Professional Courage (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The willingness to make responsible decisions under challenging circumstances. The red elements of Defence
symbolism reinforce the importance of courage and sacrifice. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.12.4 Discipline
Discipline transforms military capability into responsible national service. The flag represents:

Order; Self-control; Respect for regulations; Professional conduct. A disciplined force protects the nation while
respecting constitutional limitations. White symbolism within the Defence flag system reinforces the connection
between discipline and peace.

5.12.5 Honour
Honour represents the dignity associated with military service. The Defence Forces flag carries the honour of:

Past generations; Current personnel; Future defenders of the Republic. To serve under the flag means accepting
responsibility to maintain the reputation and integrity of the institution. Gold symbolism represents this pursuit of
honour and excellence. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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5.12.6 Integrity
Integrity ensures that military authority is exercised responsibly. The Defence Forces flag symbolizes

commitment to: Truthfulness; Accountability; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Ethical behaviour;
Respect for human dignity. Military strength without integrity can damage public trust. Therefore, integrity is
essential to legitimate defence service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.12.7 Service
The fundamental meaning of a Defence Forces flag is service. The flag represents an institution created to

serve: Citizens; The Constitution; National peace; National development. The military does not exist for personal
power but for public protection. The flag therefore symbolizes service before self.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.12.8 Sacrifice
Sacrifice is one of the deepest meanings associated with military flags. The flag honours: Those who made

sacrifices during service; Families who support military personnel; Veterans who contributed to national security.
During remembrance occasions, the flag becomes a symbol of gratitude and national memory.

5.12.9 Professional Excellence
Modern defence institutions require advanced skills, knowledge, and continuous improvement.

The Defence Forces flag represents: Training; Competence; Innovation; (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

Operational readiness. Gold symbolism reflects the pursuit of excellence and achievement.

5.13 FLAG CEREMONIES AND MILITARY TRADITIONS
Military ceremonies provide structured occasions where the symbolic importance of Defence Forces flags is

expressed. Flag ceremonies preserve tradition, reinforce discipline, and strengthen institutional identity. They
communicate respect for: The nation; The institution; Those who serve; Those who sacrificed. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

5.13.1 Raising of the Defence Forces Flag
The raising ceremony represents the beginning of official duty and the assumption of responsibility. The

ceremony symbolizes: Commitment to service; Readiness; Institutional pride; National representation. Personnel
participating in the ceremony demonstrate respect through disciplined conduct.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

5.13.2 Lowering of the Defence Forces Flag
The lowering ceremony represents completion of official duties. It reflects: Respect; Reflection;

Continuity;

Preparation for future service. The ceremony reinforces that the honour associated with the flag continues
beyond individual events.
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5.13.3 Parade and Colour Ceremonies
Military parades represent discipline, coordination, and institutional pride. During parades, flags symbolize:

Unity of personnel; Shared mission; Historical continuity. The colour party carrying the flag represents the highest
standards of discipline and responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.13.4 Guard of Honour Ceremonies
During state and military occasions, Defence Forces flags form part of the visual expression of national respect.

They are displayed during: State visits; National celebrations; Military commemorations;

Official ceremonies. The presence of the flag communicates dignity and respect. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

5.13.5 Memorial and Remembrance Ceremonies
Defence Forces flags hold special significance during memorial events. They represent: Honour for fallen

personnel; Gratitude for service; Continuity of sacrifice. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The flag serves as a connection between the nation and those who gave their lives in its defence.

5.13.6 International Military Representation
When Kenya Defence Forces personnel participate in international operations, exercises, or diplomatic

engagements, the Defence Forces flag represents Kenya abroad. It communicates: National identity; Professional
standards; Peacekeeping commitment; International cooperation. The flag becomes an ambassador of Kenya’s
values and reputation.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.14 THE FLAG AS A SYMBOL OF MILITARY
BROTHERHOOD AND SERVICE UNITY Beyond ceremonies, the Defence Forces flag creates a shared

identity among personnel. A soldier, sailor, or airperson may serve in different environments and perform different
duties, but all operate under the same national symbol. The flag represents: Common purpose; Mutual respect;
Shared sacrifice;

Institutional belonging. It reminds personnel that every role contributes to national defence. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.14.1 Unity Across Defence Services
The Army, Navy, and Air Force possess different operational cultures, but the Defence Forces flag unites them.

It represents: Combined capability; Joint operations; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Coordinated defence; National responsibility. INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual
only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised KDF/Government protocol prevail.

5.14.2 Unity Across Generations
The flag links: Historical service members; Current personnel; Future generations. Every generation inherits the

responsibility represented by the flag. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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5.15 PROTECTION, RESPECT AND CUSTODY OF DEFENCE
FLAGS Defence Forces flags represent national authority, institutional honour, and the sacrifices of those who

have served the Republic. Because of their significance, they require a high standard of protection, handling,
storage, and ceremonial respect. The proper treatment of a Defence Forces flag demonstrates respect for: The
Constitution; The Republic; Military traditions; Serving personnel; Veterans; Fallen service members. A flag is not
an ordinary piece of fabric. It is a symbolic representation of the institution and values under which personnel
serve. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.15.1 Custody of Defence Flags
Every Defence Forces flag must have designated custodians responsible for its protection and proper use.

Custodianship includes responsibility for: Safe storage; Proper display; Preservation of condition; Controlled
ceremonial use; Accurate historical records. The officer or unit entrusted with a flag carries a responsibility similar
to safeguarding institutional heritage. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.15.2 Protection Against Misuse
Defence Forces flags must be protected against: Unauthorized alteration; Commercial exploitation;

Disrespectful treatment; Improper display; Unapproved reproduction. Protection ensures that military symbols
maintain their dignity and meaning. The integrity of the flag system depends on maintaining consistent standards
across all defence institutions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.15.3 Preservation and Maintenance
Because military flags are frequently used during ceremonies and official events, proper maintenance is

essential. Preservation practices include: Regular inspection; Appropriate cleaning; Repair according to approved
standards; Controlled replacement when necessary; Archiving of historically significant flags. Retired flags with
historical importance should be preserved as institutional heritage objects. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

5.16 DEFENCE FLAGS AS INSTRUMENTS OF NATIONAL
UNITY The greatest symbolic purpose of Defence Forces flags is their ability to unite citizens around a

common national identity. The military represents one of the institutions where individuals from all regions and
communities serve together under one mission. The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System strengthens this concept
by visually representing every county as an equal participant in the Republic.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

5.16.1 The Flag as a Bridge Between Military and Society
Defence Forces flags create a connection between the armed forces and the citizens they serve.

They communicate that: The military belongs to the nation; Security is a shared responsibility; Service protects
all communities equally. During national ceremonies, the flag allows citizens to identify with the defence
institution and recognize its constitutional role.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.16.2 The Flag as a Symbol Beyond Conflict
A Defence Forces flag should not only be associated with military operations. It also represents:
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Disaster response; Humanitarian assistance; Peacekeeping; National development support; Protection of
vulnerable populations. The flag symbolizes a defence institution committed to national wellbeing.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.16.3 Equality and Inclusion Through the ONE47 Concept
The 47-segment unity circle reinforces the principle that every Kenyan county is part of the national defence

identity. The symbolism rejects ideas of: Regional superiority; Exclusion; Unequal belonging. Instead, it
communicates: Every county. Every community. One Republic. The Defence Forces flag therefore becomes an
expression of inclusive patriotism. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.17 TRAINING AND CIVIC EDUCATION APPLICATION
Understanding Defence Forces flags is essential for military personnel, government institutions, schools, and

citizens. A well-understood flag system strengthens respect for national symbols and improves public awareness of
defence institutions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

5.17.1 Military Training Application
Within military training environments, Defence Forces flag education should cover: History of military

symbols; Meaning of colours and emblems; Flag handling procedures; Ceremonial responsibilities; Institutional
traditions. Personnel should understand that carrying or displaying a flag represents a position of trust. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

5.17.2 Government and Institutional Education
Government institutions should understand Defence Forces flags because they participate in national

ceremonies and official events. Training should promote: Correct protocol; Respectful display;

Proper precedence; Understanding of symbolism. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised
KDF/Government protocol prevail.

5.17.3 Public Civic Education
Citizens should understand Defence Forces flags as part of national civic education. Public awareness

promotes: Respect for national institutions; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Appreciation of military service; Understanding of constitutional roles; National unity. The flag should be
understood as a symbol belonging to all citizens. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

5.18 FUTURE ROLE OF THE ONE47 DEFENCE FORCES
FLAG SYSTEM The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System provides a framework that combines national

heritage, constitutional values, and modern symbolic design. Its future significance includes: (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

12. Strengthening National Identity The system provides a common visual language connecting defence
institutions with citizens. 13. Preserving Military Tradition The framework respects historical military practices
while adapting symbolism to contemporary constitutional values. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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14. Enhancing Institutional Unity The system ensures that different services operate under a shared national
identity. 15. Supporting Civic Understanding The flag system provides an educational tool for explaining:
National unity; Defence responsibilities; Constitutional governance. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

The Defence Forces flag is among the most significant symbols of national service. It represents more than
military organization. It represents: The sovereignty of the Republic; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

(Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) The trust of citizens; The
sacrifices of generations; The commitment to peace; The responsibility of service. Under the ONE47 National Flag
System, Defence Forces flags become a visual representation of Kenya’s diversity in unity. The 47-segment circle
establishes that every county, every community, and every citizen is part of the national defence identity. The
colours communicate the essential values of defence service: Black - The people who give legitimacy to the
Republic; Red - The sacrifice and courage required to defend it; Green - The land and resources protected; White -
The peace and discipline pursued;

Gold - The honour and excellence expected. The Defence Forces flag therefore carries a profound message: A
nation united in purpose is stronger in defence, and a defence force committed to service strengthens the unity of
the nation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) TECHNICAL APPENDIX DEFENCE FORCES
FLAG SYMBOLISM SUMMARY A. Symbolic Components Element Meaning National Colours Identity and
sovereignty of Kenya 47-Segment Circle Equality and unity of all counties Circular Form Continuous national
connection Military Emblem Defence responsibility and service Gold Elements Honour, excellence, achievement
Element Meaning White Elements Peace, discipline, ethics B. Defence Flag Hierarchy National Flag of the
Republic Kenya Defence Forces Joint Flag Service Flags Kenya Army Kenya Navy Kenya Air Force Command
Flags Formation and Unit Flags Ceremonial Standards (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

C. Core Values Represented Value Symbolic Meaning Loyalty Commitment to Republic and Constitution Duty
Responsibility to serve Courage Readiness to protect Discipline Professional conduct Honour Institutional dignity
Integrity Ethical authority Sacrifice Service beyond self Excellence Continuous improvement

Chapter 6 - Protocol, Display and Ceremonial Use of

Defence Forces Flags (24 Pages)
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CHAPTER 6: FLAG HIERARCHY AND PRECEDENCE

Flags represent identity, authority, history, and institutional purpose. In a modern constitutional state, numerous
official flags may exist to represent different levels of governance, public institutions, defence organizations, and
ceremonial functions. Because flags carry symbolic authority, their arrangement and order of display must follow
an established system of hierarchy and precedence. Flag hierarchy ensures that: The authority of the Republic is
respected; Institutions are properly represented;

Ceremonies maintain dignity and order; The relationship between national, state, county, and institutional
symbols remains clear. Under the ONE47 National Flag System, flag hierarchy is based on the principle that all
official flags operate within one constitutional framework. The system recognizes: The National Flag represents
the Republic as a whole, while other official flags represent specific functions performed in service of the
Republic. Therefore, precedence is not based on superiority of institutions or individuals, but on constitutional
authority, national representation, and ceremonial purpose. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

(Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.1 MEANING AND PURPOSE OF FLAG HIERARCHY
Flag hierarchy refers to the organized ranking and arrangement of official flags according to their symbolic

authority and institutional relationship. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

It determines: Which flag occupies the position of highest honour; How multiple flags are displayed together;
The order followed during official ceremonies; The relationship between different categories of flags. A clear
hierarchy prevents confusion and ensures that national symbols are treated with consistency and respect. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.1.1 Flag Hierarchy as a Reflection of Constitutional Order
The arrangement of flags reflects the structure of the Republic itself. The National Flag stands at the highest

level because it represents: The sovereignty of Kenya; The authority of the Constitution; The collective identity of
all citizens. Other flags derive their meaning from the functions they represent within the Republic. For example:
A Defence Forces flag represents national defence responsibilities; A County flag represents devolved government
identity; An institutional flag represents a specific organization or service. All operate under the authority and
unity represented by the National Flag. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

6.1.2 Flag Hierarchy as a Symbol of Unity
A hierarchy of flags does not imply that one institution is more valuable than another. Instead, it communicates

different roles within one national system. The ONE47 Flag System recognizes that: National identity unites all
citizens; Government institutions serve the public; Defence institutions protect the Republic; Counties contribute
to national development; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Organizations support specific social
functions. The hierarchy therefore creates order while preserving equality of citizenship.

6.1.3 Flag Hierarchy During Ceremonial Events
During official events, the arrangement of flags communicates respect and institutional relationships. Examples

include: National celebrations; Military ceremonies; Government functions;
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Diplomatic events; County occasions; Educational ceremonies. Proper precedence ensures that every
participant understands the symbolic meaning of the displayed flags. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

6.2 PRINCIPLES GOVERNING FLAG PRECEDENCE
Flag precedence is guided by established principles that maintain consistency, dignity, and respect. The ONE47

Flag System applies the following principles: (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.2.1 Sovereignty and Constitutional Authority
The first principle of flag precedence is sovereignty. The National Flag receives the highest precedence because

it represents the Republic itself. All other official flags are displayed in a manner that recognizes: The supremacy
of national identity; The constitutional foundation of institutions; The unity of the state. No institutional flag may
symbolically replace or outrank the National Flag during official occasions.

6.2.2 Institutional Representation
After the National Flag, precedence considers the function represented by each flag. Institutional representation

includes: State offices; Defence institutions; County governments; Public agencies;

Ceremonial organizations. The order reflects the constitutional role and purpose of each institution.

6.2.3 Equality and Respect
Although flags have different levels of precedence, all legitimate institutions deserve respect. Flag hierarchy

does not communicate: Political preference; Regional superiority; Social ranking. Instead, it communicates
organized representation within one Republic. The ONE47 system particularly emphasizes equality among
counties. Every county flag represents an equal constitutional unit of devolved government. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.2.4 Ceremonial Order and Discipline
Flag precedence creates discipline during ceremonies. Military and state ceremonies rely heavily on precise

symbolic arrangements because: Order demonstrates professionalism; Consistency reinforces respect; Accuracy
prevents misunderstanding. A correctly displayed flag arrangement communicates institutional competence.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.3 THE NATIONAL FLAG AS THE SUPREME SYMBOL OF
THE REPUBLIC The National Flag occupies the highest position within the ONE47 Flag Hierarchy. It

represents the entire nation and all citizens, regardless of: County; Community; Profession; Institution; Personal
identity. The National Flag is the common symbol under which all official institutions operate. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.3.1 Constitutional Status of the National Flag
The National Flag represents: National sovereignty; Independence; Unity; Public identity;

Constitutional authority. It is therefore the primary reference point for all other official flags. Every institutional
flag exists within the national framework represented by the National Flag. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)
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6.3.2 Representation of the People
The National Flag belongs to all citizens. Its symbolism represents: The people of Kenya; The territory of

Kenya; The values of the Republic; The shared national future. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The ONE47 concept strengthens this meaning by emphasizing inclusion of all forty-seven counties within one
national identity.

6.3.3 Authority Over All Official Flags
All official flags must maintain a respectful relationship with the National Flag. This means: The National Flag

receives the position of honour; Other flags complement rather than compete; Institutional symbols remain
connected to national purpose. The National Flag is therefore the foundation of the entire flag hierarchy. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Flag hierarchy and precedence establish the symbolic order through which
the Republic presents itself. The principles are founded on: Constitutional authority; National unity; Institutional
responsibility;

Ceremonial discipline. Under the ONE47 National Flag System: The National Flag is the supreme symbol of
the Republic; Other official flags represent specific functions within the state; Precedence creates order without
diminishing equality; Proper display reflects respect for national institutions. A disciplined flag hierarchy ensures
that every symbol communicates its proper role within one united Republic.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

National Flag, Presidential Standard, State Flag, County Flags, Defence Forces Flags and Ceremonial Flag
Standard.

These six categories constitute the official national order of precedence.

6.4 OFFICIAL FLAG HIERARCHY UNDER THE ONE47 FLAG
SYSTEM The ONE47 Flag System establishes a six-category order of precedence for official flags. The

sequence is: National Flag; Presidential Standard; State Flag; County Flags; Defence Forces Flags; Ceremonial
Flag Standard. This order reflects national sovereignty, constitutional office, government representation, devolved
government, national defence and ceremonial use. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

(Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) LEVEL 1

NATIONAL FLAG

6.4.1 The National Flag
The National Flag occupies the highest position within the flag hierarchy. It represents: The sovereignty of

Kenya;

The authority of the Constitution; The unity of citizens; The territorial integrity of the Republic.

The National Flag is displayed as the primary symbol at: State functions; National celebrations;

International engagements; Government institutions; Defence ceremonies; Public occasions of national
significance. No other flag may replace, diminish, or symbolically supersede the National Flag.
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6.4.2 Symbolic Meaning of National Supremacy
The supremacy of the National Flag does not represent institutional dominance. Instead, it represents the fact

that: All institutions derive authority from the Republic; All public bodies serve the citizens; All official functions
contribute to national objectives. The National Flag is therefore the unifying symbol above all institutional
identities. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

LEVEL 2

PRESIDENTIAL STANDARD

6.4.3 Presidential Standard
The Presidential Standard represents the Office of the President as the Head of State and Commander-in- Chief

of the Defence Forces. Its symbolism communicates: Constitutional leadership;

National unity; Executive authority; Responsibility for the Republic. The Presidential Standard is displayed
only in accordance with official protocol relating to the presence and authority of the President.

It does not replace the National Flag but represents the constitutional office exercised by the Head of State.

6.4.4 State Flag
The State Flag represents the Government of the Republic in its institutional capacity. It symbolizes public

administration, service delivery, national governance and accountability to the people.

It remains subordinate to the National Flag and is displayed in official government contexts according to
approved protocol. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) LEVEL 3

STATE FLAG

6.4.5 State Flag Within the ONE47 System
The State Flag represents the Government of the Republic in its institutional capacity and is displayed in

official government contexts according to approved protocol. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.4.6 County Flags
County Flags represent the forty-seven county governments. Where multiple county flags are displayed

together, a neutral agreed order should be used so that no county is presented as inherently superior to another.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) LEVEL 4

COUNTY FLAGS

6.4.7 County Flag Category
County Flags express devolved government identity while remaining within the national order of precedence

and subordinate to the National Flag, Presidential Standard and State Flag. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)
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LEVEL 5

DEFENCE FORCES FLAGS

6.4.8 Defence Forces Flag Category
The Defence Forces category includes the Kenya Defence Forces Ensign, Army Ensign, Air Force Ensign and

Naval Ensign, together with authorised subordinate military colours and standards governed by military protocol.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) LEVEL 6

CEREMONIAL FLAG STANDARD

6.6.9 Ceremonial Flag Standard
The Ceremonial Flag Standard is the sixth official category in the national order of precedence and is used for

designated ceremonial purposes in accordance with the applicable protocol. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

6.4.10 Other Institutional and Organisational Flags
Flags of agencies, educational institutions, professional bodies and other organisations are not part of the six

official categories unless separately authorised by law. Where displayed with official flags, they must respect the
national order of precedence. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) The official national order is:

1. National Flag 2. Presidential Standard 3. State Flag 4. County Flags 5. Defence Forces Flags 6. Ceremonial
Flag Standard This hierarchy preserves national sovereignty, constitutional and governmental representation,
county equality, Defence Forces identity and ceremonial order. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.5 DISPLAY PROTOCOL AND ARRANGEMENT RULES
Flag precedence is expressed not only through ranking but also through physical arrangement.

The location, height, order, and positioning of flags communicate symbolic relationships between institutions.
Proper display ensures that official flags are presented with dignity and consistency during national, government,
military, diplomatic, and public ceremonies. The ONE47 Flag System establishes the following principles: The
National Flag receives the position of highest honour; Official flags must be displayed according to their
constitutional relationship;

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum,

7. No flag should be positioned in a manner that diminishes the dignity of another legitimate official flag;
Uniformity of arrangement strengthens respect for national symbols. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
Cap. 99)

6.5.1 Position of Honour
The position of honour is the most respected location in a flag arrangement. Generally, when facing an

audience: The National Flag occupies the position of highest honour; Other flags are arranged according to
established precedence; Institutional identity remains subordinate to national identity. The position of honour
communicates the principle that all institutions operate under one national authority.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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6.5.2 Centre Position
When an odd number of flags are displayed together, the National Flag should occupy the central position

where practical. The centre position symbolizes: National unity; Constitutional authority; The Republic as the
foundation of all institutions. Other flags are arranged around the National Flag according to their established
order of precedence.

6.5.3 Multiple Flag Arrangements
Where multiple official flags are displayed, the arrangement shall preserve the national order of precedence:

National Flag; Presidential Standard; State Flag; County Flags; Defence Forces Flags; Ceremonial Flag Standard.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027) Within the Defence Forces category, joint and service ensigns are arranged according to
authorised military protocol.

Other institutional or organisational flags, when present, shall not displace an official flag from its required
position.

Military Ceremony At military ceremonies, the National Flag retains the position of highest honour. Defence
Forces ensigns, command flags, formation flags and unit colours follow authorised internal military protocol while
remaining within the national precedence framework. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.5.4 Indoor Display Rules
Indoor flag displays require particular attention because limited space increases the importance of correct

arrangement. Indoor displays may include: Government offices; Conference halls; Military headquarters;
Diplomatic facilities; Public institutions. The National Flag should be: Clearly visible;

Properly positioned; Given prominence. Other flags should complement rather than compete with it.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.5.5 Outdoor Display Rules
Outdoor displays require consideration of: Visibility; Weather conditions; Flag size; Flag height;

Surrounding environment. Flags displayed outdoors must be maintained in good condition to preserve national
dignity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.6 RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN NATIONAL, COUNTY AND
INSTITUTIONAL FLAGS The ONE47 Flag System establishes a relationship of unity between different

levels of official representation. The relationship is based on three principles: National unity; Constitutional
cooperation;

Institutional identity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.6.1 National Flag and County Flags
County flags represent devolved government units within the Republic. They express: Local identity; Cultural

heritage; Community aspirations; Regional development. However, county identity exists within national identity.
The National Flag therefore remains the common symbol connecting all forty-seven counties. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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6.6.2 Equality of County Representation
The ONE47 framework emphasizes that all counties have equal constitutional status. Therefore, county flag

precedence must not suggest superiority based on: (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory

Memorandum, 2027) Population; Revenue; Land area; Political influence. Where multiple county flags are
displayed, arrangements should follow a neutral system such as: Alphabetical order; Official administrative order;

Agreed ceremonial sequence. This ensures fairness and prevents symbolic ranking among counties.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.6.3 National and Institutional Flags
Institutional flags represent specific organizations, programmes, or services. They may include:

Universities; Agencies; Professional bodies; Public institutions. Such flags communicate organizational
identity but remain connected to the broader national framework. They should always be displayed in a manner
that respects the National Flag. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.7 FLAG PRECEDENCE DURING STATE AND MILITARY
CEREMONIES Ceremonies are occasions where flag hierarchy becomes most visible. Correct precedence

reinforces: Respect; Discipline; Institutional order; National unity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

6.7.1 National Celebrations
During national celebrations: The National Flag occupies the primary position. Other flags may include:

Presidential Standard; State Flag; County Flags; Defence Forces Flags; Ceremonial Flag Standard. The
arrangement communicates that all institutions participate under one national identity. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

6.7.2 State Funerals and Memorial Events
During state funerals and military memorial ceremonies, flags carry deep symbolic meaning. They represent:

National honour; Service; Sacrifice; Collective remembrance. Defence Forces flags may receive prominent
ceremonial placement because of their association with service and sacrifice. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

6.7.3 Military Parades
Military parades emphasize discipline and institutional heritage. The flag arrangement demonstrates: Unity of

command; Service traditions; Operational identity. The National Flag leads the symbolism of the ceremony, with
County Flags preceding Defence Forces Flags whenever both categories are displayed; the internal ordering of
military ensigns does not override the national hierarchy.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)
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6.7.4 Diplomatic and International Events
When Kenya participates internationally, the National Flag represents the Republic. Defence Forces flags or

institutional flags may appear where relevant, but they remain subordinate to national representation. The flag
system communicates: Kenya’s identity; Professional standards; Respect for international cooperation. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.8 SPECIAL AND CEREMONIAL FLAG STANDARDS
Certain occasions require enhanced flag presentation. Special and ceremonial flags represent dignity, honour,

and exceptional occasions. They may include: Gold fringe; Premium materials;

Decorative finishing; Presentation standards. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.8.1 Purpose of Ceremonial Standards
Ceremonial standards are used to emphasize: National importance; Historical significance;

Institutional honour. They are appropriate for: State ceremonies; Military parades; Official commemorations;
Formal presentations. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.8.2 Relationship Between Ceremonial and Ordinary Flags
Ceremonial standards do not create a separate hierarchy. They remain the same symbolic flag presented in a

formal format. The distinction is based on: Occasion; Material quality; Presentation requirements. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.9 ENFORCEMENT, EDUCATION AND COMPLIANCE
A flag hierarchy system requires education and consistent application. Compliance ensures that official

symbols maintain dignity and public confidence. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

6.9.1 Institutional Responsibility
Every institution using official flags should ensure: Correct display; Proper storage; Trained personnel;

Respectful handling.

6.9.2 Civic Education
Public understanding of flag hierarchy strengthens national identity. Education should include:

Meaning of national symbols; Display protocols; Respectful conduct; Institutional relationships. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99)

6.9.3 Professional Training
Government officials, military personnel, protocol officers, and event organizers should receive training on:

Flag precedence; Ceremony arrangements; Official standards. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Flag hierarchy and precedence provide the framework through which official symbols are organised and
respected. The national order places the National Flag first, followed by the Presidential Standard, State Flag,
County Flags, Defence Forces Flags and Ceremonial Flag Standard. Within the Defence Forces category, internal
military protocol governs the placement of joint, service, command, formation and unit flags. Disciplined
arrangement protects both national dignity and institutional identity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)
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Act-aligned flag precedence The order of precedence under the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027
is: National Flag; Presidential Standard; State Flag; County Flags; Defence Forces Flags; Ceremonial Flag
Standard. The list of flag categories must not be mistaken for the legally prescribed order of precedence.

Governing precedence clarification. For any joint display of official flag categories, the order prescribed by the
National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027 is: National Flag; Presidential Standard; State Flag; County Flags;
Defence Forces Flags; Ceremonial Flag Standard. The Defence Forces category is fifth, below County Flags and
above the Ceremonial Flag Standard. Lists identifying types of flags, operational participation, service formations,
or ceremonial activities are not alternative rankings. Where a ceremonial description suggests a different sequence,
the statutory order governs. Internal ordering among military ensigns does not change the ranking of the Defence
Forces category.
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CHAPTER 7: MILITARY FLAG CEREMONIES

Military flag ceremonies are among the most significant traditions within defence institutions.

They represent the connection between the nation, the Defence Forces, and the values that guide military
service. A military flag ceremony is not merely a formal procedure involving the raising, lowering, or movement
of a flag. It is a symbolic expression of: National sovereignty; Institutional honour; Service commitment; Military
discipline; Collective memory. Throughout military history, flags have served as rallying points for personnel
during operations, symbols of unity during ceremonies, and representations of the honour of military
organizations. Within the ONE47 National Flag System, military flag ceremonies are understood as a bridge
between national identity and military responsibility. The ceremony communicates that: The Defence Forces serve
under the authority of the Republic and carry the responsibility of protecting the nation and its people. The proper
conduct of military flag ceremonies ensures that every member of the Defence Forces understands the meaning
behind the symbols they carry and protect. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.1 PURPOSE AND MEANING OF MILITARY FLAG
CEREMONIES Military flag ceremonies exist to preserve tradition, reinforce values, and communicate

institutional identity. They provide structured occasions where personnel demonstrate respect for national symbols
and military heritage. The primary purposes of military flag ceremonies are: To honour the Republic and its
sovereignty; To strengthen military discipline; To preserve institutional traditions;

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) To recognize service and sacrifice; To reinforce unity among
personnel.

7.1.1 Expression of National Loyalty
The military flag represents the nation that service members have committed themselves to protect. During

ceremonies, personnel demonstrate loyalty to: The Constitution; The Republic of Kenya;

The people of Kenya; The lawful institutions of government. The ceremony reminds personnel that military
service exists for the public good.

7.1.2 Reinforcement of Military Discipline
Military ceremonies are designed around precision, coordination, and respect. The synchronized movement of

personnel, commands, and flags demonstrates: Training; Discipline; Professionalism;

Teamwork. The manner in which a flag is handled reflects the standards expected from the institution.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.1.3 Preservation of Institutional Memory
Every Defence Forces unit has a history. Military flag ceremonies preserve: Unit achievements;

Historical traditions; Contributions of previous generations; Institutional identity. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027) The flag becomes a physical connection between those who served before, those currently
serving, and future generations.
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7.1.4 Recognition of Service and Sacrifice
Military flags hold special importance during occasions honouring service members. They represent: Courage;

Commitment; Sacrifice; National gratitude. During memorial ceremonies, the flag becomes a symbol of
remembrance and respect for those who gave their service in defence of the Republic. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

7.2 HISTORICAL AND INSTITUTIONAL IMPORTANCE OF
MILITARY COLOURS Military flags, often referred to as colours, standards, or ensigns depending on

tradition and service context, have historically represented the identity and honour of military formations. The
presence of colours on a battlefield historically allowed personnel to: Identify their formation; Maintain unity;
Rally around a common symbol. In modern defence institutions, the operational role of military flags has evolved,
but their symbolic importance remains. Today, military colours represent: Institutional pride;

Service heritage; National responsibility; Professional identity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.2.1 Colours as Symbols of Trust
A military flag represents the trust placed in the Defence Forces by citizens.

The responsibility of carrying a flag is therefore considered an honour. The bearer represents: The institution;
The personnel who serve under it; The history attached to the flag. The flag is entrusted to trained personnel
because it carries symbolic authority. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.2.2 Colours as Symbols of Unity
Military units consist of individuals with different backgrounds and experiences. The flag unites personnel

through: Shared purpose; Common values; Institutional loyalty. Under the ONE47 framework, the 47- segment
unity circle reinforces the principle that all personnel serve one Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

7.2.3 Colours as Symbols of Continuity
A military flag represents continuity across generations. It carries: Past achievements; Present responsibilities;

Future obligations. Every generation of personnel becomes a temporary guardian of the institution’s honour.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.3 PRINCIPLES GOVERNING MILITARY FLAG
CEREMONIES Military flag ceremonies operate according to established principles that ensure dignity,

consistency, and respect. The ONE47 Defence Forces ceremonial framework is guided by five fundamental
principles. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Prescribed handshake emblem and colour
classification The central handshake shall depict two hands in prescribed light-brown and dark-brown shades,
representing human diversity, equality, mutual respect, unity and cooperation among the people of Kenya.

The light-brown and dark-brown shades shall form an integral part of the approved central emblem. Their
purpose shall be to distinguish the two hands, preserve the recognisable appearance of the handshake and
communicate its intended symbolism.

The two shades shall be classified as prescribed emblem-specific colours and not as additional official national
colours. Their use within the central emblem shall not alter the five official national colours of black, white, red,
green and gold (yellow).
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These prescriptions apply wherever the approved handshake emblem appears, including the National Flag,
County Flags and Ceremonial Flag Standard. Defence Forces ensigns instead display their prescribed service
insignia within the segmented ring; their designs shall not be described as containing a central handshake unless
the approved flag artwork actually incorporates one. The forty-seven equal ring segments represent the counties
and use the five national colours, not the two brown emblem shades.

7.3.1 Respect and Honour
The first principle is respect. Every interaction with a military flag must demonstrate recognition of its

symbolic importance. Respect is expressed through: Proper handling; Correct positioning;

Appropriate conduct; Ceremonial discipline. The respect given to the flag represents respect for the Republic
and those who serve it. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.3.2 Discipline and Precision
Military ceremonies require exact coordination. Precision demonstrates: Readiness; Professional competence;

Institutional discipline. Movements involving flags must be performed according to established procedures to
preserve dignity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.3.3 Continuity and Tradition
Military ceremonies preserve traditions developed over generations. They connect modern personnel with:

Historical service members; Institutional achievements; National defence heritage.

Tradition provides identity and strengthens institutional cohesion. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

7.3.4 National Representation
Every military flag ceremony represents the Republic.

Whether conducted at: Military bases; State events; International missions; Public commemorations, the
ceremony communicates Kenya’s values and professionalism. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.3.5 Constitutional Service
Military ceremonies reinforce that defence institutions serve under constitutional authority. The flag represents:

Lawful service; Protection of citizens; National responsibility. It reminds personnel that military power exists to
protect peace and security.

7.4 THE ROLE OF THE COLOUR PARTY
The colour party is the ceremonial group responsible for carrying and protecting military flags during official

occasions. The colour party represents the highest standards of military discipline and responsibility. Its members
are selected based on: Professional conduct; Training; Discipline;

Understanding of ceremonial duties. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.4.1 The Flag Bearer
The flag bearer has the primary responsibility of carrying the military flag. The position represents: Trust;

Honour; Institutional responsibility. The flag bearer must maintain: Proper posture; Controlled movement;
Respectful handling.
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7.4.2 Flag Escorts
Flag escorts support and protect the flag bearer. They symbolize: Collective responsibility;

Protection of institutional honour; Unity among personnel. The escorts ensure that the flag receives appropriate
ceremonial respect. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.4.3 Command Responsibility
Commanders are responsible for ensuring that flag ceremonies are conducted properly. Their responsibilities

include: Training personnel; Maintaining standards; Preserving traditions; Ensuring correct protocol. The
commander’s role reflects the importance of leadership in protecting institutional values. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

7.4.4 Ceremonial Discipline
The colour party demonstrates discipline through: Uniform appearance; Coordinated movement;

Professional conduct; Respectful bearing. The quality of a flag ceremony reflects the professionalism of the
institution conducting it.

7.5 TYPES OF MILITARY FLAG CEREMONIES
Military flag ceremonies are conducted for different purposes depending on the occasion, institutional

requirement, and symbolic meaning.

Although procedures may vary, every ceremony is guided by common principles: Respect for national
symbols; Military discipline; Institutional honour; Public representation; Preservation of tradition.

Under the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System, each ceremony reinforces the relationship between the
Defence Forces, the Republic, and the people. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

7.5.1 FLAG RAISING CEREMONY
The flag raising ceremony represents the beginning of official duty, the assumption of responsibility, and the

affirmation of commitment to national service. It is one of the most visible daily expressions of respect for national
and military identity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Purpose of the Flag Raising Ceremony The ceremony symbolizes: Renewal of commitment to service;
Recognition of national authority;

Readiness to perform duties; Unity among personnel. The rising of the flag represents the continuing presence
of the Republic and the responsibilities undertaken by those serving under it. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

Symbolic Meaning The upward movement of the flag communicates:

Conduct During Flag Raising Personnel participating in the ceremony demonstrate: Proper military bearing;
Respectful attention; Discipline; Professional conduct. The ceremony reinforces that even routine actions carry
symbolic importance. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

1. National Pride: The flag rising represents confidence in the Republic and its future.
2. Service Commitment: Personnel begin their duties under the symbol of the nation they protect.
3. Continuity: The ceremony connects each day of service with generations that came before.
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7.5.2 FLAG LOWERING CEREMONY
The flag lowering ceremony represents the conclusion of official duties and provides an opportunity for

reflection and respect. It symbolizes that service continues beyond the completion of a particular day or
assignment. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Purpose of the Flag Lowering Ceremony The
ceremony recognizes: Completion of duty; Reflection on service; Continued commitment;

Respect for national symbols.

Symbolic Meaning The lowering of the flag represents:

7.5.3 PRESENTATION OF FLAGS TO UNITS
The presentation of a military flag to a unit is one of the most significant ceremonies within military tradition. It

represents the formal granting of institutional identity and responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) Purpose of Flag Presentation A flag presentation symbolizes: Recognition of a
military unit; Transfer of responsibility;

Acceptance of institutional honour; Commitment to uphold traditions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

Meaning of Receiving a Military Flag When a unit receives its flag, it accepts responsibility for: Protecting the
reputation of the institution; Maintaining professional standards; Honouring previous generations; Serving the
Republic faithfully. The flag becomes a permanent symbol of unit identity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

Transfer of Responsibility During a handover ceremony, the transfer of the flag represents continuity. It
connects: Previous commanders; Current leadership; Future generations. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

The physical transfer reflects the transfer of trust and responsibility.

7.5.4 MILITARY PARADES AND COLOUR CEREMONIES
Military parades are among the most formal occasions where Defence Forces flags are displayed.

They demonstrate: Discipline; Unity; Professional capability; Institutional pride. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

Role of Flags During Parades During military parades, flags represent: The nation; The service; The formation;
The history of the unit. They provide a visual centre around which personnel organize themselves. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Parade Formation and Symbolism The presence of flags within a parade communicates: Unity Personnel move
together under shared symbols. Discipline Coordinated movements demonstrate training and professionalism.
Continuity Flags represent traditions carried across generations. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Inspection Ceremonies During official inspections, flags demonstrate institutional readiness. The inspection
recognizes:

1. Respectful Closure: The completion of daily responsibilities.
2. Preservation of Honour: The flag is carefully lowered and protected because its meaning continues beyond the ceremony.
3. Preparation for Future Service: The following day begins with renewed commitment.
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Professional standards; Military preparedness; Respect for command authority. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

7.5.5 MEMORIAL AND REMEMBRANCE CEREMONIES
Military flags hold profound significance during ceremonies honouring those who have served and sacrificed.

These occasions connect the Defence Forces with national memory. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

Purpose of Memorial Flag Ceremonies They honour: Fallen service members; Veterans; National sacrifices;
Contributions to peace and security.

Symbolism During Military Funerals The flag represents: National gratitude; Respect for service; The bond
between the individual and the Republic. The presence of the flag communicates that the nation remembers and
honours those who served. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) The Flag as a Symbol of Continuity
During remembrance ceremonies, the flag represents the continuation of national service. It reminds present and
future generations that: Freedom requires responsibility; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Peace
requires commitment; Service creates lasting national value.

7.5.6 INTERNATIONAL AND PEACEKEEPING FLAG CEREMONIES
When Kenya Defence Forces personnel participate in international missions, military flag ceremonies carry

additional importance. The flag becomes a representation of Kenya beyond its borders.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Symbolism in International Missions The flag communicates:
National identity; Professional military standards; Commitment to peace;

International cooperation.

Importance for Personnel Abroad For deployed personnel, the flag represents: Connection to home; Support of
the Kenyan people;

The responsibility of representing the Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.6 THE ONE47 MEANING OF MILITARY FLAG
CEREMONIES Under the ONE47 framework, military flag ceremonies gain additional symbolic meaning

through the representation of Kenya’s forty-seven counties. The ceremonies communicate that: Every county
contributes to national defence; Every citizen is protected equally; Every service member serves the entire
Republic. The 47-segment unity circle reinforces the message: (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

One nation. Forty-seven counties. One shared responsibility.

7.7 FLAG HANDLING PROTOCOL DURING CEREMONIES
The manner in which a military flag is handled reflects the discipline, professionalism, and respect of the

institution represented. A Defence Forces flag is considered a symbol of national honour and institutional identity.
Therefore, every movement involving the flag must demonstrate precision, dignity, and responsibility. The
handling of military flags is governed by the principles of: Respect; Control;
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Precision; Security; Ceremonial dignity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.7.1 Carrying Procedures
The carrying of a military flag is an honoured responsibility assigned to trained personnel. The flag bearer must

demonstrate: Correct posture; Controlled movement; Confidence; Respectful bearing.

The flag must remain: Clean; Properly positioned; Protected from damage; Displayed with dignity. The flag
bearer does not merely carry a physical object; they carry the reputation and history of the institution.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.7.2 Movement and Positioning of Flags
During ceremonies, flags must be moved according to established procedures. Correct positioning ensures:

Clear visibility; Proper hierarchy; Respectful presentation. Flag movements should be:

Coordinated; Deliberate; Professionally executed. Sudden, careless, or informal handling undermines the
symbolic importance of the flag. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.7.3 Salutes and Military Honours
Military honours are expressions of respect toward national and institutional symbols. During appropriate

ceremonies, personnel demonstrate respect through: Formal salutes; Attention positions;

Ceremonial commands; Respectful silence where required. The honours rendered to the flag reflect respect for:
The Republic; Those who served; The values represented by the institution. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

7.7.4 Storage and Custody After Ceremonies
After ceremonies, military flags must be returned to secure storage. Proper custody ensures:

Preservation; Protection; Historical continuity. Storage procedures should include: (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

Clean and dry conditions; Controlled access; Protection from deterioration; Proper documentation.

A military flag remains an important institutional asset even when not publicly displayed. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.8 DEFENCE FORCES FLAGS IN STATE AND
INTERNATIONAL CEREMONIES Defence Forces flags frequently appear beyond military installations.

They represent Kenya during national and international occasions where defence institutions participate. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.8.1 State Ceremonies
During state ceremonies, Defence Forces flags symbolize the constitutional role of the military.

They may appear during: National celebrations; State commemorations; Official government events;

Ceremonial occasions involving the Head of State. Their presence communicates: National readiness;

Institutional professionalism; Commitment to constitutional service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory
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Memorandum, 2027)

7.8.2 Diplomatic and International Events
When Defence Forces personnel participate internationally, military flags represent Kenya’s identity and

reputation. They may appear during: International military exercises; Peacekeeping operations;

Defence cooperation events; Multinational ceremonies. The flag communicates: Kenya’s contribution to peace;
Professional military standards; Respect for international cooperation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable
Kenyan law and authorised KDF/Government protocol prevail.

7.8.3 Peacekeeping Missions
Kenya’s participation in peace-support operations demonstrates the broader purpose of defence service. During

peacekeeping ceremonies, the flag represents: Commitment to international peace;

Protection of vulnerable populations; Cooperation among nations. The Defence Forces flag becomes a symbol
not only of national defence but of Kenya’s contribution to global stability. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945,
arts. 1, 2 and 43) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027and Schedules III) (Explanatory Memorandum to
the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.9 TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS
The quality of military flag ceremonies depends on training, preparation, and institutional commitment. Flag

ceremonies must not be treated as routine procedures without meaning. They are opportunities to reinforce:
Military values; National identity; Professional discipline. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.9.1 Training of Flag Personnel
Personnel assigned ceremonial duties should receive training in: Flag history;

Symbolism; Handling procedures; Ceremony movements; Protocol requirements. Understanding meaning is as
important as mastering procedure.

7.9.2 Command Responsibility
Commanders are responsible for maintaining ceremonial standards. They must ensure: Personnel are properly

trained; Procedures are followed; Flags are maintained; Traditions are preserved. Leadership plays a critical role in
protecting military heritage. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

7.9.3 Public Education Role
Military flag ceremonies also serve an educational purpose. They allow citizens to understand:

The role of the Defence Forces; The meaning of national symbols; The importance of service and sacrifice.
Public ceremonies strengthen trust between citizens and defence institutions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, Cap. 99)

7.10 THE ONE47 MEANING OF MILITARY FLAG
CEREMONIES The ONE47 framework expands the symbolism of military flag ceremonies by connecting

defence service with national unity. The 47-segment unity circle communicates that: All counties contribute to
Kenya’s defence; All communities share ownership of the Republic; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)
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All service members protect the entire nation. Military ceremonies therefore become expressions of: Inclusion;
Unity; Shared responsibility. The flag ceremony represents the meeting point between: The citizen, the soldier, and
the Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Military flag ceremonies preserve the dignity,
history, and values of the Defence Forces. They transform a flag from a simple object into a living symbol of:
National sovereignty; Institutional honour;

Military tradition; Public trust; Service and sacrifice. Through flag raising, lowering, presentation, parade,
memorial, and international ceremonies, the Defence Forces communicate their commitment to the Republic.
Under the ONE47 National Flag System, military flag ceremonies reinforce a central national message: A united
nation is protected by a disciplined defence force committed to honour, peace, and service. The proper conduct of
military flag ceremonies ensures that every generation understands the meaning of the symbols entrusted to them.
The flag is carried by personnel, but it carries the history, values, and aspirations of the entire nation. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Governing precedence clarification. For any joint display of official flag
categories, the order prescribed by the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027 is: National Flag;
Presidential Standard; State Flag; County Flags; Defence Forces Flags; Ceremonial Flag Standard. The Defence
Forces category is fifth, below County Flags and above the Ceremonial Flag Standard. Lists identifying types of
flags, operational participation, service formations, or ceremonial activities are not alternative rankings. Where a
ceremonial description suggests a different sequence, the statutory order governs. Internal ordering among military
ensigns does not change the ranking of the Defence Forces category.

ONE47 NATIONAL CIVIC EDUCATION MANUAL SERIES | VOLUME VI

ONE47 National Civic Education Manual Series | Volume VI | 84



CHAPTER 8: DISPLAY AND USE OF MILITARY FLAGS

Military flags are among the most respected symbols within a Defence Forces institution. Their display and use
communicate national identity, institutional authority, military tradition, and commitment to constitutional service.
A military flag is not simply a visual identifier of a unit or organization. It represents: The Republic that the
Defence Forces protect; The values that guide military service; The history of those who served before; The
responsibilities carried by those currently serving. The manner in which a military flag is displayed reflects the
professionalism, discipline, and respect of the institution responsible for it. Under the ONE47 National Flag
System, the display and use of military flags are guided by a unified philosophy: Military symbols must strengthen
national unity, reflect constitutional responsibility, and preserve the honour of defence service. The system
recognizes that military flags operate within a hierarchy of national symbols. They represent specialized defence
functions while remaining connected to the National Flag as the supreme symbol of the Republic. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

8.1 PURPOSE AND IMPORTANCE OF MILITARY FLAG
DISPLAY The display of military flags serves important symbolic, institutional, and ceremonial purposes. A

properly displayed military flag communicates: Authority; Readiness; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

Unity; Professional identity; National commitment. Military flag display ensures that personnel and citizens
understand the role and purpose of defence institutions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.1.1 Representation of National Defence
Military flags represent the responsibility entrusted to the Defence Forces to protect: National sovereignty;

Territorial integrity; Citizens; Constitutional order. Whenever displayed, a military flag represents an institution
acting on behalf of the Republic.

8.1.2 Expression of Institutional Identity
Each military formation has unique responsibilities, traditions, and achievements. Military flags preserve

institutional identity by representing: Service history; Unit achievements; Professional traditions;

Collective pride. A Kenya Army unit flag, Navy flag, or Air Force flag communicates a specific role while
remaining part of the unified Defence Forces system. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.1.3 Reinforcement of Military Values
The proper display of flags reinforces military values including: Discipline; Honour; Loyalty;

Duty; Integrity. The respect shown to a flag reflects the respect expected in military service.

8.1.4 Connection Between Defence Forces and Citizens
Military flags also serve an important public function. When displayed during national occasions, ceremonies,

and community events, they communicate: The military belongs to the people; Defence institutions serve the
Republic; National security is a shared responsibility. The ONE47 framework strengthens this relationship by
representing all forty-seven counties as equal contributors to national identity. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)
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8.2 PRINCIPLES GOVERNING MILITARY FLAG USE
The use of military flags must follow principles that protect their dignity and ensure consistency across all

Defence Forces institutions. The ONE47 Defence Flag System is founded on five key principles.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.2.1 Respect and Dignity
The first principle is respect. Military flags must always be treated with dignity because they represent: The

nation; The institution; Those who served; Those who sacrificed. Respect is demonstrated through: Correct
display; Proper handling; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Professional conduct; Appropriate ceremonial use.

8.2.2 National Identity
All military flags remain connected to the identity of Kenya. They must communicate that: The Defence Forces

serve the Republic; Military authority comes from constitutional responsibility; National unity remains the
foundation of defence service. The National Flag remains the highest symbol within all military contexts.

8.2.3 Constitutional Authority
Military flags represent institutions established to serve under constitutional authority. Their use must reflect:

Loyalty to the Constitution; Respect for lawful leadership; Protection of citizens;

Responsible exercise of authority. The flag symbolizes service, not independent power. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.2.4 Institutional Honour
Every military flag carries the honour of the organization it represents. Therefore, personnel using or displaying

military flags must uphold: Professional standards; Institutional reputation; Historical traditions. A damaged,
improperly displayed, or misused flag reflects negatively on the institution.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.2.5 Operational Discipline
Military environments require precision and discipline. Flag use must therefore follow established procedures

regarding: Display locations; Timing; Handling; Storage; Ceremonial application. Consistency ensures that
military symbols maintain their significance. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.3 CATEGORIES OF MILITARY FLAGS
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System recognizes several categories of military flags, each with a specific

purpose and level of representation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.3.1 Kenya Defence Forces Joint Flag
The Kenya Defence Forces Joint Flag represents the combined identity of the Defence Forces. It symbolizes:

Unity of military services; National defence responsibility; Joint operational capability;

Constitutional service. It is used during occasions involving the Defence Forces as a whole. Examples include:
Defence headquarters ceremonies; Joint military events; National defence commemorations;

International engagements.
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8.3.2 Service Flags
Service flags represent the specialized branches of the Defence Forces. They include: Army Ensign Represents:

Land operations; Territorial defence; Ground capability. Naval Ensign Represents:

Maritime security; Protection of waters; Naval operations. Air Force Ensign Represents: Airspace defence;
Aviation capability; Technological operations. Service flags allow each branch to preserve its identity while
maintaining unity within the Defence Forces. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.3.3 Command Flags
Command flags represent leadership authority within the Defence Forces structure. They symbolize: Command

responsibility; Leadership; Coordination; Accountability. They are displayed in official command environments
according to established protocol. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.3.4 Formation and Unit Flags
Formation and unit flags represent smaller military organizations. They preserve: Unit identity;

Historical achievements; Team spirit; Institutional memory. Examples include: Brigades; Regiments;

Battalions; Squadrons; Naval formations. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.3.5 Ceremonial Standards
Ceremonial standards are specially prepared flags used during formal occasions. They may include: Enhanced

materials; Gold fringe; Decorative finishing; Presentation features. They are intended for occasions requiring
exceptional dignity and ceremonial presentation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.4 AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR MILITARY
FLAG USE Military flags require clear responsibility because of their symbolic importance. Authority over

military flags includes responsibility for: Approval of use; Proper display; (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027) Preservation; Training; Accountability.

8.4.1 Command Responsibility
Commanders are responsible for ensuring that military flags are used correctly. Their responsibilities include:

Ensuring protocol compliance; Training personnel; Maintaining standards;

Protecting institutional heritage. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.4.2 Custodial Responsibility
Personnel assigned responsibility for flags act as custodians of military tradition. They must ensure: Safe

storage; Proper handling; Preservation of condition; Accurate records. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

8.4.3 Professional Responsibility
Every member of the Defence Forces shares responsibility for respecting military flags. The flag represents the

collective reputation of the institution. Therefore, every service member contributes to preserving its honour.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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8.5 DISPLAY OF MILITARY FLAGS AT DEFENCE
INSTALLATIONS Defence installations are the primary environments where military flags are displayed.

These locations include headquarters, military bases, training institutions, operational facilities, and other official
defence establishments. The display of military flags at these locations serves both practical and symbolic
purposes. It communicates: The identity of the institution occupying the location; The authority under which
personnel operate; The values and traditions of the Defence Forces; The connection between military service and
national responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Military flag displays must always reflect professionalism, order, and respect.

8.5.1 Headquarters and Command Locations
Defence headquarters and command facilities represent the leadership and coordination structures of the

Defence Forces. The display of flags at these locations communicates: Command authority;

Institutional responsibility; Unity of defence operations. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Flag Arrangement at Headquarters A headquarters flag arrangement may include: National Flag of the
Republic; Kenya Defence Forces Joint Flag; Relevant Service Flag; Command Flag; Institutional or ceremonial
flags where authorized. The National Flag remains the highest symbol, while Defence Forces flags represent the
specific military responsibilities exercised at that location. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Symbolic Meaning The arrangement communicates: National authority above institutional authority; Unity of
command; Professional military organization. It reinforces the principle that command exists to serve national
interests. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.5.2 Military Bases and Camps
Military bases are permanent locations where personnel live, train, and conduct defence activities.

The display of military flags at bases creates a visible expression of: Unit identity; Military pride; National
service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Main Entrance Displays Military installations may
display official flags at entrances to communicate: The identity of the establishment; The authority of the
institution; Welcome and recognition of official visitors. The arrangement must maintain proper hierarchy.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Parade Grounds Parade grounds are among the most significant locations for military flag display. They
provide the setting for: Daily ceremonies; Unit parades; Inspections; Formal events. Flags displayed on parade
grounds represent: Discipline; Tradition; Unit honour. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Unit Identity Displays Where authorized, unit flags may be displayed to strengthen: Unit cohesion;

Historical awareness; Professional pride. Such displays must always remain connected to national symbolism.

8.5.3 Training Institutions
Military training institutions play a central role in developing future service members. Flag displays in training

environments reinforce: Military values; Discipline; National responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) Educational Symbolism The flag serves as a teaching instrument. Recruits
and trainees learn: The meaning of national symbols; Military traditions; Ceremonial procedures; Responsibilities
of service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99)
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Training Environment The proper display of flags helps create an environment based on: Respect; Order;
Professional standards. Every trainee learns that military service begins with respect for the symbols of the
Republic.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.5.4 Operational Locations
Operational locations require special consideration because they represent active defence environments.

Military flags displayed during operations communicate: Presence of national authority; Unity among personnel;
Commitment to mission objectives. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Operational Symbolism At operational locations, flags represent: The Republic being protected; The mission
being undertaken; The personnel performing the duty. They serve as reminders that every operation is conducted
in service of Kenya. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Security Considerations Operational
circumstances may affect the manner and timing of flag display. Commanders may consider: Mission
requirements; Security conditions; Operational environment. However, respect for military symbols remains
essential. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.6 DAILY DISPLAY PROTOCOL
Daily flag displays form an important part of military routine. They establish a continuous connection between

personnel and the values represented by the flag. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.6.1 Flag Raising
The raising of military flags marks the beginning of official activities. It symbolizes:

Commencement of duty;

Readiness; Commitment to service. Personnel participating in the ceremony demonstrate respect through
appropriate military conduct.

8.6.2 Flag Lowering
The lowering of military flags marks the completion of official activities. It represents: Reflection on service;

Respect for the day’s responsibilities; Preparation for continued duty. The flag is carefully removed and stored
according to established procedures. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.6.3 Permanent Displays
Some military locations maintain permanent flag displays. These may include: Headquarters reception areas;

Command offices; Military museums; Memorial locations. Permanent displays must ensure: Proper positioning;
Good condition; Appropriate surroundings. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.6.4 Temporary Displays
Temporary displays are used during: Ceremonies; Official visits;

Military exercises; Special events. Temporary displays must maintain the same standards of respect as
permanent displays.
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8.7 MILITARY FLAG DISPLAY DURING NATIONAL
OCCASIONS Military flags play an important role during national occasions where the Defence Forces

participate as representatives of the Republic.

8.7.1 National Celebrations
During national celebrations, military flags communicate: Defence commitment; National pride;

Institutional participation. The National Flag remains the central symbol, with Defence Forces flags
representing the military contribution to national life. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.7.2 State Events
At state events, military flags may appear during: Official ceremonies; Visits by national leaders;

Formal commemorations. Their presence represents: National security; Institutional readiness;

Constitutional service.

8.7.3 Defence Commemorations
Military commemorations use flags to honour: Fallen personnel;

Veterans; Historical achievements. The flag becomes a symbol of remembrance and gratitude.

8.7.4 Community and Public Events
When Defence Forces participate in public events, military flags help citizens understand the role of the

institution. They communicate: Openness; National service; Public partnership. The flag becomes a visible
connection between the Defence Forces and the people. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.7.5 THE ONE47 APPROACH TO INSTALLATION FLAG DISPLAY

8.7.5 THE ONE47 APPROACH TO
INSTALLATION FLAG DISPLAY The ONE47 framework introduces a deeper national meaning to military

flag displays. Every Defence Forces installation represents service to all forty-seven counties. The 47- segment
unity circle communicates: Equal protection for all regions; Shared national responsibility; Inclusive defence
service.

A military base is not merely located within one county; it serves the entire Republic. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

8.8 DISPLAY OF MILITARY FLAGS WITH THE NATIONAL
FLAG The relationship between military flags and the National Flag is founded on the principle of

constitutional authority and national unity. Military flags represent specialized defence responsibilities, but they
derive their legitimacy from the Republic represented by the National Flag. Therefore: The National Flag remains
the supreme symbol, while military flags represent the institutions entrusted with protecting the nation. The correct
arrangement of military flags with the National Flag communicates that Prescribed handshake emblem and colour
classification The central handshake shall depict two hands in prescribed light-brown and dark-brown shades,
representing human diversity, equality, mutual respect, unity and cooperation among the people of Kenya.

The light-brown and dark-brown shades shall form an integral part of the approved central emblem. Their
purpose shall be to distinguish the two hands, preserve the recognisable appearance of the handshake and
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communicate its intended symbolism.

The two shades shall be classified as prescribed emblem-specific colours and not as additional official national
colours. Their use within the central emblem shall not alter the five official national colours of black, white, red,
green and gold (yellow).

These prescriptions apply wherever the approved handshake emblem appears, including the National Flag,
County Flags and Ceremonial Flag Standard. Defence Forces ensigns instead display their prescribed service
insignia within the segmented ring; their designs shall not be described as containing a central handshake unless
the approved flag artwork actually incorporates one. The forty-seven equal ring segments represent the counties
and use the five national colours, not the two brown emblem shades. defence service exists in support of national
sovereignty and the people of Kenya. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.8.1 National Flag Supremacy
The National Flag receives the highest precedence in all military settings. This principle applies during:

Military ceremonies; Defence headquarters events; National celebrations; (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

International engagements; Public displays. The National Flag represents: The Constitution; The people; The
territory; The sovereignty of the Republic. Military flags complement this identity by representing the
organizations responsible for national protection. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.8.2 Principles of Military Flag Placement
When displayed with the National Flag, military flags must observe: Correct order of precedence;

Proper spacing; Equal standards of care; Appropriate height and positioning. The arrangement must avoid
creating the impression that a military institution exists independently from national authority. Instead, the display
communicates: National authority → Defence responsibility → Institutional service. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

8.8.3 Multiple Flag Arrangements
Multiple flags are commonly displayed during: Defence ceremonies; Military graduations;

Command events; State occasions; International military engagements. The arrangement should provide a clear
symbolic order. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) A typical military arrangement may include:
National Flag of the Republic; Kenya Defence Forces Joint Flag; Service Flags; Command Flags; Formation or
Unit Flags. The exact arrangement may vary according to the nature of the event. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

8.8.4 Central Position Arrangement
Where an odd number of flags are displayed, the National Flag should occupy the central position where

practical. The centre symbolizes: Unity; Authority; National purpose. Military flags are arranged around the
National Flag to demonstrate their supporting role. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.8.5 Position of Honour
Where a central arrangement is not possible, the National Flag occupies the position of honour.

Other flags follow according to established precedence. The position of honour communicates: Respect;

Recognition; Constitutional order.
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8.8.6 Equal Treatment of Military Flags
Although military flags have different functions, each must receive appropriate respect. No service flag should

be displayed in a manner suggesting: Institutional superiority; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
Political preference; Unequal importance. The Kenya Army, Kenya Navy, and Kenya Air Force represent different
capabilities within one Defence Forces structure. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.9 DISPLAY OF MULTIPLE DEFENCE FORCES FLAGS
Military events often require the display of several Defence Forces flags together. Such occasions include: Joint

exercises; Defence anniversaries; Graduation ceremonies; Command transitions; National military events. The
arrangement must communicate unity while preserving service identity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

8.9.1 Joint Defence Occasions
During events involving all services, the Kenya Defence Forces Joint Flag represents collective military

identity. It symbolizes: Unity of command; Integrated operations; Common national mission.

Service flags may accompany the Joint Flag to recognize specialized roles. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

8.9.2 Service Representation
The service flags represent: Kenya Army Symbolizes: Land-based defence;

Territorial security; Ground operations. Kenya Navy Symbolizes: Maritime protection; Naval readiness; Ocean
security. Kenya Air Force Symbolizes: Air defence; Aviation capability; Airspace protection. Together, the service
flags communicate comprehensive defence capability. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.9.3 Command Ceremonies
Command ceremonies mark important moments within military leadership. Examples include:

Appointment ceremonies; Change of command; Retirement ceremonies; Official military presentations.

Flags displayed during these events represent continuity of leadership and institutional responsibility.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.9.4 Unit Events
Unit ceremonies may feature: Formation flags; Regimental colours; Unit standards.

These flags preserve: Unit history; Achievements; Traditions. However, they remain subordinate to the
National Flag and Defence Forces identity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.10 INDOOR DISPLAY PROTOCOL
Indoor military flag displays require careful consideration because they are often viewed in close ceremonial

environments. Locations include: Command offices; Meeting rooms; Military halls; Conference facilities;
Reception areas. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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8.10.1 Command Offices
Military offices may display flags representing: National authority; Defence identity; Command responsibility.

The arrangement should reflect the position and function of the office. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

8.10.2 Conference and Meeting Spaces
During official meetings, flags communicate: Institutional presence; National representation;

Professional identity. The National Flag should remain prominent. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

Military flags may be displayed to identify the defence institution participating in the engagement.

8.10.3 Indoor Flag Condition
Indoor flags must maintain high standards of presentation. They should be: Clean; Properly mounted; Free from

damage; Appropriately sized. Poorly maintained flags reduce the dignity of the institution represented. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.11 OUTDOOR DISPLAY PROTOCOL
Outdoor military flag displays require consideration of environmental conditions and visibility.

Outdoor displays commonly occur at: Military entrances; Parade grounds; Memorials; Training facilities;

Operational locations. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.11.1 Flagpole Standards
Military flagpoles should ensure: Proper height; Stability; Visibility; Secure mounting. Flagpoles at defence

installations form part of the ceremonial environment. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.11.2 Weather Protection
Outdoor military flags should be monitored for: Fading; Damage; Wear; Environmental deterioration.

Damaged flags should be replaced according to approved procedures. (ISO 105-B01:2014;

ISO 105-B02:2014)

8.11.3 Night Display
Where military flags are displayed continuously, appropriate lighting should be provided. The purpose is to

maintain: Visibility; Respect; Proper presentation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.12 RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MILITARY AND COUNTY
FLAGS The ONE47 Flag System recognizes the relationship between defence institutions and devolved

government. Military flags and county flags represent different constitutional functions. Military flags represent:
National defence; Security; Protection of sovereignty. County flags represent: Local identity; Devolved
governance; Community heritage. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)
(Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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8.12.1 Equality Within National Unity
Neither military flags nor county flags replace the National Flag. Both operate within one national framework.

The relationship communicates: Defence protects all counties; Counties contribute to national identity; All citizens
share equal belonging. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.12.2 Military Ceremonies Involving Counties
Where county representatives participate in military events: The National Flag remains central;

Military flags represent defence institutions; County flags represent local participation. Such arrangements
demonstrate cooperation between national defence and devolved governance. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

8.13 USE OF MILITARY FLAGS DURING CEREMONIES
Military ceremonies provide important occasions where Defence Forces flags are displayed to communicate

honour, tradition, and institutional identity. The presence of military flags transforms a formal gathering into a
symbolic representation of: National service; Military heritage; Institutional responsibility; Collective
commitment. Every ceremonial use of a military flag must preserve the dignity associated with defence service.
The flag is not merely decorative. It represents the history, values, and responsibilities of the organization carrying
it. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.13.1 Military Parades
Military parades are among the most visible occasions for military flag display. They demonstrate: Discipline;

Unity; Readiness; Professionalism. Flags provide the symbolic centre of the parade formation. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Role of Flags During Parades During military parades, flags represent: The
Republic; The Defence Forces; Individual services;

Specific formations or units. They provide a connection between present personnel and the traditions of
previous generations. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Parade Flag Positioning The arrangement of
flags during a parade must reflect: National precedence; Military hierarchy;

Ceremonial purpose. The National Flag leads the symbolic order, followed by Defence Forces flags according
to established protocol. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Parade Discipline Personnel participating in flag movements must demonstrate: Precision; Coordination;
Respectful bearing. The quality of flag presentation reflects the professionalism of the entire formation. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

8.13.2 Guard of Honour Ceremonies
A guard of honour represents the highest ceremonial respect offered by military personnel.

Military flags play an important role in communicating the significance of the occasion. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Purpose of Flag Display During Guard of Honour The flags symbolize:

National welcome; Military professionalism; Institutional respect. They reinforce the connection between the
Defence Forces and constitutional authority.
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Occasions for Guard of Honour Military flags may be displayed during: Visits by national leaders; Official
diplomatic visits;

Defence ceremonies; National commemorations. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.13.3 Military Graduation Ceremonies
Graduation ceremonies mark the completion of significant training milestones. Flags displayed during these

events symbolize: Transition into service; Acceptance of responsibility; Commitment to national duty. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Symbolic Meaning The presence of the flag reminds graduates that their
skills and training are dedicated to:

Protecting citizens; Upholding constitutional responsibilities; Serving the Republic. The flag represents the
trust placed upon newly commissioned personnel.

8.13.4 Promotions and Appointments
Military promotions and appointments represent changes in responsibility and leadership.

Flags provide a symbolic connection between: Individual achievement; Institutional duty;

Continuity of command.

Meaning of Flag Presence The flag reminds newly promoted personnel that authority comes with:
Responsibility;

Accountability; Service obligations. Leadership is exercised on behalf of the Republic, not personal interest.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.13.5 Awards and Honours Ceremonies
Military awards recognize exceptional service, courage, dedication, and achievement. Flags displayed during

awards ceremonies symbolize: National appreciation; Institutional recognition;

Honourable service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Connection Between Flags and
Recognition An award presented under the flag represents recognition by the nation and the institution. It connects
individual achievement with collective service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.14 MILITARY FLAGS DURING FUNERALS AND
MEMORIAL EVENTS Military flags carry some of their deepest meaning during occasions of remembrance.

They represent the nation’s respect for those who have served and sacrificed. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

8.14.1 Fallen Personnel
When honouring fallen service members, the flag represents: National gratitude; Sacrifice;

Courage; Commitment. The flag becomes a symbol of the relationship between the individual and the
Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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8.14.2 Funeral Flag Protocol
During military funerals, flags must be handled with exceptional dignity. The ceremony communicates:

Respect for service; Recognition of sacrifice; Support for families; Preservation of military honour. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Symbolic Meaning of the Flag The flag represents that the service member’s
contribution is remembered by: The Defence Forces; The nation; Future generations.

8.14.3 Memorial Ceremonies
Memorial ceremonies preserve national memory. Military flags displayed during remembrance events

symbolize: Historical continuity; Collective gratitude; Commitment to peace. They connect current personnel with
those who served before. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.14.4 Veterans’ Events
Military flags also play an important role during events honouring veterans. They recognize:

Previous service; Institutional heritage; Continuing connection between generations. The flag represents the
shared identity of all who have served. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.15 INTERNATIONAL AND PEACEKEEPING USE
Military flags represent Kenya whenever Defence Forces personnel participate beyond national borders. In

international environments, the flag becomes a visible representation of: Kenyan identity;

Professional military standards; Commitment to peace and cooperation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

8.15.1 Foreign Deployments
During foreign deployments, military flags provide personnel with a symbolic connection to the Republic. They

represent: The authority of Kenya; The mission entrusted to personnel; The support of the Kenyan people.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.15.2 Multinational Exercises
During multinational exercises, Defence Forces flags demonstrate Kenya’s participation among partner nations.

They communicate:

Professional cooperation; Mutual respect; Shared security objectives.

8.15.3 Diplomatic Military Engagements
Military flags may appear during: Defence cooperation events; International military ceremonies;

Official engagements. They contribute to Kenya’s representation abroad. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

8.15.4 Peace Support Operations
In peacekeeping and peace-support operations, military flags symbolize Kenya’s contribution to international

stability. They represent: Peace; Responsibility; Human security; Cooperation among nations. The flag
communicates that defence service extends beyond national borders to support global peace.
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8.16 THE ONE47 SYMBOLISM IN CEREMONIAL USE
The ONE47 Defence Flag System provides additional meaning to ceremonial displays. The 47segment unity

circle represents: Equal participation of all counties; Shared responsibility for national defence; Unity of citizens
and service members. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Military ceremonies therefore communicate that every region contributes to the defence of the Republic. The
message is: Every county. Every citizen. One shared commitment to peace and security.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.17 RESTRICTIONS AND PROTECTION OF MILITARY
FLAGS Military flags represent national authority, institutional honour, and the sacrifices associated with

defence service. Because of their importance, their use must be carefully controlled and protected.

Protection of military flags ensures that: Their symbolism remains respected; Their appearance maintains
dignity; Their use remains consistent with defence values; Their meaning is not distorted or exploited. The
responsibility of protecting military flags belongs to the entire Defence Forces community. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.17.1 Unauthorized Use
Military flags may only be used for approved purposes. Unauthorized use includes: Display by persons or

organizations without permission; Use outside official military contexts; Representation that suggests false
military affiliation; Use contrary to established protocol. Unauthorized use weakens institutional identity and may
create confusion regarding official representation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99)
INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised
KDF/Government protocol prevail.

8.17.2 Alteration and Modification
Military flags must not be altered without official approval. Prohibited modifications include:

Changing colours; Removing official elements; Adding unauthorized symbols; Changing proportions; Creating
unofficial versions. The integrity of the flag design preserves historical continuity and institutional recognition.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.17.3 Commercial Misuse
Military flags must not be used for commercial purposes without authorization. Commercial misuse includes:

Unapproved merchandise; Advertising; Branding; Products implying official endorsement. The symbolic value of
military flags must remain connected to service, not commercial gain. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

8.17.4 Disrespectful Treatment
Military flags must never be subjected to: Intentional damage; Improper handling; Disrespectful display;

Negligent storage. Respect for the flag reflects respect for: The Republic; Service members;
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Military traditions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.18 MAINTENANCE, STORAGE AND PRESERVATION
Proper maintenance ensures that military flags remain symbols of dignity and continuity. A flag that is worn,

damaged, or neglected does not adequately represent the institution it symbolizes. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

8.18.1 Inspection of Military Flags
Military flags should be regularly inspected for: Fabric deterioration; Colour fading; Structural damage;

Hardware condition. Inspection ensures early identification of maintenance requirements. (ISO 105- B01:2014;
ISO 105-B02:2014)

8.18.2 Cleaning and Care
Military flags should be maintained according to approved standards. Care practices include:

Appropriate cleaning methods; Proper drying; Careful handling; Protection from environmental damage.

Improper cleaning methods may damage symbolic elements. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.18.3 Replacement Standards
A military flag should be replaced when it can no longer maintain an acceptable standard of presentation.

Replacement decisions should consider: Physical condition; Historical significance;

Ceremonial requirements. Retired flags with historical importance should be preserved where appropriate.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.18.4 Storage Requirements
When not displayed, military flags should be stored securely. Storage should provide: Protection from

moisture; Protection from excessive light; Controlled access; Proper identification. Historical flags may require
specialized preservation arrangements. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.19 TRAINING AND COMPLIANCE FRAMEWORK
A successful military flag system depends on education, training, and consistent application.

Personnel must understand not only how to use flags but why they matter. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

8.19.1 Training of Military Personnel
Training should cover: Flag symbolism; Display standards; Ceremonial procedures; Handling techniques;

Custodial responsibilities. This ensures that every person interacting with military flags understands their
significance. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.19.2 Protocol Officers and Ceremony Coordinators
Personnel responsible for organizing ceremonies should receive specialized training in: Flag precedence; Event

arrangements; Display requirements; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Coordination procedures. Their role ensures consistency across Defence Forces institutions.
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8.19.3 Command Oversight
Commanders maintain responsibility for ensuring compliance with flag standards. They should ensure: Proper

training; Correct implementation; Maintenance of traditions; Accountability. Leadership commitment protects the
credibility of the flag system. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.19.4 Public Education and Awareness
Military flags also serve an educational purpose for citizens. Public understanding promotes:

Respect for defence institutions; Appreciation of military service; Understanding of national symbols.

When citizens understand military symbols, they develop stronger connections with national identity.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.20 THE ONE47 DEFENCE FLAG DISPLAY PHILOSOPHY
The ONE47 Defence Flag System introduces a national philosophy based on unity, inclusion, and shared

responsibility. The central idea is: Defence of the Republic belongs to all citizens and all regions.

The 47-segment unity circle represents Kenya’s counties as equal contributors to national identity.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

8.20.1 Unity Without Uniformity
The ONE47 approach recognizes that different military branches have different roles. However: Different roles

serve one purpose; Different units protect one nation; Different traditions contribute to one defence identity. The
flag system balances institutional identity with national unity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.20.2 Equality of National Service
The symbolism rejects the idea that national defence belongs to one region or community. Instead, it

communicates: Every county contributes; Every citizen belongs; Every service member serves the entire Republic.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

8.20.3 Defence Flags as Symbols of Trust
Military flags represent the trust placed in the Defence Forces by citizens. They symbolize the responsibility to:

Protect; Serve; Maintain peace; Uphold constitutional values. The flag therefore represents both authority and
accountability.

The display and use of military flags require discipline, knowledge, and respect. A military flag represents far
more than an institution or formation. It represents: National sovereignty; (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

Defence responsibility; Institutional heritage; Service and sacrifice. The ONE47 Defence Flag System provides
a structured framework that ensures military flags remain: Professionally displayed;

Properly protected; Symbolically meaningful; Connected to national identity. Through correct display and
respectful use, military flags become instruments of unity between: The Defence Forces; The government;

The counties; The citizens. The ultimate message of the system is: A respected flag reflects a respected
institution, and a respected Defence Force strengthens a united Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)
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Act-aligned flag precedence The order of precedence under the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027
is: National Flag; Presidential Standard; State Flag; County Flags; Defence Forces Flags; Ceremonial Flag
Standard. The list of flag categories must not be mistaken for the legally prescribed order of precedence.

Governing precedence clarification. For any joint display of official flag categories, the order prescribed by the
National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027 is: National Flag; Presidential Standard; State Flag; County Flags;
Defence Forces Flags; Ceremonial Flag Standard. The Defence Forces category is fifth, below County Flags and
above the Ceremonial Flag Standard. Lists identifying types of flags, operational participation, service formations,
or ceremonial activities are not alternative rankings. Where a ceremonial description suggests a different sequence,
the statutory order governs. Internal ordering among military ensigns does not change the ranking of the Defence
Forces category.
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CHAPTER 9: UNIT COLOURS AND STANDARDS

Unit colours and standards represent some of the most valued traditions within military institutions. They
embody the identity, history, achievements, and honour of specific military formations while maintaining a
connection to the wider Defence Forces and the Republic. A unit colour is not merely a decorative flag assigned to
a military organization. It is a symbolic record of: Service; Sacrifice;

Achievement; Loyalty; Institutional heritage. Throughout military history, colours have served as symbols
around which personnel unite. They preserve the memory of those who served before and provide a source of
inspiration for those currently carrying the responsibilities of defence service. Within the ONE47 Defence Forces
Flag System, unit colours and standards are recognized as important elements of military heritage. They provide
individual formations with a distinct identity while reinforcing their connection to the national defence mission.
The guiding principle is: Every unit has its own history, but every unit serves one Republic. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

9.1 MEANING AND PURPOSE OF UNIT COLOURS AND
STANDARDS Unit colours and standards are official military symbols representing specific formations,

commands, or units within the Defence Forces structure. They communicate: The identity of a military formation;
The traditions inherited from previous generations; The responsibilities entrusted to the unit;

The achievements earned through service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.1.1 Representation of Unit Identity
Every military unit develops a unique identity based on:

Its role; Its history; Its operational experiences; Its achievements; Its traditions. The unit colour provides a
visible representation of this identity. It allows personnel to understand that they belong to something larger than
themselves. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.1.2 Symbol of Honour and Responsibility
A unit colour represents the reputation of the formation. Personnel serving under a unit colour carry

responsibility to: Protect its honour; Maintain professional standards; Preserve its traditions; Add positively to its
history. The colour becomes a symbol of trust between the unit, the Defence Forces, and the nation. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.1.3 Connection Between Past, Present and Future
Unit colours create continuity across generations. They connect: Past service members who established

traditions and achievements, with: Current personnel who uphold those traditions, and: Future generations who
will inherit the responsibility. The colour therefore represents a living institutional memory. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.1.4 Symbol of Unity and Discipline
Military units bring together individuals with different backgrounds, skills, and experiences. The unit colour

creates unity by providing a common symbol. It reinforces: Shared purpose; Team identity;

Collective responsibility; Military discipline. Personnel serve not only as individuals but as members of a
respected institution. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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9.2 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF MILITARY COLOURS
Military colours have a long historical tradition. Historically, colours served practical purposes by helping

soldiers identify their formation during conflict. They provided: A visible gathering point; A symbol of leadership;
A representation of collective identity. Over time, their practical battlefield role developed into a deeper
ceremonial and symbolic function. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

9.2.1 Early Military Use
Early military banners and standards were used to distinguish groups during battle. They allowed personnel to:

Identify their unit; Maintain formation; Follow commanders; Preserve unity under difficult conditions. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The loss or protection of a military standard often carried significant symbolic meaning.

9.2.2 Evolution into Institutional Symbols
As military organizations developed, colours became less focused on battlefield identification and more

focused on: Tradition; Honour; Heritage; Institutional identity. Modern military colours preserve historical
meaning while serving primarily ceremonial and educational purposes. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.2.3 African Military Heritage Context
Across African military traditions, symbols and standards have represented: Authority;

Community identity; Collective responsibility; Historical memory. Modern defence institutions continue this
tradition by creating symbols that reflect national identity and professional military values. (Kenya Defence Forces
Act, 2012) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.2.4 Kenyan Defence Heritage
Within Kenya’s defence tradition, military symbols represent: National service; Defence responsibility;

Professional excellence; Commitment to peace. Unit colours provide formations with a way to preserve their
unique contributions to the history of the Republic.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.3 SYMBOLIC IMPORTANCE OF UNIT COLOURS
Unit colours carry multiple layers of meaning. They represent both the military formation and the values

expected from those who serve under them. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.3.1 Identity and Heritage
The colour identifies the unit and preserves its heritage. It may represent: Founding history;

Operational achievements; Important milestones; Institutional traditions. The colour becomes a permanent
reminder of the unit’s journey. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.3.2 Honour and Reputation
A unit’s reputation is reflected through its colour. The condition, treatment, and display of the colour

demonstrate the respect given to: Previous generations; Current personnel; Future members.

Protecting the colour means protecting the honour of the unit.
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(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.3.3 Continuity Between Generations
Military service involves a continuous transfer of responsibility. The unit colour is passed from one generation

to another, symbolizing: Continuity; Loyalty; Institutional memory. Each generation becomes a temporary
guardian of the unit’s legacy. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.3.4 Unity and Discipline
The presence of a unit colour during ceremonies reinforces collective identity. It reminds personnel that:

Individual actions affect the reputation of the whole unit; Discipline protects institutional honour; Unity
strengthens operational effectiveness. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.4 CATEGORIES OF MILITARY UNIT COLOURS AND
STANDARDS The Defence Forces may maintain different categories of colours and standards according to

organizational structure and ceremonial purpose.

9.4.1 Regimental Colours
Regimental colours represent large military traditions and formations. They symbolize: Long-term institutional

heritage; Collective achievements; Service identity. They are often among the most respected symbols within
military organizations. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.4.2 Battalion Colours
Battalion colours represent operational units responsible for specific missions and traditions. They

communicate: Unit identity; Professional capability; Collective honour. Battalion personnel serve under the
reputation represented by the colour. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.4.3 Formation Standards
Formation standards represent larger military groupings. They may symbolize: Command structures;

Operational responsibility; Strategic identity. They provide unity among multiple subordinate units. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.4.4 Squadron and Naval Standards
Specialized formations may maintain standards representing: Aviation capability; Maritime traditions;

Technical expertise. These standards recognize unique operational roles within the Defence Forces. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.4.5 Special Recognition Standards
Some units may receive special standards recognizing: Exceptional service; Historical achievements;

Distinguished performance. Such standards represent institutional excellence and national appreciation. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.4.6 ONE47 PRINCIPLE OF UNIT COLOURS
Under the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System, unit colours are understood as part of a wider national identity.

The diversity of units reflects the diversity of the Republic, but all units contribute to one defence mission. The
principle is: Many formations. Many traditions. One Defence Force. One Nation.
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(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) The unit colour preserves local institutional heritage while
remaining connected to the national purpose represented by the National Flag.

9.5 DESIGN PRINCIPLES OF UNIT COLOURS
The design of military unit colours and standards requires a careful balance between tradition, symbolism,

institutional identity, and national representation. A unit colour must communicate the unique character of the
formation while remaining consistent with the values and symbols of the Republic.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The design process must consider: Historical continuity; Military identity; National symbolism;

Visual clarity; Ceremonial dignity. A successful unit colour design does not merely identify a unit; it tells the
story of the institution it represents. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.5.1 Relationship with National Symbols
All military unit colours exist within the national symbol system of the Republic. They represent specialized

military identity but remain connected to: The National Flag; Constitutional authority;

National values; The Defence Forces mission. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) National Symbolic
Connection Unit colours should reflect the principle that: Every military unit serves the nation before serving its
own identity. Therefore, unit colours should incorporate national symbolism through approved elements such as:
National colours where appropriate; Defence identity elements; Official emblems;

Approved inscriptions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
Maintaining National Unity While units may have unique symbols, their designs must avoid creating separation

from the wider Defence Forces. The purpose of distinct unit colours is to celebrate diversity within one institution.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.5.2 Military Identity and Distinction
Each military unit develops a unique identity based on: Operational role; History; Specialization;

Achievements; Traditions. The design of unit colours should allow personnel and the public to recognize the
distinctive character of the formation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Elements of Military Identity Unit colours may represent:

1. Role and Function A unit’s operational purpose may influence: Symbols; Devices; Motifs;

Design elements. Examples include: Infantry traditions; Naval heritage; Aviation identity;

Engineering capability. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
2. Institutional Heritage Design elements may reflect: Founding dates; Historical milestones; Distinguished

service;

Institutional achievements.

3. Professional Values Unit colours should communicate values such as: Courage; Discipline;

Integrity; Service; Excellence.
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9.5.3 Historical Representation
Military colours serve as visual records of institutional history. Their designs may preserve important elements

such as: Significant achievements; Historic campaigns; Distinguished service;

Traditional symbols. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Prescribed handshake emblem and colour
classification The central handshake shall depict two hands in prescribed light-brown and dark-brown shades,
representing human diversity, equality, mutual respect, unity and cooperation among the people of Kenya.

The light-brown and dark-brown shades shall form an integral part of the approved central emblem. Their
purpose shall be to distinguish the two hands, preserve the recognisable appearance of the handshake and
communicate its intended symbolism.

The two shades shall be classified as prescribed emblem-specific colours and not as additional official national
colours. Their use within the central emblem shall not alter the five official national colours of black, white, red,
green and gold (yellow).

These prescriptions apply wherever the approved handshake emblem appears, including the National Flag,
County Flags and Ceremonial Flag Standard. Defence Forces ensigns instead display their prescribed service
insignia within the segmented ring; their designs shall not be described as containing a central handshake unless
the approved flag artwork actually incorporates one. The forty-seven equal ring segments represent the counties
and use the five national colours, not the two brown emblem shades. Preserving Memory Through Design A unit
colour allows future generations to understand: Where the unit came from; What it has achieved; What
responsibilities it carries. The colour becomes a permanent historical document expressed visually. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Historical Accuracy Historical references incorporated into unit colours must be: Verified; Appropriate;
Respectful;

Consistent with national values. Symbols should honour history while reflecting contemporary constitutional
principles. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

9.5.4 Symbolism of Emblems and Devices
Military unit colours often contain official emblems, badges, or devices that communicate identity. These

elements require careful selection because each symbol carries meaning. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Purpose of Emblems Emblems may represent: Unit history;
Operational role; Geographic association; Professional traditions. They provide visual recognition and strengthen
institutional belonging. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
Design Standards Emblems used on unit colours should be: Officially approved; Clearly defined; Technically
reproducible; Symbolically appropriate. The design must remain recognizable across different sizes and
manufacturing methods. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.6 ONE47 INTEGRATION IN UNIT COLOURS
The ONE47 Defence Flag System introduces a national framework that connects all military symbols with the

broader concept of diversity in unity. The 47-segment unity principle provides a symbolic foundation: Every
region contributes to the defence of the Republic, and every unit serves all citizens equally. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)
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9.6.1 National Unity Through Military Identity
The ONE47 philosophy recognizes that military units may have different traditions and responsibilities.

However, all formations share: One Constitution; One Republic; One national purpose.

Unit colours therefore represent diversity within unity.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.6.2 County Representation and Defence Service
The ONE47 concept recognizes the contribution of all forty-seven counties to national identity.

The symbolism communicates that: Defence service belongs to the whole nation; Recruitment and service draw
from all regions; Protection extends equally across the Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Avoiding Regional Division County symbolism, where incorporated, must represent inclusion rather than
separation. Military identity remains national in character. The purpose is not to create regional military identities
but to recognize the shared contribution of all Kenyans. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.6.3 Shared Defence Identity
Although units may have different colours and traditions, they form one Defence Forces structure.

The relationship can be understood as: Unit Identity → Service Identity → Defence Forces Identity → National
Identity Each level strengthens the next. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.6.4 Constitutional Service
Unit colours must communicate that military authority comes from constitutional responsibility.

They represent service to: The Republic; The people; National peace and security. The colour is therefore a
symbol of duty, not personal authority. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

9.7 AUTHORITY AND APPROVAL OF UNIT COLOURS
Because military colours represent official institutions, their creation and use require formal authorization.

Approval ensures: Consistency; Authenticity; Historical accuracy; Protection of institutional identity. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.7.1 Design Approval Authority
The approval process should involve appropriate Defence Forces authorities responsible for:

Military heritage; Protocol; Ceremonial standards; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Institutional identity.

9.7.2 Design Review Process
Before approval, proposed unit colours should be reviewed for: Symbolic Accuracy Does the design correctly

represent the unit? National Compatibility Does it respect national symbols and values?

Technical Quality Can the design be manufactured and displayed properly? Historical Integrity Does it preserve
legitimate traditions?
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9.7.3 Official Registration
Approved unit colours should be formally recorded. Records should include: Design description;

Symbol explanation; Date of approval; Unit history; Manufacturing specifications. Registration protects the
integrity of the military heritage system. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.7.4 Protection Against Unauthorized Replication
Official unit colours must not be reproduced or modified without approval. Protection ensures:

Authenticity; Institutional control;

Respect for military symbols.

9.8 PRESENTATION AND CONSECRATION OF UNIT
COLOURS The presentation of unit colours is one of the most significant ceremonies within military tradition.

It represents the formal recognition of a military formation and the granting of responsibility for protecting the
honour and heritage represented by the colour. A unit colour presentation is not simply the issuing of a flag. It is
the transfer of: Institutional identity; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)
Historical responsibility; Military honour; Collective trust. The ceremony establishes a permanent relationship
between the unit and the symbol it carries. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.8.1 Ceremony of Presentation
The presentation ceremony marks the official introduction of a unit colour into military service. It may involve:

Senior military leadership; Command representatives; Unit personnel; Families and invited guests; National
representatives where appropriate. The ceremony demonstrates that the unit has been entrusted with a symbol
representing its identity and responsibilities.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Purpose of Presentation The ceremony communicates:
Recognition The unit is formally acknowledged as an important component of the Defence Forces. Responsibility
The unit accepts the obligation to protect the honour associated with the colour. Continuity The unit joins a
tradition extending across generations of service.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.8.2 Consecration and Dedication of Colours
In military traditions where applicable, colours may undergo a formal dedication or consecration ceremony.

This process recognizes the deeper symbolic meaning of the colour. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) It represents: Commitment to service; Respect for sacrifice; Dedication to
national duty. Symbolic Meaning The dedication of a colour reinforces that military service is based on values
beyond personal interest. The colour becomes associated with: Honourable conduct; Loyalty; Courage; Sacrifice.
(Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.8.3 Transfer of Responsibility
The presentation of a unit colour represents the transfer of responsibility from the institution to the personnel

who serve under it. The unit accepts responsibility to: Protect the reputation of the formation;

Maintain professional standards; Preserve traditions; Serve the Republic faithfully. (Kenya Defence Forces Act,
2012) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Generational Continuity The colour connects: Previous
generations who created the unit’s legacy, Current personnel who protect its reputation, and Future personnel who
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will continue the tradition. The colour therefore represents an enduring institutional commitment.

9.8.4 Role of Commanders During Presentation
Commanders play a central role in the presentation of unit colours. Their responsibilities include:

Accepting responsibility on behalf of the unit; Ensuring personnel understand the symbolism; Maintaining
ceremonial standards; Protecting institutional traditions. The commander acts as the guardian of unit heritage.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.8.5 Role of the Colour Party
The colour party represents the highest standards of discipline during presentation ceremonies. Its members are

responsible for: Carrying the colour with dignity; Maintaining proper ceremonial procedures;

Representing the professionalism of the unit. The colour party symbolizes the trust placed in the personnel
entrusted with the unit’s identity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.9 CUSTODY AND PROTECTION OF UNIT COLOURS
Unit colours require careful protection because they represent the honour and history of military formations.

Custody involves: Physical protection; Proper storage; Controlled access; Historical preservation. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.9.1 Responsibility for Custody
The unit commander holds ultimate responsibility for ensuring proper custody of unit colours.

This responsibility includes: Safe storage; Correct handling; Appropriate display; Maintenance of records.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.9.2 Colour Bearers and Escorts
Personnel assigned to carry and protect unit colours must demonstrate: Discipline; Professional conduct;

Understanding of protocol. The position is considered an honour because the bearer represents the entire unit.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.9.3 Protection During Movement
When transported for ceremonies or official events, unit colours must receive appropriate protection.

Considerations include: Secure handling; Proper covering where required; Controlled movement; Responsible
personnel assignment. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.9.4 Historical Preservation
Some unit colours may become historically significant due to: Age; Distinguished service;

Operational achievements; National importance. Such colours may require preservation as heritage objects.
They may be displayed in: Military museums; Heritage centres; Official ceremonial locations. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.10 DISPLAY OF UNIT COLOURS
Unit colours are displayed according to ceremonial and institutional requirements. Their display communicates

unit pride while maintaining respect for military hierarchy. (Kenya Defence Forces Act,
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(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) 4.

9.10.1 Display in Barracks
Barracks displays provide personnel with a continuous connection to unit history. They may include: Active

unit colours; Historic colours; Honour displays. Such displays educate personnel about institutional heritage.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.10.2 Display During Parades
Parades provide one of the most important settings for unit colours. During parades, colours symbolize: Unity;

Discipline; Collective identity. The movement of colours demonstrates the professionalism of the unit. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.10.3 Display During Ceremonies
Unit colours may be displayed during: Promotions; Graduations; Awards ceremonies;

Anniversaries; Official visits. Their presence connects individual events with the broader history of the unit.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.10.4 Display During Memorial Occasions
Unit colours have special significance during remembrance events. They honour: Fallen members;

Veterans; Historic achievements. The colour represents the continuing legacy of those who served. (Kenya
Defence Forces Act, 2012) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.11 THE ONE47 PRINCIPLE OF UNIT COLOUR CUSTODY
Under the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System, custody of unit colours represents custody of national heritage.

Although every unit has its own identity, all unit colours contribute to one national defence tradition. The principle
is: Protecting a unit colour means protecting a chapter of the Republic’s story. The diversity of unit traditions
strengthens rather than divides the Defence Forces. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.12 UNIT COLOURS DURING MILITARY OPERATIONS
Historically, military colours served as rallying symbols during conflict. In modern defence institutions, their

operational role has evolved, but their symbolic importance remains significant. During military operations, unit
colours represent: The identity of the formation; The commitment of personnel;

The honour of the institution; The connection between operational service and national purpose. The presence
and use of unit colours during operations must always balance tradition with operational requirements. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.12.1 Symbolic Role in Operations
A unit colour reminds personnel that they are serving as part of a larger institution with a respected history. It

represents: The sacrifices of previous generations; The responsibilities of current personnel; The expectations of
future members. The colour reinforces unity and morale among personnel.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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9.12.2 Operational Considerations
Modern military operations require flexibility. Operational commanders must consider: Mission requirements;

Security conditions; Environmental factors; Protection of sensitive symbols. The preservation of the colour’s
honour remains important, but operational effectiveness and personnel safety remain the priority. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.12.3 Unit Colours During Deployments
When deployed away from their home locations, military units carry their identity and traditions with them.

The unit colour provides: A connection to the parent institution; A reminder of national service; A symbol of
continuity. During foreign deployments, the colour represents both the unit and the Republic of Kenya. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.12.4 Unit Colours During International Missions
In multinational environments, unit colours demonstrate Kenya’s professional military identity.

They communicate: National pride; Institutional discipline; Respect for partnership. They contribute to the
visibility and reputation of Kenyan Defence Forces personnel.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.13 RETIREMENT AND PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC
COLOURS Military colours may eventually reach a stage where they are no longer suitable for active

ceremonial use. However, retirement does not mean the loss of significance. A retired colour remains an important
historical symbol. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.13.1 Reasons for Retirement
A unit colour may be retired due to: Physical deterioration; Replacement by a new approved design; Unit

reorganization; Significant institutional transition.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.13.2 Retirement Ceremony
The retirement of a unit colour should be conducted with dignity. The ceremony recognizes:

Years of service; Achievements represented by the colour; Contributions of personnel who served under it.
Retirement is an act of honour, not disposal. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.13.3 Preservation of Historic Colours
Historic colours should be preserved where they have significant value. Preservation protects:

Military memory; Institutional heritage; National history. Preserved colours may be displayed in: Military
museums; Heritage centres; Command facilities; Memorial locations.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.13.4 Record Keeping
Each retired colour should have documented records including: Unit identity; Period of service;
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Historical achievements; Significant events associated with the colour. Documentation ensures future
generations understand its importance. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.14 TRAINING AND EDUCATION ON UNIT STANDARDS
The value of unit colours depends on understanding. Personnel must be educated not only in procedures but

also in symbolism. A colour cannot be properly respected if its meaning is unknown.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.14.1 Training Objectives
Training should ensure personnel understand: History of unit colours; Ceremonial responsibilities;

Handling procedures; Custodial duties; Symbolic importance.

9.14.2 Training of Colour Parties
Colour parties require specialized instruction. Training includes: Marching procedures; Flag handling;

Ceremonial movements; Parade discipline; Protocol requirements. The colour party represents the professionalism
of the entire unit. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.14.3 Education of New Personnel
New members of a military unit should be introduced to: Unit history; Meaning of the colour; Past

achievements; Expected standards. This creates belonging and strengthens institutional culture. (Kenya Defence
Forces Act, 2012) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.14.4 Leadership Responsibility
Commanders play a critical role in preserving traditions. They must ensure: Historical knowledge is passed on;

Standards are maintained; Personnel respect the colour.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Leadership protects continuity.

9.15 THE ONE47 PHILOSOPHY OF MILITARY HERITAGE
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System views military heritage as part of the wider national story. Unit

colours represent the diversity of military experiences while contributing to one unified defence identity. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.15.1 Diversity in Unity
The existence of different unit colours reflects the different roles, histories, and traditions within the Defence

Forces. However: Different units serve one nation; Different traditions support one mission;

Different histories contribute to one legacy. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

9.15.2 Equal Value of Service
The ONE47 philosophy rejects the idea that one unit’s contribution is greater because of size, location, or

history. Every unit contributes to national defence. The value of service is measured through:

Commitment; Professionalism; Contribution to the Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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9.15.3 Military Heritage as National Heritage
Unit colours are not only military possessions. They form part of Kenya’s national heritage. They preserve

stories of: Courage;

Duty; Sacrifice; Service. Protecting military heritage strengthens national identity. Unit colours and standards
are among the most respected symbols within military institutions.

They represent: The identity of formations; The honour of service; The continuity of traditions; The sacrifices
of previous generations. From presentation ceremonies to operational deployments, unit colours remain powerful
symbols connecting personnel with their institution and the Republic. The proper protection, display, and
education surrounding unit colours ensure that military traditions remain meaningful for future generations. Under
the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System, the central principle is:

Many units. Many histories. One Defence Force. One national legacy. Every unit colour represents a chapter of
Kenya’s defence story, and together they form the complete heritage of a united Republic.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)
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CHAPTER 10: MILITARY FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL CEREMONIES

Military funerals and memorial ceremonies represent some of the most solemn and meaningful traditions within
a Defence Forces institution. They provide a formal expression of: Respect for service;

Recognition of sacrifice; Appreciation for duty performed; National remembrance. A military funeral is not
only a farewell ceremony for an individual service member. It is a public acknowledgement of the relationship
between the member, the Defence Forces, and the Republic they served. Through disciplined ceremonial practice,
military funerals communicate that service and sacrifice are remembered beyond the lifetime of the individual. The
presence of military flags, honour guards, ceremonial formations, and traditional practices creates a connection
between: The fallen service member; The institution they served;

The citizens they protected; Future generations who inherit their legacy. Under the ONE47 Defence Forces
Flag System, military remembrance is guided by a central principle: Those who serve the Republic become part of
the permanent story of the nation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.1 PURPOSE AND MEANING OF MILITARY FUNERALS
Military funerals serve several important purposes. They provide a structured way for the Defence Forces and

the nation to honour individuals who have dedicated themselves to national service. They represent: Honour;
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Gratitude; Remembrance; Continuity. A military funeral
recognizes that service members accept unique responsibilities and risks in defence of the Republic. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.1.1 Honour and Remembrance
The primary purpose of a military funeral is to honour the life and service of the deceased. The ceremony

recognizes: Personal commitment; Professional dedication; Contributions made during service.

The military funeral ensures that the individual is remembered not only for the position held but also for the
values demonstrated. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Remembering Service Military service is
based on principles of: Duty; Loyalty; Courage; Responsibility. The funeral ceremony provides an opportunity to
acknowledge how these values were reflected in the life of the service member. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

10.1.2 Recognition of Service and Sacrifice
Military funerals recognize the sacrifices made by service members. Sacrifice may include:

Separation from family; Personal hardship;

Exposure to danger; Commitment beyond ordinary responsibilities. The ceremony communicates that such
sacrifices are valued by: The Defence Forces; The Government; The citizens of Kenya.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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10.1.3 National Gratitude
A military funeral represents the gratitude of the Republic toward those who served. The presence of national

symbols demonstrates that the service member’s contribution was made in service of the entire nation. The
National Flag represents: The people; The territory; The sovereignty of Kenya. The Defence Forces flags represent
the institution through which service was performed. Together, these symbols communicate national appreciation.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.1.4 Preservation of Military Heritage
Military funerals preserve institutional memory. Each ceremony contributes to the continuation of military

traditions by teaching future generations about: Service; Sacrifice; Honour; Responsibility. The way a Defence
Forces institution honours its members reflects the strength of its values. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

10.2 PRINCIPLES GOVERNING MILITARY FUNERALS
Military funerals must be conducted according to principles that protect their dignity and meaning. The

ceremony must balance: Military tradition; Family wishes; National representation; Respect for the deceased.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.2.1 Dignity and Respect
The highest principle governing military funerals is dignity. Every element of the ceremony must demonstrate

respect for: The deceased; The family; The Defence Forces; The Republic. This includes:

Proper uniform standards; Correct ceremonial procedures; Respectful conduct; Appropriate symbolism.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.2.2 Discipline and Precision
Military funerals require careful organization. Precision demonstrates: Professionalism;

Institutional respect; Commitment to standards. Elements requiring discipline include: Processions;

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Honour guard movements; Flag handling; Ceremonial
formations. The accuracy of these procedures reflects the respect owed to the individual being honoured. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.2.3 National Representation
Military funerals represent the connection between the individual and the Republic. The presence of national

symbols communicates that: The person served the nation; The nation recognizes their contribution; Their service
forms part of national history. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99)

10.2.4 Family Honour
While military traditions are important, the family remains central to the funeral ceremony.

Military protocols must ensure: Compassion; Sensitivity; Respect for family wishes. The ceremony honours
both the service member and the people who supported their service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)
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10.2.5 Institutional Responsibility
The Defence Forces have a responsibility to ensure that members who served under the institution receive

appropriate recognition. This responsibility includes: Proper ceremonial arrangements; Accurate representation;
Preservation of dignity. The manner in which an institution honours its members demonstrates its values. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.3 THE SYMBOLISM OF MILITARY FLAGS DURING
FUNERALS Flags are among the most powerful symbols used during military funerals. They communicate:

National belonging; Institutional identity; Honour; Continuity. The flag becomes a visible representation of the
relationship between the deceased and the Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.3.1 The National Flag
The National Flag represents the highest level of identity during military funerals. It symbolizes:

The Republic; The citizens; National sovereignty; The nation’s gratitude. The presence of the National Flag
communicates that the service member served the entire country. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.3.2 Defence Forces Flag
The Defence Forces flag represents the institution to which the service member belonged. It symbolizes:

Military brotherhood; Professional identity; Shared responsibility. It connects the individual’s service to the wider
Defence Forces tradition. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.3.3 Service Flags
Service flags represent the specific branch in which the individual served. They may represent:

Army service; Naval service; Air Force service. These flags recognize the unique role performed by the service
member. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.3.4 Unit Colours
Unit colours hold special meaning because they represent the immediate military family of the deceased. They

symbolize: Companionship; Shared experiences; Unit history; Collective memory. The unit colour reminds those
present that the individual was part of a respected formation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.3.5 ONE47 Symbolism in Military Remembrance
Under the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System, military remembrance represents the contribution of all regions

of Kenya. The 47-segment unity symbolism communicates: Equal value of every citizen;

Shared national responsibility; Collective gratitude. The sacrifice of one service member is recognized as

Prescribed handshake emblem and colour classification The central handshake shall depict two hands in
prescribed light-brown and dark-brown shades, representing human diversity, equality, mutual respect, unity and
cooperation among the people of Kenya.

The light-brown and dark-brown shades shall form an integral part of the approved central emblem. Their
purpose shall be to distinguish the two hands, preserve the recognisable appearance of the handshake and
communicate its intended symbolism.
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The two shades shall be classified as prescribed emblem-specific colours and not as additional official national
colours. Their use within the central emblem shall not alter the five official national colours of black, white, red,
green and gold (yellow).

These prescriptions apply wherever the approved handshake emblem appears, including the National Flag,
County Flags and Ceremonial Flag Standard. Defence Forces ensigns instead display their prescribed service
insignia within the segmented ring; their designs shall not be described as containing a central handshake unless
the approved flag artwork actually incorporates one. The forty-seven equal ring segments represent the counties
and use the five national colours, not the two brown emblem shades. part of the national story shared by all
counties. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.4 CATEGORIES OF MILITARY FUNERALS
Military funerals may differ in scale and ceremonial complexity depending on the rank, role, service history,

circumstances of death, and national significance of the individual being honoured.

Regardless of category, every military funeral must uphold the fundamental principles of: Honour;

Respect; Discipline; Dignity; Recognition of service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The level of ceremony may vary, but the value of every service member’s contribution remains respected.

10.4.1 State Military Funerals
A state military funeral represents one of the highest forms of national recognition. It is conducted when the

deceased has made an exceptional contribution to the Republic or occupied a position of significant national
importance. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Characteristics of a State Military Funeral A state military funeral may include: Full military honours; Senior
national representation;

Defence Forces ceremonial participation; Large ceremonial formations; National symbols displayed with
highest precedence. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Symbolic Meaning A state military funeral
communicates that the individual’s service formed part of the nation’s history. The ceremony represents: National
gratitude; Collective remembrance; Historical recognition.

The presence of military flags demonstrates the connection between personal service and national
responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.4.2 Official Military Funerals
An official military funeral recognizes service members whose contribution requires formal Defence Forces

representation. These funerals demonstrate institutional respect and recognition. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) Participants An official military funeral may involve: Military
representatives; Honour guards; Colour parties;

Service colleagues; Command representatives. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
Purpose The purpose is to ensure that the deceased is honoured according to military tradition while providing

appropriate support to the family.
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10.4.3 Service Member Funerals
Service member funerals recognize personnel who served within the Defence Forces. They acknowledge:

Commitment to duty; Professional service; Contribution to national defence. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

Importance of Recognition Regardless of rank or appointment, every service member contributes to the
Defence Forces mission. The funeral ceremony reflects the principle that: Every person who serves contributes to
the honour of the institution. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.4.4 Veterans’ Ceremonies
Veterans’ ceremonies recognize individuals who previously served in the Defence Forces. They preserve the

connection between:

Past service; Present institutions; Future generations.

Symbolism Veterans’ ceremonies demonstrate that military service continues to be respected beyond active
duty. They honour: Experience; Dedication; Historical contribution. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

10.5 FUNERAL FLAG PROTOCOL
The use of flags during military funerals requires exceptional care because the flag represents the final

connection between the service member and the institution they served. Funeral flag protocol ensures: Proper
symbolism; Respectful handling; Consistent ceremonial standards. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

10.5.1 Flag Preparation
Before a funeral ceremony, flags must be prepared carefully. Preparation includes: Inspection of flag condition;

Correct folding procedures; Secure handling; Assignment of responsible personnel. The flag used during the
ceremony must reflect the dignity of the occasion. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.5.2 Flag Selection
The appropriate flag may depend on: The service member’s institution; The nature of the ceremony; Approved

military protocol. Possible flags include: National Flag; Defence Forces Flag;

Service Flag; Unit Colour. The National Flag remains the highest symbol of the Republic. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.5.3 Flag Draping of the Casket
Where authorized, the National Flag may be placed over the casket as a symbol of national recognition. The

draped flag represents: The Republic honouring the individual; The connection between service and citizenship;
The nation’s gratitude. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Symbolic Meaning The flag covering the
casket communicates that the service member’s contribution is remembered as part of the national story. It is a
symbol of: Honour; Belonging; Final recognition. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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10.5.4 Flag Handling During Processions
During funeral processions, flags must be handled with precision and respect. Personnel responsible for flags

must maintain: Correct posture; Coordinated movement; Ceremonial discipline. The movement of the flag
represents the movement of honour from the Defence Forces to the final resting place. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

10.5.5 Flag Folding Traditions
The folding of a memorial flag is a solemn ceremonial act. It represents: Respectful preservation;

Completion of ceremonial duty; Preparation for presentation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Symbolism of Folding Each movement during folding represents: Discipline; Respect; Careful remembrance.
The folded flag becomes a lasting symbol for the family.

10.5.6 Presentation of Memorial Flags
The presentation of a folded flag to the family is one of the most meaningful moments of a military funeral. It

represents: The gratitude of the Republic; The respect of the Defence Forces;

Recognition of personal sacrifice. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
Responsibility of the Presenter The person presenting the flag acts on behalf of: The Defence Forces; Fellow

service members;

The nation. The presentation must therefore be conducted with dignity and compassion. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.6 ROLE OF THE COLOUR PARTY AND HONOUR GUARD
The colour party and honour guard are central elements of military funeral ceremonies. They represent the

professionalism and respect of the Defence Forces. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.6.1 Role of the Colour Party
The colour party is responsible for the ceremonial presentation and handling of flags.

Responsibilities include: Carrying colours; Maintaining proper formation; Performing ceremonial movements;
Protecting the dignity of the flags. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.6.2 Selection of Colour Party Members
Members selected for colour party duties should demonstrate: Discipline; Professional conduct;

Knowledge of protocol; Ceremonial competence. The role is considered an honour because they represent the
entire institution. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.6.3 Role of the Honour Guard
The honour guard provides formal recognition and protection during the ceremony. Its responsibilities include:

Maintaining ceremonial presence; Conducting honours; Supporting funeral procedures. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)
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10.6.4 Symbolism of the Honour Guard
The honour guard represents: The Defence Forces standing with their member; The institution acknowledging

sacrifice; The nation expressing gratitude. The formation communicates that no service member is forgotten.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.6.5 ONE47 Philosophy of Funeral Honours
Under the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System, funeral honours represent the shared respect of the entire

Republic. The passing of one service member is recognized as a moment of national remembrance. The 47- county
symbolism reinforces: Shared sacrifice; Equal citizenship; Collective responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

10.7 STRUCTURE OF MILITARY FUNERAL CEREMONIES
Military funerals follow an organized ceremonial structure designed to honour the deceased, support the family,

and recognize the relationship between the service member and the Republic. While the exact arrangement may
vary depending on circumstances, a military funeral generally follows a sequence that includes: Arrival and
reception; Procession and escort; Funeral service; Military honours;

Final farewell. The structure ensures that every stage of remembrance is conducted with dignity and purpose.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.7.1 Arrival and Reception
The arrival of the funeral procession marks the beginning of the formal military tribute. This stage establishes

the atmosphere of: Respect; Solemnity; Recognition. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Reception of the Remains Where military participation is authorized, personnel may receive the remains with
appropriate ceremonial honours. The reception represents: The Defence Forces welcoming one of their own;

Recognition of completed service; Respect for the individual’s contribution. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

Role of Military Personnel Personnel participating in the reception must demonstrate: Proper bearing;
Discipline; Respectful conduct. Their presence communicates institutional support for the family. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.7.2 Procession and Escort
The funeral procession represents the final journey of the service member. Military escort elements may

include: Honour guard; Colour party; Military band; Service representatives. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) Symbolic Meaning of the Procession The procession represents: The
Defence Forces accompanying their member; The transition from service to remembrance; The continuation of
institutional respect. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Order and Formation The procession must maintain: Proper ceremonial order; Controlled movement;
Respectful spacing. The organization of the procession reflects military discipline. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

10.7.3 Funeral Service
The funeral service provides an opportunity to recognize the life, character, and service of the deceased. It may

include: Religious elements where applicable; Civil commemorations; Military tributes;
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Reflections on service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Balance Between Military and
Personal Recognition A military funeral must honour both: The service member’s professional contribution; The
individual’s personal life. The ceremony recognizes that every uniform represents a person with family,
relationships, and personal history. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.7.4 Commemorative Honours
Military honours provide formal recognition of service. They may include: Presentation of colours; Ceremonial

movements; Military music; Salutes; Formal acknowledgements. These honours communicate that the service
member’s contribution has lasting significance. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.8 CEREMONIAL ELEMENTS
Military funerals contain symbolic elements that communicate respect and remembrance. Each element has a

specific purpose within the overall ceremony. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.8.1 Military Music
Military music has traditionally accompanied important ceremonial occasions. During funerals, music creates

an atmosphere of: Respect; Reflection; Honour. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Role of Military Bands Military bands may perform during: Processions; Memorial services; Final honours.
Their role is to support the solemn character of the ceremony. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Symbolic Meaning Music connects the present moment with military tradition. It represents: Continuity;
Shared memory; Institutional respect.

10.8.2 Salute Traditions
Military salutes represent formal recognition and honour. They demonstrate: Respect for service;

Recognition of sacrifice; Institutional farewell. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Purpose of Salutes A salute during a military funeral communicates that the deceased remains part of the
Defence Forces family. It is an expression of: Honour; Gratitude; Final respect. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

10.8.3 Moment of Silence
A moment of silence provides space for collective reflection. It allows participants to: Remember the

individual; Honour sacrifice; Recognize the meaning of service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

National and Institutional Reflection The silence represents the shared respect of: Family; Colleagues; Defence
Forces; Citizens.

10.8.4 Last Post and Remembrance Signals
Traditional remembrance signals represent the conclusion of active service. They symbolize:

Completion of duty; Rest after service; Transition into memory. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

Symbolic Meaning The final ceremonial signals remind those present that: Service continues through legacy;

Sacrifice is remembered; Honour remains permanent. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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10.9 BURIAL AND FINAL HONOURS
The burial stage represents the final ceremonial recognition provided by the Defence Forces. It is conducted

with exceptional respect and precision. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.9.1 Movement to Final Resting Place
The movement of the remains to the final resting place represents the final stage of the military journey. The

presence of military representatives communicates: (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Continued respect; Institutional farewell; National remembrance.

10.9.2 Final Flag Honours
Flags remain central during final honours. They symbolize: National gratitude; Institutional recognition; The

completion of ceremonial responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.9.3 Final Salute
The final salute represents the Defence Forces’ farewell. It communicates: Respect for completed service;

Recognition of sacrifice; Honourable departure. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.9.4 Transfer of Memorial Flag
Where applicable, the memorial flag is presented to the family after final honours. This moment represents: The

gratitude of the Republic; The respect of the Defence Forces; The preservation of memory. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.9.5 The Role of Family in Final Honours
The family remains central throughout the ceremony. Military traditions should ensure that families understand:

The meaning of each honour; The significance of the symbols; The lasting appreciation for service.

10.10 THE ONE47 SYMBOLISM OF FINAL HONOURS
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System connects military remembrance to national unity. The sacrifice of an

individual service member is recognized as a contribution to all citizens. The 47-segment symbolism
communicates: Every county shares in national memory; Every citizen benefits from defence service; Every
sacrifice contributes to the Republic’s story. The final honour is therefore not only a military farewell but a
national expression of gratitude. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.11 MEMORIAL CEREMONIES
Memorial ceremonies are formal occasions dedicated to remembering those who have served, sacrificed, or

contributed to the defence of the Republic. Unlike military funerals, which focus on honouring an individual
following death, memorial ceremonies preserve collective memory. They provide opportunities to remember:
Fallen service members; Historic military events; National sacrifices;

Generations of defence personnel. Memorial ceremonies ensure that service and sacrifice remain part of the
national consciousness. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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10.11.1 Purpose of Memorial Ceremonies
The purpose of military memorial ceremonies is to: Honour those who gave service; Preserve historical

memory; Educate future generations; Strengthen national unity. They provide a connection between past sacrifices
and present responsibilities. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.11.2 National Remembrance Events
National remembrance events represent occasions where the Republic collectively recognizes military service

and sacrifice. They may involve: Government representatives; Defence Forces leadership;

Veterans; Families of fallen personnel; Members of the public. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Symbolic Importance National remembrance events demonstrate that military service is valued beyond the
Defence Forces institution. They communicate: National gratitude; Shared responsibility; Respect for history.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Role of Military Flags Military flags provide visible
representation of: The Republic; The Defence Forces; Individual services; Historical formations. Their presence
connects present ceremonies with generations of service.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.11.3 Military Anniversaries
Military anniversaries commemorate significant milestones in Defence Forces history. They may recognize:

Formation of units; Historic achievements; Important operational events; Institutional developments.

Purpose of Anniversaries Anniversaries provide opportunities to: Celebrate achievements; Honour previous
generations;

Strengthen institutional identity. Unit colours and standards play an important role by representing continuity.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.11.4 War Memorials and Places of Remembrance
War memorials are physical spaces dedicated to preserving military memory. They provide locations where

citizens can: Reflect; Pay respects; Learn about history. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Role of Flags at Memorial Sites Flags displayed at memorials symbolize: National remembrance; Honour of
sacrifice; Continuing commitment to peace. The flag transforms the memorial space into a place of national
reflection.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.11.5 Unit Remembrance Ceremonies
Military units often conduct remembrance ceremonies dedicated to their own history and personnel.

These ceremonies strengthen: Unit identity; Institutional pride; Connection between generations.

Unit Heritage Unit remembrance allows personnel to recognize: Previous members; Historical achievements;

Shared experiences. The unit colour becomes a symbol connecting past and present members. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)
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10.12 MILITARY MEMORIAL SYMBOLISM
Military memorial ceremonies use a variety of symbols to communicate remembrance and respect. These

symbols include: Flags; Wreaths; Monuments; Ceremonial formations. Each element contributes to the meaning of
remembrance. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.12.1 Symbolism of Flags in Memorial Ceremonies
Flags are among the strongest symbols used during remembrance events. They represent: The nation that

remembers; The institution that served; The people who sacrificed. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

National Flag Symbolism The National Flag represents the Republic’s acknowledgement of service and
sacrifice. It communicates: National unity; Sovereignty; Collective gratitude. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

Defence Forces Flag Symbolism The Defence Forces flag represents: Military identity; Institutional memory;
The bond among service members. It symbolizes that the institution remembers its own. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

Unit Colour Symbolism Unit colours represent: Specific histories; Shared experiences; Collective honour. They
preserve the memory of those who served within particular formations. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

10.12.2 Symbolism of Wreaths
Wreaths are traditional symbols of remembrance. They represent: Honour; Eternal memory;

Respect.

Placement of Wreaths Wreath-laying ceremonies communicate: Recognition of sacrifice; Public respect;
Continuity of remembrance. The act of placing a wreath is a symbolic gesture of gratitude. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.12.3 Symbolism of Monuments
Military monuments preserve collective memory in physical form. They represent: Historical events; National

sacrifice; Institutional heritage. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Purpose of Monuments Monuments serve educational and reflective purposes. They ensure that future
generations understand: The cost of security; The importance of peace; The value of service. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.12.4 Symbolism of Ceremonial Formations
Military formations during memorial events represent unity and collective respect. They demonstrate:

Discipline; Institutional presence; Shared remembrance. The formation itself becomes a symbol of the Defence
Forces standing together. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.13 HONOUR TO FALLEN PERSONNEL
Honouring fallen personnel represents one of the highest responsibilities of a Defence Forces institution. The

manner in which an institution remembers its fallen demonstrates its values. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)
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10.13.1 Recognition of Sacrifice
Fallen personnel are remembered for: Their commitment; Their courage; Their contribution to national

security. Their sacrifice becomes part of the Republic’s history. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.13.2 Maintaining Institutional Memory
The Defence Forces preserve the memory of fallen personnel through: Memorial ceremonies; Records; Unit

traditions; Educational programmes. Institutional memory ensures that sacrifice is never forgotten. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.13.3 Supporting Families
Remembrance extends beyond the service member to their families. Military institutions recognize that families

also experience sacrifice through: Separation; Support responsibilities; Loss.

Memorial ceremonies provide opportunities to demonstrate continued respect and appreciation. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

10.14 ONE47 PHILOSOPHY OF REMEMBRANCE
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System introduces the concept that remembrance belongs to the entire

Republic. The sacrifice of defence personnel is not limited to one region, community, or institution.

It belongs to all citizens. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the
National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Unity in Remembrance The 47-county symbolism communicates:
Every county contributes to national identity; Every citizen shares in national memory; Every sacrifice strengthens
the Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The National Story Military remembrance is part of the larger national story. Every fallen service member
represents:

A family; A community; A county; A nation. The flag becomes the symbol that connects all these levels.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.15 VETERANS AND HISTORICAL REMEMBRANCE
Veterans represent the living connection between past military service and present Defence Forces traditions.

Their participation in funerals and memorial ceremonies ensures that the experiences, sacrifices, and values of
previous generations remain part of national memory. Veterans symbolize:

Continuity of service; Institutional heritage; Shared military identity; Commitment beyond active duty.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.15.1 Recognition of Veterans
Military remembrance must recognize veterans as individuals who contributed to the defence and security of

the Republic. Recognition may include: Participation in remembrance ceremonies; (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) Formal acknowledgements; Preservation of their experiences;
Inclusion in military heritage programmes.

The Importance of Veteran Participation Veterans provide: Historical knowledge; Institutional memory;
Personal connections to past service. Their presence during ceremonies creates a bridge between generations.
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(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.15.2 Preserving Veterans’ Stories
The experiences of veterans form an important part of military heritage. Preservation may include:

Oral histories; Archives; Museums; Educational programmes. These stories ensure that future generations
understand the meaning of service and sacrifice. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.15.3 Veterans as Guardians of Tradition
Veterans play an important role in maintaining military traditions. They help preserve:

Ceremonial practices; Unit histories; Values of service. Their participation strengthens the relationship between
past and present Defence Forces members. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.16 FAMILY AND COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION
Military remembrance extends beyond the Defence Forces. Families and communities are central participants

because military service affects society as a whole. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.16.1 The Role of Families
Families make significant contributions to military service. They provide: Support;

Understanding; Strength during difficult periods. Military ceremonies recognize that sacrifice is shared by
families. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Honouring Families of Fallen Personnel Families of
fallen personnel should receive: Respectful treatment; Appropriate support;

Recognition of their sacrifice. The Defence Forces acknowledge that service affects both the individual and
their loved ones. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.16.2 Community Participation
Public participation in military remembrance strengthens national unity. Citizens may participate through:

Attendance at memorial ceremonies; Respectful observation; Educational activities. Community involvement
demonstrates that defence service belongs to the entire Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.16.3 Schools and Civic Education
Educational institutions play an important role in preserving remembrance traditions. Young citizens should

understand: The meaning of military service; The importance of national symbols; The value of peace. The
ONE47 Civic Education framework encourages responsible citizenship through understanding of national
heritage. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.17 ONE47 PHILOSOPHY OF MILITARY REMEMBRANCE
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System establishes a philosophy of remembrance based on unity, equality,

and shared national responsibility. The central principle is: The sacrifice of one defender is remembered by the
entire Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.17.1 Remembrance Beyond Geography
Military service is national in character. A service member from any county serves: All citizens;
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All communities; The entire Republic. The 47-segment unity symbolism represents equal recognition of every
region. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.17.2 Equality of Sacrifice
The ONE47 philosophy recognizes that every sacrifice has value. Recognition is not determined by: County of

origin; Social background; Rank alone. Every person who serves contributes to the national story. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

10.17.3 The Flag as a Symbol of Collective Memory
The flag represents the connection between: The individual; The Defence Forces; The nation.

During remembrance ceremonies, the flag becomes a symbol of collective memory. It communicates: We
remember; We honour; We remain united. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.18 TRAINING AND PROTOCOL STANDARDS
The effectiveness and dignity of military funerals and memorial ceremonies depend on proper training.

Personnel involved must understand both procedures and symbolism. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

10.18.1 Training Objectives
Training should ensure personnel understand: Funeral protocols; Flag handling procedures;

Honour guard duties; Colour party responsibilities; Ceremonial discipline. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

10.18.2 Training of Honour Guards
Honour guards require specialized preparation. Training includes: Formation procedures;

Ceremonial movements; Respectful conduct; Coordination with other participants. The honour guard represents
the Defence Forces at a moment of national significance. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.18.3 Training of Flag Bearers
Flag bearers carry significant responsibility. They must understand: Proper handling; Correct positioning;

Symbolic importance; Preservation requirements. The manner in which a flag is handled reflects respect for the
person being honoured. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

10.18.4 Command Responsibility
Commanders are responsible for ensuring that funeral and memorial protocols are properly implemented. They

must ensure: Personnel are trained; Standards are maintained; Ceremonies reflect dignity. Leadership protects the
credibility of military traditions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Military funerals and memorial ceremonies represent the highest expressions of respect, honour, and
remembrance within Defence Forces traditions. They preserve the connection between: Those who served; Those
currently serving; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Future generations. Through disciplined ceremony, national symbols, military flags, and collective
remembrance, the Republic recognizes the contributions and sacrifices of its defenders. The National Flag
represents the nation that remembers. The Defence Forces flags represent the institution that honours. The unit
colours represent the comrades and traditions that continue. Together, these symbols communicate a lasting
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message: Service may end, but honour remains. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

(Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) FINAL CHAPTER
PRINCIPLE Under the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System: Every defender represents the whole Republic.

Every sacrifice becomes part of national memory. Every act of remembrance strengthens unity. The purpose of
military remembrance is not only to look back at sacrifice, but also to inspire future generations to uphold peace,
responsibility, and service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Governing precedence clarification. For any joint display of official flag categories, the order prescribed by the
National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027 is: National Flag; Presidential Standard; State Flag; County Flags;
Defence Forces Flags; Ceremonial Flag Standard. The Defence Forces category is fifth, below County Flags and
above the Ceremonial Flag Standard. Lists identifying types of flags, operational participation, service formations,
or ceremonial activities are not alternative rankings. Where a ceremonial description suggests a different sequence,
the statutory order governs. Internal ordering among military ensigns does not change the ranking of the Defence
Forces category.
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CHAPTER 11: INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS

Modern Defence Forces operate within an interconnected international environment where national security is
closely linked to regional and global stability. International operations allow Defence Forces to contribute to:
(Constitutive Act of the African Union, 2000) Peace and security; Humanitarian assistance; Regional cooperation;
International partnerships.

For Kenya, participation in international operations reflects the responsibility of the Republic to contribute
positively to peace, stability, and collective security. Military personnel serving abroad carry more than
operational responsibilities. They represent: The Republic of Kenya; The Defence Forces institution; The values
and traditions of the nation. In these environments, national and military flags become important symbols of
identity and representation. The flag communicates who the personnel represent, the values they uphold, and the
nation behind their service. Under the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System, international military service is guided
by the principle: A defender serving beyond the borders of Kenya carries the identity, unity, and responsibility of
the entire Republic. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43) (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

11.1 ROLE OF DEFENCE FORCES IN INTERNATIONAL
OPERATIONS International operations represent the contribution of national Defence Forces toward broader

peace and security objectives. They may include: Peace support operations; Regional security missions;

Humanitarian assistance; Disaster response; Training and capacity-building partnerships. The participation of
Defence Forces personnel demonstrates commitment to responsible international engagement. (Charter of the
United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)

11.1.1 Regional Security Responsibility
Countries share responsibility for maintaining stability within their regions. Defence Forces may participate in

regional operations designed to: Prevent instability; Support peaceful solutions; Protect vulnerable populations;
Strengthen cooperation.

Kenya’s Regional Role Kenya’s geographical position and regional relationships create responsibilities
connected to:

Peace; Security; Economic stability; Humanitarian cooperation. Through international operations, Kenyan
Defence Forces contribute to regional security objectives. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)

11.1.2 International Peace and Stability
International operations support the broader goal of reducing conflict and promoting peaceful environments.

Military personnel may contribute through: Protection of civilians; Stabilization activities;

Security support; Peacekeeping responsibilities. The purpose of such operations is not only military action
INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised
KDF/Government protocol prevail. but the creation of conditions where peace can be sustained. (Charter of the
United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)

ONE47 NATIONAL CIVIC EDUCATION MANUAL SERIES | VOLUME VI

ONE47 National Civic Education Manual Series | Volume VI | 128



11.1.3 Defence Diplomacy
Defence diplomacy refers to the use of military relationships to strengthen cooperation between nations. It

includes: Joint exercises; Training exchanges; Professional engagements; Multinational cooperation.

Military Personnel as Representatives Personnel deployed internationally act as representatives of Kenya. Their
conduct reflects:

National professionalism; Military discipline; Respect for other nations. Every interaction contributes to the
reputation of the Republic. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

11.1.4 Global Cooperation
Modern security challenges often require cooperation among nations. International operations encourage:

Shared knowledge; Joint capabilities; Professional relationships. Through cooperation, Defence Forces strengthen
collective ability to respond to security challenges. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)

11.2 PRINCIPLES GOVERNING INTERNATIONAL MILITARY
OPERATIONS International military operations must be guided by principles that protect legitimacy,

professionalism, and respect among nations.

11.2.1 Respect for Sovereignty
Every nation has the right to independence and territorial integrity. Military personnel operating internationally

must respect: Host nation authority; International agreements; Local laws; Established diplomatic arrangements.
(Kenya Defence Forces Act,

1. Symbolic Importance Respect for sovereignty is reflected through proper treatment of national symbols. The
flag of another nation represents its identity and independence and must be treated with respect. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99)

11.2.2 Compliance with International Law
International operations are conducted within established legal frameworks. Personnel must understand:

Applicable international agreements; Humanitarian principles; Rules governing operations.

Professional conduct strengthens trust between nations. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)
INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised
KDF/Government protocol prevail.

11.2.3 Peace and Security Objectives
International operations must remain connected to their fundamental purpose: Protecting peace;

Supporting stability; Reducing insecurity. Military strength is directed toward responsible outcomes rather than
unnecessary conflict.

11.2.4 Professional Conduct
Personnel deployed internationally represent the highest standards of the Defence Forces.

Expected conduct includes: Discipline; Respect; Integrity; Cultural awareness. Professional behaviour
strengthens Kenya’s reputation internationally.
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11.3 THE ROLE OF FLAGS IN INTERNATIONAL
OPERATIONS Flags play a central symbolic role during international deployments. They communicate:

National identity; Institutional belonging; Sovereign representation; Professional commitment. A flag displayed
overseas represents the nation in a foreign environment. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)

11.3.1 National Identity Abroad
When Defence Forces personnel operate outside Kenya, the National Flag becomes a visible connection to

home. It represents: The citizens of Kenya; The constitutional order; National unity.

The Flag as a Source of Identity During international deployments, personnel may operate far from their
families and communities. The National Flag provides:

A sense of belonging; Connection to the Republic; Reminder of their mission.

11.3.2 Representation of Sovereignty
The National Flag represents Kenya as a sovereign state. Its presence during international operations

communicates: The identity of the participating nation; The authority under which personnel serve; Respectful
representation of Kenya abroad.

11.3.3 Military Professionalism
Military flags demonstrate organizational discipline. Proper display and handling communicate:

Professional standards; Respect for tradition; Institutional credibility. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945,
arts. 1, 2 and 43)

11.3.4 Diplomatic Symbolism
Flags are important instruments of military diplomacy. During multinational activities, flags demonstrate:

Cooperation among nations; Mutual respect; Shared commitment. The respectful display of flags strengthens
international relationships. INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan
law and authorised KDF/Government protocol prevail.

11.3.5 ONE47 Symbolism in International Operations
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System extends the principle of unity beyond national borders.

The 47-segment symbolism represents that every county contributes to Kenya’s international responsibilities. A
Kenyan service member abroad represents: All counties; All communities; The entire Republic. The flag therefore
becomes a symbol of collective national identity. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)

11.4 MILITARY FLAGS IN PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS
Peacekeeping operations represent one of the most visible forms of international military cooperation. In these

environments, military flags serve important roles beyond identification. They become symbols of: Commitment
to peace; International cooperation; National responsibility;

Professional service. The display of flags during peacekeeping missions demonstrates that participating nations
are united by shared objectives while maintaining their individual identities. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945,
arts. 1, 2 and 43)
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11.4.1 United Nations and Regional Missions
Defence Forces personnel may participate in operations conducted under international or regional frameworks.

These missions bring together personnel from different countries with a common purpose.

Examples of objectives include: Supporting peace agreements; Protecting civilians; Assisting stabilization
efforts; Creating conditions for long-term peace.

Role of National Flags in International Missions Within multinational missions, each participating nation
maintains its identity through its national flag. The Kenyan flag represents: Kenya’s contribution; The authority of
the Republic; The commitment of Kenyan personnel. (Kenya Defence Forces Act,

2. Role of International Mission Flags Where applicable, mission flags represent the collective authority under
which personnel operate.

They symbolize: Shared international responsibility; Multinational cooperation; Common objectives.

11.4.2 Symbolism of Flags in Peacekeeping Environments
Flags in peacekeeping operations communicate messages beyond national identity. They demonstrate: Presence

The nation is formally represented. Commitment The nation has accepted responsibility toward peace.
Cooperation Different nations are working together toward a common goal.

The Flag as a Peace Symbol Although military flags originate from defence institutions, in peacekeeping
contexts they also represent: Protection; Stability; Hope; Cooperation. The flag becomes a symbol of responsibility
rather than conflict.

INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised
KDF/Government protocol prevail. Prescribed handshake emblem and colour classification The central handshake
shall depict two hands in prescribed light-brown and dark-brown shades, representing human diversity, equality,
mutual respect, unity and cooperation among the people of Kenya.

The light-brown and dark-brown shades shall form an integral part of the approved central emblem. Their
purpose shall be to distinguish the two hands, preserve the recognisable appearance of the handshake and
communicate its intended symbolism.

The two shades shall be classified as prescribed emblem-specific colours and not as additional official national
colours. Their use within the central emblem shall not alter the five official national colours of black, white, red,
green and gold (yellow).

These prescriptions apply wherever the approved handshake emblem appears, including the National Flag,
County Flags and Ceremonial Flag Standard. Defence Forces ensigns instead display their prescribed service
insignia within the segmented ring; their designs shall not be described as containing a central handshake unless
the approved flag artwork actually incorporates one. The forty-seven equal ring segments represent the counties
and use the five national colours, not the two brown emblem shades.

11.4.3 Humanitarian Operations
Defence Forces may participate in humanitarian operations responding to:

Natural disasters; Emergency situations; Humanitarian crises. During these operations, flags communicate the
identity and purpose of the assisting force. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43) Symbolism
During Humanitarian Assistance The national flag represents: A nation extending assistance; The responsibility of
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service;

Solidarity with affected communities.

Military Support in Civil Emergencies When Defence Forces support humanitarian activities, flags reinforce
public confidence by demonstrating: Organization; Professional capability; National commitment. (Charter of the
United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)

11.4.4 Conflict Prevention and Stabilization Missions
International military involvement may include activities aimed at preventing escalation and supporting

stability. These activities require careful balance between security responsibilities and diplomatic objectives.
(Kenya Defence Forces Act,

3. Symbolic Role of Flags Flags communicate: Peaceful intent; Professional presence; Respect for international
partnerships.

The flag serves as a reminder that military capability exists to support security and peace.

11.5 INTERNATIONAL MILITARY CEREMONIES
International military ceremonies provide opportunities for nations to demonstrate cooperation, respect, and

shared values. These ceremonies may occur during: Mission openings; Command transitions;

National commemorations; Military exchanges; Joint exercises. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts.

1, 2 and 43)

11.5.1 Flag Raising Ceremonies
Flag raising ceremonies are among the most significant symbolic acts in international military environments.

They represent: Formal participation; National presence; Commitment to shared objectives.

Procedure and Meaning A flag raising ceremony requires: Correct protocol; Respectful handling; Coordinated
participation. The raising of a flag represents the recognition of the nation’s role within the mission.

11.5.2 National Days Abroad
Military personnel serving internationally may participate in national day ceremonies.

INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised
KDF/Government protocol prevail. These events provide opportunities to: Celebrate national identity; Share
culture; Strengthen relationships with partner nations.

Role of Military Flags Military flags provide visible representation of Kenya’s heritage and Defence Forces
traditions.

They communicate national pride while respecting the international environment. (Charter of the United
Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)

11.5.3 Mission Commemorations
International missions often conduct ceremonies to recognize: Important milestones;

Achievements; Sacrifices; Personnel contributions.
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Remembrance During Missions Flags are central during memorial events for personnel who have lost their
lives while serving internationally. They represent: Honour; Sacrifice; Continuing commitment. (Charter of the
United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)

11.5.4 International Military Exchanges
Military exchanges strengthen relationships between Defence Forces. They may include: Joint ceremonies;

Training activities;

Cultural engagements.

Flag Diplomacy The respectful exchange and display of flags during military engagements strengthens: Trust;

Friendship; Professional relationships. Flags become instruments of diplomacy. (Charter of the United Nations,
1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)

11.6 RESPECT FOR PARTNER NATIONS’ SYMBOLS
Respect for national symbols is a fundamental principle of international military cooperation.

Every nation’s flag represents: Its people; Its history; Its sovereignty; Its identity. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99)

11.6.1 Principles of Mutual Respect
Personnel operating internationally must demonstrate respect through: Proper flag handling;

Correct ceremonial behaviour; Understanding of partner traditions. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts.
1, 2 and 43)

11.6.2 Shared Ceremonial Environment
In multinational operations, multiple national symbols may appear together. The arrangement of flags should

communicate: Equality; Cooperation;

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Mutual recognition. INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES:
comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised KDF/Government protocol prevail. Avoiding
Symbolic Misrepresentation Care must be taken to avoid: Incorrect display; Improper positioning; Cultural
misunderstanding.

Attention to detail demonstrates professionalism.

11.6.3 Cultural Awareness
Military personnel must understand that symbols have deep meaning within different societies.

Respect for another nation’s flag demonstrates: Respect for its people; Respect for its institutions; Respect for
international partnership. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

11.7 ONE47 INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION PRINCIPLE
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System extends the idea of unity beyond Kenya’s borders. The 47-segment

principle represents that all parts of Kenya contribute to international responsibilities. The international mission of
one Kenyan defender represents: The whole nation; All communities; Shared national values. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)
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11.7 PROTECTION AND SECURITY OF FLAGS DURING
OPERATIONS Military flags deployed during international operations require careful protection because they

represent both national sovereignty and institutional honour. A flag carried during an international mission is not
merely a ceremonial object. It represents: The Republic of Kenya; The Defence Forces institution;

The personnel serving abroad; The values of the nation. The protection of military flags demonstrates respect
for the symbols entrusted to Defence Forces personnel. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts.

1, 2 and 43)

11.7.1 Responsibility for Flag Custody
Commanders and designated personnel hold responsibility for ensuring proper custody of flags during

deployments. This responsibility includes: Secure storage; Proper handling; Controlled access;

Preservation of condition. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) Custodial Principles Flag custodians must ensure
that flags are: Protected from damage; Used only for approved purposes; Maintained according to standards;
Returned or preserved after deployment. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)

11.7.2 Security During Movement
During international operations, flags may be moved between: Headquarters; Operational locations;

Ceremonial venues; Deployment areas. Movement must consider: Environmental conditions;

Operational requirements; Security considerations.

INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised
KDF/Government protocol prevail. Symbolic Importance The careful movement of flags communicates that
national and military symbols are treated with respect wherever personnel operate.

11.7.3 Preservation During Field Operations
Operational environments may expose flags to: Weather conditions; Dust; Physical wear; Difficult terrain.

Personnel must balance operational realities with the obligation to preserve the dignity of the symbol.

11.7.4 Retirement and Replacement During Missions
Where a flag becomes unsuitable for continued use, replacement should follow approved procedures.

Retirement of a flag should recognize: The service it represented; The locations where it was displayed; The
personnel associated with it. A retired operational flag may become part of Defence Forces heritage.

11.8 CULTURAL DIPLOMACY AND MILITARY SYMBOLS
Military symbols serve an important role in building relationships between nations. Beyond their operational

function, flags communicate: Identity; Respect; Friendship; Cooperation. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945,
arts. 1, 2 and 43)

11.8.1 Flags as Instruments of Diplomacy
Military flags can support diplomatic engagement through: Ceremonial exchanges; Official visits;

Joint exercises; International commemorations.

Symbolic Communication The respectful display of flags communicates: Recognition of partners; Commitment
to cooperation; Professional military relationships.
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11.8.2 Military Culture and International Understanding
Every Defence Force has traditions reflected through: Flags; Uniforms; Ceremonies; Symbols.

Understanding these traditions improves cooperation among international partners. (Charter of the United
Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43) Cultural Respect Military personnel must recognize that symbols carry historical
and emotional significance.

Respect for another nation’s symbols strengthens: Trust; Cooperation; Mutual understanding. (Charter of the
United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)

11.8.3 The Kenyan Flag as a Cultural Ambassador
When displayed abroad, the Kenyan flag represents more than a military presence. It represents:

Kenyan history; Kenyan identity; National values; The people of Kenya. The flag becomes an ambassador of
the Republic. (Kenya Defence Forces Act,

4. INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised
KDF/Government protocol prevail.

11.9 ONE47 PHILOSOPHY OF INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System views international service as an expression of national unity. A

Kenyan defender deployed abroad represents the collective contribution of the entire Republic.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

11.9.1 Unity Beyond Borders
The 47-segment symbolism communicates that national identity remains united regardless of location. Whether

serving within Kenya or internationally, personnel carry: One national identity; One constitutional responsibility;
One shared purpose. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

11.9.2 Every County, One Mission
The ONE47 philosophy recognizes that all counties contribute to Kenya’s defence identity. The symbolism

represents: Equal participation; Shared responsibility; Collective national pride. No county stands above another;
every contribution strengthens the whole. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

11.9.3 International Service as National Representation
International operations are not only military activities. They are expressions of Kenya’s:

Commitment to peace; Responsibility within the international community; Respect for cooperation. The flag
represents this responsibility.

11.10 TRAINING AND PROTOCOL STANDARDS
Proper training ensures that military symbols are handled correctly during international operations. Personnel

must understand both: Technical procedures; Symbolic meaning. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2
and 43)

11.10.1 Training Requirements
Training should cover: International flag protocol; Multinational ceremonial procedures; National

representation; Respect for foreign symbols; Flag custody. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43)
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11.10.2 Preparation Before Deployment
Personnel assigned to international missions should receive instruction on: Mission environment;

Partner nation customs; Ceremonial expectations;

Diplomatic considerations. Preparation ensures professionalism abroad.

INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised
KDF/Government protocol prevail.

11.10.3 Leadership Responsibility
Commanders must ensure: Compliance with protocols; Proper flag management; Respectful representation of

Kenya. Leadership protects the reputation of the Defence Forces. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2
and 43) International operations demonstrate the role of Defence Forces in supporting peace, stability, and
cooperation beyond national borders. During these missions, flags become powerful symbols of: National identity;
Institutional responsibility; International partnership. The National Flag represents Kenya. The Defence Forces
flags represent the military institution. Unit colours represent the traditions and histories of individual formations.
Together, they communicate the unity of the Republic and the professionalism of its defenders. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

FINAL CHAPTER PRINCIPLE Under the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System: A Kenyan defender serving
abroad carries the identity of the entire Republic. The 47 segments represent a nation united in purpose, where
every county contributes to national defence and every service member represents all citizens. International service
therefore becomes not only a military responsibility but also an expression of Kenya’s commitment to peace,
cooperation, and global responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised
KDF/Government protocol prevail.

Governing precedence clarification. For any joint display of official flag categories, the order prescribed by the
National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027 is: National Flag; Presidential Standard; State Flag; County Flags;
Defence Forces Flags; Ceremonial Flag Standard. The Defence Forces category is fifth, below County Flags and
above the Ceremonial Flag Standard. Lists identifying types of flags, operational participation, service formations,
or ceremonial activities are not alternative rankings. Where a ceremonial description suggests a different sequence,
the statutory order governs. Internal ordering among military ensigns does not change the ranking of the Defence
Forces category.
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CHAPTER 12: CARE AND MAINTENANCE OF DEFENCE FORCES
FLAGS

Defence Forces flags represent some of the most respected symbols within military institutions.

They embody: National sovereignty; Institutional identity; Military heritage; The honour of service.

Because of their symbolic importance, Defence Forces flags require a high standard of care, maintenance, and
protection. A flag is not simply a piece of fabric. It represents the history, values, sacrifices, and responsibilities of
the institution that carries it. The condition of a military flag reflects the discipline and professionalism of the
Defence Forces. A well-maintained flag communicates: Respect for tradition;

Commitment to excellence; Understanding of symbolism. Under the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System, care
of military flags is considered a form of stewardship of national heritage. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

(Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) The guiding principle is: To
protect the flag is to protect the honour and memory it represents.

12.1 IMPORTANCE OF FLAG CARE AND MAINTENANCE
Military flags are exposed to various conditions during: Ceremonies; Parades; Deployments;

International missions; Training activities. Without proper care, flags may experience: Fading; Fabric
deterioration; Structural damage; Loss of ceremonial appearance. Proper maintenance ensures that flags remain
worthy representations of the Defence Forces. (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014)

12.1.1 Preservation of Military Heritage
Every Defence Forces flag carries historical meaning. A flag may represent: The establishment of a unit; Years

of service; Operational achievements; Institutional traditions. Maintaining the flag preserves the history associated
with it. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Connection Between Flag and Memory A military flag connects:

Past generations who created traditions, Current personnel who maintain those traditions, and Future
generations who inherit the institution’s legacy. The preservation of flags therefore contributes to the preservation
of military history. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105B01:2014; ISO
105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027and Schedules III)

12.1.2 Respect for National Symbols
Military flags exist within the broader national symbol system. They represent service to: The Constitution; The

Republic; The citizens of Kenya. Proper maintenance demonstrates respect for the authority and values
represented by these symbols.

Symbolic Responsibility Neglecting a military flag may be interpreted as neglecting: Institutional dignity;
Historical responsibility; The sacrifices of those who served. Therefore, flag care is a professional obligation. (ISO
139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

12.1.3 Protection of Institutional Identity
Flags provide visible identity for: Defence Forces; Services; Formations;
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Units. A damaged or poorly maintained flag weakens the symbolic representation of the institution. Proper
maintenance protects: Recognition; Continuity; Professional image. (ISO 139:2005;

ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

12.1.4 Maintaining Ceremonial Dignity
Military ceremonies depend heavily on visual standards. Flags must appear: Clean; Correctly constructed;

Properly presented; Professionally maintained. The appearance of a flag contributes to the dignity of: Parades;
Funerals; Official ceremonies; International events. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 139341:2013; ISO 13937- 2:2000) (ISO
105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

12.2 PRINCIPLES OF FLAG PRESERVATION
The preservation of Defence Forces flags is guided by principles that ensure long-term protection while

maintaining ceremonial usefulness.

12.2.1 Respect and Responsibility
Every person handling a military flag has a responsibility to treat it with respect. This includes:

Correct handling; Proper storage;

Careful movement; Awareness of symbolism.

Stewardship Principle Personnel do not own military flags personally. They act as temporary custodians of
symbols belonging to: The Defence Forces; The Republic; Future generations. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-
1:2013;

ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027,
ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

12.2.2 Proper Handling
Correct handling reduces unnecessary damage. Personnel responsible for flags must understand:

How to carry flags; How to fold them; How to position them; How to transport them. (ISO 139:2005; ISO
13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) Handling Standards Flags should never be: Dragged on the ground; Thrown
or folded carelessly; Stored while wet;

Used for unauthorized purposes.

12.2.3 Prevention of Damage
Preventive care is more effective than repair. Damage may result from:

Excessive exposure to sunlight; Moisture; Dust; Improper storage; Rough handling. Regular care extends the
life of the flag.

12.2.4 LongTerm Conservation
Some flags may become historically significant. Such flags require conservation measures that protect: Original

materials; Historical markings; Design features. Historic preservation ensures that important military symbols
remain available for future generations. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013;
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ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027,
ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

12.3 RESPONSIBILITIES FOR FLAG CARE
Responsibility for military flag care exists at multiple levels within the Defence Forces. Each level contributes

to preservation and proper use. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105- B01:2014; ISO
105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027and Schedules I-II)

12.3.1 Command Responsibility
Commanders hold ultimate responsibility for ensuring that military flags under their authority are properly

maintained. Their responsibilities include: Assigning custodians; Ensuring inspections;

Approving replacement; Protecting ceremonial standards. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO
139372:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027 and
Schedules I-II) Leadership Role Commanders demonstrate respect for military heritage by ensuring that flags
receive appropriate care. Flag stewardship reflects institutional leadership. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934- 1:2013;
ISO 139372:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027 and
Schedules I-II)

12.3.2 Flag Custodians
Flag custodians are personnel specifically responsible for the day-to-day care of flags. Their duties include:

Safe storage; Routine inspection; Preparation for ceremonies; Reporting damage. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-
1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) Required Qualities Flag custodians should demonstrate: Discipline; Attention to
detail; Knowledge of protocol;

Respect for symbolism.

12.3.3 Colour Parties
Colour parties have special responsibility because they handle flags during public ceremonies.

They must ensure: Correct handling; Proper movement; Ceremonial presentation; Protection during events.
(ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

12.3.4 Unit Personnel
All personnel share responsibility for respecting military symbols. They must: Follow flag procedures; Report

damage; Maintain proper conduct around flags. Respect for flags is part of military discipline. (ISO 139:2005; ISO
13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)
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12.4 ONE47 PRINCIPLE OF FLAG STEWARDSHIP
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System recognizes that every military flag contributes to the larger national

heritage system. The protection of one unit flag represents protection of one chapter of the Republic’s defence
story. The principle is: Every flag carries history. Every custodian protects that history. The 47- segment unity
philosophy reinforces that all institutions and regions contribute to one national defence identity. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

12.4 HANDLING AND STORAGE OF MILITARY FLAGS
The handling and storage of Defence Forces flags require strict procedures to preserve their physical condition

and symbolic dignity. Military flags are frequently exposed during: Parades; Official ceremonies; Memorial
events; International engagements; Training activities. Proper handling ensures that flags remain: Clean;
Structurally sound; Ceremonially appropriate; Available for future use. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

12.4.1 Proper Handling Procedures
The handling of military flags must always demonstrate respect and discipline. Personnel responsible for flags

must understand that every movement communicates the importance of the symbol.

(ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) General Handling Rules Military flags should be: Handled with clean
hands; Lifted carefully; Kept away from unnecessary contact; Protected from damage during movement. (ISO
139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 139372:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027 and Schedules I-II) Prohibited Handling Practices Flags must never be: Allowed
to touch the ground; Used as ordinary fabric; Folded carelessly;

Placed in unsuitable environments. Such actions reduce the dignity associated with military symbols. (ISO

Prescribed handshake emblem and colour classification The central handshake shall depict two hands in
prescribed light-brown and dark-brown shades, representing human diversity, equality, mutual respect, unity and
cooperation among the people of Kenya. The light-brown and dark-brown shades shall form an integral part of the
approved central emblem. Their purpose shall be to distinguish the two hands, preserve the recognisable
appearance of the handshake and communicate its intended symbolism.

The two shades shall be classified as prescribed emblem-specific colours and not as additional official national
colours. Their use within the central emblem shall not alter the five official national colours of black, white, red,
green and gold (yellow).

These prescriptions apply wherever the approved handshake emblem appears, including the National Flag,
County Flags and Ceremonial Flag Standard. Defence Forces ensigns instead display their prescribed service
insignia within the segmented ring; their designs shall not be described as containing a central handshake unless
the approved flag artwork actually incorporates one. The forty-seven equal ring segments represent the counties
and use the five national colours, not the two brown emblem shades. 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO
13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9
and Schedules I-II)
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12.4.2 Carrying Military Flags
Flag bearers play an important role in maintaining ceremonial standards. When carrying flags, personnel must

maintain: Correct posture; Controlled movement; Proper alignment; Ceremonial awareness. (ISO 139:2005; ISO
13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027) Importance of Flag Bearers The flag bearer represents the Defence Forces while carrying a symbol of:
National service;

Military tradition; Institutional honour.

Selection for flag-bearing duties is therefore a position of trust.

12.4.3 Folding and Unfolding Standards
Correct folding procedures protect flags from: Creasing; Contamination; Fabric stress. Folding also represents a

ceremonial act of respect.

Principles of Folding When folding a military flag, personnel must ensure: Clean handling; Accurate
alignment; Careful movement; Proper completion.

Symbolic Meaning of Folding Folding represents: Respectful preservation; Completion of ceremonial use;
Protection of national heritage. The act reinforces discipline and attention to detail. (ISO 139:2005; ISO
13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

12.4.4 Storage Conditions
Proper storage is essential for extending the useful life of military flags. Storage areas should protect flags

from: Moisture; Excessive heat; (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO
105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Direct sunlight; Dust; Insects.

Recommended Storage Environment Military flags should be stored in areas that are: Clean; Dry; Secure;
Properly ventilated.

Storage Equipment Where possible, flags should be stored using: Approved flag cases; Protective covers;
Appropriate supports. Storage methods should prevent: Permanent folding damage; Fabric stress; Colour
deterioration.

(ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

12.4.5 Protection Against Environmental Damage
Environmental conditions can significantly affect flag durability. Common risks include:

Sunlight Exposure Continuous exposure to sunlight may cause: Colour fading;

Fabric weakening; Reduced visual quality. Flags displayed outdoors should be inspected regularly.

Moisture and Humidity Moisture may cause: Mould growth; Fabric deterioration; Stitching weakness. Flags
must be completely dry before storage.

Wind and Weather Exposure Outdoor flags experience physical stress from: Strong winds; Rain; Dust. Regular
inspections are required to identify early damage.

ONE47 NATIONAL CIVIC EDUCATION MANUAL SERIES | VOLUME VI

ONE47 National Civic Education Manual Series | Volume VI | 141



12.5 CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE PROCEDURES
Cleaning and maintenance procedures ensure that flags remain suitable for ceremonial use.

Maintenance must balance: Preservation of appearance; Protection of fabric; Retention of historical value.

(ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

12.5.1 Fabric Inspection
Before cleaning, flags should be inspected for: Tears;

Loose stitching; Fading; Structural weaknesses. Inspection determines whether cleaning, repair, or replacement
is appropriate.

Inspection Areas Special attention should be given to: Flag edges; Attachment points; Seams; Emblems;

Embroidered details. These areas often experience the greatest stress. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013;

ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027,
ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

12.5.2 Cleaning Methods
Cleaning methods must be appropriate for the flag material. Personnel should consider: Fabric type;

Construction method; Age of the flag; Historical significance. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013;

ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027,
ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) General Cleaning Principles Cleaning should: Remove dirt carefully; Avoid damaging
colours; Preserve fabric strength;

Maintain appearance.

Historic Flags Historic or ceremonial flags may require specialized conservation rather than ordinary cleaning.

Preservation takes priority over appearance. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO
105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027and Schedules I-II)

12.5.3 Repair Standards
Minor damage should be addressed promptly to prevent further deterioration. Repairs may include: Stitching

reinforcement; Edge repair; Replacement of damaged attachments. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO
13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9
and Schedules I-II) Repair Principles Repairs must maintain: Original appearance; Design accuracy; Structural
integrity. Unauthorised alterations should never be made.

12.5.4 Replacement Procedures
Some flags may eventually become unsuitable for active ceremonial use. Replacement may be required when:

Fabric deterioration is significant; Colours have faded; Damage affects dignity; Safety is compromised. (ISO
139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105B02:2014) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Respectful Transition Replacement does not reduce the value of the previous flag.
A retired flag remains part of the institution’s heritage and may be: Preserved; Archived; Displayed historically.
(ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I- II)
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12.6 ONE47 APPROACH TO FLAG PRESERVATION
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System views flag maintenance as preservation of national memory. Every

flag represents: The service of personnel; The history of formations; The contribution of citizens. Proper care
ensures that future generations inherit symbols that reflect the honour of those who served. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

12.6 INSPECTION AND QUALITY CONTROL
Regular inspection and quality control are essential components of Defence Forces flag stewardship. A military

flag must always maintain the highest standards because it represents: The Republic; The Defence Forces; Military
heritage; The honour of service. Inspection ensures that flags remain suitable for: Ceremonial occasions; Official
representation; Training activities; Historical preservation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

12.6.1 Purpose of Flag Inspection
Flag inspection serves several purposes: Identifying damage early; Maintaining ceremonial standards; Ensuring

compliance with specifications; Protecting institutional reputation. Regular inspection prevents minor defects from
becoming major deterioration. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO
105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

12.6.2 Routine Inspections
Routine inspections should be conducted at regular intervals by responsible personnel. Inspections should

assess: Fabric condition; Colour quality; Stitching; Attachment points; Emblems and symbols;

Overall appearance. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-
B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Inspection Checklist A standard inspection should
consider: Physical Condition Checking for: Tears; Holes; Loose threads; Frayed edges; Weak seams. Colour
Condition Checking for: Fading; Uneven colour changes;

Discolouration. Symbol Accuracy Checking that: Emblems remain clear; (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO
105B02:2014) Designs remain accurate; No unauthorized modifications exist.

12.6.3 Ceremonial Readiness Checks
Before important ceremonies, flags must undergo additional inspection. This ensures that they meet the

expected standards for public display. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-
B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Events Requiring Readiness Checks Examples include: National ceremonies; Military parades; State occasions;
International events;

Memorial services.

Responsibilities Before Ceremonies Personnel should confirm: Correct flag selection; Proper mounting; Clean
condition; Appropriate presentation.

12.6.4 Manufacturing Quality Standards
The quality of a military flag begins during production. Manufacturing standards ensure that flags are: Durable;

Accurate; Consistent;

Suitable for ceremonial use.
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Technical Quality Requirements Manufactured Defence Forces flags should comply with approved
specifications regarding:

Dimensions; Proportions; Colours; Materials; Construction methods. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027) Fabric Standards Materials should provide: Strength; Weather resistance; Colour stability; Appropriate
appearance.

Stitching and Construction Quality construction requires: Strong seams; Reinforced attachment points;
Accurate emblem placement. Poor construction reduces the life and dignity of a flag. (ISO 139:2005; ISO
13934-1:2013;

ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027,
ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

12.7 PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC FLAGS
Some Defence Forces flags acquire historical significance through association with: Important events;

Distinguished units;

Previous generations of service personnel. Such flags require special preservation methods.

12.7.1 Heritage Conservation Principles
Historic flags should be treated as heritage objects. Preservation aims to protect: Original materials; Historical

markings; Authentic appearance. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 139372:2000) (ISO 105- B01:2014; ISO
105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027 and Schedules I-II) Preservation Over Restoration
Where a flag has historical value, excessive restoration may reduce authenticity. The objective is to preserve
evidence of history while preventing further deterioration. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013;

ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027,
ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

12.7.2 Museum Preservation
Historic military flags may be preserved within: Defence museums; Military heritage centres;

Official archives.

Museum Display Standards Displayed historic flags should be protected from: Excessive light; Humidity; Dust;
Physical contact.

12.7.3 Archiving and Documentation
Every historically significant flag should have proper documentation. Records should include:

Date of creation; Unit association; Service history; Significant events; Preservation actions. (ISO 139:2005;
ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) Importance of Documentation Documentation ensures that future
generations understand: Why the flag matters; Who served under it; How it contributed to military history. (ISO
139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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12.7.4 Digital Preservation
Modern heritage management may include digital preservation through: High-resolution photographs;

Technical records; Historical databases. Digital records protect knowledge even when physical materials
deteriorate. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027and Schedules III)

12.8 ONE47 PRINCIPLE OF HISTORICAL STEWARDSHIP
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System recognizes military flags as living records of national service. A flag

is a connection between: Past sacrifices; Present responsibilities; Future generations. The preservation of historic
flags ensures that military heritage remains accessible to all citizens. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

12.8 RETIREMENT AND DISPOSAL OF DAMAGED FLAGS
Throughout their service life, Defence Forces flags may eventually reach a condition where they are no longer

suitable for active ceremonial use. Retirement of a flag is not an act of disposal alone. It is a recognition of the
service, history, and meaning associated with that symbol. A retired flag represents:

Past ceremonies; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Institutional achievements; Service traditions; The personnel who carried
and respected it. The retirement process must therefore be conducted with dignity. (ISO 139:2005; ISO
13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

12.8.1 Reasons for Flag Retirement
A Defence Forces flag may require retirement due to: Severe fabric deterioration; Loss of structural integrity;

Significant fading; Damage affecting ceremonial appearance; Replacement by an updated approved flag. (ISO
105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Assessment Before Retirement Before retirement, the responsible authority should evaluate: Historical
significance; Physical condition; Possibility of conservation; Need for replacement. A historically important flag
should not automatically be discarded. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO
105-B01:2014;

ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

12.8.2 Retirement of Historically Significant Flags
Some flags become important historical artefacts. Examples include flags associated with: Major operations;

Distinguished units; Important national events; Previous generations of service. (ISO 139:2005; ISO
13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) Such flags should be considered for: Museum preservation; Archival
storage; Heritage display.

12.8.3 Respectful Disposal Procedures
Where a flag has no preservation value and cannot continue service, disposal should follow approved

ceremonial procedures. The purpose is to ensure that the symbol is treated with respect until the final stage of its
existence. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014;
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ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Principles of Respectful Retirement The
process should demonstrate: Dignity; Appreciation; Recognition of service. A flag should never be discarded in a
manner that diminishes its symbolic importance. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 139341:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO
105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

12.9 TRAINING ON FLAG CARE
Effective flag stewardship requires education and continuous training. Personnel must understand that flag care

involves both: Technical maintenance; Symbolic responsibility. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 139341:2013; ISO
13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9
and Schedules I-II)

12.9.1 Training Objectives
Training programmes should ensure that personnel understand: Flag symbolism; Handling procedures; Storage

requirements;

Inspection standards; Ceremonial responsibilities.

12.9.2 Training for Flag Custodians
Flag custodians require specialized knowledge regarding: Preservation techniques; Routine inspections;

Documentation; Preparation for ceremonies. Their role requires attention to detail and commitment to military
standards. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105B01:2014; ISO 105- B02:2014)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027and Schedules III)

12.9.3 Training for Colour Parties
Colour parties must receive instruction on: Carrying procedures; Movement techniques;

Formation discipline; Ceremonial presentation. Because colour parties publicly represent the Defence Forces,
their standards must remain exceptionally high. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 139372:2000) (ISO
105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027 and Schedules I-II)

12.9.4 Continuous Professional Development
Flag protocol and preservation practices should be reinforced through: Refresher training; Unit exercises;

Ceremonial evaluations. Continuous learning ensures that traditions remain accurate across generations. (ISO
139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105B02:2014) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

12.10 ONE47 PHILOSOPHY OF FLAG STEWARDSHIP
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System views every flag as a symbol of shared national heritage. A flag

represents more than an institution. It represents: The people who created the tradition;

The personnel who uphold it; The citizens who benefit from their service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

ONE47 NATIONAL CIVIC EDUCATION MANUAL SERIES | VOLUME VI

ONE47 National Civic Education Manual Series | Volume VI | 146



12.10.1 The Flag as a National Legacy
The care of military flags reflects a broader responsibility to preserve national memory. The protection of one

flag contributes to the protection of: Military history; National identity; Institutional honour. (ISO 139:2005; ISO
13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

12.10.2 Equality of Heritage
The ONE47 philosophy emphasizes that every formation, service, and region contributes to the national

defence story. No military heritage is insignificant. Every flag represents a valuable chapter within the larger
national narrative. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

12.10.3 Stewardship Across Generations
Flag custodians are temporary guardians of symbols that belong to both past and future generations. Their

responsibility is to ensure that future personnel inherit flags that reflect: Honour;

Discipline; Excellence. (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO
105-B02:2014) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Care and maintenance of Defence Forces flags
represent an essential part of military professionalism. A flag that is properly preserved demonstrates: Respect for
national symbols;

Appreciation of military heritage; Commitment to ceremonial excellence. The physical condition of a flag
reflects the discipline of the institution it represents. The National Flag represents the Republic. The Defence
Forces flag represents institutional service. The service and unit colours represent military heritage and tradition.
Together, these symbols form a visual record of the nation’s defence journey.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

FINAL CHAPTER PRINCIPLE Under the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System: A flag is not merely
preserved because of the material from which it is made. It is preserved because of the history, sacrifice, and
honour carried within it. Proper care today ensures that future generations inherit symbols worthy of the service
they represent. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)
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CHAPTER 13: SECURITY AND PROTECTION OF MILITARY FLAGS

Military flags are among the most important symbols within a Defence Forces institution. They represent:
National sovereignty; Constitutional authority; Military identity; Institutional history; The honour of service.
Because of their significance, military flags require deliberate protection and security measures. The protection of
a military flag is not only a matter of safeguarding a physical object. It is the protection of the values, sacrifices,
and traditions represented by that symbol. A military flag may accompany personnel during: Ceremonial events;
Training activities; National occasions; International operations; Historical commemorations. In every
environment, the flag must remain secure, respected, and properly managed. Under the ONE47 Defence Forces
Flag System, the protection of military flags is understood as the protection of a shared national heritage. The
guiding principle is: To safeguard the flag is to safeguard the honour, history, and identity of the Defence Forces.
(Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 43) (Kenya Defence Forces Act,

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027) 1.

13.1 IMPORTANCE OF SECURITY AND PROTECTION OF
MILITARY FLAGS Military flags require protection because they carry both symbolic and institutional value.

A flag represents more than the organization that owns it. It represents the people, history, and responsibilities
connected to that institution. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

13.1.1 Preservation of National Dignity
Military flags operate within the national symbol system of the Republic. Their condition and treatment reflect:

Respect for the nation; Professional standards of the Defence Forces; Understanding of national values. A
protected and properly maintained flag demonstrates that the institution values what it represents. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Symbolic Responsibility When a military flag is displayed, the public sees: The Defence Forces; The discipline
of its personnel; The commitment to national service. Security measures therefore protect not only the flag but also
the reputation of the Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

13.1.2 Protection of Military Heritage
Military flags preserve the history of Defence Forces institutions. They may represent: The establishment of

formations; Historical achievements; Operational experiences; Generations of service members. Loss or damage to
significant flags may result in the loss of important historical connections. INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES:
comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised KDF/Government protocol prevail. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Heritage Continuity Protecting military flags ensures continuity between: Past generations who created
traditions, Current personnel who uphold those traditions, and Future generations who inherit the institution.

13.1.3 Safeguarding Institutional Identity
Military flags provide visual identity for: Defence Forces; Service branches; Commands; Units.

They distinguish different formations while maintaining connection to the larger military institution.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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Identity and Belonging A military flag creates: Pride among personnel; Recognition among partner forces;
Connection to unit history. Protecting the flag protects the identity and cohesion of the organization it represents.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

13.1.4 Preventing Misuse and Disrespect
Military flags must be protected against improper use. Potential risks include: Unauthorized reproduction;

Incorrect display; Damage; Unauthorized possession; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99)

Misrepresentation. Protection measures ensure that military symbols remain associated with their intended
purpose.

13.2 PRINCIPLES OF MILITARY FLAG SECURITY
The security of military flags is guided by principles that balance accessibility during official duties with

protection against misuse.

13.2.1 Respect and Accountability
Every person who handles a military flag carries responsibility for its protection. Personnel must understand

that they are temporary custodians of a symbol belonging to: The Defence Forces; The Republic; Future
generations. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Accountability Principle Responsibility should be clearly assigned. Personnel must know: Who controls access;
Who maintains custody; Who authorizes movement; Who reports damage or loss. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

13.2.2 Custodianship and Responsibility
Flag custodians serve as guardians of military symbols. Their responsibilities include: Secure storage; Proper

handling; Inspection; Documentation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

Qualities of a Flag Custodian A custodian should demonstrate: Discipline; Reliability; Attention to detail;
Understanding of military traditions.

13.2.3 Controlled Access
Military flags should only be accessed by authorized personnel. Controlled access protects against: Accidental

damage; Unauthorized use; Loss; Symbolic disrespect. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99)

Access Management Units should maintain clear procedures regarding: Flag custody; Issuing authority;
Storage access;

Return procedures.

13.2.4 Protection During Operations
Military flags may be required in demanding environments. Security considerations apply during:

Field exercises; Deployments;

International missions; Emergency situations.
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Operational Protection During operations, personnel must ensure: Secure movement; Proper storage;
Continuous accountability. Even under difficult conditions, the symbolic importance of the flag remains
unchanged.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

13.3 COMMAND RESPONSIBILITY FOR FLAG PROTECTION
Command leadership plays a central role in ensuring the security of military flags. A commander is responsible

for establishing systems that protect flags under their authority. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

13.3.1 Role of Commanders
Commanders must ensure: Proper custody arrangements; Compliance with regulations; Adequate storage

facilities; Trained personnel.

Leadership Example Commanders demonstrate institutional values through their treatment of military symbols.
A Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027and Schedules I-II)

13.3.2 Appointment of Flag Custodians
Commanders should appoint responsible personnel to oversee flag security. The appointment should consider:

Trustworthiness; Training; Experience; Understanding of protocol. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap.
99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

13.3.3 Security Procedures
Commanders should ensure procedures exist for: Storage; Transportation; Ceremonial use;

Emergency response.

13.3.4 Accountability Systems
Accountability systems help maintain control over military flags. Records may include: Flag inventory;

Custody information; Movement records; Inspection reports. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

13.4 ONE47 PRINCIPLE OF FLAG SECURITY
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System recognizes military flags as symbols belonging to the entire Republic.

The protection of one military flag represents protection of: National memory;

Institutional honour; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the
National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Shared defence heritage. The 47-segment unity principle
reinforces that every military tradition contributes to the collective story of Kenya. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

13.4 PHYSICAL SECURITY OF MILITARY FLAGS
Physical security measures ensure that Defence Forces flags remain protected from: Loss;

Damage; Unauthorized access; Improper handling. Because military flags represent institutional honour and
national identity, their physical protection must be treated as an essential responsibility. Physical security applies
during: Storage; Transportation; Ceremonial events; Training activities; Operational deployments. (National Flag,
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Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

13.4.1 Secure Storage Facilities
Military flags must be stored in secure locations that protect them from physical and environmental risks.

Storage facilities should provide protection against: Unauthorized access; Theft; Fire hazards; Moisture; Dust;
Excessive exposure to sunlight. (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014) Characteristics of Secure Storage Areas
A suitable storage location should be: Controlled; Clean;

Prescribed handshake emblem and colour classification The central handshake shall depict two hands in
prescribed light-brown and dark-brown shades, representing human diversity, equality, mutual respect, unity and
cooperation among the people of Kenya.

The light-brown and dark-brown shades shall form an integral part of the approved central emblem. Their
purpose shall be to distinguish the two hands, preserve the recognisable appearance of the handshake and
communicate its intended symbolism.

The two shades shall be classified as prescribed emblem-specific colours and not as additional official national
colours. Their use within the central emblem shall not alter the five official national colours of black, white, red,
green and gold (yellow).

These prescriptions apply wherever the approved handshake emblem appears, including the National Flag,
County Flags and Ceremonial Flag Standard. Defence Forces ensigns instead display their prescribed service
insignia within the segmented ring; their designs shall not be described as containing a central handshake unless
the approved flag artwork actually incorporates one. The forty-seven equal ring segments represent the counties
and use the five national colours, not the two brown emblem shades. Dry; Accessible only to authorized personnel;
Properly maintained.

Storage Responsibility The responsible unit must ensure that: Storage conditions remain appropriate; Access is
controlled; Flags are properly positioned; Inventory records are maintained. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

13.4.2 Protection During Transport
Military flags may need to be transported for: Official ceremonies; Military exercises;

International missions; Historical displays. Transport procedures must protect both the physical condition and
symbolic dignity of the flag. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

Transportation Principles During movement, flags should be: Properly secured; Protected from weather;
Handled by authorized personnel; Accompanied by appropriate documentation. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

Transport Equipment Where necessary, approved protective equipment may include:

Flag cases; Protective covers; Secure carrying systems. These measures prevent unnecessary damage during
movement.

13.4.3 Protection During Ceremonies
Military ceremonies place flags in highly visible public environments. During such occasions, protection must

balance: Public visibility; Ceremonial access; Symbolic respect; Physical security.
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(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Responsibilities During Ceremonies Personnel responsible for flags must ensure: Correct positioning;
Continuous supervision; Proper handling; Safe movement.

Colour Party Protection Colour parties have special responsibility because they publicly represent the Defence
Forces.

They must protect the flag while maintaining: Discipline; Formation standards; Ceremonial precision.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

13.4.4 Protection During Deployments
International and operational deployments create additional security challenges. Military flags may be exposed

to: Harsh environments; Remote locations; Increased movement; Operational uncertainty. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Deployment Security Measures Units should ensure: Clear custody responsibility; Secure storage
arrangements; Controlled access; Emergency procedures.

Operational Symbolism A deployed military flag represents the presence of the Defence Forces. Protecting it
demonstrates: Mission discipline; Institutional pride; National responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

13.5 ACCESS CONTROL AND CUSTODY MANAGEMENT
Effective flag protection requires clear control over who may access, handle, and move military flags. Access

control prevents: Unauthorized use; Accidental damage; Loss of accountability. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, Cap. 99)

13.5.1 Authorized Personnel
Only designated personnel should handle military flags. Authorization should be based on:

Assigned duties; Training; Trust; Knowledge of protocol. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

Examples of Authorized Personnel These may include: Flag custodians; Colour party members; Command-
appointed personnel;

Ceremonial teams.

13.5.2 Handling Records
Proper documentation creates accountability throughout the life cycle of a military flag. Records may include:

Flag identification; Unit ownership; Date of issue; Custodian information; Movement history. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Importance of Records Documentation supports: Security; Heritage preservation;

Inventory management. It ensures that important flags can be traced throughout their service history.

13.5.3 Movement Documentation
When a military flag is moved from one location to another, appropriate records should confirm:
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Reason for movement; Responsible personnel; Destination; Date of transfer. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)
Accountability During Movement Movement documentation ensures that responsibility remains clear at every
stage. This is particularly important during: Deployments; International missions; Major ceremonies. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

13.5.4 Security Checks
Regular security checks help identify risks before they become serious problems. Checks may include:

Confirming flag location; Reviewing storage conditions; Inspecting physical condition; Updating records.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

13.6 ONE47 APPROACH TO PHYSICAL FLAG SECURITY
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System views physical protection as a responsibility shared across the

Defence Forces.

Every secure storage facility, every trained custodian, and every careful movement contributes to preserving
national heritage. The principle is: Security of the flag reflects security of the honour and history entrusted to the
Defence Forces. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

13.6 PROTECTION OF FLAGS DURING MILITARY
OPERATIONS Military operations create environments where Defence Forces flags may face unique

challenges.

Unlike ceremonial settings, operational environments may involve: Difficult terrain; Extreme weather;

Rapid movement; Security risks; Emergency situations. Despite these challenges, the symbolic importance of
military flags remains unchanged. A military flag carried during operations represents: The Republic;

The Defence Forces; The mission being undertaken; The personnel serving under it. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

13.6.1 Field Conditions
Field environments require additional attention to flag protection. Operational conditions may expose flags to:

Rain; Dust; Heat; Strong winds; Physical stress. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99) (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

Field Protection Measures Personnel should ensure: Proper securing of flags; Protection when not displayed;
Regular condition checks; Safe storage during movement.

Maintaining Dignity in Difficult Conditions Operational challenges do not reduce the importance of the flag.
Even in demanding environments, personnel must maintain: Respect; Discipline; Accountability. The ability to
protect the flag under difficult conditions demonstrates professionalism. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)
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13.6.2 International Deployments
When Defence Forces personnel operate outside Kenya, military flags become symbols of national

representation. They represent Kenya in environments involving: Partner nations; International organizations;
Multinational forces. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

Additional Security Considerations During international deployments, units must consider: Host environment;
Mission requirements;

Transportation arrangements; Storage security. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

Diplomatic Importance A military flag displayed internationally communicates: Kenya’s presence; Kenya’s
commitment;

Kenya’s professional standards. Its protection therefore contributes to national reputation.

13.6.3 Emergency Situations
Military operations may involve unexpected situations requiring rapid response. Examples include: Emergency

relocation; Natural disasters; Security incidents; Operational changes. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Emergency Flag Protection Units should have procedures for: Rapid securing of flags; Safe relocation;
Protection during evacuation; Preservation of important historical flags. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

Command Responsibility During Emergencies Commanders must ensure that even under pressure: Flags
remain accounted for; Custody remains clear; Proper decisions are made.

13.6.4 Recovery and Preservation
In some situations, military flags may require recovery after: Operational damage; Accidental loss;

Environmental exposure. Recovery procedures should prioritize: Retrieval; Assessment;

Preservation; Documentation. Recovery of Damaged Flags A damaged flag should not automatically be
discarded. Assessment should determine whether it should be: Repaired; Preserved historically; Retired
ceremonially. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
(Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

Historical Recovery Flags associated with significant events may become important heritage objects.
Preserving such flags maintains the institutional memory of the Defence Forces. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

13.7 PREVENTION OF MISUSE AND SYMBOL ABUSE
Military flags carry authority and meaning. Because of this, they require protection against misuse that may

damage their dignity or create false representation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99)
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13.7.1 Unauthorized Reproduction
Military flags should only be reproduced according to approved standards. Unauthorized reproduction may

result in: Incorrect designs; Misrepresentation; Loss of symbolic accuracy. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027and Schedules I-II) Importance of Design Integrity
Every element of a military flag communicates meaning. Incorrect reproduction may alter:

Colours; Proportions; Symbols; Institutional identity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

13.7.2 Improper Display
Military flags must only be displayed according to approved protocol. Improper display may involve: Incorrect

positioning; Use in unsuitable environments; Association with unauthorized activities.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Protection of Meaning Correct display ensures that the flag continues to communicate: Respect; Authority;
Honour.

13.7.3 Commercial Misuse
Military flags should not be used for unauthorized commercial purposes. Commercial misuse may weaken:

Institutional dignity; Public understanding; Symbolic importance. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap.
99)

Controlled Use Any official reproduction or use should maintain: Approved design standards; Respectful
presentation; Institutional approval.

13.7.4 Protection Against Damage and Defacement
Military flags must be protected against intentional or accidental damage. Damage may affect:

Public confidence; Military reputation; Historical value. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

Prevention Measures Protection includes: Education; Supervision; Proper storage; Responsible public display.

13.8 SECURITY OF FLAG INFORMATION AND RECORDS
Protection of military flags also includes protection of information associated with them. Records may contain:

Historical information; Unit associations; Production details; Custody history. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027and Schedules I-II)

13.8.1 Importance of Documentation Security
Accurate records support: Accountability; Heritage preservation; Institutional continuity.

13.8.2 Maintaining Institutional Memory
Documentation ensures future generations understand: The origin of flags; Their significance;

Their role in military history.
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13.9 ONE47 PRINCIPLE OF OPERATIONAL FLAG
PROTECTION The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System recognizes that military flags remain symbols of

national unity regardless of operational circumstances. Whether displayed: At headquarters; In training areas;
During international missions; In emergency situations; the flag continues to represent the entire Republic. The
47-segment principle reinforces that every operation reflects the contribution of all counties and all citizens.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

13.8 SECURITY OF HISTORIC AND CEREMONIAL FLAGS
Historic and ceremonial military flags require special protection because they represent important chapters in

the history of the Defence Forces. Unlike ordinary operational flags, historic flags may carry unique significance
because of their association with: Distinguished units; Important military events;

Generations of service members; National achievements. The protection of such flags ensures that military
heritage remains preserved for future generations. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

13.8.1 Preservation of Historic Military Flags
Historic flags should be protected as national and military heritage assets. Their preservation requires:

Controlled handling; Appropriate storage; Environmental protection; Historical documentation.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Heritage Value A historic flag may represent: The origins of an institution; The achievements of previous
personnel; The sacrifices made during service. Protecting such flags protects the memory of those who served.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

13.8.2 Security of Ceremonial Flags
Ceremonial flags are regularly used during important national and military occasions. They require protection

because they appear during events such as: Military parades; State ceremonies;

Memorial occasions; Official visits. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

Ceremonial Protection Requirements Before and after ceremonies, responsible personnel should ensure: Secure
preparation; Controlled movement; Proper custody;

Safe return to storage.

13.8.3 Display Security
When historic or ceremonial flags are displayed publicly, measures should ensure: Controlled access;

Protection from accidental damage; Proper supervision. Public display should allow appreciation while
maintaining respect. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

13.8.4 Preservation Through Documentation
Every significant military flag should have an official record. Documentation may include: Date of creation;

Unit history; Ceremonial appearances; Operational association; Preservation actions.
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(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Importance of Records Records ensure that future generations understand not only what the flag is, but why it
matters. A preserved flag without its history loses part of its meaning. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

13.9 TRAINING AND AWARENESS PROGRAMMES
Security of military flags depends on informed and disciplined personnel. Training ensures that all members

understand: The importance of military symbols; Their responsibilities; Correct protection procedures. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

13.9.1 Flag Security Training
Training programmes should include: Flag symbolism; Handling procedures; Storage standards;

Custody responsibilities; Emergency actions.

Training Philosophy Personnel must understand that protecting a flag is not merely administrative duty. It is an
act of respect toward: The Republic; The Defence Forces; Previous generations of service members. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027and Schedules I-II)

13.9.2 Training for Command Personnel
Commanders require awareness of their responsibilities regarding military symbols. Training should

emphasize: Accountability systems; Security planning; Appointment of custodians; Compliance with regulations.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Leadership Responsibility Command decisions influence the protection of military heritage. Strong leadership
ensures that flags receive the respect they deserve.

13.9.3 Training for Flag Custodians
Flag custodians require specialized instruction in: Storage procedures; Inspection methods;

Movement control; Documentation.

Custodian Standards A flag custodian must demonstrate: Reliability; Discipline; Attention to detail;
Commitment to tradition.

13.9.4 Awareness Across the Defence Forces
Flag protection is a shared responsibility. All personnel should understand: The meaning of military flags;

Proper behaviour around flags; Reporting procedures. A culture of respect strengthens institutional discipline.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

13.10 ONE47 PHILOSOPHY OF FLAG PROTECTION
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System establishes flag protection as a national responsibility.

The military flag represents the collective contribution of: All counties; All communities; All generations of
service personnel. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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13.10.1 Protection of Shared Heritage
The ONE47 philosophy recognizes that every military flag forms part of the national story.

Protecting a unit flag protects: A community’s contribution; A formation’s history; A chapter of national
defence. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)

13.10.2 Unity Through Stewardship
The 47-segment symbolism represents equality and shared responsibility. No military heritage is considered

insignificant. Every flag represents service worthy of protection. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap.
99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

13.10.3 The Flag as a Trust
A military flag is held in trust for: Those who served before; Those serving today; Those who will serve

tomorrow. Custodians are therefore guardians of a legacy. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99)
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

Security and protection of military flags represent an essential element of Defence Forces professionalism. A
secure flag system ensures: National dignity; Institutional continuity; Historical preservation; Ceremonial
excellence. Protection requires cooperation between: (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99) (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Commanders; Flag custodians; Colour parties; All Defence Forces personnel. The National Flag represents the
sovereignty of the Republic. The Defence Forces flag represents military identity. The service and unit colours
represent institutional heritage. Together, these symbols form a complete system of national and military
representation. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory
Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) FINAL CHAPTER PRINCIPLE Under the
ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System: A protected flag preserves the honour of the institution. A respected flag
preserves the memory of service. A secured flag protects the legacy of the Republic. Military flags are entrusted
symbols that connect generations of defenders and remind the nation of its shared responsibility. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)
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CHAPTER 14: TRAINING AND CIVIC EDUCATION

Training and civic education form the foundation for understanding, respecting, and preserving Defence Forces
flags as important national and military symbols. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

A flag system cannot be sustained through regulations alone. It requires knowledge, appreciation, and
responsible participation by those who serve, those who manage military institutions, and the citizens whom the
Defence Forces protect. Military flags communicate: National identity; Institutional heritage;

Service values; Collective responsibility. Understanding these symbols requires education that explains not
only how flags are handled, but also why they matter.

The Purpose of Flag Education Flag education ensures that personnel and citizens understand: The meaning
behind military symbols; The correct procedures for their use; The history associated with them; The
responsibilities attached to their protection. (Kenya Defence Forces Act,

1. Beyond Ceremony Although military flags are highly visible during ceremonies, their meaning extends
beyond parade grounds. They represent: The relationship between the Defence Forces and citizens; The history of
national service; The values guiding military institutions. Therefore, education about military flags is both a
military responsibility and a civic responsibility.

14.1 IMPORTANCE OF TRAINING AND CIVIC EDUCATION
Training and civic education ensure that military flags remain respected symbols within society.

Without understanding, symbols risk becoming purely decorative objects rather than meaningful
representations of national values.

14.1.1 Understanding Military Symbolism
Military flags contain symbols, colours, and designs that communicate important ideas. Personnel and citizens

should understand: Why particular colours are used; What emblems represent; How military traditions develop;
Why certain protocols exist. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) Symbolism Creates Connection When individuals
understand the meaning of a flag, they develop a deeper connection with: The nation; The Defence Forces; The
history of service. Knowledge transforms a flag from a physical object into a symbol of shared identity. (Kenya
Defence Forces Act, 2012)

14.1.2 Building Respect for National Institutions
The Defence Forces operate as national institutions established to serve the Republic. Education about military

flags strengthens respect for: Constitutional authority; National service; Institutional discipline.

Relationship Between Citizens and Defence Forces Civic education helps citizens understand that military
symbols represent: Service to the nation;

Protection of national interests;

Responsibility toward society.

14.1.3 Preserving Military Heritage
Military traditions are passed from one generation to another through: Ceremonies; Symbols;
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Records; Education. Flags are among the strongest visual connections to military heritage. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Heritage Continuity Training ensures that current personnel understand the traditions they inherit and preserve
them for future generations. A protected tradition strengthens institutional identity. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

14.1.4 Developing Responsible Citizenship
Civic education ensures that citizens understand their relationship with national symbols.

Responsible citizenship includes: Respecting national institutions; Understanding public symbols;

Participating in national identity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Shared Ownership of
National Heritage Although military flags belong institutionally to Defence Forces organizations, their meaning
belongs to the wider Republic. Citizens share responsibility for respecting national heritage. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

14.2 OBJECTIVES OF FLAG EDUCATION
A comprehensive flag education programme should achieve clear learning objectives.

These objectives apply to: Defence Forces personnel; Government institutions; Educational institutions; The
general public.

14.2.1 Knowledge of Symbolism
The first objective is ensuring understanding of what military flags represent. Learners should understand:

Historical origins; Institutional meanings; National connections; Symbolic principles.

Importance of Historical Knowledge Knowledge of history prevents symbols from losing their meaning.
Personnel who understand the origins of their flags develop stronger institutional pride.

14.2.2 Understanding Protocol
Military flag education must explain proper procedures regarding: Display; Handling; Storage;

Ceremonial use.

Protocol as Discipline Flag protocol is not simply ceremonial formality. It demonstrates:

Order; Respect; Professional standards.

14.2.3 Correct Handling and Display
Training must ensure that personnel understand practical requirements. This includes: Carrying procedures;

Folding methods; Positioning; Ceremony preparation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Professional Presentation The way a flag is handled communicates the discipline of the institution. Correct
procedures reinforce public confidence.

14.2.4 Promoting National Unity
Flag education should promote understanding of shared national identity. Under the ONE47 Defence Forces

Flag System, the 47-segment principle represents: Equal contribution; Shared responsibility; Unity among all
counties. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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Unity Through Knowledge Education demonstrates that national symbols belong to everyone and represent
collective participation.

14.3 DEFENCE FORCES TRAINING FRAMEWORK
The Defence Forces require structured training systems to ensure consistent understanding and application of

flag standards. Training should exist at multiple levels: Individual level; Unit level;

Command level; Institutional level. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

14.3.1 Individual Responsibility
Every member of the Defence Forces has a responsibility to understand and respect military flags.

Personnel should know: The meaning of symbols; Basic protocol requirements; Expected conduct around flags.

Professional Duty Respect for military symbols forms part of military discipline and professional identity.

Prescribed handshake emblem and colour classification The central handshake shall depict two hands in
prescribed light-brown and dark-brown shades, representing human diversity, equality, mutual respect, unity and
cooperation among the people of Kenya. The light-brown and dark-brown shades shall form an integral part of the
approved central emblem. Their purpose shall be to distinguish the two hands, preserve the recognisable
appearance of the handshake and communicate its intended symbolism.

The two shades shall be classified as prescribed emblem-specific colours and not as additional official national
colours. Their use within the central emblem shall not alter the five official national colours of black, white, red,
green and gold (yellow).

These prescriptions apply wherever the approved handshake emblem appears, including the National Flag,
County Flags and Ceremonial Flag Standard. Defence Forces ensigns instead display their prescribed service
insignia within the segmented ring; their designs shall not be described as containing a central handshake unless
the approved flag artwork actually incorporates one. The forty-seven equal ring segments represent the counties
and use the five national colours, not the two brown emblem shades.

14.3.2 UnitLevel Instruction
Units should provide practical training related to their own flags and traditions. Unit instruction may cover:

Formation history; Unit colours; Ceremonial responsibilities; Custody procedures.

Building Unit Identity Unit-level education strengthens:

Cohesion; Pride; Continuity.

14.3.3 Command Leadership
Commanders play an important role in ensuring flag education is maintained. Their responsibilities include:

Supporting training programmes; Ensuring compliance; Encouraging respect for traditions.

14.3.4 Institutional Standards
The Defence Forces should maintain common standards to ensure consistency. Institutional standards provide:

Approved procedures; Training guidelines; Reference materials. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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14.4 ONE47 PRINCIPLE OF EDUCATIONAL STEWARDSHIP
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System views education as the foundation of symbolic preservation. A flag

cannot be fully respected unless its meaning is understood. The principle is:

Knowledge creates respect, and respect preserves heritage. Through education, every generation becomes a
guardian of national and military symbols. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

14.4 MILITARY FLAG TRAINING PROGRAMMES
A professional Defence Forces flag system requires structured training programmes that develop knowledge,

discipline, and practical competence. Military flag training ensures that personnel understand:

The symbolic importance of flags; Their responsibilities as custodians; Correct ceremonial procedures;

Protection and preservation standards. Training must combine: Historical understanding; Technical knowledge;
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027) Practical application;
Leadership responsibility.

14.4.1 Basic Training
Basic flag education should form part of the initial training received by all Defence Forces personnel. Every

service member should understand that military flags are not ordinary objects but symbols representing: The
Republic; The Defence Forces; Military traditions; National service.

Basic Training Objectives Basic training should introduce personnel to: National and military flag systems;
Flag symbolism;

Respect protocols; General handling procedures; Ceremonial conduct. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

Expected Competencies Upon completion of basic training, personnel should be able to: Identify official
military flags;

Explain their significance; Demonstrate appropriate conduct around flags; Understand their role in ceremonies.

14.4.2 Specialist Flag Custodian Training
Flag custodians require advanced training because they hold direct responsibility for the protection and

management of military flags. Their role requires a higher level of knowledge and attention.

Custodian Training Areas Specialist training should include: Flag History Understanding: Origins of military
flags; Unit traditions; Historical associations. Flag Care Including: Storage procedures; Inspection methods;
Cleaning standards; Preservation techniques. Documentation Including: Inventory management; Custody records;

Movement tracking.

Custodian Responsibility A flag custodian acts as a guardian of institutional heritage. The position requires:
Trust;

Discipline; Accuracy;

Commitment.
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14.4.3 Colour Party Training
Colour parties represent the Defence Forces during ceremonial occasions. Their performance directly

influences public perception of military professionalism. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Colour Party Training Components Training should cover: Flag carrying techniques; Formation movement;
Parade procedures;

Ceremonial positioning; Coordination with commands.

Importance of Precision The movement of colours during ceremonies communicates: Discipline; Unity;
Respect. Small errors can affect the dignity of an official event. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) Role of Colour
Bearers Colour bearers must understand that they carry: Institutional history; Military honour; National
representation. Their role is therefore one of trust and distinction. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

14.4.4 Command and Leadership Training
Commanders require specialized understanding of military flag management. Leadership determines whether

flag systems are properly respected and maintained. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Leadership Training Objectives Command training should include: Flag regulations; Security responsibilities;
Ceremonial oversight; Heritage preservation.

Commander Responsibilities Commanders should ensure: Proper appointment of custodians; Adequate
training; Compliance with standards; Protection of military heritage.

Leadership Through Example Personnel observe how leaders treat military symbols. A commander who
demonstrates respect for flags reinforces: Discipline; Professional culture; Institutional pride. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

14.5 CEREMONIAL SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
Ceremonies provide some of the most visible demonstrations of military discipline. The effective use of flags

requires continuous development of ceremonial skills. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

14.5.1 Drill and Parade Practice
Flag movements require coordination between: Colour parties; Formation commanders;

Supporting personnel. Regular practice ensures: Correct timing; Proper alignment; Professional appearance.

Purpose of Drill Drill develops: Discipline; Teamwork; Precision; Confidence.

14.5.2 Flag Handling Techniques
Flag handling training ensures that personnel understand the correct methods for: Carrying;

Positioning; Folding; Presenting.

Handling Standards Personnel must ensure: Controlled movement;

Proper posture; Respectful contact; Protection from damage.

Symbolic Meaning of Handling The manner in which a flag is handled communicates the values of the
institution. Careful handling demonstrates: Respect; Responsibility; Professionalism. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)
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14.5.3 Formation Discipline
Military ceremonies depend on coordinated movement. Flag training should include: Formation positioning;

Marching procedures; Alignment; Commands. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Unity Through Formation The orderly movement of colours reflects: Institutional unity; Collective discipline;
Shared purpose.

14.5.4 Ceremony Preparation
Successful ceremonies require detailed preparation. Preparation should include:

Reviewing protocols; Inspecting flags; Conducting rehearsals; Confirming responsibilities.

Pre-Ceremony Checklist Before an event, personnel should confirm: Correct flags selected; Flags properly
maintained;

Personnel properly trained; Movement procedures understood. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

14.6 ONE47 PRINCIPLE OF TRAINING EXCELLENCE
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System recognizes training as the foundation of professional flag

stewardship. A disciplined flag system requires disciplined personnel. The principle is: Excellence in handling
begins with excellence in training. Through structured education and practice, military personnel become
guardians of national heritage. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

14.6 CIVIC EDUCATION ON DEFENCE SYMBOLS
Defence symbols belong within the broader framework of national identity and civic understanding. While

military flags are primarily used by Defence Forces institutions, their meaning extends to the wider society
because they represent national service and collective responsibility. Civic education ensures that citizens
understand: The purpose of military symbols; Their relationship with national values; The importance of respect
and proper conduct. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

14.6.1 Public Understanding of Military Flags
A knowledgeable public contributes to the protection and appreciation of national symbols. Public education

should explain: The difference between national and military flags; The role of service flags and unit colours;
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) The history behind military symbolism; The importance of
respectful display.

Building Public Awareness Citizens should understand that military flags represent: Defence of the Republic;
Service to society; Institutional traditions; The sacrifices of personnel. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

Avoiding Misinterpretation Education reduces misunderstanding regarding: Flag hierarchy; Ceremonial use;
Military traditions. Clear understanding strengthens public confidence in Defence institutions. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
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14.6.2 Schools and Educational Institutions
Schools play an important role in developing future generations’ understanding of national symbols. Early

education creates lifelong respect for: National identity; Civic responsibility; Public institutions. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Flag Education in Schools Educational programmes may include: History of
national symbols; Meaning of colours and emblems;

Military heritage awareness; Civic responsibilities.

Practical Learning Activities Students may participate in: Flag ceremonies; National events; Educational
exhibitions; Heritage programmes.

Developing Responsible Citizens School-based education helps young people understand that symbols
represent shared values rather than belonging to specific groups. The purpose is to build: Respect; Unity;
Responsibility.

14.6.3 Community Engagement
Community engagement connects military heritage with the citizens served by the Defence Forces. Public

participation creates greater understanding of national institutions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

Community Education Programmes Possible activities include: Public exhibitions; Heritage presentations;
Military history forums;

Civic education sessions.

Relationship Between Defence Forces and Society Community education reinforces the principle that national
defence is a shared responsibility. The Defence Forces protect the Republic, while citizens preserve respect for the
institutions and symbols representing that service. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

14.6.4 Media and Digital Education
Modern communication platforms provide important opportunities for expanding civic education.

Digital education can reach: Students; Communities; Researchers; The wider public. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

Digital Learning Resources Educational materials may include: Online manuals; Short educational videos;
Digital archives;

Interactive presentations.

Responsible Communication Media platforms should present military symbols accurately and respectfully.
Correct information helps prevent: Misrepresentation; Incorrect use; Loss of symbolic meaning. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

14.7 NATIONAL VALUES AND FLAG EDUCATION
Flag education is closely connected to national values. Military symbols provide visual expressions of

principles that guide national service.
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14.7.1 Patriotism
Patriotism involves commitment to the Republic and respect for national institutions. Flag education

encourages citizens and personnel to understand: The meaning of service; The importance of national unity; The
responsibilities of citizenship. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) Patriotism Beyond Emotion True patriotism
involves: Knowledge; Responsibility; Respectful action. Understanding symbols allows citizens to engage with
national identity in a meaningful way. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

14.7.2 Unity
Military flags represent unity among individuals serving a common purpose. The ONE47 philosophy reinforces

the idea that all parts of Kenya contribute to national identity. The 47-segment symbolism represents: Equal
recognition; Shared responsibility; Collective contribution. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Unity Through Symbols Flags provide a visual reminder that diversity can exist within one national identity.

14.7.3 Service
Military flags represent the concept of service. They remind citizens that Defence Forces personnel serve: The

Constitution; The Republic; The people. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Service as a National Value Education should emphasize that military service is connected to: Duty; Sacrifice;
Responsibility.

14.7.4 Responsibility
Respect for symbols requires responsible behaviour. Responsibility includes: Understanding protocols;

Respecting institutions; Preserving heritage.

14.8 INTEGRATING CIVIC EDUCATION WITH NATIONAL
HERITAGE Military flag education should be connected to broader heritage programmes. This ensures that

symbols remain understood within their historical and cultural context. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

Heritage Education Approach A complete educational approach should combine: History;

Symbolism; Protocol; Civic responsibility.

Preserving Collective Memory Education ensures that military traditions are not lost between generations. Each
generation receives: Knowledge from the past; Responsibility in the present; A duty toward the future. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

14.9 ONE47 APPROACH TO CIVIC EDUCATION
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System views civic education as a bridge between institutions and citizens.

The principle is: A symbol respected by the people becomes a symbol strengthened by the nation. The 47- segment
concept demonstrates that every county and every citizen has a place within the national story. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)
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14.8 TRAINING RESOURCES AND LEARNING MATERIALS
Effective training and civic education require reliable learning resources that provide consistent information

about Defence Forces flags, their symbolism, and their proper use. Training materials ensure that knowledge is
transferred systematically across: Defence Forces institutions; Government agencies;

Educational institutions; Civic programmes. A strong educational system prevents inconsistency and ensures
that military flag traditions remain accurate across generations. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

14.8.1 Manuals and Protocol Guides
Official manuals form the foundation of military flag education. They provide authoritative guidance on: Flag

symbolism; Technical specifications; Ceremonial procedures; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Handling standards; Security requirements. Purpose of Manuals Manuals ensure that all personnel receive the
same understanding of: What flags represent; How they should be used; How they should be protected.

Types of Educational Manuals Training resources may include: Flag Protocol Manuals Covering: Display
procedures; Order of precedence; Ceremonial arrangements. Technical Manuals Covering: Dimensions;
Construction standards;

Materials; Maintenance. Heritage Manuals Covering: Historical development; Unit traditions; Symbolic
meaning.

14.8.2 Visual Education Materials
Visual materials are powerful tools for explaining complex symbolic systems. They help learners understand:

Flag designs; Symbol placement; Ceremonial procedures; Historical connections.

Examples of Visual Resources Educational materials may include: Diagrams; Illustrations; Posters; Training
charts; Exhibitions.

Importance of Visual Learning Flags are visual symbols. Therefore, visual education helps communicate:
Design meaning;

Colour symbolism; Proper arrangements.

14.8.3 Digital Learning Platforms
Modern education requires accessible digital resources. Digital platforms allow wider access to flag education

materials.

Digital Resources May Include:

Online courses; Digital manuals; Interactive modules; Video demonstrations; Virtual exhibitions.

Advantages of Digital Education Digital learning provides: Wider accessibility; Consistent information;
Flexible learning opportunities. It allows personnel and citizens to learn regardless of location. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

14.9 ASSESSMENT AND CERTIFICATION
Training effectiveness requires evaluation. Assessment ensures that individuals have gained the required

knowledge and practical skills.
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14.9.1 Competency Evaluation
Flag-related training should assess both: Knowledge Competencies Including: Symbol understanding;

Historical awareness; Protocol knowledge. Practical Competencies Including: Handling procedures; Ceremonial
performance; (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) Storage practices.

Importance of Evaluation Assessment ensures that flag responsibilities are entrusted only to properly prepared
personnel.

14.9.2 Training Assessments
Assessment methods may include: Written evaluations; Practical demonstrations; Ceremony observations;

Inspection exercises.

Practical Demonstration Personnel should demonstrate their ability to: Handle flags correctly; Prepare for
ceremonies;

Follow security procedures.

14.9.3 Certification of Flag Competence
Specialized roles may require formal certification. Examples include: Flag custodians; Colour party members;

Ceremonial instructors; Heritage managers. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Purpose of Certification Certification provides assurance that personnel:

Understand standards; Can perform required duties; Maintain institutional quality.

14.9.4 Continuous Improvement
Training systems should evolve through: Experience; Reviews; Lessons learned; Technological developments.

Maintaining Relevance A strong education system adapts while preserving essential traditions. The goal is not
only to maintain existing knowledge but to improve future practices. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

14.10 TRAINING NETWORKS AND INSTITUTIONAL
COORDINATION Effective flag education requires cooperation among institutions.

14.10.1 Defence Forces Training Institutions
Military training institutions provide: Professional instruction; Standardized procedures;

Leadership development.

14.10.2 Government and Civic Institutions
Government and civic institutions support: Public education; Heritage awareness;

National identity programmes.

14.10.3 Educational Partnerships
Partnerships with schools, universities, and cultural institutions can strengthen understanding of:

Military history; National symbols; Civic responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99)
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14.11 ONE47 PRINCIPLE OF KNOWLEDGE PRESERVATION
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System recognizes education as a form of preservation. A tradition survives

when knowledge is transferred. The principle is: A protected symbol requires an informed generation to protect it.
Training resources ensure that military flags remain understood, respected, and properly represented. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

14.10 ONE47 PHILOSOPHY OF CIVIC EDUCATION
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System recognizes that the preservation of military symbols depends on an

informed and engaged society. A flag cannot achieve its full meaning through design alone.

Its value emerges when people understand: Its history; Its symbolism; Its purpose; The responsibilities
associated with it. Civic education therefore becomes a bridge between military institutions and the citizens they
serve. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

14.10.1 Education as a Foundation of National Unity
National symbols provide a common language through which citizens understand shared identity.

The ONE47 philosophy emphasizes that: Every county contributes to the Republic; Every citizen contributes to
national identity; Every generation contributes to national heritage. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap.
99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The 47-segment principle represents equality and inclusion by recognizing that every part of Kenya forms part
of one national story.

Unity Through Understanding A society that understands its symbols develops: Greater respect for institutions;
Stronger national connection; Greater responsibility toward heritage. Education transforms symbols from simple
images into meaningful expressions of unity. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

14.10.2 Civic Responsibility and Military Heritage
Military heritage belongs within the wider national heritage system. Although Defence Forces flags represent

military institutions, their meaning connects with the public through: National ceremonies;

Historical remembrance; Public education; Cultural identity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Shared Responsibility The preservation of military symbols requires cooperation between: Defence Forces
personnel;

Government institutions; Educational bodies; Citizens. Each group contributes to maintaining the dignity of
national symbols. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

14.10.3 Building Future Guardians of Heritage
Education creates future custodians of national traditions.

Young people who understand military symbols become better prepared to: Respect national institutions;
Appreciate history; Protect heritage. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) Generational Continuity Every generation
receives national heritage from those before it. Its responsibility is to:

Understand it; Preserve it; Pass it forward.

ONE47 NATIONAL CIVIC EDUCATION MANUAL SERIES | VOLUME VI

ONE47 National Civic Education Manual Series | Volume VI | 169



14.11 FUTURE GENERATIONS AND NATIONAL HERITAGE
The purpose of training and civic education extends beyond present needs. It ensures that future generations

inherit a complete understanding of: National symbols; Military traditions; Defence heritage.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

14.11.1 Preserving Knowledge for the Future
Physical preservation of flags is important, but preservation of knowledge is equally essential. A flag without

understanding loses part of its meaning. Education preserves: Historical memory;

Institutional traditions; National values. (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

14.11.2 Modern Approaches to Heritage Education
Future education systems may integrate: Digital archives; Interactive learning; Virtual exhibitions;

Research programmes. Technology provides opportunities to make national heritage accessible to wider
audiences.

14.11.3 Inspiring National Pride Through Knowledge
Knowledge-based appreciation creates a stronger connection than symbolic display alone.

Citizens and personnel who understand the meaning behind flags develop: Respect; Pride; Responsibility.

Training and civic education are essential foundations of a successful Defence Forces flag system.

A complete flag system requires: Accurate knowledge; Professional training; Public understanding;

Responsible stewardship. Military personnel must understand how to: Handle flags correctly; Preserve their
condition; Perform ceremonies professionally. Citizens must understand: Their meaning; Their connection to
national identity; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Their role in preserving respect for institutions. Together, education and training ensure that Defence Forces
flags remain symbols of: Honour; Unity; Service; Heritage. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
FINAL CHAPTER PRINCIPLE Under the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System: A nation that understands its
symbols strengthens its identity. A force that trains its personnel preserves its honour. A generation educated in
heritage protects the future. The purpose of civic education is not merely to teach procedures. It is to create a
lasting culture of respect where military symbols continue to represent the values, sacrifices, and unity of the
Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027) Governing
precedence clarification. For any joint display of official flag categories, the order prescribed by the National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027 is: National Flag; Presidential Standard; State Flag; County Flags; Defence Forces
Flags; Ceremonial Flag Standard. The Defence Forces category is fifth, below County Flags and above the
Ceremonial Flag Standard. Lists identifying types of flags, operational participation, service formations, or
ceremonial activities are not alternative rankings. Where a ceremonial description suggests a different sequence,
the statutory order governs. Internal ordering among military ensigns does not change the ranking of the Defence
Forces category.
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CHAPTER 15: FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Defence Forces flags are among the most important symbols within a nation’s military tradition.

They communicate: Institutional identity; National service; Military heritage; Collective responsibility; The
values that guide personnel. Because military flags carry deep symbolic meaning, they require public
understanding and professional management. This Frequently Asked Questions section provides clear explanations
regarding: The purpose of Defence Forces flags; Their relationship with national symbols; Their importance
within military culture; The principles governing their protection and use. The purpose of these questions is to
make military flag systems understandable to: Defence Forces personnel; Government officials; Educational
institutions; Researchers; Citizens. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

(Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

15.1 GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT DEFENCE FORCES
FLAGS Q1. What is the purpose of a Defence Forces flag? A Defence Forces flag serves as a visual

representation of a military institution, formation, or unit. It communicates: The identity of the organization; Its
history and traditions; Its connection to national service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

A military flag provides a symbol around which personnel unite.

Explanation Unlike ordinary organizational signs, Defence Forces flags carry historical and ceremonial
significance. They represent: The personnel who have served; The achievements of the institution; The
responsibilities entrusted to the Defence Forces. During ceremonies, operations, and official events, the flag
becomes a visible representation of the institution’s honour. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

ONE47 Principle Under the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System: A military flag represents not only the
organization that carries it, but also the national responsibility that organization serves. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

Q2. Why do military institutions require separate flags? Military institutions require separate flags because
different formations have unique identities, histories, and traditions. A national defence structure may contain:
Different service branches; Commands; Units; Special formations. Each may develop its own traditions while
remaining connected to the Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Importance of Institutional Identity Separate military flags allow personnel to recognize: Their specific
formation; Their shared history; Their contribution to national defence.

Unity Within Diversity Different flags do not divide military institutions. Instead, they demonstrate that many
parts can contribute to one national defence system. The ONE47 philosophy recognizes diversity as a strength
when united under common national purpose. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Q3. How are Defence Forces flags different from the National Flag? The National Flag represents the entire
Republic. A Defence Forces flag represents a specific military institution, service, command, or unit. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) The National Flag symbolizes: The sovereignty of the Republic; The nation
as a whole; The constitutional identity of citizens.

Defence Forces Flags Military flags symbolize: Defence institutions; Military traditions; Service identity;
Operational heritage.
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Relationship Between Them Military flags operate within the national symbol system. They do not replace the
National Flag.

Instead, they support and reinforce the broader identity of the Republic.

Q4. What values do military flags represent? Military flags represent values that guide military service and
national responsibility. These values include: Honour; Duty; Discipline; Loyalty; Service;

Sacrifice; Unity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Symbolic Meaning A military flag reminds
personnel of: Their obligations; Those who served before them; The citizens they protect.

Connection to Military Culture Military traditions are built around shared values. The flag provides a
permanent symbol of these principles.

Q5. Why are military flags treated with special respect? Military flags receive special respect because they
represent more than physical materials. They represent: Institutional history; Human sacrifice; (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) National commitment.

Respect Through Protocol Special procedures exist for: Handling; Display; Storage; Ceremonial use. These
procedures demonstrate the importance of the symbol.

Historical Responsibility Many military flags represent generations of service. Respecting them honours: Past
personnel;

Current service members; Future generations.

15.2 UNDERSTANDING THE SYMBOLIC ROLE OF
MILITARY FLAGS Military flags perform several important roles within Defence Forces institutions.

15.2.1 Identity Role
Flags allow personnel and citizens to identify: Units; Commands; Service branches; Military traditions.

15.2.2 Historical Role
Flags preserve memories of: Achievements; Operations; Institutional development.

15.2.3 Ceremonial Role
Flags provide a central element in: Parades; Memorial events; Official ceremonies.

15.2.4 Educational Role
Military flags teach society about: National service; Defence heritage; Institutional values.

15.3 ONE47 PHILOSOPHY OF UNDERSTANDING MILITARY
FLAGS The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System recognizes military flags as symbols of shared national

heritage. The protection and understanding of these flags depends on: Knowledge; Respect; Responsible
stewardship. The 47-segment principle reinforces that every county contributes to the national story.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027)
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15.2 QUESTIONS ABOUT MILITARY FLAG DESIGN AND
SYMBOLISM Military flag design is guided by principles of identity, history, tradition, and institutional

purpose.

Every element incorporated into a Defence Forces flag communicates meaning. These elements may include:
Colours; Emblems; Symbols; Shapes; Arrangements; Historical references. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

A well-designed military flag creates a connection between the institution’s past, present, and future.

Q6. What do the colours and symbols on military flags represent? The colours and symbols on military flags
communicate the values and identity of the institution they represent. They may reflect:

National identity; Service traditions; Historical achievements; Institutional values. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

Meaning of Colours Colours may symbolize concepts such as: National Connection Linking the military
institution to the Republic it serves. Courage and Sacrifice Recognizing the commitment and risks associated with

Prescribed handshake emblem and colour classification The central handshake shall depict two hands in
prescribed light-brown and dark-brown shades, representing human diversity, equality, mutual respect, unity and
cooperation among the people of Kenya. The light-brown and dark-brown shades shall form an integral part of the
approved central emblem. Their purpose shall be to distinguish the two hands, preserve the recognisable
appearance of the handshake and communicate its intended symbolism.

The two shades shall be classified as prescribed emblem-specific colours and not as additional official national
colours. Their use within the central emblem shall not alter the five official national colours of black, white, red,
green and gold (yellow).

These prescriptions apply wherever the approved handshake emblem appears, including the National Flag,
County Flags and Ceremonial Flag Standard. Defence Forces ensigns instead display their prescribed service
insignia within the segmented ring; their designs shall not be described as containing a central handshake unless
the approved flag artwork actually incorporates one. The forty-seven equal ring segments represent the counties
and use the five national colours, not the two brown emblem shades. military service. Honour and Service
Representing the principles expected of personnel. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Meaning of Symbols Symbols may represent: Military heritage; Geographic identity; Historical events;
Institutional missions. Each element must be officially approved and carefully protected to maintain accuracy.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Q7. Why are service branches and units allowed to have
different flags? Different military branches and units have unique roles, histories, and traditions. Separate flags
allow them to express their individual identity while remaining part of one Defence Forces system. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Examples of Institutional Identity Different formations may represent: Different operational responsibilities;
Different historical origins; Different areas of expertise.

Unity Within the Defence Forces Having different flags does not create separation. Instead, it recognizes that:
Different units contribute differently; All serve the same Republic; All operate under common national values.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) ONE47 Principle The ONE47
philosophy views diversity as a strength. Just as the forty-seven counties contribute equally to Kenya’s identity,
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different military formations contribute equally to national defence. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) (Explanatory Memorandum to the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027) Q8. How do military flags preserve history and tradition? Military flags act as historical records.

They preserve memories of: Institutional development; Previous generations of service members;

Important achievements; (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Military traditions.

The Flag as a Historical Record A military flag may represent decades of service. It connects: Past generations
who established traditions, Present personnel who continue service, Future generations who inherit the legacy.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) Heritage Preservation Protecting
military flags ensures that future personnel understand: Where their institution came from; What sacrifices were
made; Why traditions matter. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Q9. What is the significance of unit colours and standards? Unit colours and standards are among the most
important symbols within military tradition. They represent the identity and honour of a specific formation.
(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Purpose of Unit Colours Unit colours provide: Recognition;
Cohesion; Historical continuity. They become symbols around which personnel unite.

Importance in Military Culture Unit colours are associated with: Pride; Loyalty; Achievement; Service history.

Ceremonial Significance During formal occasions, unit colours demonstrate: Discipline; Tradition; Respect for
military heritage.

Q10. How does the ONE47 principle influence Defence Forces flag symbolism? The ONE47 principle
introduces a national unity perspective into the Defence Forces flag system. It recognizes that defence is a
collective responsibility shared by all parts of the Republic. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

The 47-Segment Principle The 47-segment concept symbolizes: Equal recognition of counties;

Unity in diversity; Shared national contribution. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Application to Military Symbols The principle encourages military flags to communicate: Inclusion; National
connection;

Collective service.

Balance Between Tradition and Unity The ONE47 approach does not remove military heritage. Instead, it
strengthens the connection between: Military institutions; Citizens; National identity. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027)

15.3 DESIGN PRINCIPLES OF MILITARY FLAGS
A professional military flag system follows established design principles.

15.3.1 Clarity
A military flag should be: Easily recognizable; Visually balanced; Symbolically clear.

15.3.2 Authenticity
Design elements must accurately represent: Institutional history; Approved traditions; Official identity.

15.3.3 Respect for Heritage
New designs should acknowledge existing traditions while allowing institutional development.
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15.3.4 Consistency
All Defence Forces flags should operate within a coordinated system.

Consistency ensures: Recognition; Order; Professional appearance.

15.4 SYMBOLISM AND NATIONAL UNITY
Military flags demonstrate how institutions can maintain individual identity while contributing to a common

national purpose. The Defence Forces consist of many formations, but all serve one Republic.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Shared Purpose Different military flags collectively represent:
National defence; Public service; Constitutional responsibility.

ONE47 Philosophy The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System emphasizes: Different symbols may represent
different institutions, but all remain connected through one national mission. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

15.5 QUESTIONS ABOUT PROTOCOL, CEREMONIES AND
PROTECTION Military flag protocol ensures that Defence Forces flags are displayed, handled, and protected

with the highest standards of discipline and respect. Protocol is not simply a ceremonial requirement. It represents:
Order; Professionalism; Institutional dignity; Respect for national heritage. (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027)

Q11. Who is responsible for protecting military flags? The responsibility for protecting military flags is shared
throughout the Defence Forces structure. However, specific responsibility is assigned to designated personnel and
commanders. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Command Responsibility Commanders are responsible for ensuring: Proper custody arrangements;

Trained personnel; Secure storage; Compliance with regulations.

Custodian Responsibility Flag custodians are responsible for: Safe handling; Inspection; Storage;
Documentation.

Collective Responsibility All Defence Forces personnel have a duty to respect and protect military symbols.
Every member contributes to maintaining the dignity of the institution. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

Q12. How should military flags be displayed? Military flags should be displayed according to approved
protocol and ceremonial standards. Correct display communicates: Respect; Authority;

Institutional order. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Display Considerations Proper display
requires attention to: Correct position; Order of precedence; Appropriate occasion;

Physical condition. During Ceremonies Military flags should be presented with: Discipline; Precision;
Respectful handling.

During Official Events The arrangement of military flags should reflect: Institutional hierarchy; National
requirements;

Ceremonial traditions.
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Q13. Why are colour parties important? Colour parties are important because they represent the Defence Forces
during formal ceremonies. They are responsible for presenting military flags with dignity and precision. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Role of Colour Parties Colour parties perform duties including: Carrying
colours; Presenting flags; Participating in parades; Supporting ceremonial events.

Symbolic Importance A colour party represents: The discipline of the unit; The honour of the institution;

The respect given to national symbols.

Training Requirements Members of colour parties require: Drill training; Flag handling skills; Ceremonial
knowledge;

Team coordination.

Q14. What happens when a military flag becomes damaged? A damaged military flag must be assessed
carefully before any decision is made. The condition of the flag determines whether it should be:

Repaired; Preserved; Retired. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Assessment Process The
assessment should consider: Physical condition; Historical importance; Operational value.

Historically Significant Flags A damaged flag with important historical value may be preserved as: A heritage
object; A museum item; An archival resource.

Retirement Process When a flag can no longer serve its purpose, retirement should be conducted respectfully. A
military flag should never be treated as an ordinary discarded item. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

Q15. Can military flags be used for commercial purposes? Military flags should not be used for unauthorized
commercial activities. Their purpose is to represent: Defence institutions; National service;

Military heritage. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Protection Against Commercial Misuse
Unauthorized use may result in: Misrepresentation; Loss of symbolic dignity; Public confusion.

Approved Uses Where reproduction or display is permitted, it should maintain: Official accuracy; Respectful
presentation; Institutional approval.

15.6 MILITARY FLAG CEREMONIES AND TRADITIONS
Military ceremonies provide opportunities to demonstrate respect for Defence Forces symbols.

They connect present personnel with: Institutional history; Military traditions; (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027)

National values.

15.6.1 Why Are Military Flag Ceremonies Important?
Flag ceremonies reinforce: Discipline; Unity; Continuity. They remind personnel that they are part of a

tradition extending beyond their individual service. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

15.6.2 What Makes a Flag Ceremony Professional?
A professional ceremony requires: Proper preparation; Correct procedures; Trained personnel;

Respectful conduct.
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15.6.3 Why Must Flag Protection Continue During Ceremonies?
Ceremonies involve public visibility. Protection ensures: The flag remains secure; The institution is represented

properly; The dignity of the occasion is maintained. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

15.7 ONE47 APPROACH TO PROTOCOL AND PROTECTION
The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System recognizes protocol as a tool for preserving national and military

dignity. The principle is: Respectful procedures protect the meaning carried by every military flag. Through proper
protocol, military flags remain symbols of: (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Honour; Unity; Service; Heritage.

15.8 QUESTIONS ABOUT TRAINING, CIVIC EDUCATION
AND THE FUTURE Training and civic education ensure that Defence Forces flags remain understood,

respected, and properly protected. A successful flag system requires more than official approval. It requires:
Knowledge;

Professional competence; Public awareness; Intergenerational preservation. (National Flag, Emblems and
Names Act, 2027) Q16. Why is military flag education important? Military flag education is important because
symbols require understanding to maintain their meaning. Without education, a flag may become only a visual
object rather than a representation of: History; Service; Sacrifice; National responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems
and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II) Purpose of Education Education ensures that personnel and
citizens understand: What military flags represent; Why they are protected; How they should be treated. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Institutional Benefits A well-educated Defence Forces community develops: Stronger traditions; Greater
discipline;

Improved ceremonial standards.

Q17. Who should learn about Defence Forces flags? Knowledge of Defence Forces flags should extend beyond
a small group of specialists. Education should involve: Defence Forces personnel;

Government institutions; Educational institutions; Citizens. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Defence Forces Personnel Personnel require knowledge of: Flag protocol; Symbolism; Handling procedures;
Institutional traditions.

Government Institutions Officials should understand military flags because they appear during: State
ceremonies; National events; Official occasions.

Citizens Citizens benefit from understanding: National heritage; Defence traditions; The role of military
symbols.

Q18. How can schools participate in flag education? Schools can contribute by introducing students to national
and military heritage. Educational programmes can include: History lessons; Civic education; Symbol
interpretation; Heritage activities. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

School Activities Schools may participate through: Flag ceremonies; Research projects; Cultural exhibitions;

National celebrations.
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Purpose of Early Education Early understanding helps develop future generations that: Respect national
symbols; Appreciate history; Participate responsibly in civic life. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)
Q19. How does protecting military flags preserve national heritage? Protecting military flags preserves the
physical and symbolic memory of national service. A military flag may represent: Important events; Institutional
achievements; Generations of personnel. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

Heritage Preservation When flags are properly protected, society preserves: Historical evidence; Military
traditions;

National memories.

Connection Between Flag and History Every military flag carries a story. Protecting the flag protects the story
behind it.

Q20. What is the future vision of the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System? The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag
System envisions a coordinated, respectful, and nationally connected approach to military symbolism. Its future
vision is based on: Unity; Professional standards; Heritage preservation; Civic understanding. (National Flag,
Emblems and Names Act, 2027) Explanatory Memorandum, 2027) A Unified Symbolic Framework The system
seeks to ensure that: National symbols; Defence Forces flags; Service flags; Unit colours; operate within a clear
and respected framework. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, Cap. 99) (National Flag, Emblems and Names
Act, 2027) Explanatory

Memorandum, 2027) Education-Based Preservation The future of military flags depends on developing
generations who understand their meaning.

Education ensures continuity between: Past traditions; Present service; Future responsibilities.

15.9 THE ONE47 VISION OF MILITARY FLAG
STEWARDSHIP The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System views military flags as shared national heritage.

The flag represents: The personnel who carry it; The institutions that protect it; The citizens it serves. (National
Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

15.9.1 Unity Through Understanding
The 47-segment principle represents the idea that every part of Kenya contributes to national identity. Within

the Defence Forces context, this symbolizes: Equal recognition; Collective service;

Shared responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027)

15.9.2 The Flag as a Living Tradition
Military flags are not only historical objects. They remain active symbols through: Ceremonies;

Training; Public events; Military service.

15.9.3 Responsibility Across Generations
Every generation receives the responsibility to preserve military traditions. The duty is to: Respect inherited

symbols; Maintain professional standards; Pass knowledge forward. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act,
2027)

Defence Forces flags represent the identity, history, and values of military institutions. Their importance
extends beyond ceremonies because they connect: Service members; Institutions; Citizens;
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National heritage. A successful military flag system requires: Clear symbolism; Proper protocol; Effective
protection; Continuous education. The ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System recognizes that symbols become
powerful when they are understood and respected. (National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) FINAL
CHAPTER PRINCIPLE Under the ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System: A flag represents the history of those
who served, the responsibility of those serving today, and the legacy entrusted to future generations. Protecting
military flags protects the memory, honour, and identity of the Defence Forces and the Republic.

(National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027) FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS Defence Forces Flags,
Military Heritage and Ceremonial Practice Governing precedence clarification. For any joint display of official
flag categories, the order prescribed by the National Flag, Emblems and Names Act, 2027 is: National Flag;
Presidential Standard; State Flag; County Flags; Defence Forces Flags; Ceremonial Flag Standard. The Defence
Forces category is fifth, below County Flags and above the Ceremonial Flag Standard. Lists identifying types of
flags, operational participation, service formations, or ceremonial activities are not alternative rankings. Where a
ceremonial description suggests a different sequence, the statutory order governs. Internal ordering among military
ensigns does not change the ranking of the Defence Forces category.
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Unless otherwise specified: Aspect Ratio: 2:3 Construction Grid: 20 × 30 Units All dimensions 
shall be derived from the official master engineering drawings. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

The Ensign shall reproduce only officially approved colours. Acceptable colour systems include: 
Pantone; CMYK; RGB; HEX; CIE Lab. Colour tolerances shall comply with Appendix A. Unauthorised 
substitutions are prohibited. (ISO/CIE 11664-4:2019; ISO 105-J03:2009)

Official  Kenya Defence Forces  Ensigns shall:  be  manufactured only  by Government-certified 
manufacturers;  comply with approved engineering drawings;  use authorised fabrics;  employ approved 
embroidery techniques; undergo Government inspection before acceptance. Manufacturing standards are 
detailed in: Chapters 12-18 of Volume III. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and 
Schedules I-II)

Every Kenya Defence Forces Ensign shall undergo inspection for: dimensional accuracy; colour 
conformity;  stitching  quality;  emblem  positioning;  fabric  integrity;  reinforcement;  finishing.  Only 
compliant  products  shall  receive Government  certification. (National  Flag,  Emblems and Names  
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

The Ensign shall  be:  regularly  inspected;  cleaned using  approved procedures;  protected from 
unnecessary exposure; repaired only by authorised personnel; (National Flag, Emblems and Names  
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

replaced when no longer serviceable.  Damaged Ensigns shall  not be displayed during official 
ceremonies.

A Kenya Defence Forces Ensign shall be respectfully retired when: colours have significantly 
faded; fabric integrity has been compromised; the emblem is damaged; repairs would compromise official 

CHAPTER 16: APPENDICES AND REFERENCE
MATERIALS

Appendix B: Engineering Drawings;

Appendix D: Master CAD Coordinates.

16.1 Colour Standards

16.2 Manufacturing Requirements

16.3 Inspection Standards

16.4 Maintenance

16.5 Retirement
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standards. Retirement shall follow Defence ceremonial procedures prescribed elsewhere in this Manual.  
(National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Every  member  of  the  Kenya  Defence  Forces  should  understand  that  the  Ensign  represents: 
institutional  unity;  constitutional  service;  professional  military  identity;  commitment  to  protecting  all 
forty-seven counties.  Training  institutions  shall  include  instruction  on:  the  symbolism of  the  Ensign; 
authorised uses; ceremonial handling; engineering standards; constitutional significance. (Constitution of 
Kenya, 2010, arts. 10, 238-241) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

The Kenya Defence Forces Ensign is the foremost military flag representing the unified command 
of Kenya's armed forces. It  embodies constitutional authority, operational integration and professional 
military service while affirming the collective responsibility of the Defence Forces to defend every county 
and every citizen of  the  Republic. (Constitution of  Kenya,  2010,  arts.  10,  238-241)  (Kenya Defence 
Forces  Act,  2012)  (National  Flag,  Emblems  and  Names   2027,  ss.  6-9  and  Schedules  I-II) 

 Memorandum, 2027)

Through its  incorporation of  the  ONE47 National  Flag symbolism,  the  Ensign reinforces  the 
enduring  principles  of  unity,  equality  and  constitutional  loyalty.  Its  disciplined  display,  careful 
manufacture and respectful use preserve the honour of the Kenya Defence Forces and visibly demonstrate 
their unwavering commitment to protecting one sovereign Republic under one Constitution. (Constitution 
of Kenya,  2010,  arts.  10,  238-241) (Kenya Defence Forces Act,  2012) (National  Flag,  Emblems and 
Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)  Memorandum, 2027)

Unless otherwise authorised:  Aspect  Ratio:  2:3 Construction Grid:  20 × 30 units  Engineering 
Centre: (15,10) The dimensions of every component shall correspond exactly with the approved technical 
drawings. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Approved Army Ensigns shall  be  manufactured using certified  materials  suitable  for  military 
service. Recommended fabrics include: woven polyester bunting; military-grade nylon; heavy ceremonial 
satin (indoor use);  marine-grade polyester  (where applicable).  Materials  shall  provide:  UV resistance; 
colour stability; tear resistance; weather durability; dimensional stability. (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-
B02:2014) (ISO 139:2005; ISO 13934-1:2013; ISO 13937-2:2000) (National Flag, Emblems and Names 

 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Only  Government-certified  manufacturers  may  produce  the  Army  Ensign.  Production  shall 
comply  with:  authorised  engineering  drawings;  approved  colour  standards;  official  embroidery 
specifications; Government inspection procedures. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 
and Schedules I-II)

Every finished Ensign shall receive technical inspection before acceptance.

16.6 Educational Significance

16.7 Materials

16.8 Manufacturing Standards
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Each Army Ensign shall be inspected for: dimensions; aspect ratio; colour conformity; emblem 
positioning; stitching quality; reinforcement; finishing. Inspection procedures shall comply with Chapters 
Fifteen  and  Eighteen  of  Volume  III. (National  Flag,  Emblems  and  Names   2027,  ss.  6-9  and 
Schedules I-II)

Army units  shall  ensure  that  every  Ensign  remains:  clean;  correctly  folded;  properly  stored;  
protected  from  moisture;  inspected  regularly;  repaired  only  when  authorised.  An  Ensign  displaying 
excessive fading, tearing or distortion shall be withdrawn from service. (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-
B02:2014)

When  an  Army  Ensign  becomes  unserviceable,  it  shall  be  retired  respectfully.  Retirement 
procedures shall ensure that: the flag is no longer publicly displayed; disposal preserves the dignity of the 
symbol; (National  Flag,  Emblems  and  Names   2027,  ss.  6-9  and  Schedules  I-II)   
Memorandum, 2027)

replacement occurs without delay. Records of retirement and replacement should be maintained 
by the responsible unit.

Instruction  concerning  the  Army  Ensign  should  form  part  of:  recruit  training;  officer  cadet 
programmes; command courses; regimental education; civic education activities. Training shall include: 
symbolism; engineering standards; ceremonial handling; constitutional significance; authorised display. 
Understanding the Ensign strengthens institutional pride while reinforcing constitutional professionalism. 
(Constitution  of  Kenya,  2010,  arts.  10,  238-241)  (Kenya  Defence  Forces  Act,  2012)  (National  Flag, 
Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)  Memorandum, 2027)

The Army Ensign represents the land forces of the Republic and symbolises their unwavering 
commitment to defend Kenya's sovereignty, territorial integrity and constitutional order. By incorporating 
the  principles  of  the  ONE47 National  Flag  System,  it  reminds  every  soldier  that  military  service  is 
rendered equally to all forty-seven counties and to every citizen without distinction. Its disciplined display  
during  military  ceremonies,  official  functions  and  authorised  Army  establishments  reflects  the 
professionalism, honour and constitutional loyalty that define the Kenya Army as an integral component  
of the Kenya Defence Forces. (Constitution of Kenya, 2010, arts. 10, 238-241) (Kenya Defence Forces 
Act, 2012) (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)  
Memorandum, 2027)

The next part of this chapter will comprehensively cover: Constitutional roles of the Kenya Navy 
and Kenya Air Force. Purpose and symbolism of the Naval Ensign. Purpose and symbolism of the Air  
Force Ensign. Engineering specifications for both ensigns. Maritime and aviation flag protocols. Display 
aboard ships, naval bases, air bases and aircraft. Ceremonial applications. International operational use.  
Manufacturing, inspection and maintenance standards. (Charter of the United Nations, 1945, arts. 1, 2 and 

INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised KDF/Government protocol prevail.

16.9 Inspection Requirements

16.10 Maintenance

16.11 Retirement of the Ensign

16.12 Educational Importance

Act,

Act,

Act,

Explanatory

Act, Explanatory

Explanatory
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43) (Constitution of Kenya, 2010, arts. 10, 238-241) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) (National Flag,  
Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)  Memorandum, 2027)

Standard specifications include: Aspect Ratio: 2:3 Construction Grid: 20 × 30 Units Engineering 
Centre: (15,10)

Only Government-certified  manufacturers  may produce  official  Navy and Air  Force  Ensigns. 
Production  shall  comply  with:  authorised  colour  standards;  approved  fabrics;  official  embroidery 
specifications; Government inspection procedures. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 
and Schedules I-II)

Both ensigns shall  be inspected regularly for: dimensional accuracy; colour stability; stitching 
integrity;  emblem  positioning;  fabric  condition.  Flags  no  longer  meeting  official  standards  shall  be 
withdrawn from service and respectfully replaced. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 
and Schedules I-II)

Training within the Kenya Navy and Kenya Air Force shall include instruction on: constitutional 
symbolism;

engineering standards; flag etiquette; ceremonial handling; authorised display; relationship with 
the National Flag. This ensures consistent understanding across all ranks. (National Flag, Emblems and 
Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

The Naval Ensign and Air Force Ensign represent the maritime and aerospace services of the  
Kenya  Defence  Forces  while  remaining  firmly  rooted  in  the  constitutional  principles  of  the  ONE47 
National Flag System. Through their authorised designs, engineering precision and disciplined ceremonial  
use, they express the professionalism, operational readiness and constitutional loyalty of the Republic's 
naval and air forces. By incorporating the shared symbolism of the National Flag-including the equal 
representation of all forty-seven counties-these ensigns affirm that every operation at sea and in the air is  
undertaken in defence of one united nation under one Constitution. (Constitution of Kenya, 2010, arts. 10, 
238-241) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and 
Schedules I-II)  Memorandum, 2027)

This  Appendix  establishes  the  official  technical  standards  governing the  design,  construction, 
manufacture, inspection, certification, maintenance, and preservation of Defence Forces flags under the 
ONE47 Defence Forces Flag System. The purpose of these specifications is to ensure that every Defence 
Forces flag maintains the highest standards of: (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and 
Schedules I-II)

16.13 Manufacturing Standards

16.14 Inspection and Maintenance

16.15 Educational Significance

Appendix A: OFFICIAL DEFENCE FORCES FLAG
SPECIFICATIONS

Act,

Act,

Act,

Act,

Act, Explanatory

Act,

Explanatory
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Design accuracy;  Symbolic  integrity;  Manufacturing quality;  Ceremonial  dignity;  Institutional 
consistency.  A military  flag  is  not  merely  a  physical  object.  It  is  a  symbol  of:  The Defence  Forces 
institution;  National  responsibility;  Military  heritage;  The service  and sacrifice  of  personnel.  For  this 
reason, every stage of its creation and management must follow established technical standards. (National 
Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Military  organisations  operate  through  systems  of  discipline,  order,  and  precision.  The  same 
principles must apply to military symbols. Without official specifications, inconsistencies may arise in: 
Flag  proportions;  Colour  reproduction;  Symbol  placement;  Material  quality;  Manufacturing  methods. 
Such inconsistencies can weaken recognition and reduce the dignity associated with military traditions.  
(National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Official Specifications Provide:

1.  Design Accuracy Ensuring that every reproduced flag remains faithful to the approved 
design.

2.  Manufacturing  Consistency  Ensuring  that  different  approved  manufacturers  produce 
identical results.

3.  Symbolic  Protection  Ensuring  that  colours,  emblems,  and  arrangements  retain  their 
intended meaning.

4. Long-Term Preservation Ensuring that military flags remain durable and suitable for future 
generations.

These specifications apply to all official Defence Forces flags and related military colours. They 
cover: Institutional flags; Service branch flags; Command flags; Formation flags; Unit colours; Standards;  
Ceremonial flags;  Special military flags. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss.  6-9 and 
Schedules I-II)

The  specifications  shall  apply  throughout  the  Defence  Forces  structure  to  ensure  uniform 
standards.  They  guide:  Procurement  officers;  Military  custodians;  Ceremonial  units; (National  Flag, 
Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Flag manufacturers; Heritage institutions.

The Defence Forces Flag System shall operate under an authorised technical authority responsible 
for  maintaining  official  standards.  The  authority  shall  serve  as  the  custodian  of:  Approved  designs; 
Technical drawings; Colour standards; Manufacturing specifications; Historical records. (National Flag, 
Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

The technical authority shall perform the following functions:

A. Design Control

Maintain official master designs for all authorised Defence Forces flags. This includes: Digital 
design files; Engineering drawings; Construction instructions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

B. Manufacturing Approval

Approve production standards and ensure that manufacturers follow official requirements.

Act,

Act,

Act,

Act,

Act,

Act,
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C. Quality Assurance

Monitor compliance through: Inspections;

Testing; Certification.

D. Heritage Protection

Maintain records of historical flags and ensure preservation of significant military symbols.

The design and production of Defence Forces flags shall follow four fundamental principles:

Every  military  flag  must  communicate  clearly  the  identity  of  the  institution  it  represents.  A 
properly designed flag should allow recognition of: The organisation; The military tradition; The purpose 
of the formation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Identity Through Design

Identity may be expressed through: Approved colours; Official symbols; Historical references; 
Recognised arrangements.

Military flags represent institutions entrusted with national responsibility. Therefore, their design 
and manufacture must demonstrate respect. Respect is reflected through: Accurate reproduction; (National 
Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Quality materials; Proper finishing; Professional handling.

Military institutions exist across generations. Flag specifications ensure continuity by preserving: 
Historical designs; Institutional traditions; Symbolic meaning. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Connection Between Generations

A military flag connects: Those who established the tradition with Those currently serving and 
Those who will inherit the responsibility.

A Defence Forces flag must reflect the professionalism expected of the institution. Professional  
excellence requires:  Precision; Attention to detail;  Consistent standards. (National Flag,  Emblems and 
Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

The Defence Forces Flag System consists of different categories, each with a specific function.

A.2 FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF MILITARY FLAG
SPECIFICATIONS

A.2.1 Principle of Identity

A.2.2 Principle of Respect

A.2.3 Principle of Continuity

A.2.4 Principle of Professional Excellence

A.3 CLASSIFICATION OF DEFENCE FORCES FLAGS

Act,

Act,

Act,

Act,
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The Defence Forces Institutional Flag represents the military organisation as a unified national 
institution. It symbolises: Collective defence responsibility; Institutional unity; National service. (National 
Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Official Functions

The  flag  may  be  used  during:  Major  Defence  Forces  ceremonies;  National  military  events; 
Official institutional occasions.

Service  Branch  Flags  represent  specialised  military  components.  They  recognise:  Different 
operational roles; Professional traditions; Branch identity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, 
ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Purpose

Service flags allow each branch to preserve its unique heritage while remaining connected to one 
Defence Forces structure.

Command  flags  represent  senior  military  organisations  responsible  for  operational  or 
administrative functions. They communicate:

Authority; Leadership; Organisational identity.

Formation  flags  represent  larger  military  formations.  They  preserve:  Historical  continuity; 
Operational identity; Collective achievements.

Unit  colours represent  individual  military units.  They are among the most  valued symbols in 
military  tradition.  They preserve:  Unit  history;  Achievements;  Honour. (National  Flag,  Emblems and 
Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Standards are ceremonial military flags associated with distinguished formations. They represent: 
Recognition; Honour; Heritage.

Ceremonial flags are produced to enhanced standards for formal occasions.

They may include: Gold fringe; Decorative embroidery; Premium materials.

A Defence Forces flag must successfully combine symbolic meaning with technical precision.

A.3.1 Defence Forces Institutional Flag

A.3.2 Service Branch Flags

A.3.3 Command Flags

A.3.4 Formation Flags

A.3.5 Unit Colours

A.3.6 Standards

A.3.7 Ceremonial Flags

A.4 TECHNICAL PHILOSOPHY OF FLAG PRODUCTION

Act,

Act,

Act,
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A  military  flag  requires  technical  planning  involving:  Dimensions;  Proportions;  Materials; 
Construction methods.

Technical  accuracy  protects  symbolic  meaning.  A  correctly  manufactured  flag  ensures  that: 
Colours  remain  accurate;  Symbols  remain  identifiable;  Traditions  remain  preserved. (National  Flag, 
Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Military flags may become historical artefacts. Therefore, production standards must consider: 
Durability; Preservation; Future reference.

The Official  Defence Forces Flag Specifications provide the foundation for  a disciplined and 
consistent military flag system. They ensure that all Defence Forces flags remain: Technically accurate;  
Symbolically meaningful; Professionally produced; Properly preserved. The governing principle is: The 
precision applied in creating a military flag reflects the respect given to the institution, personnel, and 
nation  it  represents. (National  Flag,  Emblems  and  Names   2027,  ss.  6-9  and  Schedules  I-II)  

 Memorandum, 2027)

Systems, Construction Grid and Technical Geometry (Pages 4-6 of 16).

Official  dimensions  ensure  that  all  Defence  Forces  flags  maintain  consistent  proportions 
regardless of size. A military flag must preserve:

Correct visual balance; Symbol placement accuracy; Manufacturing consistency. The same design 
principles shall apply whether a flag is produced for: Large ceremonial parades; Headquarters display; 
Indoor presentation; Operational identification. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 
and Schedules I-II)

All  Defence Forces  flags  shall  use an approved proportional  relationship between height  and 
width. The recommended standard ratio is: Height : Width 2:3 Where: Height = 2 units; Width = 3 units.  
(National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Example Calculation

If: Flag Height (H) = 100 cm Then: Flag Width = 150 cm Therefore: 100 cm × 1.5 = 150 cm

For technical construction, the flag height shall be designated as:

H = Flag Height

A.4.1 The Flag as an Engineered Object

A.4.2 The Flag as a Symbolic Object

A.4.3 The Flag as a Heritage Object

A.5 OFFICIAL FLAG DIMENSIONS AND PROPORTION STANDARDS

A.5.1 Purpose of Dimension Standards

A.5.2 Standard Flag Proportion

A.5.3 Base Measurement Unit System

Act,

Act,

Act,

Act,

Explanatory
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All measurements shall be derived from this base unit. This ensures that: Small flags; Medium 
flags; Parade flags; maintain identical proportions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 
and Schedules I-II)

Example

If: H = 20 technical units Then: Width = 30 technical units The entire flag is therefore constructed 
on a: 20 × 30 Grid System

The  grid  system  provides  a  precise  method  for  positioning:  Symbols;  Emblems;  Colour 
boundaries; Decorative elements.

Vertical Measurement

The height is divided into: 20 equal units Therefore: 1 unit = H ÷ 20

Horizontal Measurement

The width is divided into: 30 equal units Therefore: 1 unit = W ÷ 30

The grid system provides: Accuracy Every manufacturer follows the same construction method.

Reproducibility

Flags can be recreated accurately without relying only on visual interpretation.

Quality Control

Inspectors can verify: Dimensions; Placement; Proportions.

Defence Forces flags shall be produced according to approved usage categories.

Parade and Ceremonial Flags These are the largest and most formal military flags. They are used 
for:

Military parades; State ceremonies; Memorial occasions; Formal presentations.

Characteristics

Ceremonial flags shall include: Premium fabric; Reinforced construction; High-quality finishing; 
Enhanced presentation features.

Recommended Features

May include: Gold fringe; Decorative cords; Embroidered symbols; Ceremonial pole fittings.

Institutional Display Flags These flags are designed for: Military headquarters; Offices; Official 
buildings; Meeting spaces.

A.5.4 Technical Grid Construction

A.5.5 Advantages of the Grid System

A.6 STANDARD FLAG SIZE CATEGORIES

A.6.1 Category I

A.6.2 Category II

Act,
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Characteristics

They require: Accurate reproduction; Durable materials; Suitable finishing.

Purpose

They provide continuous institutional representation.

Operational Military Flags Operational flags are designed for practical use. They may be used in: 
Field environments; Temporary military locations; Operational identification. (National Flag, Emblems 
and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Characteristics

They require: Strong materials; Weather resistance; Practical construction.

Miniature  and  Presentation  Flags  These  include:  Desk  flags;  Presentation  flags;  Educational 
display flags.

Purpose

They are used for: Offices; Meetings; Training; Public education.

Manufacturing requires acceptable tolerance limits. Small variations may occur due to: Fabric 
characteristics; Sewing processes; Finishing methods. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 
6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Manufacturers shall maintain the closest possible accuracy. Recommended tolerance: ±2% from 
approved dimensions.

Symbols and emblems must maintain approved positions. Minor manufacturing adjustments shall 
not affect: Recognition; Balance; Meaning.

A flag may be rejected where there is: Incorrect proportion; Major colour deviation; Incorrect 
symbol placement; Poor construction quality.

Military flag designs depend on accurate geometry. Incorrect geometry can affect: Visual balance; 
Symbol recognition; Professional appearance. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and 
Schedules I-II)

A.6.3 Category III

A.6.4 Category IV

A.7 FLAG DIMENSION TOLERANCES

A.7.1 Permitted Tolerance

A.7.2 Symbol Placement Tolerance

A.7.3 Quality Rejection Conditions

A.8 CONSTRUCTION GEOMETRY OF MILITARY FLAGS

A.8.1 Importance of Geometry

Act,

Act,

Act,
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Official emblems shall be positioned according to approved drawings. Placement shall consider:  
Centre alignment; Optical balance; Relationship with other elements. (National Flag, Emblems and Names 

 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Some  military  flags  may  use  symmetrical  arrangements.  Others  may  contain:  Directional 
symbols;  Historical  emblems;  Institutional  marks.  In  all  cases,  approved  construction  drawings  shall 
determine placement. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Every military flag shall have clearly defined orientation.

Technical documents shall identify: Hoist The side attached to the flagpole. Fly The free edge 
extending away from the pole.

Manufacturers  must  ensure:  Symbols  face  correctly;  Text  is  correctly  positioned;  Directional 
elements follow approved standards.

The connection between flag and pole is essential for safe and dignified display.

The hoist area shall include: Reinforced stitching; Secure attachment points; Durable finishing.

Approved attachment methods may include:

Pole sleeves; Ropes; Clips; Reinforced loops.

Ceremonial flags may require: Decorative poles; Finials; Tassels; Protective covers.

All Defence Forces flags shall maintain:

Specification Standard

Primary Ratio 2:3

Construction Basis H = Height

Grid System 20 × 30 units

Height Units 20

Width Units 30

A.8.2 Emblem Placement Principles

A.8.3 Symmetrical and Asymmetrical Designs

A.9 FLAG ORIENTATION STANDARDS

A.9.1 Hoist and Fly Identification

A.9.2 Correct Orientation

A.10 FLAGPOLE AND ATTACHMENT REQUIREMENTS

A.10.1 Hoist Construction

A.10.2 Pole Sleeve and Fasteners

A.10.3 Ceremonial Pole Requirements

Act,

Act,
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Manufacturing Tolerance ±2%

Symbol Placement Approved technical drawings

The dimension and proportion standards establish the technical foundation required for accurate 
military flag production. Through:

Standard  ratios;  Grid  construction;  Defined  size  categories;  Quality  tolerances;  the  Defence 
Forces ensure that every flag maintains consistency, dignity, and authenticity. (National Flag, Emblems 
and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Management and Manufacturing Requirements (Pages 7-9 of 16).

The selection of materials used in Defence Forces flags is essential to maintaining: Durability; 
Visual quality; Ceremonial dignity; Long-term preservation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

A military flag must withstand repeated handling while maintaining its appearance and structural 
integrity.

Materials  used  for  Defence  Forces  flags  shall  meet  the  following  requirements:  High tensile  
strength; Resistance to tearing; Colour stability; Weather resistance; Appropriate weight and movement 
characteristics. (ISO 139:2005;  ISO 13934-1:2013;  ISO 13937-2:2000)  (National  Flag,  Emblems and 
Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Different applications require different fabric specifications.

Category I: Ceremonial Flag Fabrics

Used  for:  Military  parades;  State  ceremonies;  Honour  occasions.  Required  characteristics: 
Premium  appearance;  Smooth  finish;  Excellent  colour  reproduction;  Enhanced  durability.  Suitable 
materials may include: High-quality ceremonial polyester; Premium woven fabrics; Approved military-
grade textiles. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Category II: Institutional Display Fabrics

Used  for:  Headquarters;  Offices;  Indoor  displays.  Requirements:  Professional  appearance; 
Resistance to fading; Clean finishing.

Category III: Operational Fabrics

Used in: Outdoor environments; Field conditions; Temporary military locations. Requirements: 
Increased strength;  Weather  resistance;  Easy maintenance. (National  Flag,  Emblems and Names  
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

A.12 MATERIAL AND FABRIC SPECIFICATIONS

A.12.1 Purpose of Material Standards

A.12.2 Approved Fabric Requirements

A.12.3 Fabric Categories According to Use

Act,

Act,

Act,

Act,

Act,
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The weight of the fabric must correspond with intended use.

Lightweight Fabrics

Advantages: Better movement in light wind; Suitable for indoor use.

Medium-Weight Fabrics

Advantages: Balanced appearance; Suitable for general ceremonial use.

Heavy-Duty Fabrics

Advantages: Increased durability; Suitable for demanding environments.

Every Defence Forces flag shall be manufactured using methods that ensure: Structural strength; 
Clean appearance; Long operational life.

The  outer  edges  of  military  flags  shall  be  reinforced  to  prevent:  Fraying;  Tearing;  Fabric 
deterioration.

Reinforced Edges Include: Double stitching; Hemmed borders; Strengthened corners.

The hoist side receives the greatest mechanical stress. Therefore, it shall include: Additional fabric 
layers; Reinforced stitching; Strong attachment points. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 
6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Corners  shall  receive  additional  protection  because  they  experience:  Pulling forces;  Repeated 
handling; Contact with attachments.

The quality of stitching directly affects: Flag lifespan; Appearance; Reliability.

Recommended  methods  include:  Double-needle  stitching;  Reinforced  seams;  Secure  edge 
finishing.

Seams must:

Remain straight; Maintain tension; Prevent fabric distortion.

A.12.4 Fabric Weight Considerations

A.13 FLAG CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS

A.13.1 General Construction Principles

A.13.2 Edge Reinforcement

A.13.3 Hoist Reinforcement

A.13.4 Corner Reinforcement

A.14 STITCHING AND SEAM REQUIREMENTS

A.14.1 Importance of Stitch Quality

A.14.2 Approved Stitching Methods

A.14.3 Seam Standards

Act,
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Where  military  symbols  are  embroidered,  embroidery  shall  maintain:  Accurate  shapes;  Clear 
details; Secure attachment.

Embroidery Requirements

Embroidery must: Match approved artwork; Maintain colour accuracy; Resist repeated handling.

Colours are among the most recognisable elements of military flags. Incorrect colours may affect:  
Institutional identity; Historical accuracy; Public recognition. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

All Defence Forces flags shall use approved colour references. These may include: Digital colour 
codes;

Printed colour standards; Physical fabric samples.

Colours  must  remain consistent  across:  Printed flags;  Sewn flags;  Embroidered flags;  Digital 
representations.

Before approval, samples shall be examined for: Accuracy; Brightness; Durability; Resistance to 
fading.

Printed flags shall ensure: Clear imagery; Sharp boundaries; Uniform colour application.

Where  designs  require  stitched  elements,  production  shall  ensure:  Correct  alignment;  Strong 
attachment;

Professional finishing.

Embroidered flags are especially suitable for: Unit colours; Standards; Presentation flags. They 
provide: Enhanced durability; Traditional appearance; Ceremonial prestige. (National Flag, Emblems and 
Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

A.14.4 Embroidery Construction

A.15 COLOUR MANAGEMENT STANDARDS

A.15.1 Importance of Colour Accuracy

A.15.2 Official Colour References

A.15.3 Colour Consistency Across Production Methods

A.15.4 Colour Testing

A.16 PRINTING AND EMBROIDERY METHODS

A.16.1 Printed Flags

A.16.2 Sewn and Appliqué Flags

A.16.3 Embroidered Military Colours

Act,
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Fringe is a traditional ceremonial feature that enhances the dignity of formal military flags.

Where authorised, ceremonial military flags may include gold fringe. Gold represents: Honour; 
Excellence; Achievement; Formal distinction.

Fringe shall be: Uniform in length; Securely attached;

Consistent with approved design standards.

Additional  ceremonial  features  may  include:  Tassels;  Cords;  Decorative  pole  fittings.  Such 
elements must not compromise the official design. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 
and Schedules I-II)

Production  shall  follow  controlled  procedures  from:  Material  selection;  Cutting;  Assembly; 
Finishing; Inspection.

Approved manufacturers shall ensure: Use of authorised designs; Compliance with specifications; 
Quality documentation.

The following shall not be permitted: Unauthorised redesigns; Incorrect colours;

Altered proportions; Inferior materials.

Each officially produced military flag should have production records containing: Manufacturer; 
Date produced; Design reference; Quality approval record. (National Flag,  Emblems and Names  
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

PRACTICE MANUAL

Military  symbols  and  emblems  are  central  elements  of  Defence  Forces  identity.  They 
communicate: Institutional history; Operational purpose; Military values; National responsibility. Because 

A.17 FRINGE AND CEREMONIAL FINISHING REQUIREMENTS

A.17.1 Purpose of Fringe

A.17.2 Gold Fringe Standard

A.17.3 Fringe Specifications

A.17.4 Decorative Elements

A.18 MANUFACTURING QUALITY REQUIREMENTS

A.18.1 Approved Manufacturing Process

A.18.2 Manufacturer Responsibilities

A.18.3 Prohibited Manufacturing Practices

A.19 MANUFACTURING IDENTIFICATION

A.20 SYMBOL AND EMBLEM SPECIFICATIONS

A.20.1 Purpose of Symbol Standards

Act,
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of  their  importance,  all  symbols  appearing  on  Defence  Forces  flags  must  follow officially  approved 
specifications. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)  
Memorandum, 2027)

Only officially authorised symbols may appear on Defence Forces flags. Approval shall ensure 
that: Historical meaning is preserved; Institutional identity is protected; Unauthorised modifications are 
prevented. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)  
Memorandum, 2027)

Military  symbols  shall  maintain:  Correct  proportions;  Accurate  colours;  Original  orientation; 
Approved placement.

Prohibited Alterations Include: Changing colours; Distorting shapes; Adding unofficial elements; 
Removing symbolic components.

All military emblems shall be reproduced using approved technical references. These references 
shall  include:  Vector  artwork;  Construction  drawings;  Colour  specifications;  Placement  instructions. 
(National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Where embroidery is used, special  attention shall  be given to:  Thread colour accuracy; Stitch 
density; Detail preservation.

Embroidery Quality Requirements

Embroidered emblems shall: Remain clearly identifiable; Maintain correct proportions; Withstand 
repeated ceremonial use.

Printed applications shall ensure: Sharp edges; Uniform colour; Long-term visibility.

Where ceremonial standards include raised or textured elements, these shall: Follow approved 
designs; Maintain durability; Avoid excessive alteration. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, 
ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

A.20.2 Approved Symbol Authority

A.20.3 Symbol Integrity Requirements

A.21 EMBLEM CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS

A.21.1 Technical Reproduction

A.21.2 Embroidered Emblems

A.21.3 Printed Emblems

A.21.4 Three­Dimensional and Raised Elements

Act,

Act,

Act,

Act,

Explanatory

Explanatory
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The location of symbols affects the balance and recognition of a military flag. Incorrect placement 
can reduce: Visual harmony; Symbolic meaning; Professional appearance. (National Flag, Emblems and 
Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Where a symbol is positioned centrally, it  shall align with: Horizontal centre; Vertical centre;  
Approved construction grid.

Some military flags may contain offset symbols due to:

Historical design; Directional elements; Functional requirements. Such arrangements must follow 
approved technical drawings.

Technical  placement  must  consider  visual  perception.  A  symbol  may  require  slight  optical 
adjustment where necessary to maintain balanced appearance. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Quality assurance ensures that every Defence Forces flag meets approved standards before official 
use.

The process shall include: Stage 1 - Design Verification Confirming: Approved artwork; Correct 
specifications; Authorised modifications.

Stage  2  -  Production  Monitoring  Checking:  Materials;  Construction  methods;  Manufacturing 
accuracy.

Stage 3 - Final Inspection Assessing: Finished appearance; Technical compliance; Durability.

Each  approved  production  batch  should  maintain  records  including:  Inspection  reports; 
Manufacturing details; Approval certificates.

Regular inspection ensures that Defence Forces flags remain suitable for official use.

A.22 SYMBOL PLACEMENT STANDARDS

A.22.1 Importance of Placement

A.22.2 Centre Alignment

A.22.3 Offset Symbols

A.22.4 Optical Balance

A.23 QUALITY ASSURANCE SYSTEM

A.23.1 Purpose of Quality Assurance

A.23.2 Quality Assurance Stages

A.23.3 Quality Control Documentation

A.24 MILITARY FLAG INSPECTION PROCEDURES

A.24.1 Purpose of Inspection

Act,

Act,
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Inspections  shall  examine:  Physical  Condition  Including:  Fabric  condition;  Stitching;  Tears; 
Wear.

Visual Accuracy

Including: Colours;

Symbols; Proportions.

Functional Condition

Including: Attachment points; Hoist strength; Display readiness.

Inspection  schedules  shall  depend  on:  Frequency  of  use;  Environmental  exposure;  Historical 
importance.

Suggested Inspection Periods: Frequently Used Ceremonial Flags Regular inspection before major 
events.

Institutional Display Flags

Periodic scheduled inspection.

Historical Flags

Controlled conservation inspection.

A Defence Forces flag shall only be accepted when it meets all required standards.

The flag must demonstrate:

 Correct dimensions
 Approved colours
 Accurate symbols
 Quality construction
 Proper finishing

A  flag  may  be  rejected  where  it  contains:  Incorrect  design;  Major  manufacturing  defects; 
Significant colour deviation; Structural weakness.

Certification confirms that a military flag is officially approved and suitable for service.

A.24.2 Inspection Categories

A.24.3 Inspection Frequency

A.25 FLAG ACCEPTANCE CRITERIA

A.25.1 Acceptance Requirements

A.25.2 Rejection Conditions

A.26 CERTIFICATION OF OFFICIAL MILITARY FLAGS

A.26.1 Purpose of Certification
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Each  certified  flag  should  have  documentation  containing:  Flag  category;  Design  reference; 
Manufacturer; Production date; Inspection approval. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 
6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Where appropriate, official flags may include discreet identification records to support:

Accountability; Inventory management; Historical tracking.

Military flags must not be altered without formal approval.

Changes  may  only  occur  where  required  due  to:  Institutional  restructuring;  Official  policy 
decisions; Historical preservation.

When  modifications  occur,  previous  designs  shall  be  documented  and  preserved  where 
historically significant.

Defence Forces  flags  represent  institutional  history and national  heritage.  Proper  preservation 
ensures that flags remain: Available for future generations; Protected from deterioration; Maintained as 
authentic historical records. Preservation applies to: Active service flags; Retired flags; Historic colours;  
Ceremonial standards. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Military  flags  shall  be  stored  in  conditions  that  protect  against:  Excessive  moisture;  Direct 
sunlight; Dust accumulation; Biological damage; Physical stress. (ISO 105-B01:2014; ISO 105-B02:2014)

Recommended Storage Conditions

Storage areas should maintain: Clean environment; Controlled humidity; Adequate ventilation; 
Protection from contaminants.

Flags  shall  be  folded according to  approved procedures.  Correct  folding prevents:  Permanent 
creasing; Fabric damage; Symbol distortion.

Storage Methods

Approved storage may include: Flat archival storage; Protective cases; Dedicated flag cabinets.

A.26.2 Certification Record

A.26.3 Identification Marking

A.27 CONTROL OF FLAG MODIFICATIONS

A.27.1 Protection Against Unauthorised Changes

A.27.2 Approved Modifications

A.27.3 Maintaining Historical Accuracy

A.28 STORAGE AND PRESERVATION STANDARDS

A.28.1 Purpose of Flag Preservation

A.28.2 Storage Environment Requirements

A.28.3 Folding and Storage Procedures

Act,

Act,
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Personnel  handling  military  flags  shall  ensure:  Clean  hands;  Proper  support;  Avoidance  of 
unnecessary contact.

Prohibited Handling Practices

Personnel shall not: Drag flags on the ground; Place objects on flags; Store flags while wet or 
contaminated.

Regular maintenance shall include: Cleaning; Inspection; Minor repairs; Condition recording.

Cleaning methods shall consider: Fabric type; Embroidery; Decorative elements.

Cleaning Principles

Cleaning must avoid: Colour damage;

Fabric weakening; Symbol deterioration.

Repairs  shall  maintain the original  design.  Repairs  must  not:  Alter  symbols;  Change colours; 
Reduce historical authenticity.

A flag should be considered for replacement when it demonstrates: Severe fabric damage; Faded 
colours; Structural failure; Loss of ceremonial dignity. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 
6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Retirement ensures that worn or obsolete military flags are treated with appropriate respect. A 
military flag should not simply be discarded as ordinary material. (National Flag, Emblems and Names 

 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

A flag may be retired due to: Physical deterioration; Organisational changes; Replacement by 
updated designs; Historical preservation decisions. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 
and Schedules I-II)

A.28.4 Handling Requirements

A.29 CARE AND MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS

A.29.1 Routine Maintenance

A.29.2 Cleaning Standards

A.29.3 Repair Standards

A.29.4 Replacement Assessment

A.30 RETIREMENT AND DISPOSAL OF MILITARY FLAGS

A.30.1 Purpose of Retirement Procedures

A.30.2 Reasons for Retirement

Act,

Act,

Act,
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Where appropriate, retirement may occur through a formal ceremony recognising: The service 
represented by the flag; The history associated with it; The transition to a replacement. (National Flag, 
Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Before  retirement,  authorities  should  determine  whether  the  flag  has  historical  significance. 
Historic flags may be: Archived; Displayed in museums; Preserved as heritage objects. (National Flag, 
Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Replacement flags shall only be obtained through approved channels. Procurement shall confirm: 
Correct design; Approved manufacturer; Required quality standards. (National Flag, Emblems and Names 

 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Replacement flags must match the approved original specifications. This includes: Dimensions; 
Colours; Symbols;

Construction methods.

Military institutions should maintain records of: Flags in service; Storage locations; Issue dates; 
Replacement history.

The  Defence  Forces  Flag  System  requires  that  every  official  military  flag  comply  with  the 
following principles:

Every flag must have:

 Approved design
 Correct symbolism
 Accurate proportions
 Official colour specifications

Every flag must have:

 Suitable materials
 Reinforced stitching
 Durable finishing
 Professional craftsmanship

Every flag must be:

 Properly mounted
 Correctly oriented
 Respectfully handled

A.30.3 Retirement Ceremony

A.30.4 Preservation Before Retirement

A.31 PROCUREMENT AND REPLACEMENT STANDARDS

A.31.1 Controlled Procurement

A.31.2 Replacement Matching

A.31.3 Inventory Management

Act,

Act,

Act,
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Every flag must receive:

 Proper storage
 Regular inspection
 Appropriate maintenance
 Historical protection

Category Requirement

Design Authority Official approved design

Flag Ratio 2:3 standard proportion

Construction System 20 × 30 technical grid

Materials Approved military-grade fabrics

Colours Official colour references

Symbols Approved emblem standards

Stitching Reinforced professional construction

Inspection Quality assurance approval

Storage Protected archival conditions

Retirement Respectful disposal or preservation

The technical quality of a Defence Forces flag reflects the discipline and professionalism of the 
institution it represents. A properly designed and manufactured flag: (National Flag, Emblems and Names 

 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Preserves history; Communicates identity; Demonstrates respect; Strengthens military tradition.

FINAL STATEMENT

A Defence Forces flag is created with precision, carried with honour, protected with discipline, 
and preserved as a legacy for future generations. The official specifications contained in this Appendix 
ensure  that  every  military  flag  remains  a  worthy  symbol  of  national  service,  institutional  pride,  and 
collective responsibility. (National  Flag,  Emblems and Names  2027,  ss.  6-9 and Schedules I-II) 

 Memorandum, 2027)

END OF APPENDIX A

OFFICIAL DEFENCE FORCES FLAG SPECIFICATIONS

TECHNICAL  CONSTRUCTION,  GEOMETRY  AND  MANUFACTURING  REFERENCE 
MANUAL

A.33 MASTER SPECIFICATION CHECKLIST

A.34 APPENDIX A FINAL PRINCIPLE

Act,

Act,

Explanatory
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This  Appendix  establishes  the  official  engineering  drawing  standards  used  for  the  design, 
construction, reproduction, and quality control of Defence Forces flags under the ONE47 Defence Forces 
Flag  System.  Engineering  drawings  provide  the  technical  foundation  required  to  transform approved 
symbolic designs into accurate physical flags. They define: Exact dimensions; Proportional relationships; 
Symbol placement; Material boundaries; Construction requirements. (National Flag, Emblems and Names 

 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)  Memorandum, 2027)

A  military  flag  carries  institutional  and  historical  meaning.  Therefore,  its  production  cannot 
depend only on artistic interpretation. Engineering drawings ensure that every authorised flag remains 
consistent  regardless  of:  Manufacturer;  Production  location;  Manufacturing  method;  Production  date. 
(National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Engineering Drawings Protect: Accuracy Ensuring the design is reproduced exactly.

Authenticity

Ensuring historical and institutional meaning is preserved.

Consistency

Ensuring all approved flags maintain identical standards.

Longevity

Ensuring future reproductions remain faithful.

The engineering drawings contained within this appendix apply to: Defence Forces institutional 
flags;  Service  branch  flags;  Command  flags;  Formation  flags;  Unit  colours;  Military  standards; 
Ceremonial flags. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

These drawings are intended for: Approved flag manufacturers; Military procurement authorities; 
Technical inspectors;

Ceremonial units; Heritage institutions.

Military flag development follows a controlled process: Stage 1 Symbolic concept development ↓ 
Stage 2 Official design approval ↓ Stage 3 Engineering drawing preparation ↓ Stage 4 Manufacturing ↓ 
Stage 5 Inspection and certification (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules 
I-II)

B.1 PURPOSE AND APPLICATION

B.1.1 Purpose of Engineering Drawings

B.1.2 Importance of Technical Drawings

B.1.3 Scope of Application

B.1.4 Users of Engineering Drawings

B.2 ROLE OF ENGINEERING DRAWINGS IN MILITARY FLAG
PRODUCTION

B.2.1 From Concept to Physical Flag

Act,

Act,

Act,

Act, Explanatory
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The engineering drawing serves  as  the  final  technical  reference.  Manufacturers  shall  not  rely 
solely on: Illustrations;  Photographs; Previous examples.  Only approved engineering drawings define: 
(National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Dimensions; Geometry; Placement.

Engineering drawings shall provide: Clear measurements; Defined reference points; Construction 
coordinates; Approved tolerances.

Military flag engineering drawings shall use recognised technical drafting principles. Drawings 
shall include: Title; Drawing number; Revision date; Scale; Dimensions; Notes. (National Flag, Emblems 
and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Each drawing shall receive a unique reference code. Example: DF-01-001 Where:

DF = Defence Forces

01 = Flag category 001 = Drawing sequence number

All  modifications  shall  be  recorded  through:  Revision  numbers;  Approval  dates;  Change 
descriptions.

Revision  Example:  Revision  1.0  Original  approved  drawing  Revision  1.1  Minor  technical 
correction Revision 2.0 Major approved redesign

Engineering drawings shall be used together with: Official flag specifications; Colour standards; 
Manufacturing manuals; Protocol manuals.

The technical system operates as follows: Design Document Defines meaning and symbolism. ↓

Engineering Drawing

Defines  physical  construction.  ↓  Manufacturing  Specification  Defines  production  methods.  ↓ 
Inspection Checklist Confirms compliance.

B.2.2 Engineering Drawing as the Technical Authority

B.2.3 Accuracy Requirements

B.3 TECHNICAL DRAWING STANDARDS

B.3.1 Drawing Format

B.3.2 Drawing Identification System

B.3.3 Drawing Revision Control

B.4 APPROVED REFERENCE DOCUMENTS

B.4.1 Relationship Between Documents

Act,

Act,
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Design  control  prevents:  Unauthorised  alterations;  Inconsistent  production;  Loss  of  historical 
accuracy.

A  master  file  shall  contain:  Original  drawing;  Digital  formats;  Construction  notes;  Colour 
references.

Master  drawings  shall  be  protected  through:  Controlled  access;  Secure  storage;  Authorised 
distribution.

Previous  versions  shall  be  preserved  where  they  hold:  Historical  significance;  Institutional 
importance; Heritage value.

FLAG CONSTRUCTION GEOMETRY AND MEASUREMENT SYSTEMS

A military flag must maintain its intended appearance regardless of its physical size. Whether  
produced as: A large parade colour; A headquarters flag; A ceremonial presentation flag; A miniature 
display flag;  the relationship between all  elements must  remain unchanged.  The engineering drawing 
system therefore begins with a controlled proportional framework. (National Flag, Emblems and Names 

 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

All  Defence  Forces  flags  shall  be  constructed  according  to  an  approved  height-to-width 
relationship. The standard proportion is: HEIGHT : WIDTH 2:3 Where: Height represents the vertical  
dimension; Width represents the horizontal dimension. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, 
ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Example: A flag measuring: Height = 2 metres shall have: Width = 3 metres

All  military  flag  engineering  drawings  shall  use  the  flag  height  as  the  primary  reference 
measurement.  The  symbol:  H  shall  represent:  Total  Flag  Height  All  other  measurements  shall  be 
calculated from H. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Example: If: H = 200 cm Then: Width = 300 cm

B.5 DESIGN CONTROL AND VERSION MANAGEMENT

B.5.1 Purpose of Design Control

B.5.2 Master Engineering File

B.5.3 Protection of Master Designs

B.5.4 Historical Record Management

B.6 STANDARD FLAG PROPORTION SYSTEM

B.6.1 Purpose of Proportional Control

B.6.2 Standard Flag Ratio

B.6.3 Base Measurement Principle

Act,

Act,

Act,
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Using  one  primary  measurement  ensures:  Scaling  accuracy;  Reproducibility;  Manufacturing 
consistency.  A  manufacturer  can  produce  any  approved  size  while  maintaining  the  exact  design 
relationship. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

For engineering purposes, the flag height shall be divided into equal units. The standard military 
construction system uses: 20 Vertical Units Therefore: (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 
6-9 and Schedules I-II)

1 Unit = H ÷ 20

Example: If: H = 100 cm Then: 1 unit = 100 ÷ 20 = 5 cm

The width shall correspond to: 30 Horizontal Units Therefore: Width = 30 Units

The complete engineering grid becomes: 20 Units High × 30 Units Wide

The grid provides: Precise Placement Symbols and elements can be positioned mathematically.

Manufacturing Accuracy

Different manufacturers can reproduce identical results.

Inspection Capability

Technical inspectors can verify compliance.

The construction grid functions as the technical foundation for: Flag layout; Symbol positioning; 
Colour divisions; Decorative elements.

The engineering drawing shall identify: Top edge; Bottom edge; Hoist edge; Fly edge; Centre 
axis.

Reference Axes

Vertical Axis Divides the flag height. Horizontal Axis Divides the flag width.

The centre point is determined by: Width ÷ 2 and Height ÷ 2

Example: 30-unit width: Centre = 15 units 20-unit height: Centre = 10 units

B.6.4 Importance of a Single Reference Measurement

B.7 HEIGHT­BASED MEASUREMENT SYSTEM

B.7.1 Technical Unit System

B.7.2 Horizontal Construction Units

B.7.3 Advantages of the 20 × 30 Grid

B.8 CONSTRUCTION GRID METHODOLOGY

B.8.1 Purpose of the Grid

B.8.2 Grid Reference Points

B.8.3 Centre Point Identification

Act,

Act,
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The centre coordinate becomes: (15,10)

All major design elements shall be defined using coordinates. Example:

Element Position

Symbol centre (15,10)

Top boundary Y=0

Bottom boundary Y = 20

Hoist edge X=0

Fly edge X = 30

Military  symbols  require  precise  placement  because  they  represent:  Authority;  Heritage; 
Institutional identity.

Each emblem shall have an approved technical boundary. The drawing shall define: Maximum 
width; Maximum height; Centre location.

Although engineering drawings use mathematical measurements, final placement must consider 
visual  balance.  A  symbol  may  require  minor  optical  adjustment  where  necessary. (National  Flag, 
Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Optical Adjustment Principles

Adjustments must: Improve appearance; Preserve approved geometry; Remain documented.

Where  symbols  contain:  Animals;  Weapons;  Movement  indicators;  Directional  features; 
orientation must follow approved standards.

Military flag emblems may consist of:

Circles; Shields; Stars; Lines; Text elements; Symbolic forms.

Where circular elements are used: The drawing shall define: Centre point; Radius; Thickness; 
Relationship to other elements.

B.8.4 Construction Coordinates

B.9 SYMBOL PLACEMENT GEOMETRY

B.9.1 Importance of Symbol Geometry

B.9.2 Symbol Bounding Box

B.9.3 Optical Balance

B.9.4 Directional Symbols

B.10 GEOMETRIC CONSTRUCTION OF MILITARY EMBLEMS

B.10.1 Basic Geometric Elements

B.10.2 Circle Construction

Act,
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Where  shield  forms  are  used:  The  drawing  shall  define:  Width;  Height;  Curvature;  Internal 
divisions.

Where text appears: Engineering drawings shall specify: Typeface; Size;

Alignment; Position. Text shall never be recreated through approximation.

Each engineering drawing shall contain:

1. Overall Dimensions Showing: Height; Width; Ratio.

2. Construction Grid Showing: Measurement units; Reference points.

3. Symbol Placement Showing: Exact location; Scale; Orientation.

4. Colour Boundaries Showing: Divisions; Transitions; Required measurements.

5.  Manufacturing  Notes  Including:  Fabric  requirements;  Stitching  instructions;  Special 
finishing.

Engineering drawings  shall  use  standard  annotations.  These  include:  Dimension  lines;  Centre 
marks; Reference numbers; Construction notes.

Drawings may be produced at: Full scale; Reduced scale; Enlarged technical detail scale.

Where required, separate detail drawings shall show: Emblem construction; Stitching; Attachment 
methods; Decorative elements.

Engineering drawings translate approved military flag concepts into precise technical instructions 
for  production.  They  provide  manufacturers  and  military  authorities  with  a  common  reference  for: 
Dimensions; Proportions; Symbol placement; Colour arrangement; Construction details. (National Flag, 
Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

The Defence Forces engineering drawing system shall include: Institutional Defence Forces Flags; 
Service Branch Flags; Command Flags; Formation Flags; Unit Colours; Military Standards; Ceremonial 
Flags. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

B.10.3 Shield Construction

B.10.4 Text and Inscription Placement

B.11 FLAG LAYOUT DRAWING REQUIREMENTS

B.12 TECHNICAL DRAWING ANNOTATION SYSTEM

B.12.1 Drawing Scales

B.12.2 Detail Drawings

B.13 PURPOSE OF DEFENCE FORCES FLAG ENGINEERING DRAWINGS

B.13.2 Drawing Categories

Act,

Act,
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The Institutional Defence Forces Flag represents the unified identity of the Defence Forces as a 
national institution. The engineering drawing shall define: Overall flag dimensions; Primary colour fields; 
Central  emblem arrangement;  Supporting design elements. (National  Flag,  Emblems and Names  
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

The technical drawing shall include: General View Showing the complete flag appearance.

Dimension View

Showing: Height; Width; Ratio; Major divisions.

Construction View

Showing: Grid; Coordinates; Symbol boundaries.

Detail View

Showing: Emblem construction; Fine elements; Stitching requirements.

The engineering drawing shall specify:

Element Requirement

Flag Ratio 2:3

Element Requirement

Construction Grid 20 × 30 units

Symbol Reference Approved master artwork

Colour Reference Official colour standard

Fabric Type Approved specification

Finishing Ceremonial or standard

Service branch flags represent specialised components of the Defence Forces. Each branch flag 
requires its own approved technical drawing while maintaining connection to the national military flag 
system. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Every  service  branch  flag  drawing  shall  define:  Flag  dimensions;  Branch  emblem;  Colour 
arrangement; Symbol location; Manufacturing notes.

B.14 INSTITUTIONAL DEFENCE FORCES FLAG DRAWING STANDARDS

B.14.1 Purpose

B.14.2 Drawing Sheet Requirements

B.14.3 Institutional Flag Construction Data

B.15 SERVICE BRANCH FLAG ENGINEERING DRAWINGS

B.15.1 Purpose

B.15.2 Common Drawing Requirements

Act,

Act,
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Service  branch  flags  may  contain  unique  features  representing:  Operational  role;  Historical 
traditions;  Professional  identity.  However,  all  branch  flags  shall  maintain:  Common  construction 
standards; (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Official proportions; Approved manufacturing methods.

A service branch flag drawing package shall contain: Sheet 1 Complete flag elevation.

Sheet 2

Construction grid.

Sheet 3

Emblem details.

Sheet 4

Manufacturing notes.

Command and formation flags identify military organisations responsible for specific operational 
or administrative functions.

Command flag  drawings  shall  specify:  Command identity;  Symbol  arrangement;  Hierarchical 
relationship; Approved display format.

Engineering drawings shall define: Emblem position; Text placement where applicable; Border 
dimensions; Decorative elements.

Formation  flags  require  additional  consideration  because  they  often  preserve:  Historical 
achievements; Operational identity; Unit lineage.

Unit  colours  are  among  the  most  significant  military  heritage  symbols.  Their  engineering 
drawings must preserve: Historical authenticity; Symbolic meaning; Ceremonial appearance. (National 
Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

B.15.3 Branch Identity and Standardisation

B.15.4 Example Drawing Structure

B.16 COMMAND AND FORMATION FLAG DRAWINGS

B.16.1 Purpose

B.16.2 Technical Drawing Requirements

B.16.3 Command Flag Geometry

B.16.4 Formation Flag Standards

B.17 UNIT COLOUR ENGINEERING DRAWINGS

B.17.1 Importance of Unit Colours

Act,

Act,
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Each  drawing  package  shall  include:  Front  Elevation  Showing:  Complete  design;  Symbol 
placement; Colour arrangement.

Reverse Specification

Showing: Reverse orientation; Stitching requirements; Any mirrored elements.

Border and Fringe Details

Showing: Fringe dimensions; Attachment method; Decorative finishing.

Unit  colours shall  use the standard: 20 × 30 Construction Grid unless historical  requirements 
require an approved alternative.

Where a unit colour has historical significance: The engineering drawing shall preserve: Original 
symbols;  Traditional  arrangements;  Historical  inscriptions. (National  Flag,  Emblems and Names  
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Military standards represent distinguished formations and institutional heritage.

Their engineering drawings require additional ceremonial detail.

Technical drawings shall identify: Main field; Central emblem; Decorative elements; Fringe; Pole 
attachment.

Standards  may  include:  Gold  embroidery;  Decorative  cords;  Special  borders;  Presentation 
finishes.

Ceremonial flags require enhanced technical documentation due to their formal nature.

Ceremonial drawings shall include: Fringe specifications; Decorative attachment details; Pole and 
finial requirements; Presentation configuration. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 
and Schedules I-II)

B.17.2 Unit Colour Drawing Components

B.17.3 Unit Colour Construction Grid

B.17.4 Historical Preservation Requirement

B.18 MILITARY STANDARD DRAWINGS

B.18.1 Purpose of Standards

B.18.2 Standard Drawing Features

B.18.3 Ceremonial Enhancements

B.19 CEREMONIAL FLAG ENGINEERING DRAWINGS

B.19.1 Purpose

B.19.2 Additional Drawing Requirements

Act,

Act,

ONE47 NATIONAL CIVIC EDUCATION MANUAL SERIES | VOLUME VI

ONE47 National Civic Education Manual Series | Volume VI | 230



Presentation  flags  shall  define:  Reduced  dimensions;  Display  method;  Protective  casing 
requirements.

Every Defence Forces flag drawing shall contain:

Drawing Identification

Including: Drawing number; Flag category; Revision number.

Technical Information

Including: Dimensions; Materials; Colours; Construction notes.

Approval Information

Including: Responsible authority; Approval date; Certification reference.

Drawing Category Main Purpose

Institutional Flag Drawing Defence Forces identity

Service Flag Drawing Branch recognition

Command Drawing Leadership and organisation

Formation Drawing Operational identity

Unit Colour Drawing Heritage preservation

Standard Drawing Honour and distinction

Ceremonial Drawing Formal occasions

A complete military flag engineering drawing must not only define the overall appearance of the 
flag but also document every physical component required for accurate production. Component drawings 
provide detailed instructions for: Structural assembly; Attachment methods; Decorative finishing; Symbol 
application; Long-term durability. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules 
I-II)

The  quality  of  a  military  flag  depends  on  the  accuracy  of  each  individual  component.  A 
technically  correct  design  may  fail  if:  The  hoist  is  weak;  The  stitching  is  inadequate;  Symbols  are  
incorrectly applied; Decorative elements are improperly attached. (National Flag, Emblems and Names 

 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Therefore, every major component requires controlled technical documentation.

B.19.3 Presentation Flag Drawings

B.20 MASTER ENGINEERING DRAWING FORMAT

B.21 ENGINEERING DRAWING CONTROL TABLE

B.22 PURPOSE OF COMPONENT ENGINEERING DRAWINGS

B.22.2 Importance of Component­Level Drawings

Act,

Act,
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The hoist is the strongest structural section of a military flag. It connects the flag to the flagpole  
and carries the greatest mechanical stress. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and 
Schedules I-II)

The  hoist  detail  drawing  shall  specify:  Hoist  width;  Reinforcement  layers;  Stitching  pattern; 
Attachment points; Material composition.

The hoist shall include: Double-layer reinforcement; Strong edge finishing; Secure stitching.

Purpose of Reinforcement

Reinforcement prevents: Tearing; Stretching; Attachment failure.

Approved  systems  may  include:  Sleeve  Attachment  A  fabric  tunnel  allowing  insertion  of  a 
flagpole.

Rope and Toggle System

Used for traditional ceremonial display.

Clip and Loop System

Used for practical operational applications.

The fly-end is the free edge of the flag. It must withstand: Wind movement; Repeated handling; 
Environmental exposure.

The fly edge shall include: Reinforced stitching; Durable finishing; Controlled edge treatment.

Drawings shall specify: Edge construction; Stitch spacing;

Fabric finishing method.

Operational  flags  may require  enhanced fly-end strength  due  to:  Outdoor  exposure;  Frequent 
movement; Field conditions.

B.23 HOIST CONSTRUCTION DETAILS

B.23.1 Purpose of the Hoist

B.23.2 Hoist Engineering Drawing Requirements

B.23.3 Reinforced Hoist Construction

B.23.4 Hoist Attachment Systems

B.24 FLY­END CONSTRUCTION DETAILS

B.24.1 Purpose of Fly­End Design

B.24.2 Fly­End Reinforcement

B.24.3 Engineering Requirements

B.24.4 Operational Considerations

Act,
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Fringe is a traditional ceremonial feature used to enhance the dignity and presentation of military 
flags.

Technical drawings shall specify: Fringe width; Fringe material; Attachment method; Colour.

Where authorised, ceremonial flags may use gold fringe. Gold symbolises: Honour; Achievement; 
Excellence; Formal recognition.

Engineering drawings shall show: Stitching line; Fringe position; Corner treatment.

Some military colours may contain decorative borders. Drawings shall define: Border thickness;  
Colour; Relationship to the main field.

Attachment details ensure that flags are: Securely displayed; Properly aligned; Safely handled.

The drawing shall define: Sleeve diameter; Sleeve length; Reinforcement points.

Attachment points shall be positioned to: Maintain balance;

Prevent twisting; Support flag weight.

Ceremonial  flags  may  include:  Decorative  cords;  Finials;  Tassels;  Protective  fittings.  Each 
element shall have approved technical details.

Military  emblems  often  contain  complex  symbolic  details  requiring  specialised  construction 
drawings.

B.25 FRINGE AND DECORATIVE ELEMENT DRAWINGS

B.25.1 Purpose of Fringe

B.25.2 Fringe Drawing Requirements

B.25.3 Gold Fringe Standards

B.25.4 Fringe Attachment Detail

B.25.5 Decorative Borders

B.26 FLAGPOLE SLEEVE AND ATTACHMENT DETAILS

B.26.1 Purpose of Attachment Drawings

B.26.2 Pole Sleeve Specifications

B.26.3 Attachment Point Engineering

B.26.4 Ceremonial Pole Connections

B.27 EMBROIDERY AND SYMBOL APPLICATION DRAWINGS

B.27.1 Purpose
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Technical drawings shall define: Emblem dimensions; Thread colours; Stitch boundaries; Layer 
sequence.

Approved methods may include: Embroidery Suitable for: Unit colours; Standards;

Ceremonial flags.

Appliqué

Suitable for: Large symbolic elements; Durable ceremonial applications.

Printing

Suitable for: Institutional flags; Display flags.

Embroidery drawings shall specify: Stitch density; Thread direction; Colour transitions; Outline 
requirements.

Some  military  flags  include  enhanced  ceremonial  features.  These  may  include:  Raised 
embroidery; Metallic thread; Decorative cords.

Each element shall have: Detail drawings; Material specifications; Attachment instructions.

Decorative elements shall not: Change approved symbolism; Distort the official design; Affect 
proper display.

Assembly drawings demonstrate how all components combine into the finished flag.

They shall show: Fabric sections; Symbol placement; Reinforcement areas; Decorative elements.

Where necessary,  drawings may separate  components  to  show:  Construction sequence;  Layer 
arrangement; Attachment method.

B.27.2 Embroidery Reference Drawings

B.27.3 Symbol Application Methods

B.27.4 Embroidery Detail Standards

B.28 THREE­DIMENSIONAL CEREMONIAL ELEMENTS

B.28.1 Purpose

B.28.2 Technical Documentation

B.28.3 Restrictions

B.29 COMPONENT ASSEMBLY DRAWINGS

B.29.1 Purpose

B.29.2 Assembly Drawing Requirements

B.29.3 Exploded Technical Views
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Every component drawing shall identify:

Component Required Information

Hoist Reinforcement and attachment

Fly Edge Finishing and durability

Fringe Material and dimensions

Pole Sleeve Size and construction

Emblem Position and reproduction

Embroidery Thread and stitching

Decorative Elements Attachment method

PRACTICE MANUAL

MANUFACTURING AND QUALITY CONTROL DRAWINGS

Manufacturing drawings provide the bridge between engineering design and physical production. 
They translate approved technical requirements into practical instructions for: Cutting; Sewing; Assembly; 
Finishing; Inspection. A military flag shall only be produced using approved manufacturing drawings. 
(National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Manufacturing drawings ensure: Accuracy The final product matches the approved design.

Repeatability

Multiple flags can be produced with identical results.

Quality Control

Inspectors can verify compliance against measurable standards.

Accountability

Production decisions can be traced to approved specifications.

Templates provide the physical or digital patterns used during manufacturing. They define: Fabric 
cutting boundaries; Colour sections; Symbol locations; Assembly points. (National Flag, Emblems and 
Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

B.30 COMPONENT DRAWING CHECKLIST

B.31 PURPOSE OF MANUFACTURING DRAWINGS

B.31.2 Objectives of Manufacturing Drawings

B.32 PRODUCTION TEMPLATE STANDARDS

B.32.1 Purpose of Templates

Act,

Act,
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Each production template shall contain: Template identification number; Scale reference; Material 
specification; Cutting instructions; Alignment marks. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 
6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Modern production may use digital templates created through: Vector design systems; Computer-
aided design software; Automated cutting systems. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-
9 and Schedules I-II)

Digital Templates Must Maintain: Correct proportions;

Approved geometry; Layer organisation; Version control.

Cutting patterns define how fabric components are prepared before assembly.

Drawings  shall  identify:  Fabric  orientation;  Grain  direction;  Seam  allowance;  Component 
dimensions.

Fabric cutting shall consider: Stretch direction; Pattern alignment; Colour consistency.

Where flags contain multiple  colour  fields,  drawings shall  specify:  Exact  boundaries;  Joining 
points; Alignment requirements.

Stitching drawings define the construction methods required to produce durable military flags.

Drawings shall specify: Stitch type; Stitch direction; Reinforcement areas; Seam placement.

Special attention shall be given to: Hoist Area Highest mechanical stress.

Corners

Require reinforcement due to handling.

Seams

Require strength and consistency.

B.32.2 Template Requirements

B.32.3 Digital Manufacturing Templates

B.33 CUTTING PATTERN DRAWINGS

B.33.1 Purpose

B.33.2 Cutting Pattern Information

B.33.3 Fabric Alignment Standards

B.33.4 Colour Section Cutting

B.34 STITCHING REFERENCE DRAWINGS

B.34.1 Purpose

B.34.2 Stitching Detail Requirements

B.34.3 Standard Stitching Areas

Act,

Act,
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Symbol Edges

Require accuracy and clean finishing.

Acceptable stitching shall demonstrate: Even spacing; Secure fastening;

No loose threads; No distortion of fabric.

Assembly drawings show the correct order of production.

The recommended sequence is: Stage 1 Fabric preparation ↓ Stage 2 Colour field assembly ↓ 
Stage 3 Symbol application ↓ Stage 4 Edge finishing ↓ Stage 5 Hoist  reinforcement ↓ Stage 6 Final 
inspection (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Manufacturers  shall  not  alter  assembly  sequences  where  such  changes  may  affect:  Design 
accuracy; Structural integrity; Appearance.

Inspection drawings provide measurable references for quality assessment.

They shall show: Measurement points; Reference lines; Acceptable limits; Inspection areas.

Inspection shall include: Overall Dimensions Checking: Height; Width; Ratio.

Symbol Measurements

Checking: Size; Location;

Orientation.

Construction Quality

Checking: Stitching; Reinforcement; Finishing.

Manufacturing processes may produce minor variations. Tolerance standards define acceptable 
limits while maintaining design integrity.

B.34.4 Stitching Quality Standards

B.35 ASSEMBLY SEQUENCE DRAWINGS

B.35.1 Purpose

B.35.2 Standard Assembly Sequence

B.35.3 Assembly Control

B.36 INSPECTION MEASUREMENT DRAWINGS

B.36.1 Purpose

B.36.2 Inspection Drawing Requirements

B.36.3 Measurement Categories

B.37 ACCEPTABLE TOLERANCE STANDARDS

B.37.1 Purpose of Tolerances

Act,

ONE47 NATIONAL CIVIC EDUCATION MANUAL SERIES | VOLUME VI

ONE47 National Civic Education Manual Series | Volume VI | 237



The recommended tolerance is: ±2% from approved dimensions.

Symbols  shall  remain within  approved positioning limits.  Minor  adjustments  shall  not  affect: 
Recognition; Balance; Meaning.

Colour variation shall remain within approved standards. Significant colour deviation shall require 
rejection.

Every manufactured flag shall be assessed against:

Inspection Area Requirement

Dimensions Correct proportion

Geometry Accurate construction

Colours Approved references

Symbols Correct placement

Stitching Professional quality

Attachments Secure construction

Finishing Ceremonial standard

Certification  drawings  confirm  that  the  manufactured  flag  corresponds  with  the  approved 
engineering standard.

Documentation  shall  include:  Drawing  reference;  Manufacturer;  Production  date;  Inspector 
approval.

Each approved production batch should maintain: Manufacturing records;

Inspection reports; Certification documents.

Modern  military  flag  systems  require  secure  digital  documentation  to  support:  Accurate 
reproduction;  Controlled  distribution;  Long-term  preservation;  Future  technical  development.  Digital 

B.37.2 General Dimensional Tolerance

B.37.3 Symbol Placement Tolerance

B.37.4 Colour Tolerance

B.38 QUALITY CONTROL DRAWING CHECKLIST

B.39 MANUFACTURING CERTIFICATION DRAWINGS

B.39.1 Purpose

B.39.2 Certification Information

B.39.3 Production Record Management

B.40 DIGITAL ENGINEERING DRAWING STANDARDS

B.40.1 Purpose of Digital Standards
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engineering  drawings  provide  the  official  electronic  reference  for  approved  military  flag  designs.  
(National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Engineering drawings shall be maintained in professional design formats suitable for preservation 
and production. Approved formats may include: Vector Design Files Used for: Scaling; Manufacturing;  
Detailed reproduction. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Technical Drawing Files

Used for: Engineering documentation; Dimension control; Revision management.

High-Resolution Reference Files

Used for: Inspection; Training; Official publication.

Every digital engineering drawing shall contain: Official drawing number; Revision identification; 
Date of approval; Responsible authority; Copyright or ownership notice where applicable. (National Flag, 
Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

The Master Design Archive serves as the permanent technical repository for Defence Forces flag 
designs.  It  preserves:  Original  engineering  drawings;  Historical  versions;  Manufacturing  references; 
Technical records. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

The archive shall include:

1. Master Engineering Drawings Containing: Complete flag layouts; Construction geometry;

Technical notes.

2. Symbol Libraries Containing: Approved emblems; Heraldic elements; Military identifiers.

3. Colour Standards Containing: Official colour references; Fabric samples; Digital colour 
values.

4. Manufacturing Documentation Containing: Production instructions; Quality requirements; 
Inspection records.

The  Master  Design  Archive  shall  be  protected  through:  Controlled  access;  Secure  storage; 
Regular backup; Authorised distribution procedures. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 
6-9 and Schedules I-II)

B.40.2 Approved Digital File Formats

B.40.3 Digital Drawing Requirements

B.41 MASTER DESIGN ARCHIVE

B.41.1 Purpose of the Archive

B.41.2 Archive Contents

B.41.3 Archive Protection

Act,

Act,

Act,

Act,

Act,

ONE47 NATIONAL CIVIC EDUCATION MANUAL SERIES | VOLUME VI

ONE47 National Civic Education Manual Series | Volume VI | 239



Reproduction control ensures that Defence Forces flags remain consistent throughout their service 
life.

Only approved manufacturers or authorised institutions may reproduce official military flags.

The approved process shall include: Step 1 Access authorised technical drawing. ↓ Step 2 Verify 
current revision. ↓ Step 3 Produce according to specifications. ↓ Step 4 Submit for inspection. ↓ Step 5 
Approve for official use. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Unauthorised reproduction may result in: Incorrect symbols; Poor quality; Loss of institutional 
integrity.

Therefore, official drawings shall not be altered or distributed without permission.

Certification confirms that an engineering drawing represents the officially approved military flag 
design.

Each approved drawing shall contain: Drawing title; Drawing reference number; Version number; 
Approval authority; Approval date.

A  certified  engineering  drawing  confirms:  This  drawing  represents  the  approved  technical 
standard  for  the  manufacture  and  reproduction  of  the  specified  Defence  Forces  flag. (National  Flag, 
Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

All amendments shall  be recorded through: Revision numbers; Change descriptions; Approval 
records.

Previous versions shall be retained where they represent:

Former institutional identities; Significant historical periods; Military heritage.

B.42 REPRODUCTION CONTROL SYSTEM

B.42.1 Purpose

B.42.2 Authorised Reproduction

B.42.3 Reproduction Process

B.42.4 Prevention of Unauthorised Reproduction

B.43 ENGINEERING DRAWING CERTIFICATION

B.43.1 Purpose of Certification

B.43.2 Certification Information

B.43.3 Certification Statement

B.44 TECHNICAL DRAWING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

B.44.1 Revision Control

B.44.2 Historical Preservation

Act,
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Engineering  drawings  should  undergo  periodic  review  to  ensure:  Continued  accuracy; 
Compatibility  with  manufacturing  methods;  Preservation  of  standards. (National  Flag,  Emblems  and 
Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

The Engineering Drawings of Military Flags establish a complete technical framework for the 
creation and preservation of Defence Forces flags. The system ensures: (National Flag, Emblems and 
Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

1. Design Accuracy Through: Approved drawings; Construction grids; Controlled geometry.

2.  Manufacturing  Consistency  Through:  Templates;  Production  instructions;  Quality 
standards.

3. Heritage Protection Through:

Master archives; Historical records; Controlled reproduction.

4. Institutional Integrity Through: Authorised symbols; Official specifications; Professional 
certification.

All Defence Forces flag drawings shall follow these principles:

Precision

Every measurement must be defined.

Authenticity

Every symbol must retain its approved meaning.

Consistency

Every reproduction must maintain the same standard.

Preservation

Every design must remain available for future generations.

Engineering drawings  transform military  flags  from symbolic  concepts  into  precise,  enduring 
institutional assets. They ensure that every Defence Forces flag: (National Flag, Emblems and Names  
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)  Memorandum, 2027)

Is accurately constructed; Is professionally manufactured; Is faithfully reproduced; Is preserved as 
part of national military heritage.

FINAL PRINCIPLE

A  military  flag  represents  service  and  sacrifice;  engineering  drawings  ensure  that  this 
representation remains accurate for generations.

END OF APPENDIX B

B.44.3 Technical Review

B.46 MASTER ENGINEERING DRAWING PRINCIPLES

B.47 FINAL APPENDIX STATEMENT

Act,

Act,

Act,

Explanatory
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ENGINEERING DRAWINGS OF MILITARY FLAGS

FLAG ORDER OF PRECEDENCE CHARTS

Military flag protocol establishes the correct order, position, and treatment of official flags during: 
State  ceremonies;  Military  parades;  Official  functions;  Memorial  occasions;  Diplomatic  events; 
Institutional activities. Flag precedence ensures that every flag is displayed according to its: Constitutional  
authority; Institutional importance; Ceremonial status. (Constitution of Kenya, 2010, arts. 10, 238-241) 
(Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

Military organisations depend on discipline and structured command. The arrangement of flags 
reflects  the  same  principles.  A  properly  arranged  flag  display  communicates:  Respect  for  national 
authority;  Recognition  of  military  hierarchy;  Institutional  order;  Ceremonial  dignity. (National  Flag, 
Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

The National Flag shall always receive the position of greatest honour. All other official flags  
shall follow the national order of precedence. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and 
Schedules I-II)

The National Flag of the Republic occupies the highest position of honour. It represents: The 
sovereignty of the nation; The authority of the Constitution; The unity of citizens. (Constitution of Kenya, 
2010, arts. 10, 238-241) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012)

Military flags form one category within the wider national order of precedence. Internal military 
placement  shall  follow authorised command,  service  and ceremonial  protocol  without  displacing any 
higher national category. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Where  multiple  flags  belong  to  the  same  category,  precedence  shall  follow:  Established 
institutional ranking; Date of establishment; Approved ceremonial order. No unit flag shall improperly  
supersede  another  unit  of  equal  status. (National  Flag,  Emblems and  Names   2027,  ss.  6-9  and 
Schedules I-II)

The official order of precedence shall be:

1. National Flag

Appendix C: MILITARY FLAG PROTOCOL CHARTS
OFFICIAL DISPLAY, PRECEDENCE AND CEREMONIAL
ARRANGEMENT REFERENCE MANUAL

C.2 GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF FLAG PRECEDENCE

C.2.1 Highest Authority Principle

C.2.2 Institutional Representation Principle

C.2.3 Equality Within Category Principle

C.3 OFFICIAL FLAG PRECEDENCE HIERARCHY

C.3.1 National Order of Precedence

Act,

Act,

Act,

Act,
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2. Presidential Standard

3. State Flag

4. County Flags

5. Defence Forces Flags

6. Ceremonial Flag Standard

Within the Defence Forces category, internal military precedence is governed by authorised 
military protocol.

Rank Flag Category

1 National Flag

2 Presidential Standard

3 State Flag

4 County Flags

5 Defence Forces Flags

6 Ceremonial Flag Standard

C.4 ORDER OF PRECEDENCE TABLE
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The most senior flag shall occupy the position of highest honour. The honour position depends on: 
Location; Direction of viewing; Number of flags displayed. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Where flags are arranged in a straight line: The highest-ranking flag shall occupy the primary 
position.

Example:

Position Flag

Centre/Primary National Flag

Position Flag

Supporting Defence Forces Flag

Supporting Service Flags

Supporting Unit Flags

Where only military flags are displayed: The arrangement follows: Defence Forces Flag; Service 
Flags; Command Flags; Formation Flags; Unit Colours. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, 
ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

During official military receptions: The flag arrangement shall acknowledge: National authority; 
Military command; Visiting delegations.

During military parades: The precedence order shall  guide: Flag party arrangement; Marching 
order; Salute positions.

During  remembrance  ceremonies:  Precedence  ensures:  Respect;  Symbolic  unity;  Proper 
representation.

C.5 MULTIPLE FLAG DISPLAY PRECEDENCE

C.5.1 Principle of Honour Position

C.5.2 Single­Line Display

C.5.3 Multiple Military Flag Display

C.6 FLAG PRECEDENCE DURING CEREMONIAL EVENTS

C.6.1 Arrival and Reception Ceremonies

C.6.2 Parade Ceremonies

C.6.3 Memorial Ceremonies

Act,

Act,
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│  ▼  PRESIDENTIAL  STANDARD  │  ▼  DEFENCE  FORCES  FLAG  │  ▼  SERVICE 
BRANCH FLAGS │ ▼ COMMAND FLAGS │ ▼ FORMATION FLAGS │ ▼ UNIT COLOURS

│ ▼ STANDARDS │ ▼ SPECIAL CEREMONIAL FLAGS

The designated protocol officer shall ensure: Correct flag order; Proper positioning; Compliance 
with regulations.

The parade commander shall ensure: Correct movement; Proper formation; Respectful handling.

Flag bearers shall ensure: Correct carrying position; Proper orientation; Respectful treatment.

The position of a military flag during official occasions communicates: Institutional authority;

National respect; Ceremonial order; Military discipline. Correct placement ensures that every flag 
receives the honour appropriate to its status. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and 
Schedules I-II)

The  honour  position  is  the  location  assigned  to  the  most  important  flag  within  a  display 
arrangement. The determination of honour position depends on: Number of flags displayed; Location of 
the audience; Physical arrangement; Nature of the ceremony. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

The highest-ranking flag shall always occupy the position of greatest honour. Other flags shall be 
arranged in descending order of precedence. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and 
Schedules I-II)

When displayed alone, the National Flag shall occupy the most prominent position. It shall be: 
Clearly visible;  Properly elevated;  Respectfully positioned. (National  Flag,  Emblems and Names  
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Where a Defence Forces flag is displayed without other flags: It shall be:

Centrally positioned; Given sufficient space; Displayed according to military protocol.

C.7 BASIC FLAG PRECEDENCE CHART

C.8 PRECEDENCE CONTROL RESPONSIBILITY

C.8.1 Protocol Officer

C.8.2 Parade Commander

C.8.3 Flag Bearers

C.10 SINGLE FLAG DISPLAY STANDARDS

C.10.1 National Flag Alone

C.10.2 Military Flag Alone

Act,

Act,

Act,

Act,
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Where two flags are displayed: The National Flag receives precedence. Example arrangement:

Position Flag

Honour Position National Flag

Supporting Position Defence Forces Flag

The arrangement communicates: National authority ↓ Military service

Where  three  military-related  flags  are  displayed:  The  order  shall  be:  National  Flag;  Defence 
Forces Flag; Service Branch Flag.

SERVICE FLAG NATIONAL FLAG DEFENCE FLAG

│ │ │ │ │ │ ▼ ▼ ▼

Supporting Highest Honour Supporting

Where several flags are displayed in a line, the arrangement shall follow official precedence.

For an odd number of flags: The highest-ranking flag occupies the centre. Example: Five-Flag 
Display:  Unit  Flag  Service  Flag  NATIONAL  FLAG  Defence  Flag  Command  Flag (National  Flag, 
Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Additional  flags extend outward according to rank.  The closer  a  flag is  to the centre  honour 
position, the higher its precedence.

Flags displayed indoors shall consider: Audience viewpoint; Entrance direction; Official seating 
arrangement.

C.11 TWO­FLAG DISPLAY ARRANGEMENTS

C.11.1 National Flag and Military Flag

C.11.2 Interpretation of Position

C.12 THREE­FLAG DISPLAY ARRANGEMENTS

C.12.1 National, Defence Forces and Service Flag

C.12.2 Example Arrangement

C.13 MULTIPLE FLAG LINE DISPLAY

C.13.1 General Principle

C.13.2 Centre Honour Arrangement

C.13.3 Descending Order Arrangement

C.14 WALL DISPLAY AND STATIONARY ARRANGEMENTS

C.14.1 Indoor Military Display

Act,
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During  official  addresses:  The  most  senior  flag  shall  normally  be  positioned  in  the  primary 
ceremonial location.

Speaker Platform Example

Speaker

DEFENCE FLAG SERVICE FLAG

Military flags displayed in meeting environments shall: Maintain correct order; Avoid obstruction; 
Remain visible.

Where multiple flags are displayed: Flagpoles should normally be of equal height unless protocol  
requires otherwise.

The  highest-ranking  flag  shall  occupy:  Centre  position;  Primary  position;  Highest  approved 
location.

Flags  shall  have  adequate  spacing to  ensure:  Individual  recognition;  Clear  movement;  Visual 
dignity.

When flags are displayed on official military vehicles: Position shall reflect: Command authority; 
National representation; Operational requirements. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 
and Schedules I-II)

The senior official's vehicle may display authorised flags according to rank and occasion.

Display Situation Highest Honour Position

Single Flag Centre/Primary Position

Two Flags National Flag Position

Three Flags Centre Position

Parade Formation Lead Honour Position

C.14.2 Flag Position Relative to Speaker

C.14.3 Conference and Meeting Displays

C.15 FLAGPOLE ARRANGEMENT STANDARDS

C.15.1 Equal Height Principle

C.15.2 Position of Highest Flag

C.15.3 Spacing Requirements

C.16 VEHICLE AND MOBILE DISPLAY ARRANGEMENTS

C.16.1 Military Vehicle Displays

C.16.2 Command Vehicle Principle

C.17 CEREMONIAL HONOUR POSITIONS CHART

Act,
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Indoor Ceremony Primary Viewing Position

Official Vehicle Authorised Command Position

Military  protocol  officers  shall  prevent:  Incorrect  Ranking Lower-ranking  flags  placed  above 
senior flags.

Unequal Treatment

Improper positioning of equivalent military institutions.

Poor Orientation

Flags facing incorrectly.

Obstruction

Flags hidden behind objects or personnel.

OFFICIAL DISPLAY, PRECEDENCE AND CEREMONIAL ARRANGEMENT REFERENCE 
MANUAL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

PARADE FORMATION CHARTS, FLAG PARTY ARRANGEMENTS AND

MOVEMENT PROTOCOL

Military parades represent the highest expression of:

 Discipline;
 Unity;
 Tradition;
 Institutional pride.

The arrangement and movement of flags during a parade must therefore follow precise protocol.

The  flag  party  is  responsible  for  the  protection,  movement,  and  ceremonial  presentation  of 
military flags.

It represents:

 Honour;
 Continuity;
 Military professionalism.

A standard military flag party may consist of:

1. Flag Bearer

Responsible for carrying the principal flag.

2. Escort Personnel

Responsible for:

 Protection;
 Support;

C.18 DISPLAY POSITION ERRORS TO AVOID
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 Ceremonial recognition.

3. Commander of the Flag Party

Responsible for:

 Movement commands;
 Alignment;
 Ceremonial coordination.

The traditional formation consists of:

 One central flag bearer;
 Two escorts.

Formation Diagram

ESCORT

│

FLAG BEARER

│

ESCORT

Purpose

This formation provides:

 Symmetry;
 Protection;
 Visual dignity.

For major ceremonies, the formation may include:

 Senior flag bearer;
 Assistant flag bearers;
 Escorts.

Formation Diagram

ESCORT FLAG BEARER ESCORT

\ │ / \ │ / SUPPORT PERSONNEL

Where multiple official flags are carried:

C.20 STANDARD FLAG PARTY FORMATION

C.20.1 Three­Person Formation

C.20.2 Five­Person Formation

C.21 MULTIPLE FLAG PARTY ARRANGEMENTS

C.21.1 National and Defence Forces Flags
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The order shall follow precedence.

Example:

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

SERVICE FLAG

Where service flags are carried together:

The arrangement shall recognise:

 Institutional unity;
 Equal service dignity;
 Established precedence.

Example:

ARMY FLAG DEFENCE FLAG AIR FORCE FLAG

During parade entry:

The flag party shall:

 Move in controlled formation;
 Maintain alignment;
 Observe command instructions.

Movement shall maintain:

 Parade pace;
 Stability of the flag;
 Ceremonial dignity.

The flag party may occupy:

 Leading position;
 Central position;
 Designated ceremonial position.

C.21.2 Service Formation

C.22 PARADE ENTRY AND EXIT PROTOCOL

C.22.1 Entry Procedure

C.22.2 Movement Speed

C.22.3 Position During Parade
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At attention:

The flag shall be:

 Upright;
 Secure;
 Properly aligned.

During movement:

The flag bearer shall maintain:

 Correct grip;
 Controlled movement;
 Proper orientation.

During ceremonial salutes:

The flag shall be positioned according to approved military practice.

During inspections and reviews:

The flag party shall be positioned to represent:

 National authority;
 Military identity;
 Unit honour.

Example:

REVIEWING OFFICER

│

FLAG PARTY

│

PARADE FORMATION

Where unit colours are presented:

The colour party shall occupy the central ceremonial position.

C.23 FLAG PARTY COMMANDS

C.23.1 Attention Position

C.23.2 Carry Position

C.23.3 Salute Position

C.24 PARADE REVIEW FORMATIONS

C.24.1 Review Ceremony Arrangement

C.24.2 Trooping of Colours Formation
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Flag presentation ceremonies recognise:

 Transfer of responsibility;
 Unit heritage;
 Institutional continuity.

The standard sequence includes:

1. Arrival of Flag Party

↓

2. Recognition of Flag

↓

3. Formal Presentation

↓

4. Acceptance by Receiving Authority

↓

5. Departure

During transfer:

The flag shall be handled with:

 Respect;
 Precision;
 Formal acknowledgement.

FLAG PARTY

│

COMMAND ELEMENT

│

PARADE FORMATION

│

C.25 FLAG HANDOVER AND PRESENTATION CEREMONIES

C.25.1 Purpose

C.25.2 Presentation Sequence

C.25.3 Handover Principles

C.26 PARADE FORMATION CHARTS

C.26.1 Single Flag Parade Formation

C.26.2 Multiple Flag Formation
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DEFENCE FLAG

│

SERVICE FLAGS

│

UNIT COLOURS

│

FORMATION

Activity Flag Position

Parade Entry Designated lead/ceremonial position

Inspection Central honour position

Flag Presentation Front ceremonial position

March Past Approved parade alignment

Memorial Ceremony Prominent respectful position

Flag Bearer

Must ensure:

 Correct carrying method;
 Proper orientation;
 Respectful handling.

Escorts

Must ensure:

 Protection;
 Formation discipline;
 Ceremonial support.

Commander

Must ensure:

 Timing;
 Alignment;
 Compliance with protocol.

OFFICIAL DISPLAY, PRECEDENCE AND CEREMONIAL ARRANGEMENT REFERENCE 
MANUAL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

CEREMONY FLAG ARRANGEMENT CHARTS, COMMAND AND UNIT FLAG

C.27 CEREMONIAL POSITIONING TABLE

C.28 FLAG PARTY RESPONSIBILITIES
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PROTOCOL, AND SPECIAL EVENT DISPLAYS

Military ceremonies use flags to communicate:

 National identity;
 Military honour;
 Institutional continuity;
 Respect for service and sacrifice.

The arrangement of flags must therefore support the purpose and dignity of each occasion.

Military flag arrangements apply to:

 State military ceremonies;
 Command ceremonies;
 Unit commemorations;
 Promotions and appointments;
 Awards presentations;
 Memorial events;
 International engagements.

State military ceremonies recognise the highest relationship between:

 The Republic;
 The Commander-in-Chief;
 The Defence Forces.

The National Flag occupies the position of highest honour.

│

PRESIDENTIAL STANDARD

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

SERVICE BRANCH FLAGS

│

UNIT COLOURS

Where flags are displayed behind a reviewing platform:

SERVICE FLAG NATIONAL FLAG DEFENCE FLAG

│

C.30 STATE MILITARY CEREMONY FLAG ARRANGEMENT

C.30.1 General Principle

C.30.2 Standard State Ceremony Arrangement

C.30.3 Ceremonial Platform Arrangement
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REVIEWING AUTHORITY

│

PARADE FORMATION

Command ceremonies mark:

 Change of leadership;
 Establishment of command;
 Transfer of responsibility.

The flag arrangement shall represent continuity of command.

Standard Layout

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

COMMAND FLAG

│

UNIT COLOUR

During a command transition:

The command flag symbolises:

 Authority;
 Responsibility;
 Continuity.

The transfer of the flag represents the formal transfer of command.

Unit colours preserve:

 Military history;
 Achievements;
 Traditions;
 Identity.

C.31 COMMAND CEREMONY FLAG ARRANGEMENTS

C.31.1 Purpose

C.31.2 Change of Command Ceremony

C.31.3 Command Flag Handover

C.32 UNIT FLAG AND COLOUR DISPLAY PROTOCOL

C.32.1 Purpose of Unit Colours
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During unit ceremonies:

The unit colour shall occupy a prominent ceremonial position.

Example:

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

UNIT COLOUR

│

FORMATION PERSONNEL

Where multiple units are represented:

Precedence shall follow:

1. Senior formation;

2. Established order;

3. Approved ceremonial ranking.

During awards ceremonies, flags reinforce:

 Service recognition;
 National appreciation;
 Military tradition.

SERVICE FLAG NATIONAL FLAG UNIT FLAG

│

AWARD PLATFORM

│

RECIPIENTS

Memorial ceremonies require special respect because flags represent:

C.32.2 Unit Colour Position

C.32.3 Multiple Unit Colours

C.33 AWARDS AND DECORATION CEREMONIES

C.33.1 Flag Arrangement Purpose

C.33.2 Recommended Arrangement

C.34 MEMORIAL AND REMEMBRANCE CEREMONIES

C.34.1 Symbolic Importance
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 Those who served;
 Those who sacrificed;
 The continuity of national duty.

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

UNIT / SERVICE COLOUR

│

MEMORIAL SITE

Where flags are displayed at half-mast:

All applicable flags shall follow approved half-mast procedures.

International ceremonies require recognition of:

 Host nation sovereignty;
 Visiting nations;
 Defence partnerships.

For two nations:

HOST NATIONAL FLAG VISITING NATIONAL FLAG

│

DEFENCE REPRESENTATIVES

│

MILITARY FLAGS

In multinational ceremonies:

Flags may be arranged according to:

 Alphabetical order;
 Established international protocol;
 Host nation requirements.

INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised KDF/Government protocol prevail.

C.34.2 Memorial Display Arrangement

C.34.3 Half­Mast Integration

C.35 INTERNATIONAL MILITARY CEREMONIES

C.35.1 Purpose

C.35.2 Bilateral Military Event Arrangement

C.35.3 Multinational Events
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Ceremony Primary Flag Arrangement

State Ceremony National → State → Defence

Change of Command National → Defence → Command

Unit Anniversary National → Defence → Unit Colour

Memorial Event National → Defence → Service/Unit

Awards Ceremony National → Defence → Unit

International Event Host Nation → Visiting Nations

Protocol Officer

Responsible for:

 Planning arrangements;
 Confirming precedence;
 Coordinating placement.

Ceremony Commander

Responsible for:

 Execution;
 Timing;
 Parade coordination.

Flag Party Commander

Responsible for:

 Flag movement;
 Positioning;
 Security.

OFFICIAL DISPLAY, PRECEDENCE AND CEREMONIAL ARRANGEMENT REFERENCE 
MANUAL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

COMMAND AND UNIT FLAG PROTOCOL CHARTS, QUICK REFERENCE TABLES

AND FINAL PROTOCOL SUMMARY

Command and unit flags represent the organisational identity, authority, and heritage of military 
formations.

Their correct display ensures that:

 Command relationships are recognised;
 Unit traditions are preserved;
 Military hierarchy remains visible.

C.36 SPECIAL EVENT FLAG DISPLAY TABLE

C.37 CEREMONIAL FLAG CONTROL RESPONSIBILITY
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Military command flags may include:

 Defence headquarters or command flags;
 Service Command Flags;
 Formation Flags;
 Brigade or Division Flags;
 Unit Flags;
 Special Operational Flags.

Command flags shall follow institutional hierarchy.

Command Hierarchy

↓

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

↓

SERVICE COMMAND FLAG

↓

FORMATION FLAG

↓

UNIT FLAG

↓

SUB-UNIT / SPECIAL FLAG

Command flags shall:

 Never supersede the National Flag;
 Follow authorised military hierarchy;
 Be displayed only by authorised formations;
 Maintain approved technical specifications.

Unit flags identify specific military organisations and preserve:

 Unit history;
 Achievements;
 Identity;
 Esprit de corps.

C.39 COMMAND FLAG PRECEDENCE CHART

C.39.1 General Order

C.39.2 Command Flag Display Rules

C.40 UNIT FLAG DISPLAY PROTOCOL

C.40.1 Purpose of Unit Flags
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Where multiple unit flags are displayed:

The order shall consider:

1. Formation seniority;

2. Official establishment;

3. Ceremonial precedence.

Example:

FORMATION FLAG

│

SENIOR UNIT COLOUR

│

SUPPORTING UNIT COLOURS

│

SUB-UNIT FLAGS

Military operations may require simplified flag arrangements.

However, operational requirements shall not compromise:

 Identification;
 Security;
 Respect for symbols.

Operational flags shall be:

 Durable;
 Clearly identifiable;
 Appropriate to conditions.

Temporary command flags may be used for:

 Field headquarters;
 Exercises;
 Joint operations.

They shall remain under authorised control.

C.40.2 Unit Flag Display Order

C.41 FIELD AND OPERATIONAL FLAG DISPLAY

C.41.1 Operational Considerations

C.41.2 Operational Flag Principles

C.41.3 Temporary Command Displays
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Priority Flag

1 National Flag

2 Presidential Standard

3 Defence Forces Flag

4 Service Branch Flag

5 Command Flag

6 Formation Flag

7 Unit Colour

8 Special Military Flag

Event Main Flag Arrangement

National Ceremony National Flag first

Defence Ceremony National + Defence Forces

Service Event National + Defence + Service

Unit Ceremony National + Defence + Unit Colour

Command Change National + Command Flag

Memorial Event National + Defence + Unit Representation

Situation Honour Position

Single Flag Centre

Two Flags Senior Flag Position

Three Flags Centre Position

Situation Honour Position

Parade Lead/Central Position

Indoor Ceremony Primary Viewing Area

Commanders shall ensure:

 Compliance with regulations;

C.42 QUICK REFERENCE PROTOCOL TABLES

C.42.1 Flag Precedence Quick Reference

C.42.2 Ceremony Arrangement Quick Reference

C.42.3 Display Position Quick Reference

C.43 MILITARY FLAG PROTOCOL RESPONSIBILITIES

C.43.1 Senior Command Responsibility
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 Proper representation;
 Protection of military symbols.

The protocol officer shall:

 Prepare arrangements;
 Verify precedence;
 Coordinate ceremony requirements.

The flag bearer shall:

 Maintain discipline;
 Protect the flag;
 Execute movements correctly.

Examples:

 Placing a unit flag above a national flag;
 Placing junior command flags before senior flags.

Flags must not:

 Be reversed;
 Face incorrectly;
 Touch the ground.

Military flags shall not be:

 Modified without approval;
 Used for unofficial purposes;
 Reproduced inaccurately.

The Defence Forces flag protocol system is founded upon five principles:

1. Respect

Every flag represents service, sacrifice, and national responsibility.

2. Order

Every arrangement reflects established hierarchy.

C.43.2 Protocol Officer Responsibility

C.43.3 Flag Bearer Responsibility

C.44 COMMON PROTOCOL ERRORS

C.44.1 Incorrect Precedence

C.44.2 Incorrect Orientation

C.44.3 Unauthorised Display

C.45 FINAL MILITARY FLAG PROTOCOL PRINCIPLES
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3. Accuracy

Every display must follow approved standards.

4. Discipline

Every handling action must demonstrate professionalism.

5. Continuity

Every flag connects present service with military heritage.

Military flag protocol transforms symbols into ceremonial expressions of national service.

Through established precedence charts,  display standards,  and movement procedures,  Defence 
Forces flags remain visible representations of:

 National unity;
 Military professionalism;
 Institutional honour;
 Historical continuity.

FINAL PRINCIPLE

The disciplined display of a military flag demonstrates the discipline of the institution that carries  
it.

END OF APPENDIX C

MILITARY FLAG PROTOCOL CHARTS

OFFICIAL  MILITARY  FLAG  ARRANGEMENT,  FORMATION  AND  CEREMONIAL 
DESIGN MANUAL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

PARADE GROUND FLAG LAYOUTS

Military parades are highly structured ceremonial events where every movement, position, and 
symbol communicates:

 Discipline;
 Command authority;
 National identity;
 Military tradition.

Parade ground layouts provide the official spatial arrangement for:

 Flag parties;
 Reviewing authorities;
 Military formations;
 Ceremonial displays.

The physical arrangement of a parade ground reflects:

 Military hierarchy;

C.46 FINAL APPENDIX STATEMENT
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 Operational discipline;
 Ceremonial purpose.

A correctly designed parade layout ensures:

 Clear visibility;
 Proper movement;
 Respectful presentation of flags.

These standards apply to:

 National military parades;
 Defence Forces ceremonies;
 Unit commemorations;
 Passing-out parades;
 Honour ceremonies;
 Memorial events.

A standard military parade ground consists of:

1. Reviewing Area

The location occupied by:

 Commander-in-Chief;
 Reviewing officer;
 Senior military leadership.

2. Saluting Base

The designated position where:

 Salutes are received;
 Flags are honoured;
 Ceremonial commands are executed.

3. Parade Formation Area

The area where personnel assemble.

4. Flag Party Position

The designated location for:

 National Flag;
 Defence Forces Flag;
 Unit Colours.

5. Marching Route

The route followed during:

 Entry;
 Inspection;
 March past.

D.2 BASIC PARADE GROUND COMPONENTS
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A standard ceremonial parade ground shall follow this arrangement:

REVIEWING AREA

│

SALUTING BASE

│

FLAG PARTY

│

PARADE FORMATION AREA

│

MARCHING ROUTE

The flag party shall normally occupy a position that provides:

 Maximum visibility;
 Ceremonial prominence;
 Easy movement.

The arrangement demonstrates:

National Authority

↓

Military Institution

↓

Personnel Serving Under Command

Zoning creates clear functional areas.

The parade ground shall be divided into:

Zone A

Honour Zone

Contains:

D.3 STANDARD PARADE GROUND LAYOUT

D.3.1 General Arrangement

D.3.2 Flag Party Location

D.3.3 Relationship Between Flags and Formation

D.4 PARADE GROUND ZONING SYSTEM

D.4.1 Purpose of Zoning
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 Reviewing authority;
 National symbols;
 Senior officials.

Zone B

Ceremonial Zone

Contains:

 Flag party;
 Saluting positions;
 Parade commands.

Zone C

Formation Zone

Contains:

 Units;
 Personnel;
 Military formations.

Zone D

Movement Zone

Contains:

 Entry routes;
 March past routes;
 Exit routes.

National ceremonies represent the highest level of military display.

The National Flag occupies the principal ceremonial position.

Standard Layout

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

FLAG PARTY

│

REVIEWING AUTHORITY

│

MILITARY FORMATIONS

D.5 NATIONAL CEREMONY PARADE LAYOUT

D.5.1 Purpose
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The order shall normally follow:

1. National Flag;

2. Presidential Standard, where applicable;

3. Defence Forces Flag;

4. Service Flags;

5. Formation Flags;

6. Unit Colours.

Unit parades recognise:

 Unit identity;
 Achievements;
 Heritage;
 Service traditions.

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

UNIT COLOUR PARTY

│

UNIT FORMATION

The unit colour shall:

 Remain visible;
 Lead ceremonial movements;
 Receive appropriate honours.

Movement corridors provide clear routes for flag parties.

They prevent:

 Congestion;

D.5.2 Flag Precedence on Parade Ground

D.6 UNIT PARADE LAYOUTS

D.6.1 Purpose

D.6.2 Unit Parade Arrangement

D.6.3 Unit Colour Position

D.7 FLAG PARTY MOVEMENT CORRIDORS

D.7.1 Purpose
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 Improper crossing;
 Loss of formation alignment.

Flag parties shall:

 Enter through designated routes;
 Maintain alignment;
 Exit with proper ceremony.

Element Position

National Flag Highest honour position

Defence Forces Flag Central military position

Service Flags Supporting positions

Unit Colours Formation representation

Reviewing Authority Command position

Parade Units Formation area

ENTRY

↓

FLAG PARTY ARRIVAL

↓

FORMATION ALIGNMENT

↓

INSPECTION

↓

SALUTE

↓

MARCH PAST

↓

FLAG PARTY DEPARTURE

Every parade layout shall ensure:

Visibility

D.7.2 Flag Movement Principles

D.8 PARADE GROUND FLAG POSITIONING CHART

D.9 BASIC PARADE COMMAND DIAGRAM

D.10 PARADE LAYOUT DESIGN PRINCIPLES
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Flags must be clearly seen by:

 Participants;
 Reviewing authorities;
 Public observers.

Symmetry

Ceremonial arrangements should demonstrate balance and order.

Security

Flags must remain protected throughout the ceremony.

Accessibility

Movement routes must allow safe handling.

OFFICIAL  MILITARY  FLAG  ARRANGEMENT,  FORMATION  AND  CEREMONIAL 
DESIGN MANUAL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

MILITARY CEREMONY STAGE ARRANGEMENTS, REVIEWING PLATFORMS

AND OFFICIAL FLAG PLACEMENT

Military ceremonies require carefully planned spaces that communicate:

 Authority;
 Respect;
 National identity;
 Institutional order.

The  stage  or  reviewing  platform  is  the  focal  point  of  the  ceremony  and  must  provide  an 
appropriate setting for:

 National symbols;
 Military leadership;
 Distinguished guests;
 Ceremonial activities.

Military ceremony layouts shall follow four fundamental principles:

1. Honour

The most important symbols occupy the most prominent positions.

2. Visibility

Flags and ceremonial elements must remain clearly visible.

3. Balance

The arrangement should demonstrate order and professionalism.

4. Function

The layout must support ceremonial movement and official activities.
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The reviewing platform represents the command position during:

 Military parades;
 Passing-out ceremonies;
 National celebrations;
 Honour ceremonies.

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

SERVICE / COMMAND FLAGS

│

REVIEWING AUTHORITY

│

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS

The flags shall be positioned to ensure:

 Recognition of national authority;
 Visibility to the parade;
 Appropriate ceremonial balance.

This arrangement applies where the ceremony takes place on a formal stage or platform.

Examples include:

 Military graduations;
 Awards ceremonies;
 Command events.

Standard Layout

┌───────────────────────────────┐ │ │ │ NATIONAL FLAG │ │ │ │ 
DEFENCE  FLAG  SERVICE  FLAG│  │  │  │  │  │  OFFICIAL  PLATFORM  │  │  │ 
└───────────────────────────────┘ (National  Flag,  Emblems  and  Names   
2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

D.12 STANDARD REVIEWING PLATFORM ARRANGEMENT

D.12.1 Purpose

D.12.2 Basic Arrangement

D.12.3 Flag Placement Relative to Reviewing Officer

D.13 FRONT­FACING STAGE FLAG ARRANGEMENT

D.13.1 Purpose

Act,
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Where three or more flags are displayed:

The highest-ranking flag shall normally occupy the centre position.

Military speeches and official addresses require a disciplined visual arrangement.

Recommended Layout

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

SPEAKER

│

PARADE FORMATION

The arrangement shall ensure:

 Flags remain visible;
 Speaker does not obstruct symbols;
 Audience has clear view.

Ceremonies  involving the Head of  State  or  Commander-in-Chief  require  the  highest  level  of 
protocol.

│

PRESIDENTIAL STANDARD

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

COMMAND REPRESENTATION

│

REVIEWING AUTHORITY

D.13.2 Centre Honour Position

D.14 SPEAKER AND CEREMONIAL ADDRESS ARRANGEMENT

D.14.1 Purpose

D.14.2 Address Platform Requirements

D.15 COMMANDER­IN­CHIEF AND SENIOR AUTHORITY CEREMONIES

D.15.1 Purpose

D.15.2 Recommended Arrangement
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The arrangement demonstrates:

National sovereignty

↓

Constitutional authority

↓

Military service

Indoor military ceremonies include:

 Conferences;
 Award presentations;
 Official briefings;
 Military commemorations.

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

MAIN TABLE

│

PARTICIPANTS

Indoor displays shall consider:

 Room size;
 Audience viewpoint;
 Lighting;
 Background contrast.

Joint military events require representation of multiple services.

Example Layout

ARMY FLAG

D.15.3 Symbolic Meaning

D.16 INDOOR CEREMONY ARRANGEMENTS

D.16.1 Application

D.16.2 Basic Indoor Layout

D.16.3 Flag Placement Considerations

D.17 MULTIPLE SERVICE CEREMONY ARRANGEMENTS

D.17.1 Purpose
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│

│

DEFENCE FLAG

│

AIR FORCE FLAG

│

NAVAL FLAG

Where service branches are represented:

 Each service receives recognition;
 The Defence Forces identity remains unified;
 National authority remains supreme.

For official seated ceremonies:

SERVICE FLAG NATIONAL FLAG DEFENCE FLAG

OFFICIAL TABLE

CEREMONY PARTICIPANTS

Flags shall not:

 Hide officials;
 Block movement;
 Overcrowd the stage.

Item Requirement

National Flag Highest honour

Military Flags Correct precedence

Stage Position Visible and balanced

Flagpoles Equal alignment

Background Suitable contrast

Movement Space Safe access

Lighting Clear visibility

D.17.2 Service Equality Principle

D.18 FLAG PLACEMENT BEHIND OFFICIAL TABLES

D.18.1 Formal Arrangement

D.18.2 Avoiding Visual Conflict

D.19 CEREMONY STAGE DESIGN CHECKLIST
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Ceremonial layouts must provide:

 Secure flag positions;
 Controlled access;
 Protection from damage.

Responsible personnel shall ensure:

 Flags remain correctly positioned;
 Unauthorised handling is prevented;
 Protocol is maintained.

OFFICIAL  MILITARY  FLAG  ARRANGEMENT,  FORMATION  AND  CEREMONIAL 
DESIGN MANUAL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

FLAG PARTY FORMATIONS, ESCORT ARRANGEMENTS AND CEREMONIAL

MOVEMENT LAYOUTS

The flag party is one of the most visible elements of a military ceremony.

Its formation communicates:

 Discipline;
 Protection;
 Respect;
 Continuity of military tradition.

The  arrangement  of  personnel  around  the  flag  must  therefore  follow  established  ceremonial 
standards.

The flag party is responsible for:

 Carrying official flags;
 Protecting military colours;
 Presenting flags during ceremonies;
 Maintaining ceremonial dignity.

A standard flag party consists of:

1. Flag Bearer

The central person responsible for carrying the flag.

2. Escorts

Personnel positioned to provide:

 Honour;
 Protection;

D.20 REVIEWING PLATFORM SECURITY REQUIREMENTS

D.20.1 Protection of Flags

D.20.2 Personnel Responsibilities
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 Ceremonial support.

3. Flag Party Commander

Responsible for:

 Commands;
 Movement coordination;
 Formation discipline.

The three-person formation is the traditional military flag party arrangement.

It provides:

 Symmetry;
 Visibility;
 Protection.

Formation Diagram

ESCORT

│

FLAG BEARER

│

ESCORT

The flag bearer shall:

 Occupy the central position;
 Maintain upright flag position;
 Control flag movement.

The escorts shall:

 Maintain equal distance;
 Move in alignment;
 Protect the flag.

Used during:

 National ceremonies;
 Major military parades;
 State occasions.

D.22 STANDARD THREE­PERSON FLAG PARTY FORMATION

D.22.1 Purpose

D.22.2 Positioning Rules

D.23 FIVE­PERSON FLAG PARTY FORMATION

D.23.1 Application
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Formation Diagram

ESCORT FLAG BEARER ESCORT

SUPPORT PERSONNEL

The expanded formation provides:

 Greater ceremonial presence;
 Enhanced protection;
 Formal representation.

Multiple flags require coordinated arrangements to preserve precedence.

National and Military Flag Formation

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

SERVICE FLAGS

│

UNIT COLOURS

The order of movement shall follow:

1. National authority;

2. Defence Forces authority;

3. Service identity;

4. Unit heritage.

The entry of the flag party marks the beginning of official recognition.

Entry Sequence

FORMATION READY

↓

FLAG PARTY APPROACH

D.23.2 Purpose

D.24 MULTIPLE FLAG PARTY FORMATIONS

D.24.1 Purpose

D.24.2 Precedence Principle

D.25 CEREMONIAL ENTRY FORMATION

D.25.1 Purpose
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↓

CEREMONIAL ENTRY

↓

POSITIONING

↓

HONOURS PRESENTED

The flag party shall maintain:

 Constant alignment;
 Controlled pace;
 Proper spacing.

During stationary ceremonies:

The flag party shall occupy a designated honour position.

Example:

│

FLAG PARTY

│

REVIEWING AUTHORITY

│

PARADE FORMATION

During military parades:

The flag party may occupy:

 Leading position;
 Central position;
 Designated ceremonial location.

The flag party shall:

 Stand upright;

D.25.2 Entry Movement Requirements

D.26 FLAG PARTY POSITION DURING CEREMONIES

D.26.1 Static Ceremony Position

D.26.2 Parade Formation Position

D.27 FLAG PARTY MOVEMENT COMMANDS

D.27.1 Attention Position
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 Maintain alignment;
 Hold flags securely.

During movement:

Personnel shall maintain:

 Equal pace;
 Proper spacing;
 Correct flag orientation.

Upon command to halt:

The flag party shall:

 Stop simultaneously;
 Restore alignment;
 Prepare for next instruction.

Escorts represent the honour and protection provided to military symbols.

Escorts shall:

 Remain beside the flag bearer;
 Maintain equal spacing;
 Avoid obstructing the flag.

Escorts shall demonstrate:

 Discipline;
 Respect;
 Professional bearing.

Flag handover ceremonies represent:

 Transfer of authority;
 Continuity;
 Responsibility.

D.27.2 Advance Movement

D.27.3 Halt Procedure

D.28 ESCORT ARRANGEMENT STANDARDS

D.28.1 Purpose of Escorts

D.28.2 Escort Position

D.28.3 Escort Conduct

D.29 FLAG HANDOVER FORMATION

D.29.1 Purpose
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Standard Arrangement

OUTGOING FLAG BEARER

│

OFFICIAL AUTHORITY

│

INCOMING FLAG BEARER

The flag shall be transferred:

 Deliberately;
 Respectfully;
 According to command.

Military funerals require solemn and respectful flag handling.

Formation Example

FLAG BEARER

│

ESCORTS

│

HONOUR GUARD

The flag party shall maintain:

 Silence;
 Controlled movement;
 Respectful posture.

Formation Purpose

Three-Person Standard ceremonies

Five-Person Major events

Multiple Flag Party Joint ceremonies

Funeral Formation Memorial occasions

Handover Formation Transfer ceremonies

D.29.2 Handover Principles

D.30 FUNERAL AND MEMORIAL FLAG PARTY FORMATION

D.30.1 Purpose

D.30.2 Special Requirements

D.31 FLAG PARTY FORMATION TABLE
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Personnel shall ensure:

 Secure flag attachment;
 Safe movement;
 Protection from weather damage;
 Respectful handling.

OFFICIAL  MILITARY  FLAG  ARRANGEMENT,  FORMATION  AND  CEREMONIAL 
DESIGN MANUAL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

TROOPING OF COLOURS LAYOUTS, COLOUR PRESENTATION CEREMONIES

AND PARADE GROUND ARRANGEMENTS

Trooping of Colours is among the most significant military ceremonial traditions.

It represents:

 Unit identity;
 Military heritage;
 Loyalty and service;
 Continuity between past and present generations.

The ceremony provides an opportunity for personnel to demonstrate respect for the colours that 
represent their unit.

A military colour represents:

 The honour of the formation;
 The history of service;
 The achievements of personnel;
 The responsibilities entrusted to the unit.

The colour is treated as a living symbol of the organisation.

Trooping of Colours layouts shall ensure:

 Maximum visibility of colours;
 Correct ceremonial movement;
 Proper relationship between command and formation;
 Preservation of military dignity.

A standard Trooping of Colours ceremony shall contain:

 Reviewing authority;
 Colour party;
 Escort;
 Parade formation;

D.32 FLAG PARTY SAFETY PRINCIPLES

D.34 STANDARD TROOPING OF COLOURS PARADE LAYOUT

D.34.1 General Arrangement
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 Marching area.

Basic Layout

REVIEWING AUTHORITY

│

SALUTING BASE

│

COLOUR PARTY

│

PARADE FORMATION

│

MARCHING ROUTE

The colour party shall occupy a central ceremonial position.

The location shall provide:

 Clear visibility;
 Ease of movement;
 Recognition by all participants.

The colour party normally consists of:

 Colour bearer;
 Escort officers/personnel;
 Supporting personnel where required.

Formation Diagram

ESCORT

│

COLOUR BEARER

│

ESCORT

Where more than one colour is displayed:

The arrangement shall follow approved precedence.

D.34.2 Position of the Colour Party

D.35 COLOUR PARTY FORMATION

D.35.1 Standard Formation

D.35.2 Multiple Colours Formation
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Example:

│

FORMATION COLOUR

│

UNIT COLOUR

A colour presentation ceremony marks:

 Granting of a new colour;
 Replacement of an existing colour;
 Recognition of unit achievement.

The standard sequence includes:

Stage 1

Arrival of colour party

↓

Stage 2

Recognition of colours

↓

Stage 3

Presentation by authorised authority

↓

Stage 4

Acceptance by unit commander

↓

Stage 5

Formal parade recognition

PRESENTING AUTHORITY

│

COLOUR PARTY

D.36 COLOUR PRESENTATION CEREMONY LAYOUT

D.36.1 Purpose

D.36.2 Presentation Sequence

D.36.3 Presentation Layout
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│

UNIT COMMANDER

│

PARADE FORMATION

Receiving new colours represents:

 Continuation of service;
 Renewal of commitment;
 Preservation of heritage.

PRESENTING AUTHORITY

│

OLD COLOUR

│

NEW COLOUR

│

UNIT REPRESENTATIVE

Personnel shall ensure:

 Controlled movement;
 Proper handling;
 Formal acknowledgement.

Movement patterns provide structure during the ceremony.

Movement Sequence

COLOUR PARTY FORMS

↓

COLOUR ADVANCES

↓

FORMATION HONOURS COLOUR

D.37 RECEIVING NEW COLOURS

D.37.1 Symbolic Meaning

D.37.2 Handover Arrangement

D.37.3 Respect During Transfer

D.38 TROOPING MOVEMENT PATTERNS

D.38.1 Purpose
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↓

COLOUR RETURNS

↓

CEREMONY CONTINUES

The colour party shall maintain:

 Correct alignment;
 Steady pace;
 Proper orientation.

The movement route should allow:

 Recognition by troops;
 Visibility to spectators;
 Safe movement.

Example:

START POINT

↓

COLOUR PARTY

↓

UNIT FORMATION

↓

REVIEWING AREA

↓

RETURN POSITION

The salute position represents formal recognition of the colour.

REVIEWING AUTHORITY

│

SALUTING BASE

D.38.2 Marching Principles

D.39 PARADE GROUND COLOUR ROUTES

D.39.1 Colour Route Design

D.40 SALUTE AND HONOURS POSITION

D.40.1 Purpose

D.40.2 Layout
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│

COLOUR PARTY

│

PARADE FORMATION

Retirement recognises the service history of colours no longer in active use.

RETIRING COLOUR

│

UNIT COMMANDER

│

HONOUR GUARD

│

CEREMONY AREA

Historic colours may be:

 Archived;
 Displayed in museums;
 Preserved as heritage objects.

Element Requirement

Colour Party Correct formation

Parade Ground Proper layout

Movement Controlled and precise

Salute Correct timing

Transfer Respectful handling

Retirement Proper preservation

OFFICIAL  MILITARY  FLAG  ARRANGEMENT,  FORMATION  AND  CEREMONIAL 
DESIGN MANUAL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

STATE, INTERNATIONAL AND SPECIAL MILITARY CEREMONY LAYOUTS,

D.41 RETIREMENT OF COLOURS CEREMONY

D.41.1 Purpose

D.41.2 Retirement Layout

D.41.3 Preservation Consideration

D.42 TROOPING OF COLOURS CHECKLIST
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DIPLOMATIC FLAG ARRANGEMENTS AND JOINT OPERATIONS DISPLAYS

Military ceremonies involving national leadership, foreign representatives, or multinational forces 
require elevated standards of flag arrangement. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 
and Schedules I-II)

These ceremonies communicate:

 National sovereignty;
 International respect;
 Defence cooperation;
 Military professionalism.

All state and international military flag arrangements shall follow:

1. National precedence

2. Diplomatic protocol

3. Military hierarchy

4. Ceremonial balance

State military ceremonies include:

 Commander-in-Chief events;
 National commemorations;
 Defence Forces anniversaries;
 Military honours ceremonies.

│

PRESIDENTIAL STANDARD

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

SERVICE FLAGS

│

UNIT COLOURS

│

MILITARY FORMATION

D.44 STATE MILITARY CEREMONY LAYOUTS

D.44.1 Application

D.44.2 Standard State Ceremony Arrangement

Act,
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┌───────────────────────────────┐

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

SERVICE REPRESENTATION

REVIEWING AUTHORITY

└───────────────────────────────┘

PARADE FORMATION

The arrangement represents:

National sovereignty

↓

Constitutional authority

↓

Military service

↓

Unit tradition

Events involving the Commander-in-Chief represent the highest relationship between:

 The State;
 The military;
 The people.

Layout

│

PRESIDENTIAL STANDARD

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

COMMAND REPRESENTATION

│

CEREMONIAL FORMATION

D.44.3 Reviewing Stand Arrangement

D.44.4 Symbolic Order

D.45 COMMANDER­IN­CHIEF CEREMONIAL LAYOUT

D.45.1 Purpose
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The National Flag remains the supreme symbol.

The State Standard represents the office of the Head of State and is displayed only according to 
authorised protocol.

International military ceremonies demonstrate:

 Cooperation;
 Mutual respect;
 Shared security objectives.

For two participating nations:

HOST NATIONAL FLAG

│

VISITING NATIONAL FLAG

│

DEFENCE REPRESENTATIVES

│

MILITARY FLAGS

The host nation’s flag receives the primary position because:

 It represents territorial sovereignty;
 It identifies the location of the ceremony;
 It recognises national authority.

Used during:

 Peace support operations;
 Joint exercises;
 Regional security events;
 International military conferences.

Participating flags may be arranged according to:

D.45.2 Honour Position

D.46 INTERNATIONAL MILITARY CEREMONIES

D.46.1 Purpose

D.46.2 Bilateral Ceremony Layout

D.46.3 Host Nation Principle

D.47 MULTINATIONAL CEREMONY ARRANGEMENTS

D.47.1 Application

D.47.2 Multinational Display Principles
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 Host nation requirements;
 International practice;
 Alphabetical order;
 Mission arrangements.

Example:

NATION A

│

NATION B

│

HOST NATION FLAG

│

NATION C

│

NATION D

In multinational operations:

Each participating nation shall receive respectful representation.

No partner nation shall be visually diminished through improper placement.

Joint operations require representation of multiple military components.

│

JOINT COMMAND FLAG

│

SERVICE COMPONENT FLAGS

│

OPERATIONAL UNIT FLAGS

The arrangement demonstrates:

National command

↓

D.47.3 Equality Principle

D.48 JOINT OPERATIONS FLAG ARRANGEMENTS

D.48.1 Purpose

D.48.2 Joint Command Layout

D.48.3 Operational Unity Principle
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Joint military authority

↓

Combined operational capability

Includes:

 Defence attaché events;
 Military cooperation ceremonies;
 International delegations.

HOST NATIONAL FLAG

│

VISITING NATIONAL FLAG

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

MILITARY REPRESENTATION

The arrangement shall communicate:

 Respect between nations;
 Equality of partners;
 Recognition of sovereignty.

│

DEFENCE FLAG

│

UNIT FLAG

│

AWARD PLATFORM

D.49 DIPLOMATIC MILITARY EVENTS

D.49.1 Application

D.49.2 Diplomatic Reception Layout

D.49.3 Flag Relationship

D.50 SPECIAL MILITARY CEREMONY LAYOUTS

D.50.1 Award and Recognition Events
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│

SERVICE FLAG

│

HISTORIC COLOURS

│

CURRENT UNIT COLOUR

Historic flags may be displayed alongside current flags to demonstrate:

 Institutional continuity;
 Military heritage;
 Generational service.

Outdoor ceremonies require:

 Secure flag attachment;
 Appropriate materials;
 Protection from damage.

Lighting shall ensure:

 Visibility;
 Respectful presentation;
 Clear identification.

Flag arrangements should consider:

 Camera angles;
 Public visibility;
 Official recordings.

Requirement Standard

National Flag Highest authority

Host Nation Recognition Required

Military Flags Correct precedence

D.50.2 Anniversary Ceremonies

D.50.3 Heritage Events

D.51 SPECIAL DISPLAY CONSIDERATIONS

D.51.1 Weather Conditions

D.51.2 Night Ceremonies

D.51.3 Media Coverage

D.52 STATE AND INTERNATIONAL CEREMONY CHECKLIST
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Foreign Flags Diplomatic protocol

Joint Displays Balanced representation

Stage Layout Clear visibility

Security Controlled access

OFFICIAL  MILITARY  FLAG  ARRANGEMENT,  FORMATION  AND  CEREMONIAL 
DESIGN MANUAL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

DIAGRAM STANDARDS, TECHNICAL LAYOUT REQUIREMENTS, FINAL

REFERENCE CHARTS AND APPENDIX CONCLUSION

Military parade and ceremony layouts require consistent technical representation to ensure that 
planners, commanders, protocol officers, and ceremonial teams interpret arrangements correctly. (National 
Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Diagram standards provide a common visual language for:

 Planning;
 Training;
 Rehearsal;
 Execution;
 Historical documentation.

A properly prepared ceremonial diagram ensures:

 Correct flag placement;
 Accurate movement planning;
 Clear command understanding;
 Reduced ceremonial errors.

Every official ceremony layout diagram should identify:

1. Flag Positions

Showing:

 Flag type;
 Position;
 Direction;
 Order of precedence.

2. Personnel Positions

Showing:

 Reviewing authority;
 Commanders;
 Flag party;
 Formation units.

D.54 OFFICIAL CEREMONY DIAGRAM ELEMENTS

Act,
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3. Movement Routes

Showing:

 Entry;
 Inspection routes;
 March past routes;
 Exit paths.

4. Honour Areas

Showing:

 Saluting base;
 Reviewing area;
 Ceremony centre.

Represented as:

 FLAG POSITION⚑

Indicates:

 Flag location;
 Flag orientation;
 Display point.

Represented as:

● PERSONNEL POSITION

Used for:

 Commanders;
 Officials;
 Formation leaders.

Represented by arrows:

────────► MOVEMENT ROUTE

Represented as:

 PRIMARY HONOUR AREA★

D.55 STANDARD SYMBOLS FOR CEREMONY DRAWINGS

D.55.1 Flag Symbol

D.55.2 Personnel Symbol

D.55.3 Movement Direction

D.55.4 Honour Position
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Ceremonial drawings shall maintain:

 Accurate spacing;
 Clear proportions;
 Consistent symbols.

Every diagram shall indicate:

 Front direction;
 Audience location;
 Reviewing position;
 Movement direction.

Each layout shall include:

 Ceremony title;
 Date;
 Location;
 Responsible authority.

Standard Planning Template

================================================

REVIEWING AREA

★

NATIONAL FLAG ⚑

DEFENCE FLAG ⚑

================================================

FLAG PARTY AREA

⚑

================================================

PARADE FORMATION

●●●●●●●●●●

================================================

MARCH ROUTE

D.56 TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CEREMONY LAYOUTS

D.56.1 Scale and Proportion

D.56.2 Orientation

D.56.3 Identification Labels

D.57 PARADE GROUND TECHNICAL LAYOUT TEMPLATE
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───────►

================================================

Stage 1 - Concept Development

Identify:

 Purpose;
 Participants;
 Required flags.

↓

Stage 2 - Layout Preparation

Develop:

 Ground plan;
 Flag positions;
 Movement routes.

↓

Stage 3 - Protocol Review

Confirm:

 Precedence;
 Ceremony sequence;
 Security arrangements.

↓

Stage 4 - Rehearsal

Test:

 Timing;
 Movement;
 Flag handling.

↓

Stage 5 - Execution

Conduct ceremony according to approved layout.

Requirement Verification

Flag precedence Confirmed

Flag positions Correct

Movement routes Clear

Reviewing area Established

D.58 CEREMONY PLANNING SEQUENCE

D.59 CEREMONY LAYOUT QUALITY CONTROL CHECKLIST
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Safety zones Maintained

Personnel alignment Verified

Public visibility Achieved

Examples:

 Junior flags placed before senior flags;
 Unit flags given national precedence.

Examples:

 Insufficient movement space;
 Obstructed visibility;
 Crowded ceremonial areas.

Failure to rehearse may result in:

 Timing errors;
 Formation confusion;
 Improper flag handling.

MILITARY CEREMONY LAYOUT PRINCIPLES

Principle Meaning

Honour Highest symbols receive highest respect

Order Layout reflects hierarchy

Visibility Flags must be clearly seen

Discipline Movements follow command

Security Flags remain protected

Continuity Traditions are preserved

CEREMONY PREPARATION

↓

FLAG ARRANGEMENT

↓

D.60 COMMON CEREMONY LAYOUT FAILURES

D.60.1 Incorrect Flag Ranking

D.60.2 Poor Spatial Planning

D.60.3 Lack of Rehearsal

D.61 FINAL REFERENCE CHART

D.62 COMPLETE CEREMONY FLOW REFERENCE
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FLAG PARTY FORMATION

↓

OFFICIAL ARRIVAL

↓

HONOURS AND SALUTE

↓

CEREMONIAL ACTIVITY

↓

MARCH PAST / PRESENTATION

↓

FLAG PARTY DEPARTURE

↓

CEREMONY COMPLETION

Parade and ceremony layouts transform military occasions into organised expressions of national 
identity, discipline, and institutional heritage. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and 
Schedules I-II)

Through carefully planned spatial arrangements, military flags receive the dignity and recognition 
required of national symbols.

A successful ceremony depends upon the integration of:

 Correct flag precedence;
 Professional formation;
 Accurate movement;
 Secure handling;
 Respectful presentation.

The  design  of  a  military  ceremony  is  the  physical  expression  of  military  discipline;  the 
arrangement of its flags is the visible language of honour. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, 
ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

END OF APPENDIX D

PARADE AND CEREMONY LAYOUTS

OFFICIAL DISPLAY, HANDLING AND PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS MANUAL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

GENERAL DISPLAY PRINCIPLES AND FLAG PLACEMENT RULES

D.64 FINAL PRINCIPLE

Appendix E: MILITARY FLAG DISPLAY STANDARDS

Act,

Act,
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Military flags are official symbols representing:

 National sovereignty;
 Defence service;
 Institutional identity;
 Military heritage;
 Collective sacrifice.

The  manner  in  which  military  flags  are  displayed  communicates  the  discipline  and 
professionalism of the Defence Forces.

This Appendix establishes standards governing:

 Placement;
 Positioning;
 Visibility;
 Respectful presentation;
 Protection of military flags.

These standards apply to:

 Defence Forces headquarters;
 Military installations;
 Training institutions;
 Operational locations;
 Parade grounds;
 Ceremonial venues;
 Official military vehicles;
 Naval and aviation environments.

The display of military flags shall always demonstrate:

Respect for the nation, honour for service, and discipline within the institution.

Military flag display shall be guided by six core principles:

The highest-ranking flag shall receive the most prominent position.

This reflects:

 National authority;
 Military command;
 Institutional respect.

Flag placement shall follow established precedence.

No flag shall be positioned in a manner that:

 Confuses hierarchy;

E.2 FOUNDATIONAL DISPLAY PRINCIPLES

E.2.1 Principle One ­ Honour

E.2.2 Principle Two ­ Order
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 Reduces national authority;
 Misrepresents command relationships.

Military flags shall be displayed where they can be:

 Clearly seen;
 Easily identified;
 Properly recognised.

A hidden or poorly positioned flag diminishes ceremonial meaning.

Flags shall always be presented in a manner consistent with their symbolic importance.

They shall not be:

 Neglected;
 Misused;
 Displayed in damaged condition.

Military flags shall be protected from:

 Physical damage;
 Unauthorised handling;
 Improper use.

Flag display standards preserve military traditions across generations.

Official displays shall follow this hierarchy:

1. National Flag

2. Presidential Standard

3. State Flag

4. County Flags

5. Defence Forces Flags

6. Ceremonial Flag Standard

Within  the  Defence  Forces  category,  authorised  internal  military  protocol  governs  the 
placement of joint, service, command, formation and unit flags. (National Flag, Emblems and Names 

 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

E.2.3 Principle Three ­ Visibility

E.2.4 Principle Four ­ Dignity

E.2.5 Principle Five ­ Protection

E.2.6 Principle Six ­ Continuity

E.3 FLAG PRECEDENCE IN DISPLAY

E.3.1 National Order of Precedence

Act,
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Unit Identity

11. Unit Colours

12. Standards

13. Special Military Flags

Where several flags are displayed together:

The senior flag shall occupy the position of highest honour.

The  honour  position  is  the  location  assigned  to  the  most  important  flag  within  a  display 
arrangement.

The honour position depends on:

 Number of flags;
 Viewing direction;
 Ceremony type;
 Location.

Where one flag is displayed:

The flag shall occupy:

E.3.2 Precedence Rule

E.4 HONOUR POSITION RULES

E.4.1 Definition

E.4.2 Determining Honour Position

E.4.3 Single Flag Display
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 Central position;
 Highest visible location;
 Primary ceremonial space.

Example:

│

DISPLAY AREA

Where two flags are displayed:

The senior flag occupies the primary position.

Example:

NATIONAL FLAG DEFENCE FLAG

│ │ │ │ PRIMARY SUPPORTING

Where three flags are displayed:

The highest-ranking flag normally occupies the centre.

Example:

SERVICE FLAG NATIONAL FLAG DEFENCE FLAG

Military flags displayed on buildings shall be placed:

 At prominent entrances;
 On designated flagpoles;
 In official display areas.

Flags shall not be placed where:

 Personnel obstruct visibility;
 Movement becomes restricted;
 The symbol appears secondary.

Military flags shall be displayed with respect to:

 National emblems;
 Military insignia;
 Official decorations.

E.4.4 Two Flag Display

E.4.5 Three Flag Display

E.5 GENERAL FLAG PLACEMENT RULES

E.5.1 Position Relative to Buildings

E.5.2 Position Relative to Personnel

E.5.3 Position Relative to Other Symbols
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Flagpoles shall be:

 Structurally sound;
 Properly maintained;
 Suitable for official use.

Multiple flagpoles should maintain:

 Equal height;
 Proper spacing;
 Consistent alignment.

Flags shall be raised:

 Deliberately;
 Correctly oriented;
 Without touching the ground.

Military flags shall not be:

1. Used as Decorations

Flags are symbols, not general decorative materials.

2. Altered Without Approval

No modification may be made to:

 Colours;
 Symbols;
 Proportions;
 Construction.

3. Displayed Damaged

Torn, faded, or degraded flags shall be replaced.

4. Used Improperly

Flags shall not be used for:

 Commercial purposes;
 Unauthorised activities;
 Political purposes.

E.6 FLAGPOLE DISPLAY STANDARDS

E.6.1 Flagpole Requirements

E.6.2 Flagpole Alignment

E.6.3 Flag Raising Position

E.7 DISPLAY PROHIBITIONS
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Commanders are responsible for ensuring:

 Proper display;
 Compliance with standards;
 Preservation of flags.

Protocol officers shall:

 Plan displays;
 Verify precedence;
 Conduct inspections.

All personnel shall:

 Respect military flags;
 Follow display instructions;
 Report damage or misuse.

Requirement Standard

Correct flag Approved design

Correct position Proper precedence

Condition Clean and serviceable

Orientation Correct direction

Location Appropriate prominence

Security Protected display

OFFICIAL DISPLAY, HANDLING AND PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS MANUAL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR DISPLAY STANDARDS, FLAGPOLE ARRANGEMENTS

AND ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS

Military  flags  are  displayed  in  diverse  environments,  ranging  from  formal  headquarters  and 
ceremonial halls to operational locations.

Each environment requires standards that preserve:

 Visibility;
 Respect;

E.8 DISPLAY RESPONSIBILITY

E.8.1 Command Responsibility

E.8.2 Protocol Officer Responsibility

E.8.3 Personnel Responsibility

E.9 BASIC DISPLAY CHECKLIST
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 Durability;
 Correct protocol.

Military flag displays are divided into:

1. Indoor Displays

Including:

 Headquarters;
 Offices;
 Conference rooms;
 Ceremonial halls;
 Museums.

2. Outdoor Displays

Including:

 Parade grounds;
 Military entrances;
 Barracks;
 Training areas;
 Operational locations.

Indoor displays shall create a dignified representation of national and military authority.

Flags shall be positioned where they are:

 Visible;
 Protected;
 Appropriately elevated.

Military headquarters shall display authorised flags representing:

 National authority;
 Defence leadership;
 Institutional identity.

Standard Headquarters Arrangement

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

COMMAND FLAG

│

E.11 INDOOR MILITARY FLAG DISPLAY STANDARDS

E.11.1 General Principle

E.11.2 Headquarters Display
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OFFICIAL OFFICE

For official meetings:

NATIONAL FLAG DEFENCE FLAG

CONFERENCE TABLE

PARTICIPANTS

Ceremonial halls may include:

 National Flag;
 Defence Forces Flag;
 Service Flags;
 Historic Colours.

Arrangement Example

SERVICE FLAG NATIONAL FLAG DEFENCE FLAG

CEREMONY AREA

OFFICIAL PARTICIPANTS

Senior military offices may display appropriate flags reflecting:

 Office authority;
 Command responsibility;
 Institutional role.

Flags shall:

 Remain proportional to the room;
 Not overwhelm official symbols;
 Be properly maintained.

Certain flags may only be displayed by authorised offices due to:

 Command status;
 Operational significance;
 Ceremonial importance.

E.11.3 Conference Room Display

E.11.4 Ceremony Hall Display

E.12 FLAG DISPLAY IN OFFICES

E.12.1 Senior Command Offices

E.12.2 Office Display Principles

E.12.3 Restricted Displays
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Outdoor flag displays represent military presence and national authority.

They are commonly used at:

 Military bases;
 Entrances;
 Parade grounds;
 Memorial sites.

Military installations should display flags at prominent entrances.

Standard Layout

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

MILITARY FACILITY

Permanent parade grounds shall include:

 Official flagpoles;
 Designated display area;
 Clear visibility.

Where multiple poles are used:

The arrangement shall follow:

 Flag precedence;
 Equal spacing;
 Visual balance.

Example:

FLAG 1 FLAG 2 FLAG 3

│ │ │

Senior Supporting Supporting

E.13 OUTDOOR MILITARY FLAG DISPLAY STANDARDS

E.13.1 Purpose

E.13.2 Main Entrance Display

E.13.3 Parade Ground Display

E.14 FLAGPOLE ARRANGEMENT STANDARDS

E.14.1 Multiple Flagpole Displays

E.14.2 Linear Flagpole Arrangement
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For ceremonial locations:

SERVICE FLAG

│

│

DEFENCE FLAG

Outdoor displays shall consider:

 Wind;
 Rain;
 Sun exposure;
 Temperature effects.

Outdoor military flags should use materials that provide:

 Strength;
 Colour retention;
 Weather resistance.

In harsh environments, commanders should ensure:

 Frequent inspection;
 Timely replacement;
 Additional protection.

Where flags remain displayed after sunset, appropriate illumination should be provided.

Requirements:

Lighting should ensure:

 Clear visibility;
 Respectful presentation;
 Safe identification.

Lighting should:

E.14.3 Central Honour Arrangement

E.15 ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS

E.15.1 Weather Protection

E.15.2 Flag Material Requirements

E.15.3 Extreme Conditions

E.16 NIGHT­TIME FLAG DISPLAY

E.16.1 General Rule

E.16.2 Illumination Standards
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 Avoid damaging fabric;
 Highlight the flag;
 Prevent shadow distortion.

Temporary displays may be used for:

 Exercises;
 Field ceremonies;
 Special events.

Temporary displays must maintain:

 Correct precedence;
 Secure installation;
 Proper orientation.

Item Requirement

Location Appropriate and visible

Flag condition Clean and serviceable

Pole condition Safe and stable

Orientation Correct

Lighting Adequate where required

Security Controlled access

Incorrect Indoor Placement

Examples:

 Flags hidden behind furniture;
 Incorrect ranking;
 Poor visibility.

Incorrect Outdoor Placement

Examples:

 Damaged flags left displayed;
 Unstable flagpoles;
 Improper spacing.

OFFICIAL DISPLAY, HANDLING AND PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS MANUAL

E.17 TEMPORARY OUTDOOR DISPLAYS

E.17.1 Application

E.17.2 Requirements

E.18 ENVIRONMENTAL DISPLAY INSPECTION CHECKLIST

E.19 COMMON DISPLAY ERRORS
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CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

MILITARY BUILDING, INSTITUTIONAL DISPLAYS AND PERMANENT FLAG

INSTALLATIONS

Permanent military flag installations provide a continuous visual representation of:

 National sovereignty;
 Defence authority;
 Institutional identity;
 Military heritage.

They form part of the architectural and ceremonial identity of military establishments.

Permanent flag installations apply to:

 Defence headquarters;
 Service headquarters;
 Military bases;
 Training institutions;
 Memorial sites;
 Military academies;
 Official military buildings.

Permanent flag installations shall reflect:

Authority

The location shall demonstrate official status.

Visibility

The flag shall be easily recognised from appropriate viewing distances.

Integration

The installation shall complement the architecture of the military facility.

Durability

The structure shall withstand long-term use and environmental conditions.

Headquarters represent the command structure of the Defence Forces.

Flag displays shall communicate:

 National command;
 Defence leadership;
 Institutional continuity.

│

E.21 MILITARY HEADQUARTERS FLAG INSTALLATIONS

E.21.1 Purpose

E.21.2 Headquarters Entrance Arrangement
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DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

HEADQUARTERS BUILDING

│

MAIN ENTRANCE

Within command buildings:

│

DEFENCE HEADQUARTERS FLAG

│

COMMAND OFFICE

Military bases serve as permanent representations of national defence capability.

Flag installations shall provide:

 Identification;
 Ceremony support;
 Institutional presence.

FLAGPOLE AREA

NATIONAL FLAG ⚑

DEFENCE FLAG ⚑

SERVICE FLAG ⚑

PARADE FIELD

The entrance display should communicate:

 National ownership;
 Military authority;
 Professional standards.

E.21.3 Headquarters Internal Display

E.22 MILITARY BASE FLAG DISPLAY STANDARDS

E.22.1 Purpose

E.22.2 Main Parade Ground Display

E.22.3 Base Entrance Display
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Service headquarters represent individual branches of the Defence Forces.

Examples include:

 Army headquarters;
 Naval headquarters;
 Air Force headquarters.

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

SERVICE FLAG

│

SERVICE HEADQUARTERS

Service flags represent:

 Specialised capability;
 Professional identity;
 Contribution to national defence.

They remain subordinate to national authority.

Training institutions use flags to reinforce:

 Discipline;
 Tradition;
 Service values.

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

ACADEMY / SCHOOL FLAG

│

TRAINING FORMATION

E.23 SERVICE HEADQUARTERS FLAG DISPLAYS

E.23.1 Purpose

E.23.2 Service Arrangement

E.23.3 Service Identity Principle

E.24 MILITARY TRAINING INSTITUTION DISPLAYS

E.24.1 Application

E.24.2 Academy Display Arrangement
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Flag displays in training environments support:

 Civic education;
 Military heritage;
 Professional development.

Military memorials honour:

 Fallen personnel;
 Historical events;
 National sacrifice.

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

MEMORIAL SITE

│

HONOUR AREA

Flags at memorial locations shall demonstrate:

 Solemnity;
 Respect;
 Permanence.

Flag installations should consider:

 Building proportions;
 Public approach;
 Sightlines;
 Ceremony requirements.

Flagpoles should be positioned to:

 Enhance visibility;

E.24.3 Educational Function

E.25 MEMORIAL SITE FLAG INSTALLATIONS

E.25.1 Purpose

E.25.2 Memorial Arrangement

E.25.3 Memorial Display Principles

E.26 ARCHITECTURAL INTEGRATION OF FLAG INSTALLATIONS

E.26.1 Design Considerations

E.26.2 Flagpole Placement
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 Avoid obstruction;
 Support ceremonial access.

The flag installation should create a balanced relationship between:

 Symbol;
 Structure;
 Space.

Permanent flagpoles should provide:

 Stability;
 Weather resistance;
 Secure attachment systems.

Regular inspection shall include:

 Pole condition;
 Rope and fittings;
 Lighting systems;
 Foundation stability.

Commanders shall ensure:

 Correct installation;
 Proper maintenance;
 Compliance with protocol.

Facility personnel shall monitor:

 Structural safety;
 Cleanliness;
 Repairs.

Protocol officers shall verify:

 Flag precedence;
 Display standards;

E.26.3 Relationship With Architecture

E.27 PERMANENT FLAGPOLE SPECIFICATIONS

E.27.1 Structural Requirements

E.27.2 Maintenance Requirements

E.28 INSTITUTIONAL DISPLAY RESPONSIBILITY

E.28.1 Command Responsibility

E.28.2 Facility Management Responsibility

E.28.3 Protocol Responsibility
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 Ceremonial suitability.

Item Requirement

Location Official and visible

Design Appropriate for institution

Flag order Correct precedence

Structure Safe and durable

Lighting Adequate where required

Maintenance Regularly conducted

Security Controlled access

Poor Location

Examples:

 Hidden entrances;
 Obstructed views;
 Inappropriate placement.

Incorrect Symbolic Order

Examples:

 Service flags above national authority;
 Unapproved institutional flags.

Neglected Infrastructure

Examples:

 Damaged poles;
 Poor lighting;
 Untidy surroundings.

OFFICIAL DISPLAY, HANDLING AND PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS MANUAL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

VEHICLE, SHIP AND AIRCRAFT FLAG DISPLAY STANDARDS

Military flags displayed on vehicles, naval vessels, and aircraft represent:

 National authority;
 Military command;
 Operational identity;
 Institutional presence.

E.29 PERMANENT INSTALLATION INSPECTION CHECKLIST

E.30 COMMON INSTITUTIONAL DISPLAY FAILURES
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Mobile  displays  require  specialised  standards  because  flags  operate  within  changing 
environments.

This section applies to:

 Command vehicles;
 Military transport vehicles;
 Naval vessels;
 Maritime platforms;
 Military aircraft;
 Aviation facilities.

Mobile military flag displays shall ensure:

Recognition

The flag must clearly identify authority and affiliation.

Security

The display must not interfere with:

 Operations;
 Safety;
 Movement.

Respect

The flag must remain properly presented despite operational conditions.

Vehicle-mounted flags identify:

 Command authority;
 Official representation;
 Ceremonial presence.

Command vehicles may display authorised flags according to:

 Rank;
 Appointment;
 Occasion.

Standard Arrangement

VEHICLE FRONT

▲

AUTHORISED FLAG

▲

E.32 MILITARY VEHICLE FLAG DISPLAY STANDARDS

E.32.1 Purpose

E.32.2 Command Vehicle Display
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COMMAND VEHICLE

Vehicle flags shall:

 Be securely attached;
 Remain visible;
 Maintain correct orientation;
 Be removed when not authorised.

Where more than one flag is displayed:

Precedence shall follow:

1. National authority;

2. Defence authority;

3. Command representation.

Example:

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

COMMAND FLAG

Convoy flag arrangements identify:

 Command vehicles;
 Operational leadership;
 Formation identity.

Convoy flags must balance:

 Visibility;
 Security;
 Practical movement requirements.

During operations:

Flags may be simplified where required for:

 Safety;

E.32.3 Vehicle Flag Principles

E.32.4 Multiple Vehicle Flags

E.33 MILITARY CONVOY FLAG DISPLAYS

E.33.1 Purpose

E.33.2 Operational Considerations

E.33.3 Field Conditions
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 Concealment;
 Operational effectiveness.

However, official identification standards must remain protected.

Naval flags operate within maritime traditions and international practices.

They represent:

 National sovereignty at sea;
 Naval identity;
 Command authority.

A naval vessel may display flags at designated locations including:

 Main mast;
 Stern;
 Command position.

General Arrangement

MAIN MAST

│

COMMAND FLAG

│

VESSEL

│

Naval flags shall:

 Follow maritime traditions;
 Maintain national precedence;
 Remain visible during ceremonial occasions.

When docked during official occasions:

Naval vessels may display enhanced ceremonial flags.

Aircraft displays represent:

E.34 NAVAL FLAG DISPLAY STANDARDS

E.34.1 Purpose

E.34.2 Naval Vessel Flag Positions

E.34.3 Naval Display Principles

E.34.4 Port and Harbour Displays

E.35 AIRCRAFT FLAG DISPLAY STANDARDS

E.35.1 Purpose
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 National aviation capability;
 Military identity;
 Operational affiliation.

Aircraft identification may include:

 National insignia;
 Service markings;
 Approved military identifiers.

During special occasions:

Aircraft may display authorised flags or symbolic markings where appropriate.

Official military transport may display flags representing:

 National leadership;
 Military command;
 Official delegation status.

Flags shall:

 Reflect authorised status;
 Follow precedence;
 Be displayed only during approved occasions.

Flags shall be:

 Firmly attached;
 Protected from damage;
 Suitable for movement.

Displays shall not:

 Obstruct visibility;
 Affect vehicle operation;
 Interfere with equipment.

E.35.2 Aircraft Marking Principle

E.35.3 Ceremonial Aircraft Displays

E.36 VIP AND OFFICIAL TRANSPORT DISPLAY

E.36.1 Purpose

E.36.2 Display Requirements

E.37 MOBILE DISPLAY SAFETY REQUIREMENTS

E.37.1 Physical Security

E.37.2 Operational Safety
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Item Requirement

Authorisation Approved use

Attachment Secure

Orientation Correct

Condition Serviceable

Visibility Clear

Safety No operational interference

Incorrect Vehicle Placement

Examples:

 Unauthorised flag use;
 Poor attachment;
 Incorrect precedence.

Maritime Errors

Examples:

 Improper naval positioning;
 Failure to observe maritime customs.

Aviation Errors

Examples:

 Unapproved markings;
 Confusion between national and service symbols.

OFFICIAL DISPLAY, HANDLING AND PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS MANUAL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

FIELD, OPERATIONAL AND TEMPORARY DISPLAYS, INSPECTION STANDARDS

AND FINAL COMPLIANCE GUIDE

Military operations require flag displays that balance:

 Symbolic importance;
 Operational requirements;
 Environmental realities;
 Security considerations.

Even under field conditions, military flags continue to represent:

 National identity;
 Command authority;
 Unit heritage;

E.38 MOBILE FLAG INSPECTION CHECKLIST

E.39 COMMON MOBILE DISPLAY ERRORS
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 Service commitment.

This section applies to:

 Field headquarters;
 Temporary military camps;
 Training exercises;
 Disaster response operations;
 Peace support operations;
 Joint operational environments.

The  absence  of  permanent  infrastructure  shall  not  remove  the  obligation  to  display  military 
identity where circumstances permit.

Field headquarters displays identify:

 Command locations;
 Operational authority;
 National presence.

Standard Field Headquarters Arrangement

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

COMMAND AREA

│

FIELD HEADQUARTERS

Temporary flagpoles shall be:

 Stable;
 Secure;
 Clearly positioned;
 Suitable for environmental conditions.

Flag placement should consider:

 Command visibility;
 Security requirements;
 Wind conditions;
 Movement of personnel and equipment.

E.41 FIELD HEADQUARTERS FLAG DISPLAYS

E.41.1 Purpose

E.41.2 Temporary Flagpole Installations

E.41.3 Field Layout Considerations
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Operational environments may require modified display arrangements.

The principles of respect and identification remain applicable.

Where conditions require:

 Reduced visibility;
 Mobility;
 Tactical considerations;

commanders may adjust displays while preserving official identity.

Operational safety and mission success shall remain the primary consideration.

However:

Operational necessity does not eliminate respect for military symbols.

Joint operations require coordinated representation of participating forces.

Standard Joint Display

HOST NATIONAL FLAG

│

JOINT COMMAND FLAG

│

PARTICIPATING FORCE FLAGS

│

OPERATIONAL FORMATION

Joint displays shall demonstrate:

 Equality among partners;
 Respect for sovereignty;
 Unity of purpose.

Operational flags may include:

E.42 OPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENT DISPLAY STANDARDS

E.42.1 Purpose

E.42.2 Operational Adaptation

E.42.3 Operational Priority

E.43 JOINT AND MULTINATIONAL FIELD DISPLAYS

E.43.1 Purpose

E.43.2 Multinational Principles

E.43.3 Mission Identity
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 Command identifiers;
 Mission symbols;
 Approved multinational insignia.

Temporary displays are used during:

 Exercises;
 Military exhibitions;
 Official visits;
 Commemorations.

All temporary displays shall maintain:

 Correct precedence;
 Secure installation;
 Professional appearance.

Before display:

Personnel shall verify:

 Correct flags available;
 Proper condition;
 Correct arrangement;
 Approved location.

Regular inspection ensures military flags remain:

 Serviceable;
 Correctly displayed;
 Properly maintained.

Inspections should occur:

 Before ceremonies;
 During routine facility checks;
 After severe weather;
 Before official events.

E.44 TEMPORARY CEREMONIAL DISPLAYS

E.44.1 Application

E.44.2 Temporary Display Requirements

E.44.3 Event Preparation

E.45 MILITARY FLAG INSPECTION STANDARDS

E.45.1 Purpose

E.45.2 Inspection Frequency
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Inspectors shall examine:

A. Physical Condition

Checking:

 Tears;
 Fading;
 Fraying;
 Damage.

B. Display Accuracy

Checking:

 Position;
 Orientation;
 Precedence.

C. Installation Condition

Checking:

 Flagpoles;
 Attachments;
 Ropes;
 Lighting.

Category Inspection Requirement

Identity Correct authorised flag

Condition Clean and serviceable

Position Correct location

Orientation Correct direction

Pole Safe and functional

Category Inspection Requirement

Security Protected from misuse

Protocol Compliant with standards

Commanders shall ensure:

 Compliance with regulations;
 Proper supervision;

E.45.3 Inspection Areas

E.46 MILITARY FLAG DISPLAY INSPECTION CHECKLIST

E.47 RESPONSIBILITY FOR COMPLIANCE

E.47.1 Commanders
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 Correct ceremonial practice.

Protocol officers shall:

 Advise commanders;
 Review arrangements;
 Train personnel.

Military personnel shall:

 Respect flags;
 Report damage;
 Follow approved procedures.

A compliant military flag display must satisfy:

1. Correct Symbol

The flag must be officially authorised.

2. Correct Position

The flag must occupy the appropriate ceremonial position.

3. Correct Condition

The flag must remain clean and serviceable.

4. Correct Environment

The display location must support dignity and visibility.

5. Correct Protection

The flag must be secured and respected.

Display Area Main Requirement

Headquarters Authority and command representation

Bases Institutional identity

Ceremonies Honour and precedence

Vehicles Approved mobile display

Ships Maritime tradition

Aircraft Aviation identification

Display Area Main Requirement

E.47.2 Protocol Officers

E.47.3 All Personnel

E.48 FINAL MILITARY FLAG DISPLAY COMPLIANCE GUIDE

E.49 COMPLETE DISPLAY STANDARD REFERENCE
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Field Operations Mission-adapted respect

Memorials Honour and remembrance

Military flag display standards ensure that Defence Forces symbols remain powerful expressions 
of:

 National unity;
 Military discipline;
 Institutional pride;
 Service tradition.

From permanent headquarters to temporary operational locations, every display communicates the 
values of the Defence Forces.

A properly displayed military flag demonstrates:

 Respect for the nation;
 Honour for those who serve;
 Continuity of military heritage.

FINAL PRINCIPLE OF APPENDIX E

The manner in which a military flag is displayed reflects the discipline of the institution, the 
honour of its personnel, and the respect owed to the nation it represents. (National Flag, Emblems and 
Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

END OF APPENDIX E

MILITARY FLAG DISPLAY STANDARDS

OFFICIAL  PROCEDURES FOR  LOWERING,  DISPLAYING  AND  HONOURING  FLAGS 
DURING PERIODS OF MOURNING

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

MEANING, PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY OF HALF-MAST DISPLAY

The lowering of a military flag to half-mast is one of the highest expressions of national and  
institutional respect.

It communicates:

 Mourning;
 Remembrance;
 Honour;
 Recognition of sacrifice;
 Collective grief.

Half-mast display transforms the national and military flag from a symbol of celebration into a 
symbol of solemn reflection.

This protocol applies to:

Appendix F: HALF­MAST PROTOCOL GUIDE

Act,
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 National Flag displays;
 Defence Forces Flags;
 Service Flags;
 Military formation flags;
 Unit Colours;
 Official military establishments.

It provides guidance for occasions involving:

 Death of national leaders;
 Death of military personnel;
 National tragedies;
 Memorial observances;
 Official mourning periods.

The lowering of a flag is not a reduction of honour.

Rather:

A flag lowered in mourning represents the respect of a nation and the institution for those who 
have served, sacrificed, or been lost.

The practice of lowering flags originated from maritime traditions where ships lowered their flags 
as a sign of respect and mourning.

Over time, the practice became adopted by:

 Governments;
 Armed forces;
 Public institutions;
 International organisations.

A flag displayed at half-mast represents:

Respect

Recognition of the importance of the person or event being honoured.

Loss

Acknowledgement of absence and sacrifice.

Memory

Commitment to preserving the legacy of those remembered.

Unity

Shared national or institutional mourning.

F.2 HISTORICAL AND SYMBOLIC MEANING

F.2.1 Origin of Half­Mast Tradition

F.2.2 Symbolism of the Lowered Flag
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Within the Defence Forces, half-mast display represents:

 Honour for fallen comrades;
 Recognition of military service;
 Solidarity with affected families;
 Preservation of military tradition.

The  authority  to  order  half-mast  display  rests  with  the  appropriate  constitutional  and 
governmental authorities.

Such occasions may include:

 National mourning periods;
 Death of senior state officials;
 Major national events.

Within the Defence Forces, authorised military commanders may direct half-mast display for:

 Fallen personnel;
 Military commemorations;
 Defence-related mourning occasions.

Commanders are responsible for ensuring:

 Orders are properly implemented;
 Flags are correctly handled;
 Personnel understand the significance.

Half-mast display may be authorised for:

Examples:

 Head of State;
 Former Head of State;
 Senior constitutional office holders.

Including:

 Serving members;

F.2.3 Military Meaning

F.3 AUTHORITY FOR HALF­MAST DISPLAY

F.3.1 National Authority

F.3.2 Military Authority

F.3.3 Command Responsibility

F.4 OCCASIONS FOR HALF­MAST DISPLAY

F.4.1 Death of National Leaders

F.4.2 Death of Military Personnel
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 Personnel who die in service;
 Personnel who die during operations.

Including:

 Remembrance ceremonies;
 Commemorations of military sacrifice;
 National days of mourning.

Such as:

 Major disasters;
 Events causing significant loss of life;
 Events requiring national solidarity.

The military flag remains a symbol of strength even when lowered.

The position signifies:

 Temporary mourning;
 Permanent respect;
 Continued commitment.

A lowered flag shall never be interpreted as:

 Surrender;
 Weakness;
 Loss of authority.

Instead, it represents:

 Courage remembered;
 Service honoured;
 Sacrifice recognised.

The general procedure is:

1. Raise the flag fully to the top of the pole.

↓

2. Pause briefly.

↓

F.4.3 Military Memorial Events

F.4.4 National Tragedies

F.5 HALF­MAST AND MILITARY HONOUR

F.5.1 Relationship Between Flag and Honour

F.5.2 Half­Mast Does Not Mean Defeat

F.6 BASIC HALF­MAST PRINCIPLE
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3. Lower the flag to the half-mast position.

↓

4. Maintain the position for the authorised period.

The flag should be positioned approximately halfway between:

 The top of the flagpole;
 The bottom of the pole.

Illustration

Normal Position:

▲ │ │  │ │ ▼⚑

Half-Mast Position:

▲

⚑

▼

The exact position may vary depending on:

 Flagpole design;
 Attachment system;
 Environmental conditions.

The essential requirement is that the flag visibly indicates mourning.

Responsible for:

 Correct raising and lowering;
 Proper timing;
 Respectful handling.

Responsible for:

 Advising commanders;
 Confirming procedures;
 Ensuring consistency.

F.7 POSITION OF HALF­MAST DISPLAY

F.7.1 General Rule

F.7.2 Adjustment Principle

F.8 RESPONSIBILITY FOR CORRECT IMPLEMENTATION

F.8.1 Flag Detail Personnel

F.8.2 Protocol Personnel
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Personnel shall understand:

 The meaning of half-mast;
 Required conduct;
 Respectful behaviour.

Half-mast display is a solemn military and national tradition expressing respect, remembrance, 
and honour.

The lowered flag represents:

 A nation remembering;
 A military institution honouring;
 A community standing together.

Through correct half-mast procedures, military flags continue to serve as enduring symbols of 
dignity and sacrifice.

Handling During Mourning Periods (Pages 3-4 of 8).

OFFICIAL  PROCEDURES FOR  LOWERING,  DISPLAYING  AND  HONOURING  FLAGS 
DURING PERIODS OF MOURNING

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

PROCEDURES, TIMING, RAISING AND LOWERING SEQUENCE, AND FLAG

HANDLING DURING MOURNING PERIODS

Half-mast  procedures  ensure  that  all  military  establishments  display  flags  consistently  during 
periods of mourning.

Correct procedures preserve:

 Ceremonial dignity;
 Military discipline;
 National symbolism;
 Respect for those being honoured.

A flag shall never simply be lowered without proper procedure.

The act must be conducted:

 Deliberately;
 Respectfully;
 According to authorised instructions.

Before lowering the flag, personnel shall verify:

 Official authorisation has been received;
 Correct flag is identified;

F.8.3 All Military Personnel

F.11 STANDARD HALF­MAST LOWERING PROCEDURE

F.11.1 Preparation Stage
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 Required duration is known;
 Flag equipment is serviceable.

The flag detail shall:

 Assemble at the designated location;
 Conduct the procedure in a disciplined manner;
 Ensure the flag does not touch the ground.

The standard sequence is:

Step 1 - Raise to Full Position

The flag begins at the normal full-height position.

TOP OF POLE

⚑

FULL HONOUR POSITION

Step 2 - Pause

A brief pause acknowledges:

 National authority;
 The significance of the occasion.

Step 3 - Lower to Half-Mast

The flag is lowered to the authorised mourning position.

TOP OF POLE

⚑

HALF-MAST POSITION

Step 4 - Secure the Flag

The flag is secured and monitored throughout the mourning period.

When the mourning period ends, the flag shall be returned to full honour.

The sequence is:

1. Raise flag from half-mast position.

↓

F.11.2 Personnel Preparation

F.11.3 Lowering Sequence

F.12 RAISING FLAG AFTER MOURNING PERIOD

F.12.1 General Principle

F.12.2 Raising Sequence
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2. Move it briefly to the top of the pole.

↓

3. Secure at the normal position.

The return to full position represents:

 Continuation;
 Renewal;
 National resilience;
 Honour preserved.

The period of half-mast display shall be determined by the authority issuing the order.

Possible durations include:

 Specific hours;
 Days of mourning;
 Periods between announcement and funeral;
 Official memorial periods.

All designated military locations shall follow the same authorised timing.

No unit shall independently alter the duration unless authorised.

When multiple flags are displayed together, protocol instructions shall determine which flags are 
lowered.

Where both national and military flags are displayed:

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

SERVICE FLAGS

The arrangement shall maintain:

 Correct precedence;
 Uniform mourning practice;

F.12.3 Symbolic Meaning

F.13 TIMING OF HALF­MAST DISPLAY

F.13.1 Authorised Duration

F.13.2 Consistency Requirement

F.14 HALF­MAST DURING MULTIPLE FLAG DISPLAYS

F.14.1 General Rule

F.14.2 National and Military Flags
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 Visual consistency.

During international mourning occasions:

Foreign flags shall be handled according to:

 Diplomatic protocol;
 Host nation requirements;
 International practice.

Where ceremonies occur during an official mourning period:

The flag shall remain displayed according to the mourning order.

During parades:

Commanders shall ensure:

 Flag parties understand procedures;
 Ceremonial movements reflect the occasion;
 Appropriate honours are maintained.

Personnel carrying flags during mourning periods shall demonstrate:

 Solemnity;
 Precision;
 Respectful bearing.

Where extreme weather threatens the flag:

Commanders may take protective measures.

If necessary, a flag may be temporarily removed to prevent:

 Damage;
 Loss;
 Irreversible deterioration.

F.14.3 Foreign Flags

F.15 HALF­MAST DURING CEREMONIES

F.15.1 Ceremonial Events During Mourning

F.15.2 Military Parade Considerations

F.15.3 Flag Party Conduct

F.16 WEATHER AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

F.16.1 Severe Weather

F.16.2 Temporary Removal
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After conditions improve:

The flag should be restored according to authorised protocol.

Stage Requirement

Authorisation Confirmed

Flag identified Correct symbol selected

Personnel Properly assigned

Raising Full height first

Lowering Controlled movement

Position Correct half-mast level

Duration According to order

Restoration Returned properly

Error 1 - Immediate Lowering

A flag should not be lowered directly without first being raised fully.

Error 2 - Incorrect Height

The flag should not be placed too low or too high.

Error 3 - Damaged Flag Display

A damaged flag should not remain displayed during mourning.

Error 4 - Inconsistent Implementation

Different units should not apply different mourning periods without authority.

OFFICIAL  PROCEDURES FOR  LOWERING,  DISPLAYING  AND  HONOURING  FLAGS 
DURING PERIODS OF MOURNING

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

MILITARY, STATE AND MEMORIAL APPLICATIONS OF HALF-MAST

PROTOCOL

Half-mast protocol applies across different levels of national and military life.

The practice provides a common expression of:

 National mourning;
 Military remembrance;
 Institutional respect;

F.16.3 Restoration

F.17 HALF­MAST PROCEDURE CHECKLIST

F.18 COMMON HALF­MAST ERRORS
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 Collective solidarity.

Half-mast display may apply to:

1. State occasions;

2. Defence Forces mourning;

3. Military funerals;

4. Memorial ceremonies;

5. International mourning events.

National mourning represents the collective response of the Republic to significant loss.

Examples include:

 Death of a Head of State;
 Death of former national leaders;
 Death of senior constitutional office holders;
 Major national tragedies.

During national mourning:

│

STATE INSTITUTIONS

│

PUBLIC DISPLAY

Military institutions shall:

 Implement authorised orders;
 Maintain consistency;
 Ensure public visibility where appropriate.

Within the Defence Forces, half-mast display recognises:

 Loss of service members;
 Sacrifice during duty;
 Contributions to national defence.

F.20 STATE OCCASIONS AND NATIONAL MOURNING

F.20.1 Purpose

F.20.2 Occasions for State Half­Mast Display

F.20.3 State Display Arrangement

F.20.4 Institutional Compliance

F.21 DEFENCE FORCES HALF­MAST APPLICATIONS

F.21.1 Purpose
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Half-mast may be authorised following:

 Death in active service;
 Operational loss;
 Death of senior military leadership;
 Significant military events.

MILITARY BASE

│

FLAG DISPLAY

│

HALF-MAST POSITION

│

HONOUR AREA

Units shall ensure:

 Correct implementation;
 Proper notification of personnel;
 Respectful observance.

Military funerals provide formal recognition of service and sacrifice.

Half-mast display reinforces:

 Honour;
 Loss;
 Remembrance.

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

FUNERAL CEREMONY

│

HONOUR GUARD

F.21.2 Military Occasions

F.21.3 Military Installation Arrangement

F.21.4 Unit Responsibility

F.22 MILITARY FUNERALS AND HALF­MAST DISPLAY

F.22.1 Purpose

F.22.2 Funeral Display Arrangement
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A ceremonial flag presented during a funeral represents:

 The gratitude of the nation;
 The honour of military service;
 The memory of the individual.

Half-mast display may occur:

 Before the funeral;
 During official mourning;
 During memorial observances.

Memorial ceremonies preserve the memory of:

 Fallen personnel;
 Historic military events;
 National sacrifice.

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

MEMORIAL

│

HONOUR GUARD

During memorial events:

Personnel shall observe:

 Respectful silence;
 Correct posture;
 Appropriate flag handling.

Remembrance ceremonies connect present generations with those who served before them.

F.22.3 Relationship With Funeral Flags

F.22.4 Funeral Timing Considerations

F.23 MEMORIAL CEREMONIES

F.23.1 Purpose

F.23.2 Memorial Site Display

F.23.3 Ceremonial Conduct

F.24 REMEMBRANCE OCCASIONS

F.24.1 Purpose
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Flags shall communicate:

 Continuity;
 Respect;
 Historical awareness.

A ceremony may include:

 Half-mast display during mourning;
 Return to full display during remembrance conclusion.

Military institutions may observe mourning following:

 Death of foreign leaders;
 Loss of allied personnel;
 International tragedies.

Such displays shall follow:

 Government direction;
 Diplomatic protocol;
 International practice.

Where multiple nations participate:

HOST NATIONAL FLAG

│

PARTNER NATION FLAGS

│

JOINT CEREMONY AREA

Deployed forces may observe half-mast procedures to honour:

 Fallen comrades;
 National mourning;
 Significant events.

F.24.2 Display Principles

F.24.3 Relationship Between Full­Mast and Half­Mast

F.25 INTERNATIONAL MOURNING EVENTS

F.25.1 Purpose

F.25.2 Diplomatic Considerations

F.25.3 Multinational Military Events

F.26 HALF­MAST DURING OPERATIONAL DEPLOYMENTS

F.26.1 Purpose
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Procedures must balance:

 Security;
 Mission requirements;
 Respectful observance.

Operational commanders determine implementation within authorised guidance.

Occasion Purpose Authority

National Mourning Honour national loss State authority

Military Loss Honour service members Defence authority

Funeral Recognise sacrifice Command authority

Memorial Preserve remembrance Event authority

International Mourning Show solidarity Government/diplomatic authority

Deployment Honour personnel Operational command

OFFICIAL  PROCEDURES FOR  LOWERING,  DISPLAYING  AND  HONOURING  FLAGS 
DURING PERIODS OF MOURNING

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

INSPECTION, COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS, REFERENCE GUIDE AND

Half-mast  display  is  a  formal  ceremonial  responsibility  requiring  accuracy,  discipline,  and 
consistency.

Inspection ensures that:

 Orders are properly implemented;
 Flags are correctly positioned;
 Mourning procedures are respected;
 Military traditions are preserved.

Incorrect half-mast procedures may unintentionally:

 Reduce ceremonial dignity;
 Cause confusion;
 Misrepresent official mourning intentions.

Therefore, every display must reflect:

 Correct authority;
 Correct timing;
 Correct handling.

F.26.2 Operational Considerations

F.26.3 Command Responsibility
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Commanders shall ensure:

 Mourning instructions are communicated;
 Responsible personnel are appointed;
 Displays comply with regulations.

Protocol officers shall verify:

 Correct flag selection;
 Correct display position;
 Correct duration;
 Proper ceremonial procedures.

Flag personnel shall ensure:

 Proper raising and lowering;
 Correct flag handling;
 Respectful conduct.

Inspection Area Requirement

Authorisation Official order confirmed

Inspection Area Requirement

Flag identity Correct flag displayed

Condition Clean and serviceable

Position Correct half-mast level

Timing Correct mourning period

Personnel Properly assigned

Restoration Returned to full position

Error:

Lowering the flag directly from the top without the formal pause.

Correct Practice:

The flag should first be raised fully, then lowered to half-mast.

F.29 HALF­MAST INSPECTION RESPONSIBILITIES

F.29.1 Commanders

F.29.2 Protocol Officers

F.29.3 Flag Detail Personnel

F.30 HALF­MAST INSPECTION CHECKLIST

F.31 COMMON HALF­MAST PROCEDURAL ERRORS

F.31.1 Incorrect Lowering Sequence
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Error:

Positioning the flag too low or too high.

Correct Practice:

The flag should occupy a visibly recognised mourning position.

Error:

Leaving flags at half-mast after the authorised period ends.

Correct Practice:

Return the flag to full position immediately after the mourning period.

Error:

Maintaining a damaged flag during a mourning ceremony.

Correct Practice:

Replace damaged flags before official display.

Before Display

 Confirm official instructions  Identify authorised flags  Inspect flag condition  Assign✔ ✔ ✔ ✔  
trained personnel

During Lowering

 Raise flag fully  Pause respectfully  Lower carefully  Secure properly✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

During Mourning Period

 Maintain correct position  Monitor condition  Prevent misuse✔ ✔ ✔

After Mourning Period

 Raise to full position  Inspect flag  Record completion✔ ✔ ✔

OFFICIAL MOURNING ORDER

↓

AUTHORISATION CONFIRMED

↓

FLAG INSPECTION

F.31.2 Incorrect Half­Mast Height

F.31.3 Failure to Restore Full Display

F.31.4 Displaying Damaged Flags

F.32 HALF­MAST CEREMONIAL REFERENCE GUIDE

F.33 HALF­MAST DISPLAY FLOWCHART
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↓

RAISE TO FULL POSITION

↓

LOWER TO HALF-MAST

↓

MAINTAIN DURING PERIOD

↓

RETURN TO FULL POSITION

↓

FINAL INSPECTION

Military institutions should maintain records of significant half-mast displays.

Records may include:

 Date of display;
 Reason for mourning;
 Authority issuing order;
 Duration;
 Personnel responsible.

These records preserve:

 Institutional memory;
 Military heritage;
 National history.

A proper half-mast display must demonstrate:

Principle Meaning

Respect Recognition of loss

Precision Correct procedure

Discipline Proper execution

Unity Shared remembrance

Principle Meaning

F.34 RECORD KEEPING REQUIREMENTS

F.34.1 Purpose

F.34.2 Record Information

F.34.3 Historical Value

F.35 FINAL HALF­MAST PROTOCOL PRINCIPLES
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Continuity Preservation of tradition

The  half-mast  display  of  a  military  flag  is  among  the  most  solemn  acts  of  national  and 
institutional remembrance.

It communicates that:

 Service is valued;
 Sacrifice is remembered;
 Loss is acknowledged;
 Honour continues.

A flag lowered in mourning does not diminish the symbol it represents. Instead, it demonstrates 
the depth of respect held for those who have served, sacrificed, and contributed to the defence of the 
nation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Through proper half-mast protocol, the Defence Forces maintain a tradition that connects:

 Past generations;
 Present service members;
 Future defenders of the Republic.

FINAL PRINCIPLE OF APPENDIX F

The lowered military flag is a symbol of remembrance; the restored flag is a symbol of resilience,  
continuity, and the enduring strength of the nation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 
and Schedules I-II)

END OF APPENDIX F

HALF-MAST PROTOCOL GUIDE

OFFICIAL PROCEDURES FOR THE PREPARATION, PRESENTATION AND HONOURING 
OF FLAGS DURING MILITARY FUNERAL CEREMONIES

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

PURPOSE, MEANING AND FUNERAL FLAG TRADITION

Military funeral flag procedures provide a formal framework for honouring personnel who have 
served the nation.

The funeral flag represents:

 The gratitude of the Republic;
 The honour of military service;
 The sacrifice of the individual;
 The bond between the Defence Forces and the people.

These procedures apply to:

 Serving military personnel;
 Eligible former service members;
 Military memorial ceremonies;

Appendix G: MILITARY FUNERAL FLAG PROCEDURES

Act,

Act,
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 Official Defence Forces funerals;
 State-supported military burials.

The presentation of a funeral flag is not merely a ceremonial action.

It is a solemn expression of:

A nation returning honour to those who dedicated their lives to its protection.

The  funeral  flag  represents  the  Republic  and  the  authority  under  which  the  service  member 
served.

It symbolises:

 National unity;
 Public gratitude;
 Constitutional duty.

The flag reflects:

 Commitment;
 Discipline;
 Courage;
 Professional sacrifice.

The funeral flag preserves the memory of the individual’s contribution.

It becomes a lasting symbol of:

 Service completed;
 Honour maintained;
 History remembered.

Military funeral flag traditions developed from long-standing practices of honouring warriors and 
defenders.

Across different military cultures, flags have represented:

 The unit;
 The nation;
 The cause for which personnel served.

G.2 SYMBOLIC MEANING OF THE FUNERAL FLAG

G.2.1 Representation of the Nation

G.2.2 Representation of Military Service

G.2.3 Representation of Legacy

G.3 HISTORY AND TRADITION OF MILITARY FUNERAL FLAGS

G.3.1 Origin of the Tradition
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Over time, funeral flag ceremonies became formalised through:

 Military regulations;
 Ceremonial manuals;
 Defence traditions.

Today, the funeral flag ceremony represents the final recognition of service.

It connects:

 The fallen individual;
 The military institution;
 The nation.

The National Flag is the primary symbol used during official military funerals.

It represents:

 The Republic;
 National authority;
 Collective remembrance.

Where authorised, the Defence Forces Flag may represent:

 Military identity;
 Institutional honour;
 Service connection.

Unit flags may be displayed during:

 Unit memorials;
 Regimental ceremonies;
 Historical commemorations.

National funeral flag procedures may be determined through:

 State protocol;
 Defence regulations;
 Official directives.

G.3.2 Evolution of the Practice

G.3.3 Modern Military Meaning

G.4 TYPES OF FUNERAL FLAGS

G.4.1 National Funeral Flag

G.4.2 Defence Forces Funeral Flag

G.4.3 Unit Representation Flags

G.5 AUTHORITY FOR FUNERAL FLAG USE

G.5.1 National Authority
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Defence authorities determine:

 Eligibility;
 Ceremonial arrangements;
 Personnel participation.

Commanders shall ensure:

 Proper coordination;
 Respectful execution;
 Compliance with approved procedures.

The honour guard represents the Defence Forces during the final tribute.

It demonstrates:

 Respect;
 Discipline;
 Brotherhood;
 National gratitude.

The honour guard may be responsible for:

 Escorting the funeral flag;
 Maintaining ceremonial order;
 Conducting final honours.

Personnel shall demonstrate:

 Silence where required;
 Professional bearing;
 Respectful movement.

The funeral flag is integrated into the wider ceremony, including:

 Honour guard formations;
 Military salutes;
 Memorial observances.

G.5.2 Military Authority

G.5.3 Command Responsibility

G.6 ROLE OF THE HONOUR GUARD

G.6.1 Purpose

G.6.2 Honour Guard Responsibilities

G.6.3 Conduct Standards

G.7 FUNERAL FLAG AND MILITARY HONOURS

G.7.1 Relationship Between Flag and Ceremony
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A military funeral may include:

1. Arrival of funeral party;

↓

2. Presentation of military honours;

↓

3. Flag ceremony;

↓

4. Final tribute;

↓

5. Presentation to family.

Element Meaning

Flag Nation and service

Folding Respectful preservation

Honour Guard Military recognition

Silence Reflection and remembrance

Presentation National gratitude

The funeral flag shall:

 Never touch the ground;
 Never be treated as ordinary material;
 Remain clean and serviceable;
 Be handled with dignity.

The final presentation of the funeral flag acknowledges the sacrifice made not only by the service 
member but also by their family.

The flag represents:

 Appreciation;
 Honour;

G.7.2 Sequence of Honour

G.8 SYMBOLIC ELEMENTS OF THE FUNERAL FLAG CEREMONY

G.9 FUNERAL FLAG RESPECT PRINCIPLES

G.10 FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SIGNIFICANCE

G.10.1 Purpose

G.10.2 Meaning to the Family
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 Remembrance;
 A permanent connection to service.

The ceremony demonstrates that military service is recognised beyond the institution itself.

It represents the relationship between:

 The armed forces;
 Families;
 Society.

Military funeral flag procedures preserve one of the most solemn traditions of Defence Forces 
service.

Through the respectful use of the flag, the nation recognises:

 The life of the individual;
 The value of service;
 The sacrifice made in defence of the Republic.

The funeral flag serves as a final expression of honour and a lasting symbol of remembrance.

Flags (Pages 4-6 of 12).

OFFICIAL PROCEDURES FOR THE PREPARATION, PRESENTATION AND HONOURING 
OF FLAGS DURING MILITARY FUNERAL CEREMONIES

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

PREPARATION, FOLDING AND PRESENTATION PROCEDURES OF MILITARY

FUNERAL FLAGS

The preparation of a military funeral flag is a ceremonial responsibility requiring:

 Precision;
 Respect;
 Discipline;
 Attention to detail.

Every stage of preparation contributes to the dignity of the final tribute.

Preparation shall be conducted by authorised personnel including:

 Honour guard members;
 Flag detail personnel;
 Military protocol officers.

The funeral flag shall be:

 Clean;
 Properly constructed;
 Free from damage;
 Correctly identified;
 Handled respectfully.

G.10.3 National Meaning
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The selected funeral flag shall be an officially authorised flag.

Selection shall consider:

 National importance;
 Military entitlement;
 Ceremonial requirements.

Before use, personnel shall inspect:

Fabric Condition

Checking for:

 Tears;
 Fading;
 Stains;
 Damage.

Construction Quality

Checking:

 Stitching;
 Edges;
 Attachments;
 Dimensions.

Symbol Accuracy

Confirming:

 Correct colours;
 Correct emblem placement;
 Approved design.

A damaged or unsuitable flag shall not be used during a funeral ceremony.

The flag should be prepared in a suitable location that provides:

 Privacy;
 Cleanliness;
 Adequate space.

G.13 SELECTION AND INSPECTION OF FUNERAL FLAGS

G.13.1 Flag Selection

G.13.2 Condition Inspection

G.13.3 Replacement Requirement

G.14 PRE­CEREMONY FLAG PREPARATION

G.14.1 Preparation Area
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Personnel handling the flag shall:

 Wear appropriate ceremonial attire;
 Maintain respectful conduct;
 Avoid unnecessary contact.

Before folding:

The flag shall be positioned correctly with:

 Proper orientation;
 Symbols visible;
 Fabric aligned.

The folding of the funeral flag symbolises:

 Order;
 Respect;
 Preservation;
 Completion of service.

The fold shall be:

 Precise;
 Uniform;
 Conducted by trained personnel.

The  exact  method  may  vary  according  to  official  military  regulations;  however,  the  general 
sequence includes:

Step 1 - Extend and Align Flag

The flag is carefully extended and inspected.

-------------------------| | | FLAG | | | -------------------------

Step 2 - Controlled Folding

Personnel fold the flag systematically while maintaining:

 Straight edges;
 Correct alignment;
 Symbolic dignity.

Step 3 - Final Presentation Form

G.14.2 Handling Standards

G.14.3 Flag Orientation

G.15 FUNERAL FLAG FOLDING PROCEDURE

G.15.1 Purpose of Folding

G.15.2 General Folding Principles

G.15.3 Folding Sequence
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The folded flag becomes a compact ceremonial symbol suitable for presentation.

▲ /\ /___\ |___|

Folding should involve:

 Coordinated movements;
 Silent concentration;
 Ceremonial precision.

Personnel shall avoid:

 Sudden movements;
 Casual handling;
 Unnecessary conversation.

The folding process represents the transition from:

 Active service;

to:

 Honoured remembrance.

The presentation ceremony formally transfers the flag from the Defence Forces to the family or 
designated recipient.

The presenting officer may be:

 A designated commander;
 A senior military representative;
 An authorised official.

The general sequence includes:

Step 1

Honour guard prepares the folded flag.

↓

Step 2

G.16 FLAG FOLDING DISCIPLINE

G.16.1 Personnel Coordination

G.16.2 Movement Standards

G.16.3 Symbolic Importance

G.17 PRESENTATION OF THE FUNERAL FLAG

G.17.1 Purpose

G.17.2 Presentation Authority

G.17.3 Presentation Sequence
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Designated personnel approach the recipient.

↓

Step 3

Flag is presented with dignity.

↓

Step 4

Words of recognition may be delivered.

The folded flag shall be held:

 Securely;
 Centrally;
 With both hands.

The transfer represents:

 National gratitude;
 Military appreciation;
 Family recognition.

The presentation acknowledges the sacrifice shared by:

 The service member;
 Their family;
 Their community.

The presented flag becomes:

 A memorial object;
 A symbol of service;
 A connection to national history.

Principle Meaning

Precision Proper ceremonial execution

Respect Honour for service

G.18 FLAG PRESENTATION POSITION

G.18.1 Ceremonial Position

G.18.2 Respectful Transfer

G.19 PRESENTATION TO FAMILY

G.19.1 Purpose

G.19.2 Family Significance

G.20 PRESENTATION CEREMONY PRINCIPLES
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Silence Recognition of loss

Dignity Formal presentation

Continuity Preservation of memory

Incorrect Folding

Errors include:

 Uneven folds;
 Improper alignment;
 Rushed movements.

Poor Flag Condition

Errors include:

 Damaged fabric;
 Incorrect colours;
 Unserviceable flags.

Improper Handling

Errors include:

 Casual carrying;
 Unauthorised handling;
 Failure to observe ceremony.

The preparation, folding, and presentation of a military funeral flag represent one of the highest 
expressions of military respect.

Through  disciplined  preparation  and  precise  ceremonial  handling,  the  Defence  Forces 
demonstrate:

 Honour for the fallen;
 Gratitude to families;
 Commitment to military tradition.

Tribute Procedures (Pages 7-9 of 12).

OFFICIAL PROCEDURES FOR THE PREPARATION, PRESENTATION AND HONOURING 
OF FLAGS DURING MILITARY FUNERAL CEREMONIES

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

FUNERAL CEREMONY ARRANGEMENTS, HONOUR GUARD PROTOCOL AND

FINAL TRIBUTE PROCEDURES

Military  funeral  ceremonies  provide  a  structured  and  dignified  environment  for  honouring 
personnel who have completed their service.

The flag ceremony forms an essential part of the funeral sequence by expressing:

 National appreciation;

G.21 COMMON PREPARATION ERRORS
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 Military respect;
 Final recognition of service.

Funeral arrangements shall be coordinated by:

 Defence protocol authorities;
 Command representatives;
 Honour guard commanders;
 Family liaison officers.

Planning shall consider:

 Location;
 Order of ceremony;
 Flag placement;
 Personnel movements;
 Family participation;
 Security requirements.

A military funeral involving a flag ceremony may generally follow this sequence:

Stage 1 - Arrival and Preparation

The ceremonial party assembles.

Activities include:

 Honour guard formation;
 Flag preparation;
 Positioning of participants.

Stage 2 - Funeral Procession

The funeral party proceeds according to established ceremonial order.

Stage 3 - Military Honours

Honours may include:

 Salute;
 Silence;
 Formal recognition;
 Ceremonial movements.

Stage 4 - Flag Presentation

The folded funeral flag is presented to the designated recipient.

Stage 5 - Final Departure

The ceremonial party withdraws with dignity.

G.24 FUNERAL FLAG CEREMONY STRUCTURE
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The honour guard represents the Defence Forces and provides the final military tribute.

The honour guard may consist of:

 Flag bearers;
 Escorts;
 Command representatives;
 Ceremonial personnel.

The honour guard shall:

 Protect the dignity of the flag;
 Maintain ceremonial discipline;
 Execute movements precisely.

A funeral flag party may include:

FLAG BEARER

│

HONOUR GUARD ESCORT

│

CEREMONIAL PARTY

Personnel carrying or escorting the flag shall:

 Maintain alignment;
 Move at ceremonial pace;
 Avoid unnecessary gestures.

The flag bearer shall ensure:

 Secure handling;
 Correct orientation;
 Respectful presentation.

G.25 HONOUR GUARD PROTOCOL

G.25.1 Purpose

G.25.2 Honour Guard Composition

G.25.3 Honour Guard Responsibilities

G.26 FLAG PARTY FORMATION

G.26.1 General Formation

G.26.2 Movement Principles

G.26.3 Flag Bearer Responsibilities
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The placement of the flag establishes a visible connection between:

 The deceased;
 The Defence Forces;
 The nation.

The funeral flag may be positioned:

 With the casket;
 Near the ceremonial area;
 At designated honour positions.

The flag shall:

 Remain visible;
 Be treated with dignity;
 Not obstruct ceremonial movements.

The final tribute marks the completion of military honours.

It represents:

 Farewell;
 Recognition;
 Gratitude.

A final tribute may include:

1. Moment of silence;

↓

2. Military salute;

↓

3. Flag removal;

↓

4. Folding and presentation;

↓

G.27 FUNERAL FLAG PLACEMENT DURING CEREMONY

G.27.1 Purpose

G.27.2 General Placement

G.27.3 Placement Principles

G.28 FINAL TRIBUTE PROCEDURES

G.28.1 Purpose

G.28.2 Ceremonial Sequence
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5. Family recognition.

The presentation of the funeral flag is the emotional and symbolic conclusion of the ceremony.

PRESENTING OFFICER

│

FOLDED FLAG

│

FAMILY REPRESENTATIVE

│

HONOUR GUARD

The presenting officer shall:

 Approach respectfully;
 Present the flag carefully;
 Acknowledge the service of the deceased.

The command representative communicates the institution’s appreciation.

Responsibilities:

 Coordinate with family;
 Confirm ceremonial arrangements;
 Represent Defence Forces leadership.

Family liaison personnel ensure:

 Clear communication;
 Respectful interaction;
 Understanding of procedures.

Responsibilities:

 Explain ceremony sequence;

G.29 FAMILY PRESENTATION CEREMONY

G.29.1 Purpose

G.29.2 Presentation Formation

G.29.3 Presentation Conduct

G.30 ROLE OF THE COMMAND REPRESENTATIVE

G.30.1 Purpose

G.31 ROLE OF FAMILY LIAISON PERSONNEL

G.31.1 Purpose
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 Coordinate family participation;
 Provide support during arrangements.

The ceremony shall maintain:

 Order;
 Privacy;
 Controlled access.

All participants shall observe:

 Appropriate conduct;
 Respectful silence;
 Proper ceremonial behaviour.

Incorrect Flag Handling

Examples:

 Uncoordinated movements;
 Poor positioning;
 Inappropriate handling.

Poor Ceremony Coordination

Examples:

 Conflicting movements;
 Unclear responsibilities;
 Lack of preparation.

Insufficient Family Engagement

Examples:

 Failure to explain procedures;
 Lack of coordination.

Ceremony Element Purpose

Honour Guard Represents Defence Forces

Funeral Flag Represents nation and service

Folding Preserves dignity

Presentation Expresses gratitude

G.32 CEREMONY SECURITY AND RESPECT

G.32.1 Security Requirements

G.32.2 Respect Requirements

G.33 COMMON FUNERAL CEREMONY ERRORS

G.34 FUNERAL CEREMONY REFERENCE TABLE
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Final Tribute Recognises sacrifice

Military funeral ceremonies combine discipline, symbolism, and compassion.

Through the careful use of the funeral flag and honour guard procedures, the Defence Forces 
communicate:

 Respect for the deceased;
 Support for the family;
 Appreciation from the nation.

and Final Compliance Guide (Pages 10-12 of 12).

OFFICIAL PROCEDURES FOR THE PREPARATION, PRESENTATION AND HONOURING 
OF FLAGS DURING MILITARY FUNERAL CEREMONIES

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

PRESERVATION OF FUNERAL FLAGS, FAMILY CUSTODY, RECORDS,

INSPECTION AND FINAL COMPLIANCE GUIDE

The presentation of a military funeral flag marks the completion of a solemn ceremony; however, 
the  responsibility  of  preserving  the  flag  continues  beyond  the  funeral. (National  Flag,  Emblems and 
Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

The preserved flag becomes a lasting symbol of:

 Service;
 Sacrifice;
 National appreciation;
 Family heritage.

A funeral flag is not an ordinary item.

It represents:

 The life and service of an individual;
 The honour of the Defence Forces;
 The gratitude of the Republic.

Proper preservation ensures that future generations understand the significance of military service.

Following  official  presentation,  the  funeral  flag  may  become  the  custody  of  the  family  or  
designated recipient.

Family custody represents:

 Recognition of sacrifice;
 Continuation of memory;
 A permanent connection to service.

G.37 FAMILY CUSTODY OF FUNERAL FLAGS

G.37.1 Purpose

G.37.2 Meaning of Custody

Act,
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The recipient should ensure the flag is:

 Stored respectfully;
 Protected from damage;
 Preserved as a memorial object.

The funeral flag should be stored in a location that is:

 Clean;
 Dry;
 Secure;
 Protected from direct sunlight.

Recommended preservation methods include:

 Proper folding;
 Protective casing;
 Archival storage materials.

The flag should not be stored where it is exposed to:

 Moisture;
 Excessive heat;
 Chemicals;
 Unnecessary handling.

Families may choose to display funeral flags as memorial symbols.

A displayed funeral flag should:

 Remain clean;
 Be properly positioned;
 Receive respectful treatment.

Possible locations include:

 Family memorial spaces;

G.37.3 Responsibilities of Custodian

G.38 FUNERAL FLAG STORAGE STANDARDS

G.38.1 Recommended Storage Environment

G.38.2 Protection Measures

G.38.3 Prohibited Storage Conditions

G.39 DISPLAY OF PRESERVED FUNERAL FLAGS

G.39.1 Purpose

G.39.2 Display Principles

G.39.3 Memorial Display Locations
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 Military heritage displays;
 Approved remembrance exhibitions.

A damaged funeral flag should be handled respectfully.

Repairs should maintain:

 Original appearance;
 Symbolic integrity;
 Historical value.

Where a flag can no longer be preserved, retirement procedures should follow approved military 
flag disposal practices.

Records preserve institutional memory and ensure accountability.

 Name of the honoured individual;
 Date of ceremony;
 Unit affiliation;
 Presenting authority;
 Ceremony details.

Funeral flag records contribute to:

 Military archives;
 Institutional history;
 National remembrance.

Inspection ensures funeral flag procedures remain consistent and professional.

Review shall include:

A. Flag Condition

G.40 REPLACEMENT AND REPAIR GUIDANCE

G.40.1 Damaged Funeral Flags

G.40.2 Repair Considerations

G.40.3 Retirement of Funeral Flags

G.41 RECORD KEEPING AND HISTORICAL DOCUMENTATION

G.41.1 Purpose

G.41.2 Military Records May Include:

G.41.3 Historical Importance

G.42 INSPECTION AND QUALITY ASSURANCE

G.42.1 Purpose

G.42.2 Inspection Areas
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Checking:

 Cleanliness;
 Fabric quality;
 Damage.

B. Ceremony Execution

Checking:

 Correct procedures;
 Personnel discipline;
 Proper timing.

C. Documentation

Checking:

 Authorisation;
 Records;
 Reporting.

Stage Requirement

Preparation Correct authorised flag selected

Inspection Flag condition verified

Ceremony Proper military procedures followed

Folding Precise ceremonial handling

Presentation Respectful family transfer

Preservation Proper storage guidance provided

Records Ceremony documented

Responsibility Responsible Party

Authorisation Defence authority

Ceremony planning Protocol officers

Flag handling Honour guard

Family coordination Liaison personnel

Preservation Recipient/family

Records Military administration

Error 1 - Improper Flag Selection

G.43 FUNERAL FLAG PROCEDURE CHECKLIST

G.44 RESPONSIBILITY MATRIX

G.45 COMMON FUNERAL FLAG PROCEDURAL ERRORS
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Using an unauthorised or unsuitable flag.

Correct Practice:

Use only officially approved funeral flags.

Error 2 - Inadequate Preparation

Failure to inspect or prepare the flag.

Correct Practice:

Conduct formal checks before every ceremony.

Error 3 - Casual Handling

Treating the flag as ordinary material.

Correct Practice:

Maintain ceremonial discipline throughout.

Error 4 - Poor Preservation

Allowing damage after presentation.

Correct Practice:

Provide proper storage guidance.

A complete military funeral flag procedure requires:

Honour

The deceased is recognised with dignity.

Accuracy

The correct procedures are followed.

Discipline

Personnel execute responsibilities professionally.

Compassion

The family receives respectful recognition.

Continuity

The legacy of service is preserved.

The military funeral flag represents the final ceremonial connection between a service member 
and the nation they served.

Through preparation, presentation, and preservation, the Defence Forces communicate a profound 
message:

 Service is remembered;

G.46 FINAL FUNERAL FLAG COMPLIANCE GUIDE
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 Sacrifice is honoured;
 Families are recognised;
 National gratitude endures.

The flag presented during a military funeral is not only a symbol of farewell; it is a permanent 
reminder that the individual’s contribution remains part of the nation’s history. (National Flag, Emblems 
and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

FINAL PRINCIPLE OF APPENDIX G

The military funeral flag carries the honour of the nation, the memory of service, and the gratitude 
of generations yet to come.

END OF APPENDIX G

MILITARY FUNERAL FLAG PROCEDURES

OFFICIAL GUIDELINES FOR MILITARY FLAGS IN DIPLOMATIC,  MULTINATIONAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL MILITARY FLAG RELATIONS

International flag protocol establishes the principles governing the respectful display and handling 
of  national  and  military  flags  when  interacting  with  foreign  states,  international  organisations,  and 
multinational forces. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Military flags serve as visible expressions of:

 National sovereignty;
 Defence identity;
 International cooperation;
 Mutual respect.

This protocol applies to military flag displays during:

 Diplomatic engagements;
 International exercises;
 Peace support operations;
 Military exchanges;
 Official visits;
 Multinational ceremonies.

International flag protocol is founded on a fundamental principle:

Every  nation’s  flag  represents  the  dignity,  sovereignty,  and  identity  of  its  people  and  must 
therefore receive equal respect.

Appendix H: INTERNATIONAL FLAG PROTOCOL

Act,

Act,
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A national flag displayed internationally represents:

 The authority of the state;
 The identity of its citizens;
 The independence of the nation.

Military flags represent:

 Defence institutions;
 Service traditions;
 Operational contributions.

They  communicate  the  professional  identity  of  armed  forces  while  remaining  subordinate  to 
national authority.

In multinational environments, flags demonstrate:

 Partnership;
 Shared objectives;
 Collective responsibility.

All sovereign nations shall receive respect regardless of:

 Territory size;
 Population;
 Military capability;
 Economic strength.

Every national flag shall be treated as a representation of an independent nation.

No flag shall be:

 Disrespected;
 Altered without authority;
 Displayed in a manner implying inferiority.

Flag arrangements shall follow recognised protocol rules.

H.2 ROLE OF FLAGS IN INTERNATIONAL MILITARY RELATIONS

H.2.1 Representation of Sovereignty

H.2.2 Representation of Military Identity

H.2.3 Representation of Cooperation

H.3 FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL FLAG
PROTOCOL

H.3.1 Principle One ­ Equality of Nations

H.3.2 Principle Two ­ Sovereignty and Identity

H.3.3 Principle Three ­ Correct Precedence
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Precedence ensures:

 Order;
 Clarity;
 Respectful representation.

Where multiple nations participate, arrangements should demonstrate fairness and balance.

Examples include:

 Defence delegations;
 Military attaché events;
 Official receptions.

Examples include:

 Joint training;
 Combined operations;
 Regional security activities.

Flags may represent:

 Contributing nations;
 International organisations;
 Mission identity.

The National Flag remains the highest representation of state identity.

Military flags represent:

 Defence capability;
 Institutional heritage;
 Service contribution.

They shall always maintain respect for national authority.

Standard Relationship

│

H.3.4 Principle Four ­ Uniform Treatment

H.4 INTERNATIONAL MILITARY FLAG ENVIRONMENTS

H.4.1 Diplomatic Events

H.4.2 Multinational Exercises

H.4.3 Peace Support Operations

H.5 NATIONAL FLAG AND MILITARY FLAG RELATIONSHIP

H.5.1 National Authority

H.5.2 Military Flags
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DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

SERVICE FLAGS

│

UNIT FLAGS

Flags shall be displayed where they can be clearly identified.

All flags shall be:

 Clean;
 Correctly manufactured;
 Free from damage.

Flags shall be:

 Properly arranged;
 Correctly oriented;
 Displayed according to protocol.

Multinational displays demonstrate cooperation while respecting each participating nation.

Example Arrangement

NATION A HOST NATION NATION B

│ │ │

MULTINATIONAL CEREMONY AREA

The host nation’s flag normally receives appropriate recognition due to:

 Hosting responsibility;
 Territorial sovereignty;
 Event authority.

Participating nations should be displayed with:

H.6 INTERNATIONAL FLAG DISPLAY PRINCIPLES

H.6.1 Visibility

H.6.2 Condition

H.6.3 Position

H.7 MULTINATIONAL MILITARY FLAG ARRANGEMENTS

H.7.1 Purpose

H.7.2 Host Nation Consideration

H.7.3 Equal Participation
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 Equal flag dimensions;
 Equal visibility;
 Proper spacing.

Military personnel operating internationally must understand:

 Local customs;
 National sensitivities;
 Protocol expectations.

Flags shall never be used in ways that suggest:

 Political endorsement;
 Disrespect;
 Unauthorised authority.

Correct flag handling demonstrates:

 Military discipline;
 Diplomatic awareness;
 Respectful engagement.

Personnel participating in international activities should receive training on:

 Foreign flag recognition;
 Display arrangements;
 Ceremonial procedures.

Training should include:

 Flag identification;
 Precedence principles;
 Ceremony preparation;
 Cultural awareness.

International  military  flag  protocol  provides  the  foundation for  respectful  engagement  among 
nations.

Through correct display and handling of flags, Defence Forces communicate:

Respect for sovereignty;

H.8 INTERNATIONAL MILITARY FLAGS AND CULTURAL RESPECT

H.8.1 Cultural Awareness

H.8.2 Avoiding Misrepresentation

H.8.3 Professional Responsibility

H.9 INTERNATIONAL FLAG PROTOCOL TRAINING

H.9.1 Purpose

H.9.2 Training Areas
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Commitment to cooperation;

Professional military conduct.

Standards (Pages 4-6 of 10).

OFFICIAL GUIDELINES FOR MILITARY FLAGS IN DIPLOMATIC,  MULTINATIONAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

DIPLOMATIC, MULTINATIONAL AND JOINT OPERATIONS FLAG DISPLAY

STANDARDS

Diplomatic and multinational military flag displays provide a visible representation of cooperation 
between nations, defence institutions, and international partners. (National Flag,  Emblems and Names 

 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Correct display arrangements communicate:

Mutual respect;

Equality among partners;

Professional military relations;

Shared commitment to peace and security.

This section applies to:

Defence conferences;

International military exercises;

Joint training activities;

Peace support operations;

Military exchange programmes;

Official defence visits;

Multinational command headquarters.

International military flag arrangements shall achieve a balance between:

Respect for national sovereignty;

Recognition of the host nation;

Equality among participating partners.

Diplomatic military events require careful flag arrangements because flags represent both the state 
and the relationship between nations.

H.12 DIPLOMATIC FLAG DISPLAY STANDARDS

H.12.1 Purpose

Act,
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During official military receptions, flags may represent:

Host nation;

Visiting nation;

Participating institutions.

Standard Bilateral Arrangement

HOST NATION FLAG

│

VISITING NATION FLAG

│

OFFICIAL CEREMONY AREA

In bilateral events:

Flags should normally be displayed at equal height;

Flags should be of equal size;

Neither flag should appear inferior.

Where military delegations meet:

The arrangement may include:

│

DEFENCE FORCES FLAG

│

VISITING DELEGATION FLAG

Multinational exercises demonstrate cooperation between different armed forces.

Flags establish:

National identity;

Participation;

Operational partnership.

H.12.2 Official Reception Displays

H.12.3 Bilateral Equality Principle

H.12.4 Defence Delegation Displays

H.13 MULTINATIONAL MILITARY EXERCISE FLAG DISPLAYS

H.13.1 Purpose
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A multinational headquarters may display:

HOST NATION FLAG

│

MULTINATIONAL COMMAND FLAG

│

PARTICIPATING NATION FLAGS

All participating flags shall receive:

Equal respect;

Appropriate visibility;

Correct positioning.

Where several national flags are displayed:

Considerations include:

Alphabetical order;

Established international practice;

Host nation requirements.

Joint operations involve forces from multiple nations working toward a common mission.

Flag displays reinforce:

Unity of command;

Shared objectives;

Collective effort.

A typical arrangement may include:

HOST NATIONAL FLAG

│

JOINT FORCE COMMAND FLAG

│

H.13.2 Exercise Headquarters Display

H.13.3 Exercise Flag Principles

H.13.4 Formation of Multiple National Flags

H.14 JOINT OPERATIONS FLAG DISPLAY STANDARDS

H.14.1 Purpose

H.14.2 Joint Operations Headquarters
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CONTRIBUTING NATION FLAGS

Command flags may represent:

Joint headquarters;

Mission authority;

Operational leadership.

They shall not replace or diminish national flags.

At operational locations, flag displays should consider:

Security;

Visibility;

Mission requirements.

Peace support missions often involve:

Multiple nations;

International organisations;

Host communities.

A mission location may display:

HOST STATE FLAG

│

INTERNATIONAL MISSION FLAG

│

CONTRIBUTING NATIONS FLAGS

The host nation flag represents:

Territorial sovereignty;

Local partnership;

National identity.

H.14.3 Command Authority Representation

H.14.4 Operational Locations

H.15 PEACE SUPPORT OPERATION FLAG PROTOCOL

H.15.1 Purpose

H.15.2 Mission Headquarters Display

H.15.3 Respect for Host Nation

ONE47 NATIONAL CIVIC EDUCATION MANUAL SERIES | VOLUME VI

ONE47 National Civic Education Manual Series | Volume VI | 372



Military flags may appear alongside:

International organisation symbols;

Mission identifiers;

Partner agency symbols.

All displays must maintain professional separation and respect.

Official visits demonstrate friendship and cooperation between defence institutions.

A welcome ceremony may include:

HOST NATIONAL FLAG

│

VISITING NATIONAL FLAG

│

DEFENCE FLAGS

Flag arrangements shall reflect:

The status of the visit;

The identity of participants;

The authority represented.

Error 1 - Unequal Presentation

Incorrect:

One flag significantly larger;

One flag positioned lower without justification.

Correct practice:

Maintain equality among national partners.

Error 2 - Incorrect Orientation

Incorrect:

Reversed flags;

H.15.4 Humanitarian and Stabilisation Operations

H.16 FOREIGN MILITARY VISITS

H.16.1 Purpose

H.16.2 Welcome Ceremony Display

H.16.3 Arrival and Departure Ceremonies

H.17 JOINT FLAG DISPLAY ERRORS TO AVOID
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Incorrect emblem direction.

Correct practice:

Verify orientation before display.

Error 3 - Mixing Unauthorised Symbols

Incorrect:

Unapproved political or commercial symbols.

Correct practice:

Use only authorised military and national identifiers.

Requirement Standard

Authority Approved event

Flag selection Correct national/service flags

Size Appropriate equality

Position Correct arrangement

Condition Clean and serviceable

Orientation Correct direction

Requirement Standard

Coordination Confirmed before ceremony

Diplomatic, multinational, and joint operations require flag displays that communicate partnership 
without compromising sovereignty.

Correct arrangements demonstrate:

Equality among nations;

Respect for national identity;

Professional military cooperation.

(Pages 7-9 of 10).

OFFICIAL GUIDELINES FOR MILITARY FLAGS IN DIPLOMATIC,  MULTINATIONAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

FOREIGN FLAG PRECEDENCE, OFFICIAL VISITS AND CEREMONIAL EVENTS

Foreign  flag  precedence  provides  an  organised  system for  displaying  multiple  national  flags 
during international military and diplomatic activities. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 
6-9 and Schedules I-II)

The purpose is to ensure:

H.18 MULTINATIONAL DISPLAY CHECKLIST

Act,
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Respect among nations;

Order during ceremonies;

Clear representation of participating states;

Prevention of misunderstanding.

Flag precedence shall never be interpreted as a ranking of the importance, value, or dignity of  
nations.

Instead, precedence provides:

Administrative order;

Ceremonial arrangement;

Visual coordination.

All national flags represent sovereign states and shall receive equal respect regardless of:

Population;

Economic strength;

Military capability;

Geographic size.

During events held within a country:

The host nation's flag normally receives primary recognition because it represents:

The territory where the event occurs;

The authority hosting the activity;

The national environment of the ceremony.

Visiting national flags shall receive respectful placement reflecting:

The purpose of the visit;

The nature of the relationship;

The official status of participants.

Where international organisations participate:

Their flags may be displayed according to:

Event arrangements;

H.21 GENERAL FOREIGN FLAG PRECEDENCE PRINCIPLES

H.21.1 Host Nation Principle

H.21.2 Visiting Nation Principle

H.21.3 International Organisation Flags
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Mission requirements;

Established protocol.

Large multinational events may involve many national flags.

A consistent arrangement ensures:

Order;

Equal visibility;

Professional appearance.

Approved methods may include:

A. Alphabetical Arrangement

Flags arranged according to the agreed language or official alphabetical system.

B. Host Nation Priority

Host nation displayed in the designated position, followed by participating nations.

C. Established International Practice

Arrangement according to recognised diplomatic or organisational rules.

HOST NATION

│

NATION A

│

NATION B

│

NATION C

│

NATION D

Official military visits strengthen relationships between defence institutions.

H.22 MULTIPLE FOREIGN FLAG ARRANGEMENTS

H.22.1 Purpose

H.22.2 Common Arrangement Methods

H.22.3 Example Multinational Display

H.23 OFFICIAL MILITARY VISITS

H.23.1 Purpose
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Flag displays contribute to:

Formal recognition;

Professional hospitality;

International cooperation.

Examples include:

Defence ministers' visits;

Military commanders' visits;

Ship visits;

Training exchanges;

Staff discussions.

A formal welcome may include:

HOST NATIONAL FLAG

│

VISITING NATIONAL FLAG

│

DEFENCE FLAGS

│

CEREMONIAL AREA

Military vessels visiting foreign ports represent their nation and naval service.

Naval flag displays shall respect:

Maritime traditions;

Host nation requirements;

Port regulations.

During official visits, vessels may display:

National flag;

H.23.2 Categories of Visits

H.23.3 Welcome Ceremony Display

H.24 SHIP AND MARITIME VISITS

H.24.1 Purpose

H.24.2 Maritime Flag Considerations

H.24.3 Port Visit Displays
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Naval identity flags;

Approved ceremonial flags.

Aircraft participating in international activities may display:

National markings;

Approved service identifiers.

Land forces participating internationally may display:

National flags;

Defence Forces flags;

Unit identifiers.

International ceremonies include:

Military anniversaries;

Graduation ceremonies;

Defence exhibitions;

Commemorative events.

Before an event:

Officials shall verify:

Correct flags;

Correct order;

Correct dimensions;

Correct placement.

A multinational parade may include:

NATIONAL FLAGS

│

H.25 AIR FORCE AND LAND FORCE INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

H.25.1 Aviation Events

H.25.2 Ground Force Events

H.26 CEREMONIAL EVENTS INVOLVING FOREIGN FLAGS

H.26.1 Examples

H.26.2 Ceremony Preparation

H.26.3 Parade Flag Displays
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MILITARY FORMATIONS

│

CEREMONIAL AREA

Foreign flags shall receive the same respect as national flags.

Flags shall not be:

Intentionally damaged;

Used improperly;

Altered without authority.

Military personnel shall demonstrate:

Professionalism;

Cultural awareness;

Respect.

Requirement Verification

Event authority Confirmed

Participating nations Identified

Flag order Approved

Flag condition Inspected

Display location Prepared

Personnel briefed Completed

Foreign  flag  precedence  ensures  that  international  military  ceremonies  maintain  order  while 
respecting the equality of nations.

Through correct arrangements during visits and ceremonies, Defence Forces demonstrate:

Diplomatic professionalism;

Cultural respect;

International cooperation.

(Page 10 of 10).

H.27 FOREIGN FLAG HANDLING REQUIREMENTS

H.27.1 Respectful Treatment

H.27.2 Prohibited Practices

H.27.3 Personnel Conduct

H.28 INTERNATIONAL CEREMONY COMPLIANCE CHECKLIST

ONE47 NATIONAL CIVIC EDUCATION MANUAL SERIES | VOLUME VI

ONE47 National Civic Education Manual Series | Volume VI | 379



OFFICIAL GUIDELINES FOR MILITARY FLAGS IN DIPLOMATIC,  MULTINATIONAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

INTERNATIONAL COMPLIANCE, BEST PRACTICES AND APPENDIX

OFFICIAL  INSPECTION  STANDARDS  FOR  THE  CONDITION,  DISPLAY,  HANDLING 
AND COMPLIANCE OF DEFENCE FORCES FLAGS

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

PURPOSE, AUTHORITY AND INSPECTION PRINCIPLES

Military flag inspections establish a systematic process for ensuring that all Defence Forces flags 
remain:

Correctly manufactured;

Properly maintained;

Respectfully displayed;

Compliant with official standards.

The inspection process protects the dignity and integrity of military symbols.

Military flags are not ordinary items of equipment.

They represent:

The authority of the Republic;

The identity of the Defence Forces;

The heritage of military service;

The values of discipline and honour.

Regular inspections ensure that these symbols continue to receive appropriate respect.

These inspection standards apply to:

National Defence Forces Flags;

Service flags;

Command flags;

Unit flags;

Ceremonial flags;

Parade flags;

Training flags;

Memorial flags.

Appendix I: MILITARY FLAG INSPECTION CHECKLISTS
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Inspections ensure that flags maintain:

Correct colours;

Accurate symbols;

Approved dimensions;

Proper construction.

Inspections confirm that flags used in ceremonies meet requirements for:

Appearance;

Cleanliness;

Presentation quality.

Military units must ensure that flags are:

Available when required;

Serviceable;

Properly stored.

Military flag standards shall be established and supervised through authorised Defence Forces 
structures.

Commanders are responsible for ensuring:

Regular inspections;

Proper storage;

Correct usage;

Replacement where necessary.

Protocol officers support compliance by:

Advising commanders;

Conducting inspections;

I.2 OBJECTIVES OF MILITARY FLAG INSPECTIONS

I.2.1 Preservation of Symbolic Integrity

I.2.2 Maintenance of Ceremonial Standards

I.2.3 Operational Readiness

I.3 AUTHORITY FOR MILITARY FLAG INSPECTIONS

I.3.1 Defence Forces Authority

I.3.2 Command Responsibility

I.3.3 Protocol and Ceremonial Officers
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Maintaining records.

Every inspection must recognise that military flags represent:

National honour;

Institutional identity;

Service sacrifice.

Inspections shall verify compliance with:

Official specifications;

Approved designs;

Manufacturing standards.

All military units shall apply uniform inspection standards.

Inspection results shall be:

Documented;

Reviewed;

Acted upon.

Routine inspections verify ongoing condition and compliance.

They may include:

Monthly checks;

Quarterly reviews;

Unit-level assessments.

Conducted before:

Parades;

State ceremonies;

I.4 INSPECTION PRINCIPLES

I.4.1 Principle One ­ Respect

I.4.2 Principle Two ­ Accuracy

I.4.3 Principle Three ­ Consistency

I.4.4 Principle Four ­ Accountability

I.5 TYPES OF MILITARY FLAG INSPECTIONS

I.5.1 Routine Inspections

I.5.2 Pre­Ceremony Inspections
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Military events;

International engagements.

Conducted after major events to assess:

Damage;

Cleaning requirements;

Storage condition.

Conducted when receiving newly produced flags.

They verify:

Dimensions;

Fabric quality;

Stitching;

Colours;

Symbol accuracy.

Level Responsibility

Defence Headquarters Establish standards

Commanders Ensure compliance

Protocol Officers Conduct inspections

Logistics Personnel Maintain storage

Flag Bearers Ensure proper handling

A complete inspection shall consider:

A. Physical Condition

Checking:

Fabric;

Stitching;

Edges;

Attachments.

B. Visual Accuracy

I.5.3 Post­Ceremony Inspections

I.5.4 Manufacturing Acceptance Inspections

I.6 INSPECTION RESPONSIBILITY FRAMEWORK

I.7 MILITARY FLAG INSPECTION AREAS
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Checking:

Colours;

Symbols;

Proportions;

Orientation.

C. Ceremonial Readiness

Checking:

Folding;

Carrying equipment;

Presentation quality.

D. Storage Conditions

Checking:

Protection;

Cleanliness;

Security.

Military flag inspections are based on the principle that:

A respected symbol requires continuous care, discipline, and accountability.

The condition of a military flag reflects:

The discipline of the unit;

The professionalism of personnel;

The respect given to national service.

Military  flag  inspections  provide  the  foundation  for  maintaining  the  quality,  dignity,  and 
reliability of Defence Forces symbols.

Through systematic inspection, the Defence Forces ensure that every flag:

Represents the nation correctly;

Reflects military excellence;

Maintains ceremonial dignity.

4-6 of 10).

OFFICIAL  INSPECTION  STANDARDS  FOR  THE  CONDITION,  DISPLAY,  HANDLING 
AND COMPLIANCE OF DEFENCE FORCES FLAGS

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

I.8 INSPECTION PHILOSOPHY
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FLAG CONDITION, CONSTRUCTION AND QUALITY INSPECTION CHECKLIST

Physical inspection ensures that military flags maintain the highest standards of:

Appearance;

Durability;

Accuracy;

Ceremonial suitability.

A military flag must always reflect the professionalism of the Defence Forces.

Physical inspection shall assess:

Fabric condition;

Construction quality;

Colour accuracy;

Symbol accuracy;

Dimensions;

Attachments and fittings.

Inspectors shall examine the flag material for:

Strength;

Cleanliness;

Uniform texture;

Proper finishing.

Inspect for:

Tears;

Holes;

Fraying;

Fading;

Discolouration;

Excessive wear.

Condition Assessment

I.11 FABRIC CONDITION INSPECTION

I.11.1 Fabric Quality Assessment

I.11.2 Signs of Fabric Deterioration

I.11.3 Fabric Serviceability Classification
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Excellent Fully serviceable

Good Minor wear, suitable for use

Fair Requires monitoring or repair

Poor Replacement recommended

Condition Assessment

Unserviceable Withdraw from use

Construction  inspection  confirms  that  flags  have  been  manufactured  according  to  approved 
standards.

Inspect:

Seam strength;

Edge finishing;

Reinforcement points;

Attachment areas.

Flag edges should be checked for:

Uneven finishing;

Fraying;

Separation of fabric layers.

Areas requiring special attention include:

Hoist edge;

Corners;

Attachment points.

Military flags shall maintain approved proportions and dimensions.

Inspect:

I.12 STITCHING AND CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION

I.12.1 Purpose

I.12.2 Stitching Requirements

I.12.3 Edge Inspection

I.12.4 Reinforcement Inspection

I.13 DIMENSIONAL INSPECTION

I.13.1 Purpose

I.13.2 Measurement Requirements
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Length;

Height;

Ratio;

Symbol placement;

Stripe proportions.

Item Requirement

Flag ratio Approved specification

Overall dimensions Within tolerance

Emblem position Correct location

Segment arrangement Accurate

Border/fringe Correct specification

Colours communicate military identity and national symbolism.

Incorrect colours reduce the authenticity of the flag.

Inspect:

Shade consistency;

Colour fading;

Printing quality;

Fabric dye quality.

Colours shall correspond with approved technical standards.

Inspection shall confirm:

Correct national colours;

Correct military colours;

Correct ceremonial tones.

Examples include:

Uneven fading;

I.13.3 Dimensional Compliance Checklist

I.14 COLOUR INSPECTION

I.14.1 Purpose

I.14.2 Colour Assessment

I.14.3 Official Colour Compliance

I.14.4 Colour Deterioration Indicators
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Bleeding between colours;

Loss of brightness.

Symbols on military flags must remain accurate and identifiable.

Inspect:

Emblems;

Insignia;

Unit markings;

Text elements;

Decorative elements.

Element Inspection Requirement

Shape Correct form

Position Correct placement

Proportion Approved dimensions

Colour Official specification

Detail Clearly visible

Flag accessories contribute to safe handling and ceremonial presentation.

Check:

Pole sleeves;

Hooks;

Clips;

Ropes;

Fasteners;

Finials.

I.15 SYMBOL AND EMBLEM INSPECTION

I.15.1 Purpose

I.15.2 Inspection Areas

I.15.3 Symbol Accuracy Checklist

I.16 FLAG ATTACHMENTS AND ACCESSORIES

I.16.1 Purpose

I.16.2 Inspection Areas
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Accessories shall be:

Secure;

Functional;

Appropriate for ceremonial use.

Before ceremonial use, confirm:

Inspection Item Status

Flag clean ☐

No visible damage ☐

Correct colours ☐

Correct emblem ☐

Inspection Item Status

Proper dimensions ☐

Attachments secure ☐

Suitable for ceremony ☐

Proper storage protects flags from unnecessary deterioration.

Inspect:

Storage location;

Folding method;

Protective covers;

Environmental conditions.

Flags should be protected from:

Moisture;

Excessive heat;

Dust;

Chemicals;

I.16.3 Attachment Requirements

I.17 CEREMONIAL FLAG QUALITY CHECKLIST

I.18 STORAGE CONDITION INSPECTION

I.18.1 Purpose

I.18.2 Storage Inspection Areas

I.18.3 Storage Requirements
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Unauthorised access.

A flag that no longer meets standards should be respectfully withdrawn.

A flag may require retirement when:

Damage affects appearance;

Colours are significantly faded;

Symbols are no longer clear;

Fabric integrity is compromised.

Physical  and  quality  inspection  ensures  that  military  flags  remain  accurate  representations  of 
Defence Forces identity.

A properly maintained flag demonstrates:

Discipline;

Professionalism;

Respect for tradition.

10).

OFFICIAL  INSPECTION  STANDARDS  FOR  THE  CONDITION,  DISPLAY,  HANDLING 
AND COMPLIANCE OF DEFENCE FORCES FLAGS

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

PROTOCOL, DISPLAY AND CEREMONIAL INSPECTION CHECKLIST

Protocol inspection ensures that military flags are displayed and handled according to approved 
ceremonial standards.

A technically correct flag may still fail its purpose if it is:

Incorrectly positioned;

Improperly handled;

Displayed without authority.

Correct protocol demonstrates:

Military discipline;

Respect for national symbols;

Institutional professionalism;

Understanding of ceremonial traditions.

I.19 FLAG RETIREMENT ASSESSMENT

I.19.1 Purpose

I.19.2 Retirement Indicators
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Inspectors shall confirm that:

The event is authorised;

Correct flags are selected;

Display arrangements are approved.

Inspection shall verify:

Appropriate location;

Visibility;

Security;

Respectful positioning.

The surrounding environment shall be assessed for:

Cleanliness;

Order;

Ceremonial suitability.

Correct positioning ensures that flags communicate proper order and respect.

Inspect:

Area Requirement

Height Correct level

Alignment Proper arrangement

Orientation Correct direction

Spacing Appropriate separation

Visibility Clearly displayed

Where multiple flags are displayed, inspectors shall verify:

I.22 FLAG DISPLAY INSPECTION PRINCIPLES

I.22.1 Display Authority

I.22.2 Display Location

I.22.3 Display Environment

I.23 FLAG POSITIONING INSPECTION

I.23.1 Purpose

I.23.2 Positioning Checklist

I.23.3 Multiple Flag Arrangements
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Correct precedence;

Equal respect;

Proper spacing;

Approved sequence.

Parade flags represent the highest level of military ceremonial display.

Inspect:

Flag Bearer

Checking:

Uniform appearance;

Posture;

Handling technique.

Flag Equipment

Checking:

Pole condition;

Finial;

Sling;

Carrying arrangements.

Flag Movement

Checking:

Marching coordination;

Turning procedures;

Presentation position.

Proper handling protects the dignity of the flag.

Personnel shall:

Use trained movements;

I.24 PARADE FLAG INSPECTION

I.24.1 Purpose

I.24.2 Parade Inspection Areas

I.25 FLAG HANDLING INSPECTION

I.25.1 Purpose

I.25.2 Handling Requirements
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Avoid dragging the flag;

Prevent contact with the ground;

Maintain respectful posture.

Requirement Compliance

Trained personnel ☐

Correct carrying method ☐

Proper folding ☐

Respectful movements ☐

Before major ceremonies, flags shall undergo a final readiness inspection.

Confirm:

 Correct flag selected
 Flag condition approved
 Personnel briefed
 Display position confirmed
 Equipment prepared
 Ceremony sequence understood

Monitor:

Flag handling;

Movement accuracy;

Position maintenance;

Personnel discipline.

After completion:

Confirm:

Flag returned safely;

Equipment secured;

Any damage reported.

I.25.3 Handling Assessment

I.26 CEREMONIAL EVENT INSPECTION

I.26.1 Purpose

I.26.2 Pre­Ceremony Inspection Checklist

I.26.3 During Ceremony Inspection

I.26.4 Post­Ceremony Inspection
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Half-mast displays require additional verification due to their symbolic importance.

Inspect:

Official authorisation;

Correct lowering procedure;

Proper position;

Duration of display;

Restoration to full position.

Requirement Completed

Mourning order confirmed ☐

Correct flag displayed ☐

Lowering procedure followed ☐

Period observed ☐

Flag restored ☐

International events require additional protocol verification.

Confirm:

Foreign flags correctly identified;

Precedence arrangements approved;

Equal respect maintained;

Display order confirmed.

Requirement Status

Participating flags confirmed ☐

Correct order established ☐

I.27 HALF­MAST INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS

I.27.1 Purpose

I.27.2 Inspection Points

I.27.3 Half­Mast Compliance Checklist

I.28 INTERNATIONAL AND JOINT EVENT INSPECTION

I.28.1 Purpose

I.28.2 Inspection Areas

I.28.3 Multinational Ceremony Checklist
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Dimensions consistent ☐

Orientation verified ☐

Ceremony team briefed ☐

Command reviews ensure accountability at leadership level.

Commanders should confirm:

Are all flags compliant with regulations?

Are personnel trained in flag handling?

Are ceremonial procedures understood?

Are records properly maintained?

Are replacement requirements identified?

Protocol and ceremonial inspection ensures that military flags are not only physically maintained 
but also properly represented.

A professionally displayed flag communicates:

Discipline;

Honour;

Respect;

Readiness.

of 10).

OFFICIAL  INSPECTION  STANDARDS  FOR  THE  CONDITION,  DISPLAY,  HANDLING 
AND COMPLIANCE OF DEFENCE FORCES FLAGS

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

REPORTING, COMPLIANCE RECORDS AND FINAL INSPECTION GUIDE

Inspection  reporting  provides  a  formal  record  of  the  condition,  compliance  status,  and 
maintenance requirements of military flags.

Accurate reporting ensures:

Accountability;

Continuous improvement;

Preservation of military heritage.

Inspection records provide evidence that:

I.29 COMMAND INSPECTION REVIEW

I.29.1 Purpose

I.29.2 Command Review Questions
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Standards are being maintained;

Deficiencies are identified;

Corrective actions are implemented.

A standard inspection report should include:

Section A - Identification Details

Information recorded:

Unit or institution;

Type of flag inspected;

Flag serial/reference number;

Date of inspection;

Location.

Section B - Physical Assessment

Inspection findings:

Fabric condition;

Colour condition;

Stitching quality;

Symbol accuracy;

Dimensions.

Section C - Protocol Assessment

Verification of:

Display compliance;

Handling procedures;

Storage standards;

Ceremonial readiness.

Section D - Corrective Action

Record:

Required repairs;

Replacement recommendations;

Training requirements;

Follow-up inspections.

I.32 MILITARY FLAG INSPECTION REPORT FORMAT
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Inspection Area Status Remarks

Flag identity verified ☐

Dimensions compliant ☐

Colours accurate ☐

Fabric condition acceptable ☐

Symbols correct ☐

Equipment serviceable ☐

Storage compliant ☐

Protocol standards met ☐

Non-compliance procedures ensure that identified problems are corrected promptly.

Minor Deficiency

Examples:

Small fabric wear;

Storage issue;

Minor presentation concern.

Action:

Correct during routine maintenance.

Major Deficiency

Examples:

Incorrect design;

Significant damage;

Unsafe equipment.

Action:

Remove from ceremonial use until corrected.

Critical Deficiency

Examples:

Unauthorised flag;

I.33 FLAG INSPECTION RECORD TEMPLATE

I.34 NON­COMPLIANCE MANAGEMENT

I.34.1 Purpose

I.34.2 Categories of Non­Compliance
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Severe symbolic error;

Irreparable damage.

Action:

Immediate withdrawal and replacement.

The corrective process shall include:

Step 1 - Identification

Problem identified during inspection.

↓

Step 2 - Documentation

Finding recorded officially.

↓

Step 3 - Correction

Repair, replacement, or training undertaken.

↓

Step 4 - Verification

Follow-up inspection confirms compliance.

Replacement ensures that only serviceable flags are used.

A flag should be considered for replacement when:

Damage affects appearance;

Colours are significantly faded;

Construction has failed;

Symbols are no longer clear.

Records should include:

Date withdrawn;

Reason for replacement;

Replacement date;

I.35 CORRECTIVE ACTION PROCEDURE

I.36 FLAG REPLACEMENT MANAGEMENT

I.36.1 Purpose

I.36.2 Replacement Indicators

I.36.3 Replacement Records
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Disposal or retirement details.

Inspection results should contribute to improving military flag management.

Where deficiencies are identified, training may include:

Flag handling;

Ceremonial procedures;

Storage practices;

Protocol awareness.

Before approval, confirm:

 Flag is officially authorised
 Flag meets technical standards
 Flag condition is acceptable
 Symbols and colours are accurate
 Display procedures are correct
 Personnel understand responsibilities
 Records are completed
 Corrective actions are addressed

Military flag inspections protect one of the most important symbols of Defence Forces identity.

Through systematic inspection, documentation, and continuous improvement, the Defence Forces 
ensure that every flag remains:

Accurate in representation;

Professional in appearance;

Respectful in display;

Ready for ceremonial duty.

The  discipline  applied  to  flag  inspection  reflects  the  broader  discipline  expected  of  military 
service.

FINAL PRINCIPLE OF APPENDIX I

The careful inspection of a military flag is an act of respect for the nation, the Defence Forces, and 
all  who have  served  under  its  symbol. (National  Flag,  Emblems and Names   2027,  ss.  6-9  and 
Schedules I-II)

END OF APPENDIX I

I.37 TRAINING AND CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT

I.37.1 Purpose

I.37.2 Training Areas

I.38 FINAL MILITARY FLAG INSPECTION CHECKLIST

Act,
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MILITARY FLAG INSPECTION CHECKLISTS

OFFICIAL  REFERENCE  DEFINITIONS  FOR  MILITARY  FLAGS,  CEREMONIAL 
PRACTICE, DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND PROTOCOL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

This glossary provides standard definitions for terms used throughout the Defence Forces Flags, 
Military Heritage and Ceremonial Practice Manual. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-
9 and Schedules I-II)

Its purpose is to ensure a common understanding of:

Military flag terminology;

Ceremonial expressions;

Vexillological concepts;

Technical design language;

Protocol procedures.

Military flags operate at the intersection of:

National identity;

Military tradition;

Engineering standards;

Ceremonial practice.

Clear terminology ensures that personnel, designers, manufacturers, historians, and administrators 
interpret  flag  requirements  consistently. (National  Flag,  Emblems and Names  2027,  ss.  6-9  and 
Schedules I-II)

This glossary applies to:

Defence Forces personnel;

Protocol officers;

Flag custodians;

Manufacturers;

Government institutions;

Educational programmes;

Researchers.

Appendix J: GLOSSARY OF MILITARY AND
VEXILLOLOGICAL TERMS

Act,

Act,
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A military flag is not simply a coloured piece of fabric.

It represents:

Institutional identity;

Command authority;

Service history;

Collective values.

Therefore, military flag terminology reflects both practical and symbolic meanings.

Military flag terminology contains two interconnected categories:

Technical Language

Relating to:

Dimensions;

Materials;

Construction;

Manufacturing.

Ceremonial Language

Relating to:

Display;

Honour;

Parade;

Presentation;

Tradition.

Definition:

A distinctive piece of fabric or material bearing colours, symbols, or designs used to represent a  
nation, organisation, institution, or military formation. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 
6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Military Meaning:

J.2 UNDERSTANDING MILITARY FLAG LANGUAGE

J.2.1 Military Flags as Symbols

J.2.2 Technical and Ceremonial Language

J.3 FUNDAMENTAL FLAG TERMS

J.3.1 Flag

Act,
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A visible representation of authority, identity, and honour.

Definition:

An  officially  authorised  flag  representing  a  defence  institution,  service  branch,  command, 
formation, or unit.

Purpose:

To identify military organisations and preserve institutional heritage.

Definition:

The official symbol representing a sovereign state.

Military Application:

The highest national symbol displayed by Defence Forces.

Definition:

A flag representing a specific military branch or service.

Examples include:

Army;

Navy;

Air Force;

Joint Defence structures.

Definition:

A flag representing a specific military formation, regiment, battalion, squadron, or unit.

Definition:

The side of the flag nearest the attachment point or flagpole.

Definition:

The free edge of the flag opposite the hoist.

J.3.2 Military Flag

J.3.3 National Flag

J.3.4 Service Flag

J.3.5 Unit Flag

J.4 FLAG STRUCTURAL TERMS

J.4.1 Hoist

J.4.2 Fly
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Definition:

A rectangular area, usually located in the upper corner near the hoist,  containing a symbol or 
secondary design element.

Definition:

The main background area of a flag.

Definition:

A symbol, emblem, or design element placed on the field of a flag.

Definition:

A symbolic graphic element representing an institution, nation, value, or historical identity.

Definition:

A group of military personnel assigned to carry and present flags during ceremonies.

Definition:

A designated person responsible for carrying a flag during ceremonial events.

Definition:

A  ceremonial  military  formation  assigned  to  provide  respect  and  recognition  during  official 
events.

Definition:

A flag specifically prepared and used during military parades and formal ceremonies.

Definition:

A formal ceremony involving the display, recognition, or transfer of military flags.

J.4.3 Canton

J.4.4 Field

J.4.5 Charge

J.4.6 Emblem

J.5 CEREMONIAL FLAG TERMS

J.5.1 Colour Party

J.5.2 Flag Bearer

J.5.3 Honour Guard

J.5.4 Parade Flag

J.5.5 Presentation of Colours
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Definition:

A traditional military term referring to official unit or formation flags.

Definition:

Former military flags preserved because of historical significance.

Definition:

A formal process of withdrawing a military flag from active service while preserving its honour 
and history.

Definition:

Personnel assigned to protect and accompany a flag during ceremonial movements.

Definition:

An authorised person responsible for the care, storage, and accountability of a military flag.

Definition:

An official record of flags owned, assigned, stored, or retired by an institution.

Definition:

A formal examination to verify a flag’s condition, accuracy, and compliance with standards.

Definition:

The respectful withdrawal of a flag that is no longer suitable for active use.

Definition:

J.6 MILITARY FLAG HONOUR TERMS

J.6.1 Colours

J.6.2 Old Colours

J.6.3 Retirement of Colours

J.6.4 Escort of Honour

J.7 FLAG MANAGEMENT TERMS

J.7.1 Flag Custodian

J.7.2 Flag Inventory

J.7.3 Flag Inspection

J.7.4 Flag Retirement

J.8 BASIC VEXILLOLOGICAL FOUNDATION

J.8.1 Vexillology
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The study of flags, including their history, symbolism, design, construction, and usage.

Definition:

A person who studies or specialises in the analysis of flags.

Definition:

A structured framework defining:

Colours;

Symbols;

Proportions;

Construction rules;

Usage standards.

The ONE47 Flag System requires precise terminology because it integrates:

National symbolism;

County representation;

Defence Forces identity;

Ceremonial standards;

Technical construction requirements.

A shared vocabulary ensures that all users understand the meaning and application of each flag 
element.

Military  and  vexillological  terminology  provides  the  foundation  for  accurate  communication 
throughout the Defence Forces flag system.

Understanding these terms ensures:

Correct interpretation;

Proper implementation;

Respectful ceremonial practice.

OFFICIAL  REFERENCE  DEFINITIONS  FOR  MILITARY  FLAGS,  CEREMONIAL 
PRACTICE, DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND PROTOCOL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

MILITARY FLAG TERMS AND CEREMONIAL EXPRESSIONS

Military flag terminology reflects centuries of tradition, discipline, and ceremonial practice.

J.8.2 Vexillologist

J.8.3 Flag Design System

J.9 IMPORTANCE OF THE GLOSSARY TO THE ONE47 FLAG SYSTEM
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These terms describe:

The role of flags in military institutions;

The procedures surrounding their use;

The responsibilities of personnel entrusted with their care.

Within Defence Forces, flags represent:

Command identity;

Unit heritage;

Operational history;

National service.

The language surrounding military flags therefore combines practical procedures with traditions 
of honour and respect.

Definition:

A traditional military term referring to official flags carried by armed forces units and formations.

Meaning:

The Colours represent the identity, honour, and achievements of the military organisation.

Definition:

Official flags associated with a military regiment or equivalent formation.

Purpose:

To preserve:

Unit history;

Battle honours;

Collective identity.

Definition:

The national flag carried or displayed during military ceremonies.

Purpose:

To represent the sovereignty and authority of the Republic.

J.12 MILITARY FLAG AND COLOUR TERMS

J.12.1 Colours

J.12.2 Regimental Colours

J.12.3 National Colour
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Definition:

A flag representing a specific branch of the Defence Forces.

Examples:

Army Colour;

Naval Colour;

Air Force Colour;

Joint Service Colour.

Definition:

A flag identifying the authority or presence of a senior military commander.

Purpose:

To represent command responsibility and leadership authority.

Definition:

A ceremonial group responsible for carrying and presenting military flags.

Definition:

Personnel assigned to protect, accompany, and honour military flags during ceremonies.

Definition:

A trained individual responsible for carrying a flag during ceremonial activities.

Definition:

Personnel assigned to accompany a flag and provide ceremonial protection.

Definition:

The officer responsible for coordinating military ceremonial movements during parades.

J.12.4 Service Colour

J.12.5 Command Flag

J.13 CEREMONIAL PERSONNEL TERMS

J.13.1 Colour Party

J.13.2 Colour Guard

J.13.3 Flag Bearer

J.13.4 Escort

J.13.5 Parade Commander
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Definition:

A ceremonial movement where flags are brought forward into a designated position.

Definition:

The formal movement of flags or ceremonial personnel into an event area.

Definition:

The formal withdrawal of flags or ceremonial personnel from an event area.

Definition:

A ceremonial action where flags are displayed in a position of honour.

Definition:

The formal lowering of a flag as a sign of respect, transition, or conclusion of a ceremony.

Definition:

The formal raising of a flag to begin official display.

Definition:

A formal military event involving the presentation, recognition, or honouring of flags.

Definition:

A ceremonial parade involving the display and movement of military colours.

Definition:

A formal ceremony dedicating military flags for official service.

J.14 CEREMONIAL MOVEMENT TERMS

J.14.1 Advance of Colours

J.14.2 March On

J.14.3 March Off

J.14.4 Presenting the Colours

J.14.5 Lowering of Colours

J.14.6 Raising of Colours

J.15 FLAG CEREMONY TERMS

J.15.1 Colour Ceremony

J.15.2 Trooping of Colours

J.15.3 Consecration of Colours
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Definition:

The official awarding or handing over of military flags to a unit or formation.

Definition:

A formal ceremony marking the withdrawal of a military flag from active service.

Definition:

A formal military gesture recognising authority, honour, or respect.

Definition:

A ceremonial honour given during official military occasions.

Definition:

The recognition and respect given to a flag as a representation of national or military identity.

Definition:

The responsibility to safeguard the dignity, security, and proper use of a military flag.

Definition:

A flag used during military funeral ceremonies to honour deceased service personnel.

Definition:

A formal procedure where a flag is folded according to established ceremonial practice.

Definition:

The ceremonial transfer of a folded funeral flag to an authorised recipient.

J.15.4 Presentation of Colours

J.15.5 Retirement of Colours

J.16 FLAG HONOUR AND RESPECT TERMS

J.16.1 Salute

J.16.2 General Salute

J.16.3 Flag Honour

J.16.4 Symbolic Protection

J.17 FUNERAL AND MEMORIAL TERMS

J.17.1 Funeral Flag

J.17.2 Flag Folding Ceremony

J.17.3 Flag Presentation
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Definition:

The respectful exhibition of a flag to commemorate service or sacrifice.

Definition:

A pole or support used to carry or display a flag.

Definition:

The decorative or symbolic element attached to the top of a flagstaff.

Definition:

A traditional pointed staff used for carrying certain military colours.

Definition:

Decorative material attached to the edge of ceremonial flags.

Purpose:

To enhance ceremonial appearance and distinguish formal flags.

Definition:

A decorative attachment displaying honours, achievements, or historical recognition.

Definition:

Official responsibility for the protection and maintenance of a military flag.

Definition:

The obligation to maintain records and ensure proper control of flags.

Definition:

J.17.4 Memorial Display

J.18 PARADE AND CEREMONIAL EQUIPMENT TERMS

J.18.1 Flagstaff

J.18.2 Finial

J.18.3 Pike

J.18.4 Fringe

J.18.5 Streamer

J.19 MILITARY FLAG ACCOUNTABILITY TERMS

J.19.1 Custody

J.19.2 Accountability

J.19.3 Flag Register
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An official document recording details of authorised flags.

Definition:

A unique identification reference assigned to a military flag.

Military flag terminology preserves the traditions and procedures that allow Defence Forces to 
honour their symbols correctly.

Understanding these expressions ensures that:

Ceremonies are conducted accurately;

Personnel perform their responsibilities professionally;

Military heritage is preserved.

OFFICIAL  REFERENCE  DEFINITIONS  FOR  MILITARY  FLAGS,  CEREMONIAL 
PRACTICE, DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND PROTOCOL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

VEXILLOLOGICAL, TECHNICAL AND MANUFACTURING TERMS

Vexillological  and  technical  terminology provides  the  foundation  for  the  professional  design, 
production, evaluation, and preservation of military flags. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, 
ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

These terms ensure that:

Designers communicate accurately;

Manufacturers produce approved flags;

Inspectors evaluate compliance consistently;

Users understand technical requirements.

A military flag must satisfy both:

Symbolic Requirements

Including:

Meaning;

Identity;

Heritage;

Institutional values.

Technical Requirements

Including:

Dimensions;

Materials;

J.19.4 Flag Inventory Number

Act,
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Construction;

Durability.

Definition:

The  scientific  and  historical  study  of  flags,  including  their  design,  symbolism,  classification, 
usage, and cultural significance.

Definition:

The practical art and process of designing flags.

Includes:

Symbol creation;

Colour selection;

Pattern arrangement;

Technical preparation.

Definition:

A complete framework governing:

Visual identity;

Symbol placement;

Colour standards;

Construction rules;

Usage requirements.

Definition:

The relationship between the height and length of a flag.

Example:

A 2:3 ratio means:

Height = 2 units;

Length = 3 units.

J.22 VEXILLOLOGICAL TERMS

J.22.1 Vexillology

J.22.2 Vexillography

J.22.3 Flag Design System

J.22.4 Flag Proportion

ONE47 NATIONAL CIVIC EDUCATION MANUAL SERIES | VOLUME VI

ONE47 National Civic Education Manual Series | Volume VI | 412



Definition:

The numerical relationship between a flag’s vertical and horizontal dimensions.

Definition:

A balanced arrangement of elements within a flag design.

Definition:

The use of visual elements to communicate values, history, identity, or principles.

Definition:

The vertical edge attached to the flagpole or mounting system.

Definition:

The outer edge that moves freely when the flag is displayed.

Definition:

A reinforced section along the hoist edge used for attachment.

Definition:

A reinforced fabric channel allowing a flag to slide onto a pole.

Definition:

Additional material added to strengthen areas exposed to stress.

Definition:

A stitched connection joining sections of fabric.

Definition:

J.22.5 Aspect Ratio

J.22.6 Symmetry

J.22.7 Symbolism

J.23 FLAG CONSTRUCTION TERMS

J.23.1 Hoist Edge

J.23.2 Fly Edge

J.23.3 Header

J.23.4 Sleeve

J.23.5 Reinforcement

J.23.6 Seam

J.23.7 Double Stitching
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A construction method using additional stitching for increased durability.

Definition:

The approved description of the material used to manufacture a flag.

May include:

Fibre type;

Weight;

Strength;

Finish.

Definition:

A durable synthetic material commonly used for outdoor flags.

Advantages:

Weather resistance;

Colour retention;

Durability.

Definition:

A lightweight synthetic fabric known for:

Bright appearance;

Wind responsiveness;

Smooth finish.

Definition:

A printing process where colour is embedded into fabric fibres using heat.

Definition:

A method where designs are created by stitching thread directly onto fabric.

J.24 MATERIAL AND MANUFACTURING TERMS

J.24.1 Fabric Specification

J.24.2 Polyester Fabric

J.24.3 Nylon Fabric

J.24.4 Dye­Sublimation Printing

J.24.5 Embroidery
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Definition:

A construction method where pieces of fabric are attached to create symbols or patterns.

Definition:

An approved reference defining the exact appearance of a colour.

Definition:

A numerical or digital reference used to identify colours.

Examples:

HEX;

RGB;

CMYK;

Pantone.

Definition:

The ability of fabric colours to resist fading or deterioration.

Definition:

The visual difference between colours or design elements.

Definition:

The main coloured area upon which symbols or patterns are placed.

Definition:

A measurement framework used to accurately reproduce a flag design.

Definition:

J.24.6 Appliqué

J.25 COLOUR AND GRAPHIC TERMS

J.25.1 Colour Standard

J.25.2 Colour Code

J.25.3 Colourfastness

J.25.4 Contrast

J.25.5 Background Field

J.26 TECHNICAL DRAWING TERMS

J.26.1 Construction Grid

J.26.2 Base Unit
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A standard measurement unit used to calculate all flag dimensions.

Definition:

A method of locating design elements using numerical positions.

Definition:

An approved guide used for producing consistent flag designs.

Definition:

A technical illustration showing dimensions, proportions, and construction requirements.

Definition:

The systematic process of ensuring that flags meet approved standards.

Definition:

The inspection process used to identify defects before acceptance.

Definition:

The permitted variation from approved measurements.

Definition:

An initial sample produced for evaluation before full production.

Definition:

The approved requirements that every manufactured flag must meet.

Definition:

J.26.3 Coordinate System

J.26.4 Template

J.26.5 Engineering Drawing

J.27 QUALITY CONTROL TERMS

J.27.1 Quality Assurance

J.27.2 Quality Control

J.27.3 Manufacturing Tolerance

J.27.4 Prototype Flag

J.27.5 Production Standard

J.28 ONE47 FLAG SYSTEM TECHNICAL TERMS

J.28.1 ONE47 Circular Representation
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The  symbolic  circular  arrangement  representing  Kenya’s  forty-seven  counties  as  equal 
components of national unity.

Definition:

An equal division within the ONE47 circular emblem representing one county.

Definition:

The concept that all counties form a continuous, connected national structure without hierarchy.

Definition:

The intentional arrangement of national colours within the circular emblem according to approved 
artistic and symbolic criteria.

Technical and vexillological terminology allows military flags to be designed, manufactured, and 
maintained with precision.

A common technical language ensures:

Accurate reproduction;

Consistent quality;

Preservation of symbolic meaning.

OFFICIAL  REFERENCE  DEFINITIONS  FOR  MILITARY  FLAGS,  CEREMONIAL 
PRACTICE, DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND PROTOCOL

CEREMONIAL PRACTICE MANUAL

PROTOCOL, HERITAGE AND REFERENCE DEFINITIONS

Protocol and heritage terminology defines the practices that  preserve the dignity,  history,  and 
ceremonial importance of military flags.

These terms explain:

How flags are respected;

How traditions are maintained;

How military identity is transferred across generations.

Military flags preserve institutional memory.

They connect:

Past generations of service;

Present military personnel;

Future custodians of national defence traditions.

J.28.2 County Segment

J.28.3 Circular Unity Principle

J.28.4 Official Colour Distribution
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Definition:

The established rules governing the display, handling, precedence, and use of flags.

Purpose:

To ensure respectful and consistent treatment of official symbols.

Definition:

The established arrangement determining the order in which flags are displayed during official 
occasions.

Purpose:

To create ceremonial order while respecting the status of represented institutions.

Definition:

The accepted standards of respectful behaviour associated with flags.

Includes:

Display;

Handling;

Storage;

Disposal.

Definition:

The official approval permitting a flag to be displayed in a specific context.

Definition:

An authorised official responsible for advising on flag arrangements and ceremonial compliance.

Definition:

A formal event conducted according to established traditions and procedures.

J.31 FLAG PROTOCOL TERMS

J.31.1 Flag Protocol

J.31.2 Order of Precedence

J.31.3 Flag Etiquette

J.31.4 Display Authority

J.31.5 Flag Protocol Officer

J.32 CEREMONIAL PROCEDURE TERMS

J.32.1 Ceremony
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Definition:

An organised event involving military personnel,  symbols, and procedures to mark significant 
occasions.

Definition:

A formal military display involving organised movement, inspection, or presentation of personnel 
and symbols.

Definition:

A ceremonial military formation assigned to honour distinguished persons, events, or occasions.

Definition:

An official ceremony representing the authority and dignity of the Republic.

Definition:

The approved manner in which a flag is held or transported by a flag bearer.

Definition:

A command or instruction relating to the formal handling and positioning of military flags.

Definition:

A ceremonial lowering or inclination of a flag as a gesture of respect.

Definition:

The placement of a flag over an object or surface during memorial or ceremonial occasions.

Definition:

An approved method of folding a flag while maintaining respect and symbolic order.

J.32.2 Military Ceremony

J.32.3 Parade

J.32.4 Guard of Honour

J.32.5 State Ceremony

J.33 FLAG MOVEMENT AND HANDLING TERMS

J.33.1 Carrying Position

J.33.2 Order Colours

J.33.3 Dipping the Flag

J.33.4 Draping

J.33.5 Folding Procedure
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Definition:

The traditions, symbols, records, and practices inherited from previous generations of military 
service.

Definition:

The collective knowledge and history preserved by an organisation.

Definition:

A formal recognition of military achievement or participation in significant operations.

Definition:

The historical continuity connecting a military unit or institution across time.

Definition:

A practice, value, or ceremony preserved because of historical and institutional importance.

Definition:

An officially recognised element representing the identity and values of a nation.

Examples:

Flag;

Emblem;

Coat of Arms;

Anthem.

Definition:

A principle recognising the strength created by the coexistence of different communities, regions, 
and identities within one nation.

J.34 MILITARY HERITAGE TERMS

J.34.1 Military Heritage

J.34.2 Institutional Memory

J.34.3 Battle Honour

J.34.4 Lineage

J.34.5 Tradition

J.35 NATIONAL IDENTITY AND SYMBOLISM TERMS

J.35.1 National Symbol

J.35.2 Diversity in Unity
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Definition:

The collective sense of belonging represented through national symbols.

Definition:

The preservation of meaning and identity through generations.

Definition:

A flag officially approved for use by a competent authority.

Definition:

A flag displayed without official approval or contrary to established standards.

Definition:

An official rule governing the design, use, protection, or management of flags.

Definition:

A formal requirement defining the accepted characteristics of a flag.

Definition:

The act of following approved standards, regulations, and procedures.

Definition:

Education  designed  to  develop  understanding  of  national  institutions,  values,  rights, 
responsibilities, and symbols.

Definition:

Training designed to develop professional knowledge, discipline, and institutional understanding 
among Defence Forces personnel.

J.35.3 Shared Identity

J.35.4 Symbolic Continuity

J.36 ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEGAL TERMS

J.36.1 Authorised Flag

J.36.2 Unauthorised Flag

J.36.3 Flag Regulation

J.36.4 Flag Standard

J.36.5 Compliance

J.37 TRAINING AND EDUCATION TERMS

J.37.1 Civic Education

J.37.2 Military Education
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Definition:

Knowledge of the meaning, significance, and correct treatment of flags.

Definition:

The ability to understand and interpret flag symbolism, design, and protocol.

The terminology contained in this glossary establishes a common professional language for:

Military personnel;

Government institutions;

Flag designers;

Manufacturers;

Educators;

The public.

Through consistent terminology, military flags can be:

Properly designed;

Correctly manufactured;

Respectfully displayed;

Historically preserved.

Military and vexillological terminology provides the foundation upon which flag systems operate.

A flag carries meaning beyond its physical form. It represents:

National identity;

Institutional honour;

Historical continuity;

Collective memory.

Understanding the language of flags ensures that every person involved in their creation, use, and 
preservation understands their responsibility. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and 
Schedules I-II)

FINAL PRINCIPLE OF APPENDIX J

The language used to describe a flag shapes the understanding of its meaning; clear terminology 
preserves clear identity, respect, and heritage. (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and 
Schedules I-II)

END OF APPENDIX J

GLOSSARY OF MILITARY AND VEXILLOLOGICAL TERMS

J.37.3 Flag Awareness

J.37.4 Flag Literacy

Act,

Act,
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DEFENCE FORCES FLAGS, MILITARY HERITAGE AND CEREMONIAL

PRACTICE MANUAL

Main Chapters: 16 Chapters

Appendices: 10 Appendices

DEFENCE FORCES FLAGS, MILITARY HERITAGE AND CEREMONIAL

PRACTICE MANUAL

REFERENCE MATERIAL STRUCTURE

Section Pages

A. Bibliography 6

B. Constitutional References 4

C. Index 10

Subtotal 20 Pages

SECTION A

This  bibliography  provides  the  principal  sources,  references,  and  knowledge  foundations 
supporting the development of:

Volume VI - Defence Forces Flags, Military Heritage and Ceremonial Practice Manual.

The references support the study of:

Military traditions;

National symbolism;

Flag design principles;

Defence ceremonial practices;

Constitutional identity;

International protocol.

The bibliography is organised into the following categories:

Constitutional and Legal Sources;

Military Heritage and Protocol Sources;

Vexillology and Flag Design Sources;

International Standards and Practices;

Civic Education and National Identity Sources.

Reference Material

Bibliography
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Reference:

Republic of Kenya. Constitution of Kenya, 2010.

Relevance:

Provides the constitutional foundation for:

National identity;

National symbols;

Public institutions;

Values and principles of governance.

Key areas include:

National symbols and emblems;

Sovereignty of the people;

National values and principles.

Reference:

Republic of Kenya. National Flag, Emblems and Names Act.

Relevance:

Provides the statutory framework governing:

National flag protection;

Use of official symbols;

Restrictions on misuse.

Reference:

Republic of Kenya. Kenya Defence Forces Act.

Relevance:

Provides the legal framework governing:

Defence institutions;

Military organisation;

Service responsibilities.

A.2 CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL REFERENCES

A.2.1 Constitution of Kenya, 2010

A.2.2 National Flag, Emblems and Names Act (Cap. 99)

A.2.3 Defence Forces Act
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Reference:

Defence Forces ceremonial manuals and traditions of Commonwealth military practice.

Relevance:

Supports understanding of:

Military colours;

Parades;

Honour ceremonies;

Flag custody.

Reference:

Commonwealth military ceremonial traditions.

Relevance:

Provides comparative understanding of:

Military etiquette;

Parade procedures;

Flag presentation.

Reference:

Official ceremonial publications from recognised defence institutions.

Relevance:

Provides guidance on:

Drill;

Ceremonies;

Military symbolism.

Reference:

Smith, Whitney. Flags Through the Ages and Across the World.

Relevance:

INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised KDF/Government protocol prevail.

A.3 MILITARY HERITAGE AND CEREMONIAL REFERENCES

A.3.1 Military Traditions and Customs

A.3.2 Commonwealth Military Ceremonial Practice

A.3.3 Armed Forces Ceremonial Manuals

A.4 VEXILLOLOGY AND FLAG DESIGN REFERENCES

A.4.1 Smith, Whitney
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Provides historical analysis of:

Flag development;

National symbolism;

Design evolution.

Reference:

International Federation of Vexillological Associations.

Relevance:

Supports professional study of:

Flag terminology;

Vexillological research;

Flag classification.

Reference:

Contemporary flag design studies.

Relevance:

Supports principles including:

Simplicity;

Symbolic clarity;

Distinctiveness;

Appropriate colour use.

Reference:

United Nations ceremonial and protocol practices.

Relevance:

Provides guidance regarding:

International flag arrangements;

Multinational events;

Equal respect among nations.

INTERNATIONAL REFERENCES: comparative/contextual only; applicable Kenyan law and authorised KDF/Government protocol prevail.

A.4.2 International Federation of Vexillological Associations (FIAV)

A.4.3 Vexillology Principles

A.5 INTERNATIONAL PROTOCOL REFERENCES

A.5.1 United Nations Flag Protocol Practices
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Reference:

International diplomatic protocol practices.

Relevance:

Supports understanding of:

Foreign flag precedence;

State visits;

International representation.

Reference:

International flag manufacturing practices.

Relevance:

Provides guidance on:

Fabric selection;

Colour accuracy;

Durability;

Quality assurance.

Reference:

International textile production standards.

Relevance:

Supports:

Material specifications;

Colour reproduction;

Manufacturing consistency.

Reference:

Civic education frameworks on national symbols and citizenship.

Relevance:

A.5.2 Diplomatic Protocol Standards

A.6 TECHNICAL AND MANUFACTURING REFERENCES

A.6.1 Flag Manufacturing Standards

A.6.2 Textile and Printing Standards

A.7 CIVIC EDUCATION REFERENCES

A.7.1 National Identity Education
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Supports education on:

Patriotism;

Public participation;

National unity.

Reference:

Principles of democratic engagement and public consultation.

Relevance:

Supports citizen understanding of national reforms.

A  national  flag  system  must  be  founded  on  historical  knowledge,  constitutional  legitimacy, 
technical accuracy, and public understanding.

END OF SECTION A - BIBLIOGRAPHY

DEFENCE FORCES FLAGS, MILITARY HERITAGE AND CEREMONIAL

PRACTICE MANUAL

SECTION B

CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENCES

This  section  identifies  the  constitutional  principles  and  legal  foundations  relevant  to  the 
management, protection, interpretation, and use of Defence Forces flags within the Republic of Kenya.  
(Constitution  of  Kenya,  2010,  arts.  10,  238-241)  (Kenya  Defence  Forces  Act,  2012)  (National  Flag, 
Emblems and Names  2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Military  flags  exist  within  a  constitutional  framework  where  national  symbols  serve  as 
expressions of:

Sovereignty;

National identity;

Public values;

Institutional authority;

Collective unity.

The Constitution recognises national symbols as important expressions of the identity and unity of 
the Republic.

Military flags derive their legitimacy from:

The constitutional order;

Laws governing national symbols;

A.7.2 Public Participation Frameworks

A.8 BIBLIOGRAPHIC PRINCIPLE

Act,
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The authority of the State;

The role of Defence Forces in protecting the Republic.

Constitutional Reference:

Article 1 - Sovereignty of the People

The Constitution establishes that all sovereign power belongs to the people of Kenya.

Relevance to Military Flags:

Military flags ultimately represent service to:

The people of Kenya;

The constitutional order;

The Republic.

They do not represent individual persons, offices, or political interests.

Constitutional Reference:

Article 10 - National Values and Principles of Governance

Relevant principles include:

Patriotism;

National unity;

Sharing and devolution of power;

Inclusiveness;

Equality;

Protection of human dignity.

Application to Defence Forces Flags

Military flags should reflect:

National unity;

Service to all citizens;

Constitutional loyalty;

Respect for diversity.

The symbolism of military flags must therefore remain inclusive and representative of the entire 
Republic.

B.2 THE CONSTITUTION OF KENYA, 2010

B.2.1 National Sovereignty and Authority of the People

B.2.2 National Values and Principles of Governance
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Constitutional Reference:

Chapter Two - The Republic

The Constitution establishes national symbols as representations of the Republic.

These symbols communicate:

Historical identity;

National aspirations;

Shared values.

Application to Defence Forces Flags

Defence Forces flags should complement national symbols by representing:

Defence responsibility;

Institutional heritage;

National service.

Constitutional Reference:

Article 241 - Establishment of the Kenya Defence Forces

The Kenya Defence Forces are established as a national institution responsible for defence and 
protection of the Republic.

The Defence Forces are guided by constitutional principles including:

Protection of sovereignty;

Defence of territorial integrity;

Respect for constitutional governance;

Service to the people.

Military flags symbolise these responsibilities by representing:

Duty;

Honour;

Sacrifice;

National commitment.

B.2.3 National Symbols and Identity

B.3 CONSTITUTIONAL ROLE OF THE DEFENCE FORCES

B.3.1 Establishment of National Defence

B.3.2 Principles Governing Defence Forces

B.3.3 Application to Military Flags
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The Defence Forces operate under constitutional civilian authority.

Importance for Military Flags

Military flags represent:

The Republic;

Constitutional institutions;

Lawful authority.

They  must  never  be  interpreted  as  symbols  of  independent  institutional  power  outside 
constitutional structures.

Article 19 - Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

The Constitution recognises rights as an integral part of Kenya’s democratic order.

Application to Military Symbolism

Military flag systems should promote:

Respect;

Inclusion;

National belonging.

Constitutional Reference:

Article 27 - Equality and Freedom from Discrimination

Application

Military flags should reflect service to all Kenyans regardless of:

Ethnicity;

Region;

Social background;

Personal identity.

Chapter Eleven - Devolved Government

B.4 CIVILIAN CONTROL AND CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY

B.4.1 Constitutional Principle

B.5 HUMAN RIGHTS AND DIGNITY PRINCIPLES

B.5.1 Constitutional Reference

B.5.2 Equality and Non­Discrimination

B.6 DEVOLUTION AND NATIONAL UNITY

B.6.1 Constitutional Reference
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The Constitution establishes counties as key components of Kenya’s governance structure.

Application to ONE47 Flag System

The representation of Kenya’s forty-seven counties through the ONE47 concept reflects:

Equal county recognition;

National cohesion;

Unity within diversity.

Article 10 and Article 118

Public participation forms an essential part of Kenya’s constitutional governance framework.

Application

Any reform involving national symbols should encourage:

Public awareness;

Consultation;

Civic education;

Transparency.

The Constitution is supported by legislation governing:

National flags;

Emblems;

Names;

Official symbols.

Protection ensures that national and military symbols maintain:

Respect;

Authenticity;

Public confidence.

Constitutional Area Relevance to Military Flags

Article 1 Flags represent sovereignty of the people

Article 10 Flags reflect national values

B.7 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND NATIONAL SYMBOL REFORMS

B.7.1 Constitutional Reference

B.8 LEGAL PROTECTION OF NATIONAL SYMBOLS

B.8.1 Statutory Framework

B.8.2 Importance of Protection
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Chapter Two Symbols represent the Republic

Article 19 Respect for rights and dignity

Article 27 Equality and inclusion

Article 118 Public participation

Article 241 Constitutional role of Defence Forces

Chapter Eleven County identity and national unity

Defence Forces flags derive their meaning from the Constitution: they represent service to the 
Republic,  loyalty  to  the  people,  and commitment  to  protecting constitutional  values. (Constitution of 
Kenya, 2010, arts. 10, 238-241) (Kenya Defence Forces Act, 2012) (National Flag, Emblems and Names 

 2027, ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)  Memorandum, 2027)

END OF SECTION B - CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENCES

DEFENCE FORCES FLAGS, MILITARY HERITAGE AND CEREMONIAL

PRACTICE MANUAL

SECTION C

This  index  provides  an  alphabetical  reference  guide  to  key  concepts,  terms,  procedures, 
institutions, and technical subjects covered throughout: (National Flag, Emblems and Names  2027, 
ss. 6-9 and Schedules I-II)

Volume VI - Defence Forces Flags, Military Heritage and Ceremonial Practice Manual.

It enables users to quickly locate information relating to:

Military flag systems;

Ceremonial procedures;

Technical standards;

Protocol requirements;

Heritage concepts.

A

Accountability

Military flag responsibility and custody systems

Inspection records and compliance procedures

Advance of Colours

REFERENCE STATUS: 2027 Flag  = proposed legislation;  Memorandum = explanatory/non-operative.

B.10 CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLE

Index

C.2 INDEX ENTRIES

Act,

Act, Explanatory

Act Explanatory
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Ceremonial movement of military flags

Parade procedures

Air Force Ensigns

Defence Forces service flags

Service identity representation

Authorised Flag

Official approval requirements

Legal and institutional recognition

B

Battle Honour

Military heritage recognition

Unit history and traditions

Reference materials supporting Volume VI

Constitutional, military and vexillological sources

C

Canton

Flag structural terminology

Design location and symbolic placement

Ceremonial Flag

Formal display standards

Official events and occasions

Ceremonial Practice

Military traditions

Parade and state functions

Civic Education

Public understanding of national symbols

Training and awareness programmes

Colour Party

Flag-bearing ceremonial formation

Parade responsibilities

Colours

Traditional military term for official flags
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Unit identity and honour

Command Flag

Representation of military authority

Leadership identification

Compliance

Following official flag standards

Inspection and reporting procedures

Construction Grid

Technical reproduction system

Engineering drawings

D

Defence Forces

Constitutional role

Military identity and responsibilities

Defence Forces Flags

Official military flag system

Service and command representation

Display Authority

Approval for official flag use

Protocol compliance

Diplomatic Protocol

International flag arrangements

Foreign representation procedures

E

Embroidery

Flag manufacturing technique

Symbol creation method

Emblem

Symbolic graphic element

Institutional identity representation

Escort

Ceremonial protection of flags
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Parade responsibilities

F

Fabric Specification

Material requirements

Manufacturing standards

Field

Main background area of a flag

Design terminology

Finial

Flagstaff decorative element

Ceremonial equipment

Flag Bearer

Individual responsible for carrying flags

Training requirements

Flag Custodian

Maintenance responsibility

Storage accountability

Flag Etiquette

Respectful treatment of flags

Display requirements

Flag Inspection

Condition assessment procedures

Compliance verification

Flag Inventory

Record management system

Institutional accountability

Flag Protocol

Rules governing display and handling

Flag Register

Official record of authorised flags

Flag Retirement

Withdrawal of flags from active service
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Flagstaff

Support structure for displaying flags

G

Military and vexillological terminology reference

Guard of Honour

Ceremonial military formation

H

Half-Mast

Mourning and remembrance display procedure

Heritage

Preservation of military traditions and history

Hoist

Flag edge attached to the pole

Honour Guard

Ceremonial protection and recognition

I

Inspection Checklist

Physical assessment requirements

Protocol verification

International Flag Protocol

Multinational display standards

Diplomatic arrangements

Institutional Memory

Preservation of military history

J

Joint Operations

Multinational and combined military activities

Flag coordination procedures

K

Kenya Defence Forces

Glossary
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Constitutional military institution

Defence responsibility

L

Lineage

Historical continuity of military units

Logistics

Flag storage and management support

M

Military Ceremony

Formal military event involving symbols and traditions

Military Heritage

Preservation of service history and customs

Military Flag

Official defence institution symbol

Military Protocol

Rules governing military conduct and ceremony

N

Primary symbol of the Republic

National Identity

Shared belonging represented through symbols

National Symbols

Constitutional representations of the Republic

O

Order of Precedence

Arrangement rules for multiple flags

P

Parade

Formal military display event

Parade Flag

Flag prepared for ceremonial movement

Protocol Officer

Officer responsible for ceremonial guidance
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Public Participation

Citizen involvement in national matters

Q

Quality Assurance

Systems ensuring production standards

Quality Control

Inspection procedures identifying defects

R

Reinforcement

Additional material strengthening flag construction

Retirement of Colours

Formal withdrawal of military flags

S

Salute

Military gesture of respect

Seam

Fabric joining method

Service Flag

Flag representing military branch identity

Symbolism

Meaning communicated through design elements

T

Technical Drawing

Engineering representation of flag construction

Tradition

Practices preserved through generations

Training

Development of knowledge and skills relating to flags

U

Unit Flag

Flag representing a military formation

Diversity in Unity
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Principle of national inclusion and cohesion

V

Vexillology

Scientific study of flags

Vexillography

Art and practice of flag design

Vexillologist

Specialist in flag studies

W

Withdrawal from Service

Removal of unserviceable flags

Defence Forces Flag System

See:

Military Flags

Service Flags

Command Flags

Ceremonial Flags

Flag Manufacturing

See:

Fabric Specification

Quality Assurance

Construction Standards

Military Ceremonies

See:

Parade

Colour Party

Presentation of Colours

Honour Guard

Flag Protocol

See:

C.3 SUBJECT INDEX
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Display Standards

Order of Precedence

International Flag Protocol

National Symbolism

See:

Constitution

National Identity

Diversity in Unity

Users seeking information may refer to:

Subject Main Location

Defence Forces Flags Chapters on Military Flag System

Technical Standards Technical Appendices

Protocol Procedures Protocol Chapters and Appendices

International Use Appendix H

Inspections Appendix I

Terminology Appendix J

A comprehensive index transforms a manual from a collection of information into an accessible 
institutional reference system.

C.4 DOCUMENT NAVIGATION GUIDE

C.5 FINAL INDEX PRINCIPLE
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